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Erected in 1903, the Adelaide Avenue Padestrian Bridge ia significent for its
association with the Gorham Manufacturing Company, @ lerge ornamantal metel
manufacturer. This formar employae footbridga is e relatively early axample of
a ataal girder bridge es well as an unusual surviving example of a railroed
footbridga.

Tha National Railroad Passangar Corporation (Amtrak), in associetion with tha
Fadaral Railroad Administration (FRA), is proposing a numbar of Infraatructura
projacts to upgrada tha Northaast Corridor Railroad right-of-way In Connacticut,
Rhoda Island, and Massachusatts. In consultation with the Stata Historic
Prasarvation Officers {SHPOs), Amtrak and FRA have determined thet tha
proposad "Northaest Corridor Improvamant Project - Elactrification: New Haven,
Connecticut to Boston, Massachusetts" projact will have advaraa impacts on
significant hiatoric propertlas. Thrae Memoranda of Agraament outlining
stipuletions to eliminata, minimize, or mitigata edverse project impacts have
baan drefted by Amtrak, tha FRA, and the raspective SHPOs, end have been
accaptad by the Advisory Council on Historic Presarvation. The stipulations
include the recordation of tha Adalaida Avanua Padastrian Bridge to Historic
Amaricen Enginearing Racord standerds.

Tha proposed project will nacassitate demelition of the Adelalde Avanua
Pedastrien Bridga. The Bridge is aligibla for inclusion in the Nationel Register
of Historic Places es e raletivaly aarly example of a steel girder bridga, en
unusual surviving reilroad footbridge, and for its essocietion with tha Gorham
Manufecturing Compeny, which is considarad aligible for listing to tha Netional
Ragister of Historic Places by the Rhode Island Historic Preservation
Commission {SHPO).
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The Public Archeeology Laboretory, Inc. (PAL Inc.) of Pawtucket, Rhode Islend
wee retalned by ABB Environmente! Services, 1nc. on behalf of Amtrek end FRA
to prepere HAER documentation for the Adelelde Avenue Pedestrien Bridge.
The report was compiled in April 1996 by the PAL Inc. project teem including
Virginie H. Adams, Senior Architecturel Hietorien; Metthew A. Kiereteed,
Industrie! Historien; end Joshue Sefdie, Architsctural Assistant, The lerge
formet photography was completed In April 1996 by Robert Brewster of Werren
Jagger Photography, Inc. of Providence, Rhode Island.

Virginia H. Adams, Senior Architecturel Historian
Matthew A. Kiersteed, Industrial Historien

The Public Archaeology Leboratory, Inc.
210 Lonsdele Avenue
Pewtucket, Rhode Islend 02860
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PART | DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

The Adeleide Avenua Pedestrian Bridge is loceted south of downtown Providenca, Rhoda Island,
immadiataly aest of Meahapaug Pond. The bridge spans tha Amtrak Northeaat Corridor mein line et
Milepost 1B1.72 end connects Adelaide Avanua with Reservoir Avenua. Tha immadiata araa Ig dansaiy
daveloped with mixed nineteanth- and twantiath-century commerciai, induatrial, and rasidantiai
buildinga.

The Adelaide Avanua Pedestrian Bridge ia a eingle-span, 21-panel, riveted stael, pony girdar bridge.
The bridga hes a 75.5 foot span and a 4-degree skaw. Tha uppar end corners of tha pony girdars ara
radlusad. Thera Is 17 faat 7 Inches of claaranca betwaan the bottom of the girdars and tha rallroad
track rail haad. As orlginally constructed tha bridga wes epproximetely 58 feat wide, with a 34-foot-
wide roadway and a 12-foot-wide, attached, cantilavered padestrian welkwey on the north and aouth
sldaa of tha apan. Tha girdar apan ia of ataal floor beem end timber stringer conatructlon with a
datarloratad wood plenk dack. Tha dack width hes been narrowed to 12 foot 4 Inchas, and tha originel
welkwey breckets, dack, end ornete wire and cast iron railing heve baen removed, aa hes tha diegonal
bracing at tha bottom of tha apen. Tha bridga is supportad by rough-cut, quarry-facad grenita
ebutments with 6B faat 3 inchas of horizontal clearance batween them. Tha west abutment,
constructad in 1872, is perellel to tha trecks, end its north wing well is engled beck slightly from tha
trecks. Thie abutmant wes cut back on the aouth sida whan the deck was narrowad. Tha aast
abutment, constructad In 1903, wes axtendad to the south to form e continuous retaining waii between
the Adeleide Avenue Padestrian Bridge end the Raservoir Avanue Bridga. '

