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,Jonathan Lucas w~:ts an Fnglishman who sailed 
to ft.mericq_ and landed neR.r the mouth of the Santee 
B~ver, when a storm v.-recked the boat unon which he was 
a nassenger. A local nlanter befriended him, and he, 
in turn, struck \tlth the labor reauired to thresh 
the rice, -oroduced a machine which brought f<tme and 
fortune to himself and his future fmnily, qnd nut the 
rice cron back on a naying basis. 

In 1317, Mr. Lucas built a steam mill on 
the Ashley River "It the foot of Mill Street, and 
Luc<ts ~nd Norton built the second mill onera.ted by 
steam ner::tr Gadsden's f'harf on the Cooper River. 

Mr. Lucas' son, Jon"lth~.n Lucas, .Jr. moved to 
li'Jlgland in 1~22, having received fl~ttering offers 
from Fnglish officials, and the third Jonathan Lucas 
was left in Carolina to carry on the work tt>.a.t had 
bee.n started by his grandfather ann father. 

"House 0 wee" is the nq_me of the Lucas'. plan
t"ltion on the Santee, but members of the family have 
built several fine houses in the city which they 
still call home. 
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