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SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCR/BE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)
.1 mile west of Bayville Creek, at east end of Thoroughgood Lane

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION ({NCLUOE SOURCE} ARCHITECT(S) (INCLUOE SOURCE)

1646-1660
SIGNIFICANCE (ARCRITECTURAL ANO HISTORICAL, INCLUOE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)

'_One of the oldest surviving houses in Virginia, as well as the East Coast, the Adam
Thoroughgood house is also significant as a good example of the central-hall plan, 17th
century dwelling.

STYLE (IF APPROPRIA TE}

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (/NCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

".OIAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHEQO FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHEO)

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONSWITH DATES

In 1745, windows were enlarged and dormers added, in addition to several interior changes.
Through restorations in 1923 and 1957, the house was returned to its original 17th century
design,

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE

Presently used as an historic house museum.
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i National Historic Landmark {Information above taken from Landmark documentation) :

DATE
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Druacilla J. Null, HABS 7/28/83
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ADDENDUM TO:

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

ADAM THOROUGHGOOD HOUSE

HABS No. VA-209

This report is an addendum to the one-page summary by Thomas Waterman in 1940 and the
inventory form completed in 1983. Both were previously transmitted to the Library of Congress,
along with cover sheets for earlier sets of the documentation.

Location:

Owner:

Present Use:

Significance:

1636 Parish Road, Virginia Beach, Princess Anne County, Virginia.

In previous HABS documentation, the address was listed as 0.1 miles west of
Bayville Creek, at the East end of Thoroughgood Lane. The National Historic
Landmark database notes the property is on the Lynnhaven River.

The coordinates for the Thoroughgood House are longitude: 76.113448 and
latitude: 36.894329. They were obtained through Google Maps (WGS84) in
August 2013. There is no restriction on the release of the locational data to the
public.

City of Virginia Beach.
House museum.

Built in 1719-1720, the Thoroughgood House belongs to the generation of
housing forms that emerged after demographics stabilized and plantation life
became the norm in the early Chesapeake region of Maryland and Virginia. Its
small scale, expensive building materials, and quality of craftsmanship exemplify
the character of many planters’ houses now long lost. Studying the form and
interior room arrangements reveals construction techniques as well as about the
lives and daily rituals constructed within those walls. The houses the planters'
built, more so than the land they worked, offer insights to the world of the
Chesapeake.'

The materials of construction, namely the brick masonry walls, helped ensure the
survival of the Thoroughgood House from the eighteenth century into the
twentieth century. At that time, the historic character of the Thoroughgood House

! Author’s note: The summary statement of significance draws from extensive scholarship about the early
Chesapeake. Upon review by HABS, the footnotes citing key texts were deemed too lengthy and so too distracting
to remain here. However, scholars and their works are cited throughout the report and in Part III, Section C.
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became known and steps were taken to preserve it. The smaller size of the house
than that of other dwellings recognized from the colonial period, such as the two-
story mansions on the James River such as William Byrd III’s Westover (ca.
1750) or Northern Neck of Virginia like John Tayloe’s Mount Airy (1760s), led
many to think of the early Chesapeake as an architectural landscape of small- and
large-scale, well-built brick dwellings. In fact, brick houses were unusual because
of the labor costs inherent in building them. Most buildings were wood. Many
consisted of only one room. And many early Virginians found shelter in spaces
containing one room or less. This intimate and less permanent form of building in
wood proliferated throughout the Chesapeake.

The construction of the Thoroughgood House falls within a significant period of
American architectural history wherein English building traditions were adapted
to a Virginia context. Especially important are the use of a tilted false plate and
the tapering of the rafters in the common rafter roof system seen in the
Thoroughgood House. The tilted false plate alleviated the need for complicated
joinery at the point where the roof superstructure met the wall framing, whereas
the tapering encouraged the roof sheathing to lay flat. The practice of tapering the
rafters came from traditional heavy timber framing, whereas the use of a false
plate simplified house building in the Chesapeake and was further adapted by
being tilted or set on edge (45 degree angle) to resist water and torque. Both
modifications in framing the Chesapeake house occurred in the 1710s. The
Thoroughgood House, therefore, is an early example of the evolving carpentry
and construction methods used in the framing of dwellings in the Chesapeake as
the box frame known in England was pared down and refined in Virginia.

