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John Bremond House e NS
Austin, Travis County, Texas ‘”é’iégx“}%“vf

ADDRESS: Corner of Y. 7TH and Guadalupe Streefs
OWNER: Young Men's Christian Associaftion

CCCUPANT: Y M C A

USE: Offices and recreational space for Y M C A

ARCHITECT AND BUILDER: George Fiegel, a local Austin contractior,
designed and constructed the building,

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The John Bremond House is one of sixX residences located on the same city
block and built either by a Bremond or Robinson, prominent Austin business—
men of the last century. This block was @ neighborhood in itself with a
common area in the center reserved for a playgound for the children of the
related familes, Of these six residences, all but one were designed and
built by the Austir Contractor, George Fiegel, The fract is still known

as “The Bremond Bfock",

The house is significant architecturally because it is an excellent example
of the elaborate late Victorian style with ifs adaptation of classic

and European forms and details, Reputed to have the first inside bathrooms
in Austin.

HISTORICAL INFORMAT JON

The Bremond and Robinson famifies arrived in Texas at an early date, John
Bremond, Sr, wife Ellzabeth and twelve children came to Austin from
;Phtlade[phia in (846, In {851, the John Robinson family arrived from -
Little Rock, Arkansas, '

Both families prospered in Austin and were known as successful businessmen,
Eventually fhrez Bremonds married three Robinsons, Madelaine Bremond
married John H. Robinson, Pauline Bremond married Al Robinson, and Eugene’
Bremond married Mary Robinson, ' :

Eugene Bremond became a successful banker while his brother, John; dra,
established a profitable wholesale merchandise business. Both brothers
orospered in the years following the Civil War, o
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Eugene built the first Bremond House on the “Bremond Block' at the
southwest eprner, John Bremond followed some twenty four years later
with the house at the southeast corner. The other three family
residences followed shortly thereafier fo complete the block.

George Fiege! came to Austin from New Orileans in 1873 at the age of Twenty
one, He quickly learned the building trade and became a dependable

friend of certain prominent Austin familiess~the Hirshfelds, Hancocks, -
Robinson's and Bremond$ among others, He was commissioned for many

building jobs within those family groups. He was self educafted, and
depended upon architectural books for his designs. There was never more
than a verbal confract with his clients for his services which often '
included the total job from design concept to working drawings’ ?o 5
consfruction and even maintenance,

Fiegel buiit fthe Bremond house for John Bremond, Jr. Work began in
1886 and fhe house was completed in 1887, Total cost was $44,000,

Although fhe house and property have chariged hands several times since
the death of John Bremond, " théy remain: today largely uneltered,

Fred W, Adams and wife Matfie G, soid the proerty December 2&, 1953, to
the Austin ¥ M C A, Since that time several interior changes have been
made.

The basement has been substantially altered to accommodate showers and heaITh
facilites for the Y's Health Club. Some original frim and doors remain;
The original heating has been replaced.

In the upper floors {ittle of significance except the stair hall skylight
has been altered. A large octagonal skylight was removed from the second.
story floor and the opening covered. The skylight was several feet high
and was a metal frame with colored glass panels,

Several room partitions in the attic have been removed or reiocafted,
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%) Persqgral  Infgrview September 29, 1965, Miss Dorothy Fiegel, 3100
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S 7) olId Photographs, Austing TFéV}S:Canty COllebfidn. Austin Public Library,

Austin, Texas
'8) 0fd Photographs, Miss Dorothy Fiegel!
ARCHITECTURAL INFORMAT | ON

Architectural Information: 2% story brick and stane;concave mansard roof in
flat deck on top, Two story gallery on outside corner, Profuse decoration
in the form of cut stone plaques, caryed bands, ftuted pilasters with carved
.caps and moulded tases, window arches and window and door enframement. Also
‘elaborate cast iron fanlights, porch railing and roof cresting.

“Condition: Excellent.
EXTERIOR:
Overall_Dimensionsa: Approximately 60' — 0" x 67' = Q%

Foundations: Stone

Wall Construction: Brick masonery with cut stone quoins, pilasterg arches and
decorative detaits, o 3 :

Structural System, Framinag: Mass masoﬁry; timber joists, sills and rafters.
Porches:. 2 Story woutside corner gallery, Column supports are cast iron of
circular section with fypical Victorian cast detail. Porch ceilings paneled

in wood. Rear service porch on back side adjuacent fo kitchen.

