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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

      P-591  

(Portable Housing Unit Sagamihara Housing Area USAG Japan) 

                                     HABS No. US-1 

Location: The house is located on Aqua Drive, United States Army Garrison 

Sagamihara Housing Area, Sagamihara chuo Ward, Kanagawa Prefecture 

Japan. The house sits on the north side of the street; its main façade is 

oriented to the south. 

It is located 35°31'33"N   139°25'5"E.  
 

Present Owner: Doug E. Schulte 

Present Use: A home for the present owner. 

Significance: This is one of the last three remaining portable housing structures (P-

houses) on Sagamihara Housing Area. In the 1970s there were over a 100 of 

these portable structures on United States Army Garrison Japan (USAG) 

Camp Zama’s housing areas Camp Fuchinobe and Sagamihara Housing 

Area. The purpose was to provide units for purchase for USAG employees 

who were not entitled to government quarters at a time when host nation 

housing conditions were considered unacceptable. 
 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.    Physical History: 

1. Date of erection: 

The construction of the house is dated to 26 August, 1968 from an examination of a 

floor plan from USAG Camp Zama Japan Department of Public Works.  

  

2. Architect: 

 Not known 

3. Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses: 

The original occupants of the house in 1968 were Mr. Deptula, his wife, and 4 children. 

The subsequent owner in 1985 was Mr. Larry Retzack. Mr. Doug E. Schulte purchased 

the home in 1994 and he has lived in the house to date with his wife. 

 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: 

The original home was built by civilian Japanese workers for the USAG Japan Housing 

Management Division. 
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5. Original plans and construction: 

The original plan of the P-591 does not exist; there are only copies. Additionally, 

contracts, specifications, or early photographs have yet to be found. As originally 

constructed, P-591 was a simple one-story with a rectangular shape and an asymmetrical 

floor plan. A small entryway to the right of center divides the living room, dining area, 

and kitchen from the bedrooms. Four bedrooms and a bathroom are arranged around a 

small L-shaped hall. While the living room, dining room, and kitchen are open and span 

the width of the home. 

 

6. Alterations and additions: 

The entire patio area received a new transparent corrugated roof in 1998. The area was 

then completely enclosed using sliding Japanese doors. The outermost doors, called 

amado, and 50 percent of the inner doors were from a Japanese house built during the 

Meiji-era (1868-1912). Several of the inner doors date back to the Middle Showa period 

(1940s – 1950s) and are Shoji doors. In 2000 the rear door and steps were enclosed with 

Meiji-era glass doors and Plexiglas sheeting. 

 

After 2000 some minor structural alterations were made in the bedroom next to the 

kitchen and patio. The window was replaced with 6’-wide Japanese Shoji doors (inside) 

and a pair of Edo Period Kura Doors (1688 – 1703), one slotted bamboo and other door 

was solid (enclosed porch side). Additionally, a 30” Meiji-era sliding Shoji door (glass 

and paper) was constructed from the adjacent bedroom into the kitchen area allowing for 

another access and thorough fair point. 

 

The final alteration, a cedar deck with a 24’ roof, was added to the main facade of the 

living room. The first section is approximately 16’ x 12’, including sidewalk and 6’-wide 

deck.
1
  

 

B. Historical Context: 

In September 1945, one battalion of the 1st Cavalry Division of the U.S. Army entered 

what is now known as Camp Zama and occupied the Sobudai campus of the Imperial 

Japanese Army. Shortly after, a smaller unit replaced the 1st Cavalry and for a while, the 

post was named the 4th Replacement Regiment Depot. The mission of the base was to 

serve as a stopover for soldiers awaiting transport to and from the Far East. In 1953, U.S. 

Army headquarters was relocated from Yokohama to Camp Zama and remains there 

today.
2
 With the large influx of military to the area, the families followed. According to 

the 1956 Guide to Camp Zama there were 653 base family housing units that had a wait 

                                                             
       1 Doug E. Schulte, present owner of P-591provided this information. 
         2 The Camp Zama Historical Monument Walking Tour , 1, 

http://www.usagj.jp.pac.army.mil/links/doc/Camp%20Zama%20Historical%20Tour_English.pdf (accessed January 

19, 2013).   
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list and the elementary school on Sagamihara Housing Area had approximately 750 

students.
3
 

 

From the start adequate numbers of on-base housing for the military in the Camp Zama 

area was a struggle.  In 1956, there was a waitlist of sixteen to twenty-two months, but 

the possibility of P-houses as an alternative is mentioned in the 1956 Guide to Camp 

Zama.  

 

AFFE Circular 182, published in December 1953, authorizes 

construction of a portable type housing to be built on the post, with 

the post making available various utilities at a reasonable fee. 

