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Location: The house is located on Sagami road between 2nd and 1st streets, United States Army 
Garrison (USAG) Sagamihara Housing Area, Sagamihara chuo Ward, Kanagawa Prefecture 
Japan. 
It is located 35° 31’ 35.54"N 139° 25' 2523.46"E   
 
Significance: Built in May of 1962, P-436 is one of three remaining P-houses which were used 
as temporary structures utilized by civilian contractors to meet the housing needs of USAG 
Camp Zama in the 1950s and 60s. Once numbering over a 100, P-houses are the only civilian 
owned homes on military instillations both in the United States and on foreign soil. 
 
Description: A vacant structure with a gross floor area of 1,126’, P-436 has a pier foundation 
consisting of concrete blocks that are tapered at the top and are approximately 12”- 15” in height, 
with an open crawl space underneath the structure. Yellow wooden clapboard siding forms the 
exterior sides of the structure with corner boards present on the façade. A blue tin gable roof of 
metal panels and batten clips spans the structure. In addition, there are two shed roofs that cover 
enclosed projections of the structure. At the entrance, the shed roof is composed of corrugated 
metal with the original finish, and on the rear projection the metal panel reflects the roof in 
material and construction, but is red in color. While the window and door openings are boarded 
up, it is evident that there are a variety of sizes and that the windows have metal frames. Fixed 
wood shutters, rust in color, define the main façade window on both sides and the windows that 
face the street view. 
 
History: With a floor plan completion date of 22 May 1962, P-436’s only documented sale was 
on December 11, 1989, which clearly established the ownership process under US Army Japan 
regulations. Additional documentation of the transfer of ownership is supported with the Portable 
House Sales and Depreciation Register that Camp Zama’s Housing Office, used to log P-house 
repairs, improvements and the affected depreciation value. The License for Use of Real Estate on 
Sagamihara Housing Area of P-436 has not been located, nor any other paperwork.  Anecdotal 
evidence has indicated that another person other than listed on the documented bill of sale, lived 
in the structure when it was vacated in January 2013.1 As part of the temporary structures built 
                                                             

        1 In numerous conversations with Mr. David Magnuson, Division Chief, of the Department 
of Public Works, USAG Camp Zama, he referred to the third P-house (P-436) by another 
number and an occupant’s name that does not match the sale in 1989.  
 



P-436 
(Portable Housing Unit Sagamihara Housing Area USAG Japan) 

HABS No. US-1-B 

Page 2 
 
and purchased by the civilian contractors who worked in support of USAG Camp Zama, the 
construction was carried out by civilian Japanese workers for the USAG-J Housing Management 
Division.  
   
As one of the over 100 P-houses that once dotted the landscape of USAG Camp Zama Japan’s 
housing areas Camp Fuchinobe and Sagami Housing Area, not only breaking up the landscape 
with individual architectural expressions, these structures also attested to the diverse population 
that helped carry out the USAG mission in Zama Japan. Civilian workers ranging from local 
nationals, whose jobs demanded that they be present on base twenty four hours a day, to 
American contractors, who worked at the depot station and helped provision the needs of the 
Korean conflict and the Vietnam War, were some of the first to occupy these homes. Over the 
years P-houses were sold from one civilian to another at a reasonable price (with a depreciation 
of 10 percent per year) making housing affordable for civilians, military retirees, and their 
families who otherwise would have to live on the Japanese economy in the greater Tokyo area, a 
location that has become one of the most expensive housing markets in the world. 
 
 
Sources: Anecdotal evidence provided some of the most compelling evidence and background 
information for the report. The rich history that was garnered from base personnel who either 
lived in the P-houses or had familiarity with them through their professional dealings put these 
resources in context. Interviews were carried out with Bruce Derr, former owner and resident of 
two P-houses on the Sagamihara Housing Area. David Magnuson, Division Chief, of the 
Department of Public Works, USAG Camp Zama. Doug Schulte, the present owner and 
occupant of P-591 on Sagamihara Housing Area, and John Dykstra, a lawyer for Legal Affairs 
Office, USAG Camp Zama. 
 
“1956 Guide to Camp Zama.” http://www.yohidevils.net/kanto/1956zama/56zama00.html 

(accessed February 13, 2013). 
 
The Camp Zama Historical Monument Walking Tour. 

http://www.usagj.jp.pac.army.mil/links/doc/Camp%20Zama%20Historical%20Tour_Eng
lish.pdf (accessed January 19, 2013). 

United States Army Japan/IX Corps, Bill of Sale, USARJ Reg 210-13) Washington, DC, 20 
December 1989. 

U.S. Department of the Army. Portable House Sales and Depreciation Register. Open-file report. 
Washington, DC, 1990. 

 
 

Historian: Patricia A. Reilly, 2013 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

P-436 Portable Housing Unit 

Sagamihara Housing Area 

USAG Japan 

 
These photographs are representative exterior views of P-436. Photographs were taken by Patricia 
Reilly in May 2013. 

 

 

Main entrance, front south facing façade 
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Side, west facing façade 
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Side, east facing façade 
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BILL OF SALE 
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Bill of Sale, 1989, PDF copy 
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APPENDIX 2 

PORTABLE HOUSING FLOOR PLAN 
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P-436, Floor Plan 
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PORTABLE HOUSING SALES AND DEPRECIATION REGISTER  
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Portable Housing Sales and Depreciation Register, 1989, PDF copy 




