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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY H4BS No. RI-157

TULLY BOWEN HOUSE HABS
. RT,
L-PROV,
Address 33% Benefit Street, Providence, FProvidence 67~
GCounty, RZhode Isiand
Flat 16, Louw 295.
Present, Owner: Lee Xaplan (¥Five Arnold Coxrporation), Scsview

Avenue, Edgewood, Rhode Island

Present QOccupant: Various rventers

Pregent Use:

_Apartment house

Brief Statement - This is a large stone mansion, built in 1853,
of Significance:  designed by Thomas Teffih.

PART L. HISTOBICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1.

Originsgl and gubsecuent owners:

In 1823 Lycdis Clarke, widow of John Imnes Clarke, sold
this property to Jilllam Almy, who was 2 son-in-lew of
Moges Brown. This was part of the transaction of $16,000
witich included the sale of the Mansion House, and was
referred to as the Soubh Garden Lot,--Deed Book 47,

pege &1, in Providence City Hell.

1823 1ydia Clerike to ¥William Almy~--"also a lot called
the South Garden bounded; N/ly by John Street; /1y
by Oliver Kene and Christopher Zinold; S on lend
of seald Arpold and Arnold Street; %W/ 1ly on Benefitl
Street--Deed Book 47, page &1, in Providence City
fHall.

1851 Samuel Tobey, physician and surgeon, sells for
‘ the heirs of Amna Almy Jenkine this property to

Tully Bowen for $8,000. (inna Almy Jenkins was
the daughler of and devisee of William ane Soresh
Brown Almy )see-~Deed Book 123, page 193, in
Providence City Hell. Bounded /1y by Benefit
Street 105 1/2'; S by Arnold Street 97'; E by
Amherst Everett 30 1,2'; also I by lery Pierce
73 3/4%; W vy John Sireet-~Deed Book 143, page
10, in Providence City Hall.

- 1854 - Tully Bowen lived here until 1865--Providence

Directory.
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General Statement

1.

LULLi BOWER HOUSE
HABS YNo. RI-157 (Page 2)

1891 Property was gold at auction to Harie L. B.
Lippitt, wife of Henry F.--Deed Book 306, page
359, in Providence City Hell. '

1711 Henry F. Lipoitt is willed this property for
life.

1934 Properiy is exed to Henry and John B. Lippitt,
Lisry L. Sirnickson, snd Fronees L. Gage.--Deed
Book 437, page 159, in Providence City Hall.

1941 Dora R. and iarion 4. Cifford buy properiy,--
Deed Book 537, page 150, in Providence.Ciky’ Hall.

1238 Taxed to--Five Lrnold Corporabtion.

=y

Deie of Erechbion: 1853
Architect: Thowmas Tofit

Motes on alierations and addivions: The building was
made over into Gwelve spartments plus three apartinents

in the oripginal carrigge house in 1941.

Important old views: An original elevation drawing 1s
reproduced in the Bulleidin, usewn of Avrt, zhode Island
Sehool of Desizn, Volune XXVIII, Nuiber 2 (Movember 1940).

Sources of infornetion:Anits F. Glass, ferly Victorisn
Domestic drchitecture on College Hill (unpublished
iMaster's Thesis, Depasrtment of :iri, Brovm University,
Providence, Rhode Island, 1963}, pp 47-42, figs. 21, 22.
Henry-Russell Hitcheoclk, Jr. Bhode Island sxchite ctufe
(Providence: Rhode Islend Nuseum Press, 1935}, p. 350,
nlate 36.

Bulletin, luseuwn of Art, Rhode Islend School of Design,
Volume XXVIII, Humber 2 (November 1940).

Prepared by fntoinetie F. Downing and flvira Gowdey
for the Providence Preservailon Socleidy
August 1961,

Irchitectural character: This is & large three-siory,
stone mansion, builv in 1853. It is one of the few

lzrge surviving vworks of the Providence architect . S
Thomas Tefft, &nd ii preserves interesiing Tentures both
on the extericr and the interior end south Qpartment on. lst
most unchanged. Liany others changed ~zoaul




TULLY BOWEN HOUSE
HERS No. RI-147 (Page 3)

2. Condition of febric: Good

B, Technicsl Descripblion of Exterior

L. Overall dimensions: :izin front bloek of the house,
facing west, 1s g2bout 50" scuere, divided into three
bays on the front end both sides, and tlwee stories
high. Hear wing, sboui 427 long, wwo stories high.

2. Foundations: Regular coursed ashler--brownstone.

3. Wall construction. Regulsr ashloyr Lromapne with
smooth narrow joiuus, rusticated cuoins, and belt course
between {irsc and second floors. RHear wing of brick with
stone cucing.

4. Chimneys nile sitone chirneys on norih =snd south sides

in thie outside walls of the main block, and two on easi,

rear. A similsz ELNney on the wess front zppears to

e wmede of wood,

Sl
d
i

5. Openings:

, a. Doorways snd doors. Rear door on neith side of
: .s wing: &ix panel wocd coor with top Light in seg-
menval-hesded opening trimmed with unrelieved

gtone. liain entrance In ceniter of west front;

wood door with top third lighted, and with one
elsborale panel below; side lignte and semicirculsr
fanlizht; stoune frontispiece with flai Doric pi-
lesters and full entablature wiith modillion cor-
nice.

D. Windows: Doubls hung windows, six light over six
light sash on first snd second siories, three over
thiree 1ight on third story. Projeciing stone win-
dow fvames with pediments on firgt floor; cornlces
on szcond [loor excepb with o pediment over the
entrance, and meolded architraves wilh segimental
heeds on third. Simpler stone frames on brick
wing with either flat or sczunenial heads.

7. Roof
g, Shape, covering: Hip roofs covered with shingles.
b. Cornice: Heavy modillion cornice, apparently made

- of stone.




PULLY BOZEN HOTUSE
HABS No. RI-167 (Page 4)

Technicsl Desecription of Interior

1. Floor plens: Cenitral hall plsn, itwe rocas deep

2. Stairways: Central hell layout orizinel; $ile floor,
paneled wainscot, plester walls, plaster cornice, in-
side doorway repeating sides Lo fanlights of mein door.
Onen well, U-shaped, open striny stalr with decorated
step ends; molded hendraill, heavy tuwrned balusters and
newel. Basenent sialr psneled in derik, neiurecl wood in
gmzll papels, similer ponels used but exiensively sliered
in some bzsemen’ roQms, '

3, Filooring: modern hardwood

4. Wall snd ceiling finish: Plaster--walb divided in
panels by plaster moldings, plester ceiling cornice.

5. Doorwsys and doors: Tell six panel doors with seg-
mental tops. Deg-eared doorways wiih double molded
architraves.

&, Hardware:; Original silver-plated herdware in fromt rooms-—-
brass in other places--some in rear replaced; brass hard-
ware on fronl door apparently not oxlginal.

7. Heating: dJentral with radiators; three orizinzl marble
nantels with segmental or clreular heads. '

Site

1. General setiing and orientation: House faces west on
a southeszst corner 1ot with lawn, shrubs, and trees
sround gll sides,

2. ltnclosures: Oub stone wall at west {ront and part of

north sides, wocd fence elsewhere.

Qutbuildings: Carviage house at southeast of house ex-
tensively sitered as three apartmenis.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
Hstional Park Service - Augugt 1901