Chimneys: Two exterior bisch chimneys,

Openings: © Double front doors with double pane! design, the upper panel
of decoratlve etched gla<s; fixed transom above of single tight efched glass.
Enframemenf of pilastersg and archtfrag, of cut stone,

Windows & Shutters: | x | L|ghf double hung wood sash.

Roof: Concave mansard with flai deck on’ top; covered with scale-shaped slate
tiles,

Cornice and Eaves: Metal console brackets under projectipg eaves, Moulded
wooden cornice,

“Dormers: Attic dormers of"woo&.

Bég.Windows: On south front projec?ihg' wing; octagonal.

Igﬁggz On east front, projecting octagonal section.

INTERIOR

Floor Plan: Spaces organized arcund large open central stair hall., On the

first floor a large hall teads info the stair hall from the 7th St, entrance,
. the Parfor is to the right of this hall and Dining Room to left. A secondary
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hall at right angles to entrance hall and on axis with the larger stair hall
leads in from the Guadalupe 5t., enfrance and has the parlor fto the |eft and :
Study to right., A hall connects the Study with fthe Kitchen and Panfry !ocafed
at the rear corner of the House, A rear stair connecting attic fo basement is
reached from the kitchen, Ceiling height, 12 - 7 7/8",

The upper floor was divided into several rooms, as was fthe basement,

Stairwavs: Main stair open of mahogany leads to second floor. Turned
balusters and massiva carved newels; paneled outer stringer and wall dado.

Secondary stair open, wooden, connects basement,first,and second
floors and attic space,

Flooring: First floor 1 x 13/4" oak with mahogany sirips near wall Yo produce
border. : _ S
Second Floor: | x 2z" T&G oak.

Wall and Ceiling Finish: Walls throughout are plaster applied over masonry,
Ceiling also plaster,

Doorways & Doors: Mahbqany paneled reveals; doors variously paneled. Movable
transom sbove with fixed glass,

‘Decerative Features & Trim: Main halls of first floor have dado of paneled
mahogany; door and window trim match with fluted and paneled pilasters and scroll
work architrave:;, Doukle tier of mahogany adjustable shuffers in window

revealse Wide moulded base,

Elaborate plaster cornice in Dining Room~ Classic details, supported by
modillions. Other first floor rooms have classic cornice of moulded plaster
with dentils, ' ' '

Circulation halls have plaster arch at Juncture with stair -hall, Supported
by plaster console impost blocks; continuious moulding around voussonr face and
extrados; paneled intrados,

Hardware: Mortise locks with cast pattern face plates end knobs,

Lighting: Flourescent fixtures hung from the ceiiling. Original fixtures removed,

Heating: Originally by a central duct system of hot air supplemented by coke
Burning firplace. Heating system now modern,

ORIENTAT |ON AND GENERAL SETTING-
The house faces approximately south and is located on the south—east
corner of Guadalupe St, and W. 7th, iust a few blocks from present business

district., The sefback from Guadalupe St. is 35.5' and from W, 7th is 61,4,

Qut-Buifdings: There are no traces of original outbuildings, The site of
the cistern which served' as the residence water supply is at the northwest

~.corner Of the houqe. i¥ has been filled in and a gravel parking area made over

i i-
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Landscaping, Ete.: The original stone walls surrounding the house -are intact. = .
35 well as the walk from the east side entrance to Guadalupe St, and the

south —- main enftrance fo ¥ 7th St. The side and front stone steps are also
unchanged the latter with two massive turned sfone newels and moulded copings

Original cast iron fence fronting Guadalupe and W, 7th remains intact..

Prepared by,

SR SURCNE

John €, Garner, Jr.

Cctober, 1965

approven: Chall, 7. Pope, . DATE: &LM 20 w@r
Chartes S, Pope '
Superv:f;ng Architect, Historic Structures
Western Office, Design and Construction
National Park Service




