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Present Address

PART 1.

A,

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUTLDINGS SiURVEY HABS Mo. RI-256

HABS
GECRGE AMD SHITI OWEN BUTIDIUG RI,

L-PROV,

153~

2 3teeple Sireet, Providence, Providence County,
Ehode Isleond.

Plet 10, Lot 43.

-

Tester J. Mlllman and wife Ido.

Millmen Aszociates, Architecio ond Planmers, and
Steeple Development Company.

-

Of fice building.

Thiz is an examnle of 2 small, wid-nineteenth century
commereial building, orWﬁJn«1T, a2 nlace of business
for geveral Jewelry menufacturers.

WHISTORICAT, THEORMATION

Original snd subseguent oimers:

31751

17es

1805

1841~

Jozeph Angell gives to his son Mothan Angell, Innkeeper
in consideration of the love and good will and zffecticn
I have and ¢éo bear towards my dutiful son, give one full
moiety or half parti of my thres lotg of land in
Providence opposite to the Homestead land of my brothex
John Angell and Joining the W side of the Town Street
and where T now dwell, esch of which lots measure 40°

en gaid gtreet.. . .whole three lots lying together on
said Town Street; S on = gangway (Steeple Street) ond
Woon channel of salt Weter River,..with one M1l

molety of the d&relling House and all other buildings
and 4mprovementu...Deed Book 12, page 496, in

Providence City Hall.

CADY places Nathan Angell here [John Hutehing Cedy,
The Civiec and Architectural Develcpment’ of Providence
1636-1050 ( Providence, Rhode Island: The Book Shop,

1957) 1.

Hethen Angell, Innholder, gives o Nathan Angell, Jr.,
a certain lot of land hounded: 1 by Public gangway

B by King's Highway..140', ¥ by channel of river 140",
S by public gangway {(Steeple Street) "The Lot being
where I now dwell together with the lMsnsion House and
all other buildings and improvements"...Deed Book 39,
page 231, in Providence City Hall.

George and Smith Owsn, Jewellers, shop wes here at
#9 Steeple..Providence Directory.



GEORGE AND SHITH OWEN BUIIDING
HABS ¥o. RI-256 (Page 2)

1842  Arbg B. Dike, for $910 sell to George ond Smith
Cwom, at pubT le suction (the highest bidders)
b

-~

Jogeph ¥ Angell, son of Mathan Angell
1ot of land bounded:

Hoby L7 gomgay 20 E by lot #3 on Il Angell Plat 40
S hy 3teeple Street 20¢ ,=’ by lot #5 on ¥ Angell Plat L0
AND iz Lot ‘1‘/ on the Nathan Angell Plai by B Leckuood
in 1842 plat card #19..."11 boing understood that inas-
much as the ’m ding and improvaments on seld 10"5 are

the propezity of the grante
menhe are 1‘10"& conveyed wiih naid lot,)'t J ).Jeﬂh ¥ ﬂnp'e’l"
issues qulit elaim 40 George ond Swith O*! n. ..Daed Book
85, pege .7,; in Providence City Hell., Lot #2 is throwm
open &5 g gongwey for the Boonellt of the owmers of

FL, #2, A0, ancé #4...Deed Book #5, nage 62, in
Providence City Hall.

Lohs

18T irha Dike for 2100, and Welcame C‘h "_'G’)Ti for $225
regpecth ’eW", oimers of the lot and brick storos
thereon on the N gide of Steaple S*sreeu MEXT WEST of

the 1ot now occeupled by George and Smith Cwens, and

omn which the sald George snd Smith CGrens PROPOSE o
erzet o NEV BRICK STORE. give them the gaid 6 and S
Oweng the right to use the E wall of the briek stiore,
belonging to soid Welcome Congdon, standing on the

. Tand of gaid Dike, for the murpose of building thereon
an? fagtoaing thereto g store or other bailding, ‘o
he by suid ¢ & 8 Orens, erected on said ADJOINING
land noy occeupled by them, end they may use saild E
wall go long a3 said eatsie belonging to zaild Congdon
shall remain and not be destroyad by live or other
copuelty. . Deed Book 105, pape 254, in Providence
City Hall.

1854  Property was tared to George and Smith Owen.....
1855  The bullding was occupied by the chop of Zzekiel,

]
George & Smith ﬁfpn.,. .Providence Directory,

1855-6 The following Jjewellers and zilveraniths occupied
thig buiiding:

¥ A Browming Seth A Chensy
Ceorpe W Congdon Ceorpe H. Ghurch

Cheater Claorke
George & Smith Croen
Providence Direclory.

1ot
2.
[
D

George and Smith Owens, pariners of '"George and
Smith Owens™ Jewellers, f‘e}.l :"o B4000 to Orin A
Read; one Lot of land with a brick building thereon
standing, situzted on the §/1y cide of Steeple Street
. and is Lot #4 on the plat of the Angell Estate which
plat is in Beok #1 of plats, page 52, plat card #1S..



GEORGE AND SMITH OVEN BUILDING
HABS No. RI-256 (Page 3)

"being the same 1ol conveyed to granior by deed {rom
Arba Dike dated 1842....85/19 and 2180 511 our interest
%o oee certelin cesement conveyed Lo grantor Jfrom Avbor
B. Dike ond eleome Congdon in lnwl..,lo)/254...the
conveyance suhjiect to present cccupancy by certain
‘tenantst, .Deed Book 166, vege 157, in Providence City

Hall.
1864  The property is texed to Orin A Resd and 1o hig
Lo estate il 1920..
31876

1864  And until 1877 the building was occupied by Crin A
Read...3tove Dealers and Tinsmiths.

1877  The building was occupied by Jonathan Allengon 2t al
until 1950, ..Providence Directory.

]
3
R}

Russell Read 2t al sell the properiy to Elizabeth and
Samel Baker et al.,.Deed Book 477, pege 89, in
Providence City Hall.

1920  Nathan W Baker et al gell ‘the properiy e Charles
Allenson eb 2l
Bounded: N by 17' gengwey 20! f by gangway 40!
S by Steeple Street 200 W by Congdon 407

Property is taxed to the Burmside Corporation

}_.l
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ester J. Millmen and wife, Tds

B. Date of ecreeiion: 1847.

Prepared by Antoinette F. Dowming and Elvirs Gowdey
for the Providence Preservaiion Society
Moy 1963

PART IT, ARCHITEGTURAL THPORMATION

A. QGoneral Sitatement:

L. Architectural character: This is an example of a small,
mid-nineteenth century dbrick commercial building.

2. Condition of fabric: Geod. The exierior, except for
the ground floor gt the front, preserves its original
appearance, The Intericr has been completely remodeled
for offices by the present owners.



GEGRGE AND SMITH CWEN BUILDING
HABS No. RI-256 (Page 4)

Technical Descriniion of Axterior:

o.

Over-all dimensionc: 20' (south front) x 40', three-
and-a~helf stories.

Foundations: Granite ashlar.

Yall econstiruetion: Brick; rumning bond cn south front,
comon bond on east side and rear, periy wall on west
side; smoother faced brick on froni well, Original opsn
shop {ront on ground floor, four hays, with granite posts
and granite lintel supporting brick wall above; granite
posgts now removed.

Openings:

a. Windows: Double-hung windows, six-light sash, plain
granite lintels and sills.

Roof': Pitched roof with high monitor across the full
width.

Site: Comrercial srea, building faces south, set at sidewalk
line at the front, adjoining building on the weet, alleys on
the east end nocrth.

Prepared by Comund B. Overoy
Yale University
Moy 1963



