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Location: The house is located on 2nd street between Fuchinobe and Aquaduct roads, United 
States Army Garrison Sagamihara Housing Area, Sagamihara chuo Ward, Kanagawa Prefecture 
Japan. 
It is located 35° 31' 25.87"N  139° 25' 8.03"E 
 
Significance: Built in August of 1961, P-354 is the oldest continuously owner occupied 
temporary structure on Sagamihara Housing Area. It is one of the last three surviving P-houses, 
which were used as temporary structures utilized by civilian contractors to meet the housing 
needs of USAG Camp Zama in the 1950s and 60s. Once numbering over a 100, P-houses are the 
only civilian owned homes on a military instillation both in the United States and on foreign soil. 
P-354 is an extraordinary example of the unique designs found in the structures that were 
developed to meet the needs of the military for housing and are a continuation of the modular 
homes found in the US that were highly utilized on military installations during and after  World 
War II. 
 
Description: P- 354 with a gross floor area of 1,271’, the P-house appears to have a foundation 
with a thin slab of concrete in combination with concrete piers at the visible corners. Grey 
corrugated metal siding is hung vertically and meets the ground.  P-354’s gable roof is composed 
of traditional Japanese terra cotta curved tiles. The tiles are secured on wood sheathing. 
Constructed expertly, there is evidence of replacement tiles where the color is more evident and 
texture appears to have a different finish than the original tiles. Small double sliding windows 
with weathered wood frames are on all facades except the main façade, which includes an 
adapted double sliding window to accommodate an air conditioner.  
 
History: With a floor plan completion date of 27 August 1961, P-354’s first documented sale was 
on August 20, 1980, which clearly establishes the ownership process under US Army Japan 
regulations. The seller or vendor of P-354 requested permission to sell his personal property on 
August 6, 1979. What transpired over the next twelve months has not been clarified nor has it 
been established that the request to sell needed to be done prior to placing the P-house on the 
market. When the sale was made on August 20, 1980, it was sold for $1687.43, which reflected 
depreciation in value of ten percent per year as directed by USAG Camp Zama regulations. 
Three days later, August 23, 1980, a License for the Use of Real Estate was issued with an 
effective date of depreciation to the new owner for five years.   
 
On 29 March, 1985, a request for an administrative transfer for ownership of P-354 and license 
for the site on which P-354 stands was approved. This exception to policy found that for the best 
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interest of the family at the untimely death of the father, who owned P-354, continued ownership 
by the son be granted. As of June 2013, the son still lives in the structure and works on 
Sagamihara Housing Area. 
 
Sources: Anecdotal evidence provided some of the most compelling evidence and background 
information for the report. The rich history that was garnered from base personnel who either 
lived in the P-houses or had familiarity with them through their professional dealings put these 
resources in context. Interviews were carried out with Bruce Derr, former owner and resident of 
two P-houses on the Sagamihara Housing Area. David Magnuson, Division Chief, of the 
Department of Public Works, USAG Camp Zama. Doug Schulte, the present owner and 
occupant of P-591 on Sagamihara Housing Area, and John Dykstra, a lawyer for Legal Affairs 
Office, USAG Camp Zama. 
 
 
“1956 Guide to Camp Zama.” http://www.yohidevils.net/kanto/1956zama/56zama00.html 

(accessed February 13, 2013). 
 
Chief, George B. Sinclair, “Transfer of P-House Ownership,” memorandum for Technical 

Services Branch, USAG Camp Zama Japan, 29 March, 1985. 
 
Col. Ralph R. Smoot, “Transfer of P-house Ownership,” memorandum from AJPOD-TS, USAG 

Camp Zama, Japan, 29 March 1985. 
 
The Camp Zama Historical Monument Walking Tour. 

http://www.usagj.jp.pac.army.mil/links/doc/Camp%20Zama%20Historical%20Tour_Eng
lish.pdf (accessed January 19, 2013). 

United States Army Japan/IX Corps, Bill of Sale, USARJ Reg 210-13) Washington, DC, 20 
August 1980. 

U.S. Department of the Army. Portable House Sales and Depreciation Register. Open-file report. 
Washington, DC, 1980. 

 
U.S. Department of the Army. Request to Purchase/Sell a Portable House. Open-file report 

Washington, DC, 1979. 
 
United States Army Japan/IX Corps, License for the Use of Real Estate. USARJ Reg 420-1. 

Washington, DC, 20 August 1980. 
 
United States Army Japan/IX Corps, License for the Use of Real Estate, USARJ Reg 210-13. 

Washington, DC, 20 April 1983. 
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United States Army Japan/IX Corps, License for the Use of Real Estate, USARJ Reg 210-13. 

Washington, DC, 20 April 1985. 

 
 
 Historian: Patricia A. Reilly, 2013 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
P-354 Portable Housing Unit 
Sagamihara Housing Area 

USAG Japan 
 

These photographs are representative exterior views of P-354. Photographs were taken by Patricia 
Reilly in May 2013. 

 
 

 
 

Main entrance, front west facing façade  
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Side, south facing façade  
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Rear, east facing façade 
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Side, north facing façade  
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APPENDIX 1 

REQUEST TO PURCHASE/SELL A PORTABLE HOUSE 
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Request to Purchase/Sell Portable House, 6 August 1979, PDF copy 
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APPENDIX 2 

BILL OF SALE 
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Bill of Sale, 1980, PDF copy 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

PORTABLE HOUSING FLOOR PLAN 
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P-354, Portable Housing Floor Plan 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

LICENSE FOR USE OF REAL ESTATE 
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License for the Use of Real Estate, 20 August 1980, PDF copy  
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License for the Use of Real Estate, 12 August 1983, PDF copy 



   P-354 
(Portable Housing Unit Sagamihara Housing Area USAG Japan) 

HABS No. US-1-A 
Page 18 

 
 

 
License for the Use of Real Estate, 20 August 1985, PDF copy  
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License for the Use of Real Estate, 20 August 1990, PDF copy  
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APPENDIX 5 
 

PORTABLE HOUSE SALES AND DEPRECIATION REGISTER 
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Portable House Sales and Depreciation Register, 23 August 1980, PDF copy 
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APPENDIX 6 
 

DISPOSITION FORM 
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Disposition Form, 29 March 1985, PDF copy 
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APPENDIX 7 
 

TRANSFER OF P-HOUSE OWNERSHIP 
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Transfer of P-house Ownership, 29 March 1985, PDF copy 


