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FORT lCKﬁﬁng
Phe MeFavetbts, Monard County, Toxss,

Present Jwmer; School Building: Menard County Board of Zducation
Henarg, Te}:am '
Officers' wuarters: George Trunp, James Pullen,
B.M, Stockton, Dt. MeKavett, Toexas.
Jurrackst Bayloy Arnold, MeKavebt, Texas.,
s{fbuglml Balkery, Feed Bars, Corrals, Powder Hago-
zine: Mrs, Katherine B8all, Dallas, Texns, '
O*‘flc,er‘" Mesg: Mrs. Frank Binl, 4. McKavett, Texas.
Qfficer of the Day and Guard Flouss: C.i. 4"“*'3"
ticKavett, Texas.

Builder: He deizle

Present Coniitions

Mumber of Jtord

arinls of Construction: Limestons, oax, pine and c¥press.

Other Ixisting Rocords: archives of the Jar Depaptment

_:ir-&dditﬁ' nil Dagar

i _}
O
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~Lavett s located on o2 sxall olatesu congisting of
appro:{imate_l_y thirty ascres, The platenn iz about Tifty feet hi
then the surrousding comiry. This aflords a view of approximately
a mile in every dirsction. The 5an 3=ba Rivaer flows within = falf
mile of the west side of the fort. Infer for the Fort was obttained
from o spring locatsd about ons susrter of 2 mile southwest of
ths hospital, and wag hauled over o road of cobble stones and flaz
siones. The line Xilo and suarry were located nesr the smriag.

Nest of the Han Soos rivoer wau o small setilocent of
Pormmers, Mexicans, = few frindly Indi:ng, settlers and camp
followars; the Fetﬁl emont ug kpowm as ®icab TowmY., The "government™.

truek gardons were located on that side of the river near "Seab Town ™
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Jhen the fort wao firet established on lerch 14, 1852,
was called Caap Sen Saba. Troops were withdrawn in 1883, The
ncipal purposs of establishing Crmo San Sadba, and reestablishing

Trison theras in 18688, was o protsct the seitle rs from hostile
, especially the three tribes of Comanches who inha®hlied
re region within a radius of sixty to a nundred m11@

In the swamer of 1802 Mojor Zdmund B. ilexander was in
command. The garrison counsisted of five companies The 8th Infantry
nwnbering 185 men and seven ofTicers. The fort was sbandoned in
1852, but was regarrison=d in 1868 snd =t that time nsmed Fort
LeKavett in honor of Saptein Henry mMeKsvwett of the 8ih New York
Infantry, who was kKilled in the Ba++19 o? Monterrer, Septemner 21,
1948, fThe Fort was finally shendoned June 30th, 1883,

Aftsr the regarrigoning of the Tort in 18488, considerable
repair work was done by the negro troops stationed there under
General MeKenzi A Szw nill w2 built on the bhank of the 3an Saba
River in the town of Mvﬂ9rdv111- now Menard, which was operated
by troops. This is the source of much of the cypress found in the
buildings of ¥t. MeKavett, 4lthough Pt. McKavett is one of the
older foris of ihe Prontler, it remaing in a fair state of preser—
vation today.

A11 buildings are built of limestone, walls varying from
18" to 24" in thickmess; limestone was laid up in lime mortar; the
lime was burned locdlly. The stone is guite hard, and while it
mads excellent building stone, it produced a rather poor lime.
Joodwark was pine, ocsk or cypress. Cypress and oak are native to
the locelity; pine was hauled from sustin. All buildings have '
pitched roofs covered with cypress shingles. Tach building has
at least twe firevlaces, none of which are outstanding in construct-

ion or design. Exterior walle were unfinished; interiors were plastered.

Flooring was one inch random width, itongue snd grooved pines .
¥indow and door frames were of pine; ¢ills of cypress. Lintels were
oak:; joists and rafters were pine and cyorass. FJood ceilings'were
probably of a later date. ' :

The folilowling ig & brief description of the various. bulloing\

Officers! Guarters: Ths ones left standling consist of
four buildings along the east side of the suadrangle in a lins ron-
ning north and south, and four on the gouth side of the parade =
ground, in a line prunaing east and west. These bulldings are prac%—j;
ieally the same in plan and desin. They consist of four or five: = -
rooms, L shaped, have pitched roofs, and porches across the entire_ﬂ
front. ' : : R L
Commanding Of "icer's Juavters; This building is part onme

otory and part two story. The north front is two story, and cons 1st9f fv

of two large rooms and & stair hell on each floor. A. one. %*ors porch
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extends across ths north front. The rear wing, or L, is one
story, housing the dining room, kitchen, servants room and the
giable. The walls only of the stable are gianding; remainder
of the wing is in a fair stats of preservation. It is popular
belief that Genersl Robert W, Lee lived in the northwest room
of the lower floor when in that locality,
General iHeadouarters: This building is spproximately
85' scuare in plan, containg gix rooms, and was uged as gensral
hesdouarters bty the staff. The roof olan is suite unusuzl. East,
Jest and South eidss sre hiovped; north side consists of twin 2ables;
plan of roof ithus form a2 Us The Toom on the zoutheast corner was
used as an office by Col. Robert 2. les. The one Lo the west was
uged by ilbert Sydney Johnston. The building is now in zood condition.
Barracks: This building is spproximately 1508 long
and 30 wide and contains thrse lnrge roomd. The wast zids of
this building forms the east line of the parage grounds; the east
side faces the officera' ausrters on the exitreme Zastern side of the

- fort. In the center of ine west wall, and asproximately six feet

above the ground, is a tablet with a wreath desien in relief,

L engrseved as Tollows: "B, Co. 8 Inf, 1853 U.S. aArmy deigle." At

the north end of this building, extending east and west, are ruins
, of the other barrack which was destroyed by fire sever:zl years ago.
S Feed Barne and Horse Corrals: The two feed harns are
still standing today. They closely resemble the barrscks in plan
and design. One of these is situated on the extreme north of the
group and the other directly acrosg the parade grounds from the
barracks. The horse corrals, located to the rear of the north barn,
are in ruins. Only parts of the walls are standing.

