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NTHE OLL STONE HOUSE! !

Ee‘.‘

Limestone, Washington County, Tennesseze.

OQuner. Hugh Y. Klepper

Déte of Frection.

Architect. Seth Smith (Architect snd Contractor)
Builder. Jemes Gillescpie

Present Conditicn. The house is in an excellent
state of preservetion but has had sore doparbures
from the orizinal cppesrznce, The wood porbh and
goroge Tthereuncer ere recent ecditions to the

house itself. & small zcodition in ths form of =&
gormer [or ventilation purposes hes zlso been added
since the original builcdins. The original shingle
roof hse heen reoleced with galy: g iron. The
little log smoke house &t the rear is zn original
building and is in a recsonsbly rood coeaclition of

,’ repeir also.

Number of ftories. #sjor section of houze two
story and atiic, kltchen wing one ztory snd cellar,
log outhouse oae story.

aaterisls of Construction., The foundstions sre
bullt 1likz all of the walls of tne house of lime-
stona rock znd rasting on rock. The walls at the
foundations are 30V thick -~ 24" at first floor
level ond 18" at the second floor. Interior walls
are wood stud coanstruction with the exception of
wall btetween xitchen wing znd two story section
which 15 24", The flooring is of random width and
length pine laid on hend hewn joists. These jolsts
have all been covered with celiling on tne tirst
{loor, but are still exposed on the second. The
joists tbemselv ¢ are vory delicately done having
-tlﬁy bteed wmolds on the visible corners. Roof was
origina y of hand split uhln«lrﬁ_lald on- round

- posts or trunks of small trees.

Other Existing Records. So for as is kmown there haS'
been only one othar publicatien of this house for
cgenerel information and that is included dn the “HLSM
~tory of ‘tomes and Gardens in TenﬂDS°ﬂe" DutLlsh@a by

:Tthe Pmrtaenon Fress of %ashv1llc For the GQP“en S u@y
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Ldditionsl Data. The 01d Stons House at Limestone
Ls uae of four houses tuilt of limestone by Seth -
crnith vhose principal occupation was that of stone- oo

y

meson, though in exeguting his work &s btoneﬂaSﬁn, hew
265,@6“{0?cp, the erc hitect for his work, He was '
frow Pennslyvinis, ¢ esumcblv Philadelrnis, anc came -
into the Vatsugs Sectlon of Tennessee in 1791 at Wh ch:4
Lime he tuilt the first stone house <nown to have L
been built in the Stete of Tennessee. It wes the logl—ﬁm
cel type house to buildé for one of his dblllty inas-
much as there was, and still 15, en unlimited amount
of excellent puilding stone at hand easily avuilgble_
The Pirst house which #r. Smith bullt 1n 1781 is in
such poor stats of rspair and is so swall thore 1t
was deemed advisable to select this particular housge:
the one of .Jzmes Gillespie, as sn example. The :
Gillesple House was bullt one vear later in 1792 &nd
was followed by two othere_thCh 1lﬂer e are not goeﬁ;
exemples due £0 lacz of care. : -

L unioues {szture of the hoase prcnltebtar?‘iy  &£~*'
ing is the stair to tne pstairs sectlon of tnq two.
story p';t, it bei & Ty LLnV cramped affair din”

N a

fe ing ‘room and vicing and tuTnlng
Quiﬁe'gkriptlv to perawit head room for door. into kit
chen wing and z21so to gsin heighth before interrups
tion by the chimney. This is feirvly well 1l]ustrﬂted,
in one of the zccompunyling ovtetures,

The house is interesting on the interior for "the deli
caocy of handling in refsrence 16 the woodwork, mantles
gte., &nd it is esually zs 1nterest1ng uo_notc the
axcellent state of preservation of this woodwork . an
the close fitting Jjoists after a’l of the yesarg
it hasg teen standing. This is provakly due to the -
strength of the foundation and aul¢ mgt@rldl zndith
base on which the house sifts. - Con

There is not a great deal of history associoted with-
this house directly, but on examinsiion of the record
testifyving for “he transier Qf,ownershipﬂfr 0
origingl tullder one finds the original handwriting
of soms of the most outstanding of Tennéssee's n litl_
ocal men - Goverpnors, Jud?VN,_etc._ who effscted
“hitulsar c¢hsnges.  Governor ¥ ilTinm Elount'srsig tu




HABS-TERN-96

Page #3 S
TENN .
40 Lim

cpoears on several of the documents and, as noted
elsemheﬂe 1n this Survey, Governor ILlount was the
first Governor of sny organized form of Government
in the Stste of Tenness2e, previocusly known s

the Stz of Irenkiin.

fter the house had changed hands from time to time
it \entuallv csme into tre Kieoner femily on

Lpril 28th, 1242, it aving chaenegzd handés four times
nrior *o the ourchase ty Jzcob Kiepper. TFrom 1842

%o the present it has been in the &lanncr fdnlly
going from fethsr to son. It is unigue in that st
cach transfer from frther to son the house was deeded
for a consicdsration, in mose cases monay, but in one
cace in consideration 7or the an‘s agrzenent to
provide for his mother until her dezth.

x

™

During the Civil War it plaved & minor part inasmuch -
gs during the Eattle of Limestone the Union Soldiers =
used the house &s a hospital but ¢id not in any way
damage the house. The dining room table, which Iam
told is still in use, wes used as the oversting
table by the Surgeons of the Union Aramy. There were
buried a few soldiers in the yard but their bodies:. -
have been removed since. S L

The 01¢ Stone House now thet ite new porch has been
added does noﬁ give the slighte impression oi-;ts
true age. tohse stood up well, its detail is in
excellent taetb, and ith the propsr care that it
is now receiving it shouid stand as & wonument.to its
vuilder as long &8 it hss alveady stood and remain:

& constant reminder of the fzct that building well

is justificd. _




