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Location: Ellsworth Air Force Base, 841 White Street, ~County, South Dakota. 1 

Si~nificance: This building poosesses documented historical association with the base's initial 
construction, and with its operation during World War II. The building continued to be used by the base 
during the Cold War era beginning in the late 1940s. Rushmore Air Force Station was an early 1950s 
federal storage and maintenance facility for nuclear weapons. The station was a key component in the 
American strategy defense build-up which occurred during the early years of the Cold War.2 

Description: A.C. Warehouse Misc. (Base Supply), Building #805 is a large rectangular building that 
was originally designated as a Base Supply Warehouse; it was later used as a warehouse for the base 
exchange and then as a storehouse for "troop issue" items.3 The building is one story, of vernacular 
military style with a rectangular plan form. The main building is 100' x 200", with concrete platform 
offsets of 172' -6" x 10' and 161' x 10' .4 The foundation is concrete. The exterior walls are wood frame 
with shiplap wood siding. There are two remaining two-light windows on the east facade, one 
remaining four-light window on the west facade. There are several previous window and overhead door 
openings on each face of the building that have been framed over and closed with wood framing. There 
are also three existing four light windows, and one steel, one-light door at a small covered entrance on 
the north face. The roof is a gently sloping gable roof without eaves. The roofing material is rolled 
asphalt. There is a square brick chimney at the east gable. The concrete loading dock on the east 
elevation runs almost the full length of the building, it has a ramp at its north end. There is a row of 
historic lighting fixtures along the east and the west exterior walls. The loading dock on the west side is 
smaller than that on the east, and appears newer.5 There are three metal overhead doors on the east face 
and one on the west face of the building. They allow access to three separate storage areas. There are 
also five steel doors on the east face and one steel door on the west face . Four of the doors on the east 
face provide pedestrian access to the three storage areas; the fifth door at the northeast corner of the 
building provides access to the mechanical room. Four of the doors are without lights, one door leading 
to the northern storage/office area has one light. The interior is a single story, high-ceiling storage 
space. Both wood and steel support members are visible. 6 

Histozy: 

Historian: 

Sources: 

This building was built for a cost of $114,137.00 by United Construction Company of 
Rapid City, SD, and was completed for the United States Anny on September 8, 1942.7 

Lee Geiger, Rapid City, South Dakota, August 2001 

Hufstetler, Mark, "Ellsworth AFB History Sites Inventory", 1994; ''Real Property 
Records-Building 805, Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota" Manuscript Records on file at 
the Real Property Office, Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota. 



NOTES 

1 Hufstetler, Mark, "Ellsworth AFB History Sites Inventory", July, 1994. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 
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4 "Real Property Records-Building 805, Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota", Manuscript Records on file at the 
Real Property Office, Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota. 

5 Hufstetler, Mark, "Ellsworth AFB History Sites Inventory", July, 1994. 

6 Hufstetler, Mark, "Ellsworth AFB History Sites Inventory", July, 1994. 

7 Ibid. 
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ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
Site Number: PN-El-El-00006 

Historic Name: AC. Warehouse Misc. (Base Supply} 
USAF Facility Number. 805 

USAF Nomenclature: AIR FRT TRML 
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