These houses were constructed by private contract at prices 

varying from $1600.00 to $4000.00. There are currently 125 of 

these units in Sagamihara and Fuchinobe Dependent Housing 

Areas. Further construction is not contemplated, but many owners 

are in the market for buyers when they become eligible for public 

dependent quarters.
4
  

 

Certainly atypical in appearance, P-houses were a striking contrast to the uniform 

structures found on bases. It appears from the three remaining structures on the 

Sagamihara Housing Area that they could be flamboyant and individual in character 

while maintaining the regular rectangular floor plan. P-591, P-354, and P-436 presents on 

the exterior the differences in appearance and materials used. Contributing to the 

restrained character of P-591 are large gray asbestos shingles. On P-354’s vertical grey 

lightning bolt corrugated steel siding is utilized and horizontal yellow vinyl siding is the 

material found on P-436. While the gable and shed roofs on P—591 and P-436 consist of 

metal tin panels with batten clips, P-354’s Japanese terra cotta curved tiles emulate the 

architecture found outside of the base.  

Another unique dimension of the P-houses was that they were an occupant owned 

structure located on military bases. These structures could be rented to not only other 

civilians but also military members and local nationals who worked on the base. 

Additionally, the selling price of the house had to reflect depreciation of 10 percent per 

year and the present owner of P-591 purchased his home for $82.61 in 1994.
5
 A License 

For Use of Real Estate (LFURE) was issued by United States Army Japan IX Corps and 

was re-issued every three years. In the LFUREs are listed provisions and conditions some 

of which are fairly standard exonerating the government of responsibility of personal 

harm while residing on the property and responsibilities are outlined in the event of 

damage to the real estate. One of the more detailed conditions in LFUREs is number 8: 

                                                             
3
 “1956 Guide to Camp Zama,” http://www.yohidevils.net/kanto/1956zama/56zama00.html (accessed 

February 13, 2013). 
         4 Ibid. 
          5 Doug E. Schulte in a conversation dated 1 January 2013.  

http://www.yohidevils.net/kanto/1956zama/56zama00.html
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8. This house must be owner-occupied, unless approved for rental. 

When rented, the sale of the portable will automatically cancel the 

rental agreement in two weeks.
 6
 

In the LFUREs of 1990 the wording of number 8 is changed to “This house must be 

owner-occupied.
7
 This preceded a Department of the Army Headquarters memorandum 

of 3 December 1991 with the subject line: Portable House Licenses and Upgrades. 

Outlined are the guidelines of how to terminate site licenses for portable houses because 

new portable house site licenses would be no longer issued and no portable house was to 

be sold after 1 January 1995.
8
 

 

  

                                                             
6
 U.S. United States Army Japan/IX Corps, License for the Use of Real Estate, USARJ Reg 420-1 

(Washington, DC, 20 August 1980). 

         7 U.S. United States Army Japan/IX Corps, License for the Use of Real Estate, USARJ Reg 405-1 

(Washington, DC, 20 August 1990). 

          8 Col. John M. Campbell, “Portable House Licenses and Upgrades,” memorandum for 17th Area Support 

Group Policy #24-91, USAG Camp Zama, Japan, December 3, 1991. 
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION  

A. General statement: 

1. Architectural character: 

P-591 is a one story asymmetrical structure; the construction is basic and the plan 

utilitarian in nature. It is in its rich history the structure’s value lies, as an example of 

architecture developed to meet the needs of the military, its value is found in its history. 

 

2. Condition of fabric: 

The condition of the house is from poor to moderate. 

 

B. Description of Exterior: 

1. Overall dimensions: 

P-591 is a one story home with the main block of the house measuring 44’ 5” x 33’ 5’ 

and a gross floor area of 1591’. 

 

2. Foundations: 

As a shallow foundation structure, P-591 has a thickened concrete slab (approximately 

12”) that appears to be supported by the ground. 

 

3. Walls: 

The exterior walls of the structure consist of long rectangular shingles. These asbestos 

shingles measure approximately 18” x 24” and have a thin metal trim on the outer 

exposed edge.  

 

4. Structural system, framing: 

This single floor structure is a wood-frame system. Alterations added in 1998 and later 

utilized local wood beams to support the shed roofs. 

 

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, porticoes, bulkheads: 

Two porches were added to the structure in 1998 and later. The rear enclosed patio, “Irori” 

spanned the entire rear façade 33’ 5” with a depth of 11’ 5”. Access from the interior was 

gained through a door that was made in the bedroom adjacent to the kitchen. Building 

materials as previously mentioned in Section 6. Alterations and additions were derived 

from a variety of Japanese antiques collected by the owner. 