Similar to the carpentry developed in the Chesapeake, the bricks used in the
construction of the Thoroughgood House speak to the evolution of regional
building practice. The front fagade of the house is made of bricks laid in Flemish
bond while the remaining three facades are laid in English bond. This hierarchy,
or importance paid to the front, manifest in brick bonds and at times accentuated
with glazed headers appeared by ca. 1700 in buildings in the Chesapeake. Besides
the Thoroughgood House, the earliest examples include Yeocomino Church
(1706) in Westmoreland County and the house known as Weblin in Princess Anne
County.

Long standing preferences for structural ornamentation, such as exposed framing
members and patterns in brick bonds created through the placement of glazed
headers, continued through the first half of the eighteenth century. The
Thoroughgood House exhibits these as well. Another legacy of seventeenth-
century construction is found in the practice of building houses only 20’ in depth.
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This limitation in scale accommodated the common rafter roof which was a
mainstay of Chesapeake framing techniques well into the nineteenth century.

Expediency and experimentation characterized house building in the seventeenth-
century Chesapeake. A variety of floor plans, or the arrangement of rooms in a
building, was tried. These choices reflected regional preferences known from
England and on-going adaptations of those building practices in Virginia and
Chesapeake region. By the century’s end, the floor plans of the Chesapeake house
predominantly consisted of one room or two as households accommodated
servants and enslaved laborers in increasingly segregated ways. Outbuildings
assumed the functions once housed in the dwelling; inside the house, social
screening occurred on the porch, in the lobby or inside the multi-purpose and
primary living area known as the hall. In houses with a two-room floor plan, the
rooms were called a hall and a chamber. The hall-chamber house of the
Chesapeake resembles that of the hall-parlor house built elsewhere in British
Colonial America. The chamber (or parlor) was a semi-private space furnished
with the best bed and seating furniture suggesting a social nature unfamiliar to our
contemporary understandings of a private bedroom.

Refinements to domestic space continued into the eighteenth century. The
emergence of the central passage is a particularly important evolution in
Chesapeake house design. The Thoroughgood House is one of the earliest
examples of a house with the central passage floor plan to be built in British
Colonial America, and in the Chesapeake in particular. Others of similar scale and
with similar spatial arrangements soon followed in Princess Anne County. As
those buildings suggest happened, houses with center-passage plans began to
proliferate in the predominantly wooden Chesapeake landscape of one- and two-
room structures of varying quality from ramshackle to refined. Their presence in
this setting was pronounced. So much so in 1732 a traveler to Virginia
commented on the manner of house building — it was much alike — with dwellings
consisting of two rooms to either side of a passage and chimneys at the gable
ends. These were the houses in which to seek hospitality and a bed for the night.
As the traveler quickly learned, and architectural historians later discovered, the
significance of the central passage lies in its influence over how spaces were used
in the house. The passage realigned spatial hierarchies and allowed for an
increasingly specialized use of rooms, like the hall and chamber, as social
stratification and genteel ritual demanded.

The passage ushered a designated entry space into the house proper and, as
Chesapeake social lines solidified, the passage facilitated a drawing of boundaries
according to status. It also became an informal living space because it was cooler
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in the summer months. And, as house plans expanded in the eighteenth century, it
too evolved. Stairways, like that seen in the Thoroughgood House, ceased to be
built in the passage. Separating the passage and the stair further restricted access
to rooms upstairs and further encouraged social engagement in the passage itself.
Architectural embellishments, such as the wainscot and paneling of the
Thoroughgood House or the articulation of the central block in Mount Airy,
followed. By the end of the eighteenth century, the passage was a symbol of
social rank as much as any other room in the house. It evolved from a space
where that rank was enforced through social control — who could come in, who
could go where — to a space that conferred distinction on its owner-occupant.
Understanding the trajectory of the passage elucidates how the gentry house
evolved and gives insight to the structures of daily life in the colonial period.

The Thoroughgood House is one of the oldest extant houses in what was British
Colonial America. Its survival facilitated the study of how buildings were
constructed in the period which in turn cast light on how society was constructed.
These insights into past affected the interpretation of the historic house
throughout the twentieth century. Scholars and tourists returned again and again
to the house, each time coming closer to solving present-day puzzles of a partially
known story. Architectural, archaeological and historical research together placed
the Thoroughgood House’s construction in the spectrum of Chesapeake house
design. Innovations and continuities in construction speak to its early date, while
the floor plan heralds an arrangement and reordering of domestic space that
proved integral to Colonial Chesapeake society and the hegemonic planter culture
that underpinned it. The socio-economic system gave rise to the mansions of
Virginia and supported the politics of Revolution in the 1770s.