' School Building: The school building is rectangular
in shape, roof is pitched, and eorresponds in twvpe eond construction
with other buildings in the group. Upon completion of this building
in 1853, it was limediately used 8s 2 school; it has heen used as
such continously avsr sinece. It is in good condition.

Hospital Bullding: The hospital building 19 one
atory, originally containing six large rooms which have recently been
-divided into additicpal roomd, Hoof is pitched and hipped; it wes
originally covered witn cypress shingles. The plan of the buillding
is L shzape, with a deegp porch aceross the south and east sides. The
windows in this building extend down to the floor. . This building
is thd best preserved of any inthe grotp. ' '

. : . Magazins: - The small powder magszine ig located about

©one cuarter of 2 mile north of the fort on the banks of the Zan 3aba
"River. 1f is rectangular in plam. The roof is flat 2nd has hsen
~built wp with rock and earth. I+ ig in faiy condition today. _

ER _ _ OfTicers' Mess: This building is of the same plan,

" ‘desgign and construciion as the OfTicers! fuariters.
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ertends acroan the north fronk. Ths poar wﬁﬂﬁ, or L, is cne
story, tousiag the Jdining room, iLdl:ien, sarwants room and the
otable, T ﬁﬂll@ on‘y on the stable are gsinnding: roeinder
wing is in 2 fzir state of oreservation. It iy vopular
thet Genernl Sobert E. Lee lived in the northwest room
lower flooor when in that locality.

Gereral Beadouarters: This bullding is aprroxinstely
85t gnuare in piszn, confains gix rooms, spnd was used as general
headgusrters by the steff. he roof plan ig cuite unusual.
Bast, Jest and south sides are hipped; north side consists of
twin gables; olan of roof thus forms 2 U. The room on the
goutheast corner was used as sn office by Col. Robert E. lLea.
The one $o the west was used by Albert Sydney Johnszton. The
buildéing is now in good condition. _

Barm:ocks: This building 18 approximstaly 150Y lonz and’
3QY wide and contains three large rooms. The west side of this
building forms the sast line of the parads grounds; the east-
5ids faces the officers! cusriters on the extreme Eastern side
of the Tort. In the center of tue w23t w2ll, snd approximately
six feet above the ground, is s fzblet with = wreath design in o
reliefl, engraved as followg: "3, Co. B Inf. 1853 U.S. iroy Heigle, * @

At the north end of this building extending east 2nd west, are o
ruins of the oither barrack which was desiroyed by fire several
vears ago.

Peed Barns and Horse Corrals: The two f2ed barns are
still standinsg today. They closely resemble the barracks in )
nlan and design. ©One of these is situated on the extreme north
of the group and the other directly across the parade grounds
from the barracks. The horse corrals, located to the rear of
the north barn, are in ruing, Only parts of the walls are. standlng{

Jenool Building: The school building is rectangular in: o
shape, roof 1s pitched, snd corresponds in tynp and constvuction
with other buildings in the group. Upon completion of-this
building in 1853, it was immedistely used as 8 school; it has . .
been used as suech continuously aver sines It is in-good condiulon

Hozvltal Building: The nospital. bu1lﬂlng is one story,'
originelly containing eix large rooms which have rbcently_been
dividsd into additionsl roonms.  Rool is pitched and hipped; it-
waa orizinzlly covered with cypress shingles. The plan of fhe
building is L shaps, with a deep porch across the south and east
sidus. The windows in this building extsnd down to the zloor.
Thig building is the best preserved of any in the group. Co

Megazine: The small powder magazine is located about. ong,
cuarter of & mile morth of the ort on the banks of the San Saba:
River. It is rectangular in plan. The roof 15 flat and hag been”
built up with rock and earth. I% is in fair condition todav.- _

Officerst Mess:  This building is of the same plan, dE81~
and consbruction as the Officers' Quarters. =
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Officer of the Loy ond Guerd Hovss: 4 swall bullcing,
approximatels 18Y zcuare, walch was by the Orfficar of the Davy,
54111 stands and iz in fair condition. The gusrd house just to
the north 15 in ruins. Only portions of the wulls of the solitary
cells and portions of the high harred windows remain.

Bakery: The bskery is ldentlicsl in design =nd 9len to

the schoel buildines. Thae buildiayg, which is in a fair state of
proservation, is5 now used ag a resideonce.

Portions of thiz inferrstion were recelived from Mrs.
J11llie ffurr, 7t. LicKevett, Texas, and the "lg
June 18, 1836.

ard Messenger™,

Bertlett\Cocke, Dist.COfficer

Date: Fabruary 14, 1937




