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HABS No. SC-48 
Sqint :v!~ry' s Roman Catholic Church 
Ch3.rleston 
Charleston County 
South Carolina 

Historical Data: 

Saint Mary's congregation was organized 
in 1794, and in 179~ bought a frame building from a 
?rotesbnt rongregation. In lg36, this was burned 
and on the site. the present fine brj ck edifice 
was erected ann comnleted in 1~38. 

In the late 1~90 1 s, the interior was 
imnroved. ~,~emori'll stained-gl<!SS windows were 
e!!lbl"!CPd 0 

Bishoo Tohn ~~. England who crune to Charles
ton in ig20 (finding two C<Jt..~olic churches occunied 
•md tv•o nriests on duty) wrote: "The cemetery of 
this Church ~hich is now in the center of this city 
affords in the inscrintions of its monuments, the 
evidence of the Catholicity of those whose ashes it 
contains. You may fin0 the American ~md the 
Europe<in side by side." ~ccording to David Ramsay 
"prior to the American Revolution in 1776, there 
were very few Homan Catholics in Charleston, and 
they hec no ministry, but of all other countries, 
none hqs furnish~d the Province with so me_ny inhPb-
i tan ts as Irelmd." 

Saint Mary's Church was the first Roman 
Catholic Church in Carolina. The site has been in 
occuoRtion since 1789. 
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