Virginia B. Price.

This report updates the HABS record for the Thoroughgood House. The drawings
were completed as an early entry in the Peterson Prize competition (1986) and the
historical data compiled during a 1940 survey by program leader, Thomas T.
Waterman. The inventory card was completed in 1983 using information from the
National Historic Landmark (NHL) nomination. The Adam Thoroughgood House
was designated as a NHL in October 1960. The updated documentation was
supported by the HABS program, Catherine C. Lavoie, Chief.

This report draws from research that provides new evidence of construction and
dates the historic house to the eighteenth century. The discoveries made through
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archaeological and dendrochronological studies in the late twentieth century
pushed the dates of many Anglo-American houses back by years and, even,
decades as they did for the Thoroughgood House. Still, the long history of the
Thoroughgood House includes episodes of occupancy, physical changes and
interpretation. This report chronicles those interludes and adds documentary detail
to the interdisciplinary analysis presented in the recent archaeological assessment.

This report also responds, in part, to the call for a detailed history of
Thoroughgood descendents. For HABS, the chain of title is an important sub-
section of the outline guiding the information (and its organization) of the
historical report. This report provides a compilation of family members oriented
around the house itself. The “owners and occupants” sub-section of this report is,
therefore, the beginning to the more complete genealogy of the Throughgooods
and thzeir extended kin network called for at the conclusion of the archaeological
work.

The author is grateful to many individuals who provided research assistance and
generously shared their expertise, in particular Catherine Bishir, Cary Carson,
Edward Chappell, Mary Christ, Willie Graham, Quatro Hubbard, Marilyn Ibach,
Elizabeth S. Kostelny, Matthew Laird, Lauren Leake, Carl Lounsbury, Nicholas
Luccketti, Louis Malon, Anne Miller, Roger Reed, John H. Sprinkle, Jr., Bly
Straube, Diana Sykes, Troy Valos, Dan Vivian, and Camille Wells.

? The recommendation comes from the interdisciplinary study led by archacologist Nicholas Luccketti. It is repeated
in the updated nomination form for the property’s (already listed) entry in National Register of Historic Places.
Nicholas Luccketti, Archaeological Assessment Adam Thoroughgood House, Report, James River Institute of
Archaeology, December 2004, 57; “Adam Thoroughgood House,” Nomination 2008, National Register of Historic
Places, National Park Service, Sec. 7, 7.
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:
1. Date of erection: 1719-20.3

For much of the twentieth century the house was thought by many to have been built by
Captain Adam Thoroughgood in the1630s. The connection between the Captain’s
successful rise from immigrant to land holder and the well-built but small house fostered
this interpretation. The 1630s-era interpretation of the house’s construction date is also an
early example of the integration of documentary and material evidence in architectural
history; as such, the interpretation was also tested as those interested in early American
architecture returned to study the house. Vernacular architecture fit uneasily into formal
analyses based on English or high style precedent, and the Thoroughgood House
provided history enthusiasts and scholars with one of Virginia’s oldest buildings to
explore and evaluate.

An alternative date of construction was soon hinted. In a 1920s-era survey, for example,
Sadie Scott Kellam and Hope Kellam observed the existing house and the dwelling
described at the Captain’s death differed.* Others also noticed, but accounting for the
incongruences varied.” Family historians wedded to the 1630s date countered these
inquiries with detailed documentary accounts of the Captain’s family and of house-
building campaigns that both elucidated and muddied understandings of the present
building.® One persistent theory posited that the house was constructed in two phases.’

? Luccketti, Archaeological Assessment.

* Sadie Scott Kellam and V. Hope Kellam. Old Houses in Princess Anne, Virginia (Portsmouth, VA: Printcraft
Press, 1931), 42-43. Their knowledge of local history placed the house on Church Point Plantation and traced it to
John Thoroughgood, but the genealogical trail took a turn at that point in their research. The John Thoroughgood
they referenced was the builder’s uncle. Kellam and Kellam, 26-27.

> Henry Chandlee Forman, “A New Story about the Old Thoroughgood House,” Norfolk Museum Bulletin 12, no. 1
(January 1962). Forman correctly observed the builder and building date were as yet unproven. Yet his evaluation
was couched in a critique of the restoration plans by Finlay Ferguson and garden restoration by Alden Hopkins.
Moreover, his categorization of the building’s appearance and construction as representative of a Medieval English
style proved a red herring in the dialogue about the Chesapeake house. The Chesapeake House, edited by Cary
Carson and Carl R. Lounsbury (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press in association with Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, 2013); Camille Wells, “The Multistoried House: Twentieth-Century Encounters with the
Domestic Architecture of Colonial Virginia,” Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 106, no. 4 (Autumn
1998): 372-73.