 

The front porch spans the main facade from the entrance to the end of the facade 

corresponding with the living room interior. Measurement of the porch is 16’ x 12’, 

including sidewalk and 6’-wide deck. 
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6. Chimneys: 

There is no chimney. 

 

7. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: 

There are two single-wooden doors that were part of the original structure.  One is 

located on the front elevation as the main entrance and the other is on the rear elevation 

providing an exit from the utility room to an outside covered area. Another doorway was 

built in 1998 in the bedroom adjacent to the kitchen to allow access to the rear enclosed 

patio. The door is a wooden Japanese amodo. 

 

b. Windows and shutters: 

There are nine metal double sliding windows in a variety of sizes and identical in type 

around the perimeter of the structure. Each room originally had a window until the 

bedroom adjacent to the kitchen was altered in 1998. 

 

8. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: 

The shallow tin gable roof with age-faded red paint is composed of metal panels with 

batten clips. The shed roof attached to the rear enclosed patio consists of corrugated sheet 

metal roofing panels with its original finish. Clear corrugated hard platic sheets are used 

on the shed roof for the front porch. 

 

b. Cornice, eaves: 

There is no cornice. The eaves are roughly 1’ wide on all façades. 

 

c. Dormers, cupolas, towers: 

There are no dormers, cupolas or towers. 

 

C. Description of Interior: 

1. Floor plans: 

P-591 is a one story asymmetrical floor plan with ten rooms and four bedrooms. The 

open front room, dining room and connected kitchen extend the width of the house to the 

right of the entrance. A small narrow L-shaped hallway connects the two divisions and 

the four bedrooms similar in size form a square around the opposite side of the structure. 

 

2. Stairways: 

There are no stairways. 
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3. Flooring: 

The flooring material of the foyer area is embellished with original stone flooring. It is a 

hand laid design and demonstrates high craftsmanship. Additionally, the wood flooring 

that spans the house is the original solid parquet 12” block classic pattern.
9
 

 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: 

The interior walls are dry wall; an efficient choice for the portable structure choice with 

the wood-frame.
 10

Additionally, the ceilings appear to utilize the same material. In the 

“Irori” room (enclosed back patio), the inside walls are board and batten (1/2” x 10”) 

Japanese cedar.
11

 

 

5. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: 

There are seven single wooden varnished doors in the structure. All doorways consist of 

wood varnished lintels, jambs and doorstop. 

 

b. Windows: 

The nine metal double sliding windows retain the same appearance that they have on the 

exterior. 

 

6. Decorative features and trim: 

There are no interior decorative features but there is wooden trim around the interior 

windows of the bedrooms and living room. 

 

7. Hardware: 

No original hardware remains in the structure. 

 

8. Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: 

There is a heating, air conditioning and ventilation system but it does not date back to the 

original construction. 

 

b. Lighting: 

There is no evidence of original light fixtures. 

 

c. Plumbing: 

The original plumbing is not evident in the present day structure. 

 

 

                                                             
      9 Source: Present owner Doug E. Schulte. 
      10 This was related to me by the current owner in an email stating that is was a government requirement for 

safety in the P-houses. 
      11 Doug Schulte, email message to author, January 31, 2012 
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9. Original furnishings: 

There are no original furnishings. 

 

D. Site: 

1. Historic landscape design: 

There is no historic landscape design 

 

2. Outbuildings: 

There are no outbuildings. 

 

 

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION  

A. Architectural drawings: 

There are no architectural drawings. 

 

B. Early views: 

 

“1956 Guide to Camp Zama.” http://www.yohidevils.net/kanto/1956zama/56zama00.html 

(accessed February 13, 2013). 

The only image available of a P-house near to its implementation date of December 1953 as part 

of USAG Japan’s housing structures. 
 

 

C. Interviews: 

 

Derr, Bruce, Interview conducted by Patricia Reilly in person on May 7, 2013 at Zama American 

High School USAG-J Camp Zama Japan. 

Bruce Derr provided anecdotal information about the P-houses during the 1970s. 

 

Dykstra, John, Interview conducted by Patricia Reilly in person on January 16, 2013 at the Legal 

Affairs Office USAG-J Camp Zama Japan. 

John Dykstra confirmed historical context garnered from interviews. Additionally, he made 

available the files of the P-houses maintained by USAG-J Legal Affairs Office. 

 

Magnuson, David A. Interview conducted by Patricia Reilly by telephone on January 25, 2013. 

David Magnuson of Public Works USAG-J Camp Zama provided historical context and was 

invaluable in directing the research to the correct Army unit. 

 

Schulte, Doug, E. Interview conducted by Patricia Reilly in person on January 11, 31, February 

11, 20 and 26, 2013 in Sagamihara Housing Area, Sagamihara Japan. 

