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HISTORY O SAINT PAUL'S RECTORY, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA (D.C. UNTIL 1886)
by Vi o
Margery Arden Hall, April 1932. TR PR <§g,;§#§?

The first mention of Saint Paul'’s Rectory is found in 2 deed of Trust

- dated 1853 whioch refers to a document dated 16th November 1831 whioh says:
"St. Paul's Church Congregation are desirous of erecting a dvelling house
for the mocomodation of their Rector, and to effaot that object the sum of
£2500. is required”. "The vegtry of said Church propose raising that sum
by stock in shsrea of one hundred dollars --- and bearing interest of six
per oent per annum payable guarterly from July 1 1832 -=-- to seoure the
interest the rents arrising from said dwelling {(to be pamid by the occupant)
are to be conveyed to a Trustee" etc. _

Fifteen pesople bought shares of thig stock, the lergest sum invested by
any one persom being £800, (eight shares) bought by the Rev. William Jack-
gon, then Rector of St. Paul's., MNr Jackson resigned in 1832 and so0ld his
stock to Mr. Willism C. Gardiner, slready a stookholder and s vestryman.

Ferdinand P. Marstellar and others oonveyed property by deed dated ¥arch
10th 1832 in trust for the use, benefit snd advantsge of St. Paul's Churoh
to Trustees (see page 65 Veastry Register). This property is described in
the deed of Trust conveyed in 1852 to William Fowle and Cassius Lee and |
included the property where the prasent Parish Hall, Lecture Room, or Chspel
was later erected, as well as the Rectory property.

In 1822, Mr., Jeckson reportad "the sum of $800. spent on the Church and a
Parsonage soon to be complsted”. In 1833, the Rev. James T. Johnston be-~
came the Rector and he is probably the firast ococupamt of the Rectory. At
this time only the front half of the present house was built. Parson and
Mrs Johnston lived here until he resigned in 1859 and in June of that year
Dr. George Hatley MWorton beoame the Rector. Then came the Yar and Dr.Nor-

- ton with hie family left Alexsndria and remove to Lexingten, va. During

.. the occupanoy of 3t. raul's Church as a Federal Hoapital the Rectory wase
used se a Federsl Commissary. On May 15, 1865,"to secure the return of the
Churoh, Chapel, and Rectory to the Congregation, snd to superintend all
necesgary repairs” Mr. J. Wallace Hooff and Mr John A. Dixon were appointad
by the Vestry. ‘
" The house was of red briok with stone s8ills and outside wooden shutters.
The hall on the firet floor was reached by a flight of outside steps with
#n arched doorway. The hall was on the west, opening into two large square
rooms to the east through doors with triple orosses {double croesed in the
upper half of the panelling(. In the basement { only two and a halff feat
below the street level) was the diningroom and kitchen. The second floor
contained two large snd one small bedroom and the attio had three bedrooms
and & small hall., The house had two lakge chimneys and a shingled roof.
At the front door was a carrbage block and & hitohing ring in the syoamorse
trees and beyond the brick pavement the strest was paved with cobble stones
which had bean laid by the Hessian soldiers during the Revolution. At one
time there was dwooden baloony poroh extending the length of the east wall
wkich was sapprosched through the north room on the first floor. This poroh |
had no steps to the ground. There wae & well in the basement floor, probaby
used for grainage. i

In 1871, the Rectory was desoribed to the Vegtry as beling utterly unfit |
for the comfort and necceesities of Dr. Norton and "dampness and decay ren-
dered it unhaalthy" ---- so extensive repairs weres made and the "baok wing"
was added at & oost of 22900, deasigned by Mr B, F, Price, At this time an
unknown gentleman behefaotor gave 3500, "to finish improvements end repairs”

. .and in the Spring of 1872 it was expended "in putting up 8 neat and substan-

7 tisl enolosure, in altering and modernizing the front entrance, and in
printing, grading, paving, etc". A year later it was found necessary to add
a railing to the front steps. These steps were renewed in 1884, /]




2 (5t. Paul's Restory cont-)
In 1879, forty-six years after the flrast stock was issued, Mrs Rebecca 4
Holmes Daingerfisld gave $1,000. to pay off the remaining stook thus B
-paying off the debt on the Rectory property, says .the Vestry Ragister. L
o After the death of Dr Norton in September 1893, &500. was again spent.
for repsirs. The 0l1d woodan cellar floor was removed from the old pamet of |
the house and replaced with briok., In 1909 the windows on the west side
of the house in the front halle (first snd sesond floara) wara olosad up;
end about 1915 electric lights were installed. ;
The Rev. Peter Parker Phillips D.D. and his family lived here during his -
ministry at St. Paul's 1894-1920. A "modermn" fireplace was ihatalled in r
the 1iving room for him which was altersd if: 1931 and replgaed with a re-
produotdon of an vld mgnfel in 1938,
In 1921, the sum ¢? £3000, was spent in a new h¢a§1ng plant, thoroughly
_renovating the interior, psinting the woodwork on the exterior and build-
ing two substanti pgrehes on the rear which were deaigned by Mr. Emmett
C. Dunn. 4 year latar a slate roof wae sdded to replace the shingles on
the older portion of the house, The Rev. Paray Foster Hall and hie fsmily
1ivad here from Septembsr -1921:to August. 1887
The origina] dining room snd kitchen werse" in the basement. During Dr,
Yorton's time the kitchen was mbved to the northesst cellsr room and the
dining room was ahove it. Dr Phillips haed the kitohen moved upstalrs to
the present location [(north east) and used the north west room for the
dining room. Dr Norton and Mr Hell used the northwest room for a study »
a8 does the present Reotor, Parson Jahnsten and Dr Phillipa uged the pre- '
gsent dining room as a etudy. -
Bsfore the Rev., E, A. daBordenave eama to St, ?aul 8, Mr Waterman at the
reguest of the eommittee in gharge of repajirs, restorad the front: door g
- snd steps to what {8 suppomed Lo be the original sppearsnce of the front
7 entrance, removing the vastibule and - dslapidated wooden steps. A8 there ;
%*ag no pictﬁra in #xistence of the front of the original house, the restor-.
ation was based upon the srchitecture of the periaﬂ and the 0ld arch that
was found beneath the newsr facade, _
¥any eminent devines have hesn entertalned here, notably, the Rov. L. B,
¥inor {(missionsry to Iiberia), Bishop Payne {1lst Bishop of Liberisal,
Bishop Penkek {&rd Bishop of Liberia), the Rev . Dr. Sparrow of the Virgin-
ia Theological Gaminaryg Bishops Meaﬂe Johne, Whittle, Randolph, Gibson,
and Goodwin of Virginls; the Rt. Rev Arthur Jett (of 3.4, Virglnia} Bishop
Brown {missionary %o Brazil and Bishop of Virginia} the Rt. Rev. Luclen
Lee Yinsolving {1#%t Bishop of Brazil), the Rev Dr. Morris (missionary to :
Brezil), the Rev J.. ¥. Morris (missionary te Jepan), Bishop Waide of Osaka
Japan, Biahop Té#een of Honan,' Chins , and two. gr#sidlng Bishope of the
Episcopal Churoh in Amerioa, the Rt. Rav, John G. Murray and the Ri{. Rev,
Henry St. George Tucker of Virginia and formerly of Japan,
It is possible that Neliie Custis and her husband Major Lawrence Lewis
were entsrtained here also, but this is not eer-tainly known.
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