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Address 52 Benefit Street, Providence, Providence County,
Bhode Island.
Plat 3, Lot 226, lster lot 463. This
lct was 38 Benefit Street before 1847.
Present Qwner brs, §1lliam G. Allen

and Qccupant:

regent Use: Dwelling

Brief Stetement Thig ie & typical small frame house of the 1790's.
of Significence:

PAR; : TORICAL INFORMATIQ!
A. Originsl and Subsequent Owners:

1795 Joseph Whipple, gentleman, sells to Samuel Staples,
housewright, for 5250 lewful silver money, one cerisin
) : lot of land bounded: & by Burr and Gorhem 80'; E by
i : Benefit Street 49'; W by S Steples 40'; N by Joseph
' g W¥hinple 80'. - Dsed Book 24, page 127 in Providence
City Hell.

1798 Samuel Staples, self-occupied. £ on Benefit
Street S by Jebez Gorham. House 327 x 28'...2 stories
high in front and 3 stories high in rear...Lots (2) 72!

“x 80'. . Texed for $900. - Chace Notes: Notes at the
Hhode Isleand Historicsl Society gathered by Henry R,
Chece in preparation of his book, Quwners and Occupants
of the Lots, Houses and Shope in the Town of Pyovidence,

Bhode Island in 1798, Located on Meps of the Hishways
of that Date (Providence, 1914).

1799 Joseph Whipple sells more land to Samuel Staples
sd joining the sbove on the Norih bounded: E by Benefit
Street 32'; N by grantor 72°%; W by John ¥Whipple 307;

5 by Staples lot 79', for $23L - Desd Book 26, page 193,
in Providence City Hell.

1807 FIRE RECORD: Samuel Staples, self-occupied.
Jood ~ 2 stories high in front W side of street, cellar
kitchen is occasionally mede use of for cerpenter work.
Mes. fire insurance records of the Providence Mutual
Insurance Coumpany at the office of the Providence
Yashington Insurance {Company, Providence, R. I., Vol. 1,
policy #231.
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. 1812 FIRD RECORD: Bzamuel Steples...self occupied.
o0d 32V x 28" Z stories high in front...3 stories in
rear. .. Mss.fire insurance records of the Providence

Autual Insurerce Compeany at the fthode Island Historical
Soviety, Providence, R. I., Vol. 5, policy #1399.

1814 PROVIDERCE DIRECT TEX:...Szmuel Ztaples...i lot
72' in front and 7 172! back with TW0Q weooden dwelling
houszs. One 32' front and 28°' back...2 stories high in
front and three in back... (#52 Benefit) the other 16!
on the front znd...back. (#50 Benefit). - Mss. tax de-
scripiione in the fhode Island Historicel Seociety,
Providence, for the 1814 Providence direct tax on the
federal government.

1849 Yilliam Steples died...his sons §illiem H. Steples
end Semuel Staples, Jr. being the only heirs.

1849 wWwilliem R. Staples gives quit claim to Samuel
Steples Jr..."t certain lot of land bounded E on Benefit
Street; S on land of Jebez Gorham; ./ partly on J Gorhem
and pertly on Joel Metcelf; N on land of Esrie D Pearce
with the TWO (#52 and #50) DWELLING HOUSES. - Deed Book
117, pege 326 in Providence City Hell.

. 18590 WILLS: Samuel Steples, Jr. devises all his property
= both resl snd personsl and the income of it to his natural
children, Msry X and Isabeils F Steples.- ¥ills Book 16,
age 2060 in Providence City Hsall. _
Mery R Staples m #mery H. Peckham who died in
1880...no issue. &he dicd in 1902, and devised
c2ll her real estate to her nephew Qeorge B, Calder
Znd..on condition that he pay certain expenses
and legacies.
Isebel Staples p Williem H. Calder. She died in - .-
1897 intestate, leaving her husband and only child,
George B. Calder, 2nd, ¥illiam Calder died in
19007s. -~ Title gesrches in Providence Gity
Hall by the Rhode Isiend Title Guarentee. .

1922 George B. Calder morbgaged this properiy to
Kethan ¥. Remmer and Barney Goldberg. - Deed Book 629,
pege 35 in Providence City Hsll.

1945 - The property changed hands several times and wes
vaxed to ifxel Johnson in this yeer.

1950 -This pert of the property was sold by Axel E.
Johnson to ¥illiam G. Allen and becams #4063 on Prat
3...""That certain lot of land with il buildings on the

. W/ly side of Benefit Street beginning 39.39¢' N/ly from L

‘ - '  the N1y linme of Star Street said point being the 3/E . -
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. corner of the lot conveyed, thence N on Benefit Street
~ 427, Bound N by gzrantor 83'; ¥ by Sentos 37.65': and
3 by Gorham. -~ Dead Book 972, page 30 In Providence City
Hell.

B. Deie of Zrection: Between 1795 and 1798

o]

C. Builder: The house was bulli by the originsl ownsr,
Semuel Stsples, who was s housewright. Staples also
built a somewhel smaller house nexit door 2t 50 Denefit
Street. [see booklet prepared by the Providence Preserve-
tion Socicty for the Third Strest Festivel, ey 11, 1962,
op. 14-167.

for the Providence Presevvaii
May 1962

Prepzred by fntoinette F. Downi and Zlvirs Gowdey
v ¥
o)

#.  General 3Sistement

1, irchitectural character: This is & {typical weoden house
. of the 1790's with & center chimney type plan end originsl
interior detail.

2. Condition: Good
B. Technicel Description of Exterior
1. Over-gll dimensions: 32' {five bays) x 28!, rectangular

house. Two stories plus zitic. Cellar is above grads
a2t the rear,

2. Foundations: FEendom fieldstone, brick &t the rear where
cellar i1s above ground, granite ashlar ai the front.

3. ell construction: Heavy timber frame, exposed on the
Interior with beaded edges. Plank walls, covered with
modern asbesios shingles.

4. Stoops: Granite entrence stoop, two steps high.

5. Chimneys: Brick cenier chimney.

6. Openings:

a. Doors: Doors not original. Frontispiece with

fluted pilesters with plain blocks from capitals,
and pediment with pendent dentils and fret bed mold.
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. dindows: Six-over-gix light double-hung windows, )
probeely later, some lower sash veplaced with single .
panesg, '

Roof':

£, Shepe, covering: Goble roof, asphalt shingle
COVEring.

b, saves, ccralee:r Boxed cave, molded cornice,
Szeond floor window heeds continuous with bed
mold.

1. Fleocr plans. Cepter-chimney type, five-room plan.
Similsar errengement on second f{loor.

2. Stairways: ‘winding, U-shaped stair in front entrance
hall. molded handrall, turned bslusiers.

3. TFlooring: Wide board floors, peinted.

4. Well and ceiling finish. Plasier, pzinted.

5. Doors. Fanel doors - original ones apperenitly raised
six panel doors; molded mitered door trim.

6. Trim: Zeeded cornice and chair rail in two front
parlors.

7. Herdware:; HNou original. Porcelain door knobs,

8. Lighting: IZlsciric.

9. Hestling: Liodern gas sp ce heater in north parlor.
Heater in stove in kitchen; fireplaces blocked off,
but original mantels in placse

Site

1. Orientation: Faces cast on the sidewalk on & residential
sireet.

2. EZnclosures: Wire fence ground beck yard.

3. Welks: Concrete front welk. Brick walk on south gide
to silde door. : ' =

4. Landscaping: Informal garden in rear (west) side.

Prepered by Osmund R. Overby_
Yale Universiiy
August'l9él