Doug E. Schulte is the present owner of the P-house-591. 

http://www.yohidevils.net/kanto/1956zama/56zama00.html
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E. Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: 
 

During the course of my interviews with the present owner Doug E. Schulte, he has indicated 

that he has a bill of sale and photographs of what P-591 looked like prior to his alterations of the 

structure and landscaping. These will likely give a clearer impression of the original structure. 

Additionally, a copy of “1956 Guide to Camp Zama” located through a web search identifies the 

document “AFFE Circular 182, published in December 1953 authorizes construction of portable 

type housing on the post,” needs to be located for research. As of 5 May 2013 the Department of 

Public Works on USAG J Camp Zama cannot locate this document. 

 

F. Supplemental Material: 

 

Photographs, historic view, floor plans, and historic documentation are located at the end of the 

report. 
 
 

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 

 

This report was assembled by Patricia Ann Reilly. Ms. Reilly wrote all sections of the 

documentation and carried out field notes and research of the structure. Additionally, 

photographs of the P-house were taken by Ms. Reilly. Credits for the supplemental information 

are listed in the Part III. Sources of Information. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

P-591 Portable Housing Unit 

Sagamihara Housing Area 

USAG Japan 

 
These photographs are representative exterior and interior views of P-591. Photographs were taken 

by Patricia Reilly from February to May 2013. 

 

 

 
 

Main entrance, front south facing façade  
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Side, east facing façade 
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Rear, north facing facade 
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Side, west facing facade 
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Tin gable roof detail 
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Roof eaves detail  
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Asbestos shingles detail 
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Front porch detail 
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Rear porch detail 
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Main entrance, doorway detail 
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Window detail 
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Interior, foyer detail 
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Interior, wooden floor detail 
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Interior, view from kitchen into the living room 
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Interior, view of dining room from kitchen 
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Interior, view of a bedroom 
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Rear porch, amodo Japanese door detail 
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Rear porch, interior view 
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PRE-SALE INSPECTION OF PORTABLE HOUSE NO. 591 
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Pre-Sale Inspection of Portable Housing No. 591, 1994, PDF copy (side 1) 
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Pre-Sale Inspection of Portable Housing No. 591, 1994, PDF copy (side 2) 
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Pre-Sale Inspection of Portable Housing No. 591, 1994, PDF copy (side 3) 



P-591 

(USAG Japan Sagamihara Housing Area) 

HABS No. US – 1 

 (Page 34) 
 

 

Pre-Sale Inspection of Portable Housing No. 591, 1994, PDF copy (side 4) 
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Pre-Sale Inspection of Portable Housing No. 591, 1994, PDF copy (side 5) 
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Pre-Sale Inspection of Portable Housing No. 591, 1994, PDF copy (side 6) 
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Pre-Sale Inspection of Portable Housing No. 591, 1994, PDF copy (side 7) 
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PORTABLE HOUSING FLOOR PLAN  
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 P-591, Portable Housing Floor Plan 



P-591 

(USAG Japan Sagamihara Housing Area) 

HABS No. US – 1 

 (Page 40) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 3 

LICENSE FOR THE USE OF REAL ESTATE 
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License For The Use Of Real Estate, 9 June 1994, PDF copy  
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Portable House Sales and Depreciation Register, 22 August 1994, PDF copy 
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APPENDIX 5 

MEMORANDUM: 

PORTABLE HOUSE LICENSES AND UPGRADES 
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Memorandum: Portable House Licenses and Upgrades , 3 December 1991, PDF copy (side 1)  
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Memorandum: Portable House Licenses and Upgrades , 3 December 1991, PDF copy (side 2)  
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PORTABLE HOUSE MAINTENANCE AND APPEARANCE STATNDARDS 
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Portable House Maintenance and Appearance Standards, 1990, PDF copy (side 1) 
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Portable House Maintenance and Appearance Standards, 1990, PDF copy (side 2) 
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Portable House Maintenance and Appearance Standards, 1990, PDF copy (side 3) 
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Portable House Maintenance and Appearance Standards, 1990, PDF copy (side 4)  
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Portable House Maintenance and Appearance Standards, 1990, PDF copy (side 5)  
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APPENDIX 5 

HISTORIC VIEW 

PHOTOGRAPH P-354 

PHOTOGRAPH P-436 
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P-house Sagamihara Housing Area, USAG-Japan, published in the “1956 Guide to Camp Zama.” 

 

 



P-591 

(USAG Japan Sagamihara Housing Area) 

HABS No. US – 1 

 (Page 55) 
 

 

P-354, front façade, one of three remaining portable housing units on Sagamihara Housing Area, 

USAG- Japan 
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P-436, front façade, one of three remaining portable housing units on Sagamihara Housing Area, 

USAG- Japan, this structure is set for demolition. 

 

 