PART il HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Adeleida Avenua Pedestrian Bridge spans tha Netionel Railroed Pessangar Corporation (Amtrek)
Northaast Corridor, a high-spead passanger rail fina that connects Boston, Measachusatts to Naw York
City, Naw York; Beltimora, Maryland; and Washington, D.C. This routa originaily conslatad of saveral
passenger and fralght reilroads with end-to-and-connactions, which wera consolidated Into tha Amtrek
system in 1971. The eagment of the Narthaaat Corridor that Includes tha Adalaida Avanua Pedaatrian
Bridga waa orlginally chartarad in 1832 aa the Providanca end Stonington Ralroad. Construction bagen
In 1832, and in 1833 the railroad mergad with aevaral naw Connacticut end Maaaechuaetts reilroada
to form tha Naw York, Providanca and Boston, or tha "Stonington Road®. This raiiroed, aiong with tha
Boston and Melna and the Boeton and Worcaster waa ona of tha first threa major railroeda In New
England. Tha Providanca to Stonington sagment that includea the Adaleida Avenua Padaatrian Bridga
was aurveyad by Mejor Gaorga W. Whiatler, noted railroad survayor and fathar of tha painter Jamas
McNaill Whistlar. In 1892 tha Boston to Naw Yark lina waa Includad in tha growing Naw York, New
Havan and Hertford Raikroad (Naw Haven) systam. Through rail connaction to New York City was not
raalized until tha Themas Rivar at Groton, Connacticut wee finaliy bridged in 1889 (Karr 1995:124-
126).

Tha Adelaide Avanua Padestrian Bridge is associated with tha Gorham Manufecturing Compeny, locatad
Immadiataly to tha waet. Jabez Gorhem, e jaweiry mekar, stertad oparetions in e ona-room shop in
181B. By 1B83, when Gorhem incorporetad, it had bacome a lerge complax of aovar 20 workshopa on
North Main Straet in Providenca end hed echiavad intarnational racognition for its products. In 1890
Gorhem constructad the prasent facllitias eiong tha New Hevan Reilroad tracks et 333 Adalaida Avanua.
This messive threa-story brick complax was onca ona of the largest foundriaa in the world for tha
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production of jewelry, statues, end tableware. Gorham was known as a progressive employer and
provided pleaaant dining and recreation facilities for its workers.

The Adelaide Avenue Padeatrian Bridge wes constructed in 1903 as part of an Improvement program
funded jointly by the New Haven Railroad, the Gorhem Manufecturing Company and the Clty of
Providence. The goel of the project waa to close e dangerous, informal, Gorhem employee grade
crossing at Elmwood Station, located north of Adelaide Avenue at Eerle Street, where a eteel treatle
was constructed over the tracks. The Adelaide Avenue Pedeatrien Bridge was erected to provide
workers with direct eccesato Reaervoir Avenue, a main thoroughfare to the east of the fectory complex
{Commiasioners 1903:11}. The 1903 bridge was built on the site of a shorter timber bridge erected
in 1881 to spen the then single-track railroad line. The west abutment waa dismantled by the railroed
and moved waest to eccommodate e aacond track in 1872; however, the bridge was not repleced until
the Gorham Manufacturing Company erected the existing bridge in 1903. The Adelaide Avenue
Pedestrian Bridge was built aa a two-lane vehiculer bridge with e separate, wide pedeatrien welkway
on both aides of the etructure {Commissionera 1903: frontisplece photo). .In 1936 the bridge waa
referred to specifically es a footbridge, and maintenance was transferred to the City of Providence
(Commissionera 1983: 161). At this time the adjacent Reservoir Avenue Bridge was rebuilt, end the
east abutment of the Adelalde Avenue Pedestrien Bridge wae extended to the aouth. The Adelaide
Avenue Pedestrian Bridge waa atructurally narrowed and renamed the Reservoir Avenue Walkwey. In
1940 the Earle Street Bridge was closed leaving Adelaide Avenue the only pedeatrian access over the
New Haven Tracks. Gorham vacated the Adelaide Avenue plent in 1972. Due to conflicts over
ownership end maintenance responsibllity, the bridge has fallen into disrepair end Is blocked to
pedestrian traffic.

The Adelaide Avenue Pedestrian Bridge is a relatively early example of steel girder construction and a
surviving feature of a collaborative civic improvement project. In responae to growing turn-of-the-
century conflicts between railroads and expanding cities, railroads often elevated or depreaaed their
rights-of-way, smoothing flow and improving safety for pedestrian and vehicular treffic. This type of
collaborative transportation project waa typical of Progressive Era civic improvemaents, an example being
the 1915 Central Avenue Pedestrian Bridge [HAER RI-51), also slated for demolition for the Northeaat
Corrldor electrification project.

PART Il SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. Plens and Drewings

National Railroad Pessenger Corporetion Design Department, 30th Street Station, Philadelphie,
Pennaylvenia.

8. Historlc Viewa

Rhode Island State Library. Completed Construction Photograph, 1903. Report of Railroad
Commissioners of Rhode Island. 1903.
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D. Interviews

None conducted
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