8 W. Paul Treanor, “Adam Thoroughgood The Man Historians Forgot,” The Chesopian 38, no. 3-4 (Fall-Winter
2000), 2-3; W. Paul Treanor, “The Adam Thoroughgood House: The Truth about its Age A Brief History of Lower
Norfolk County, Virginia,” The Chesopian 40, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 4-5; W. Paul Treanor, “Residents of the
Thorowgood House,” n.d.,; copy on file with the author; W. Paul Treanor to Nicholas Luccketti, December 5, 2007,
copy on file with the author.
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This likely was born of an effort to reconcile the Flemish bond (front) fagade with the
three walls laid in English bond before hierarchies in building finish were fully
understood in context. Thus, in the 1920s and again in the 1950s, owners of the house
restored it to an appearance in keeping with a seventeenth-century interpretation of its
construction date.

The Thoroughgood House nonetheless retains much of its original design and materials.
A key example is the riven clapboard roof covering a steeply pitched gable. Architectural
evidence, like the clapboards, joined ever more awkwardly with the seventeenth-century
periodization of the building. Reconciling threads of evidence and identifying streams of
influence placed the Thoroughgood House and its construction date at the center of
Chesapeake studies and established the house as a lynchpin to understanding of early
American architecture. Significantly, the Thoroughgood House represents the emergence
of an eighteenth-century vernacular building tradition including a central passage plan
and modgest scale, large chimneys, tilted false plate, and interior plaster and paneled wall
finishes.

Rarely, however, does a vernacular tradition turn on a precise date. Elements of the
Thoroughgood House, like the tilted false plate, surface in the Chesapeake in the 1710s
while other forms, such as the chamfered joists (now covered) and patterned brickwork
had longer periods of popularity. The latter places the house in a larger context of
building preferences without narrowing the date of construction considerably. That would
come with advances in investigative techniques, such as dendrochronology or tree-ring
dating, and a fresh look at the surviving documentary record done in support of the
archaeological study.

Dendrochronologists came to the Thoroughgood House on two occasions. The results of
the first study by Jack Heikkenen, a pioneer in the field, remain unknown.” The second
examination took place in 2004. The resulting analysis of the pine samples taken from the
floor joists and roof framing preclude construction before 1704. The analysis further

7 Research for the historic structure report by G. Alan Morledge included this topic. It also was addressed in the
Archaeological Assessment. Cary Carson to Alan Morledge, September 24, 2004, copy on file with the author;
Willie Graham and Cary Carson, “Architectural Analysis,” in Archaeological Assessment, 20-21.

$Graham and Carson, 14-22.

? Marc Davis, “Historic House Not a First After All,” Ledger-Star (Norfolk), n.d., clipping, copy on file with the
author. In the newspaper article, the then director of the Historic House program for the Chrysler Museum Patrick
Brennan referenced Heikkenen’s dendrochronological analysis. He stated that that releasing the date would be
misleading because the data came from a nailing block in the central passage that the Museum believed was not
original. The Museum’s position arose from the understanding of the house as a seventeenth-century building with
eighteenth-century renovations (the paneling for example). These renovations, it was held, replaced timbers that
would have been clear samples for the tree-ring analysis.
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suggested it occurred a decade or so afterward, while the evaluation done for the oak
samples extracted from the clapboards pushed the date to after 1716."

Archaeological work by the James River Institute of Archaeology settled the long-elusive
date of the Thoroughgood House. The archaeological project, which included
documentary research, revealed a construction date of 1719 to 1720.1 Moreover, the
archaeological investigations by the James River Institute found no evidence of
seventeenth-century occupation. Instead, the material evidence revealed Woodland
Period artifacts and an eighteenth-century European presence.'? Archacological testing
showed “‘extensive eighteenth-century remains to the south of the [house]...” The ground
below the plow-zone is undisturbed and so further archaeological investigation would
likely fill the south yard with colonial period outbuildings, gardens, and workspaces once
again. The integrity of the site holds despite the installation of the garden on the east
(water) side."”

The study substantiates the architectural investigations and interpretations that leaned
toward an eighteenth-century date, despite long standing historiography that placed the
house’s erection in the seventeenth century. Seminal studies by Cary Carson, in his thesis
on seventeenth-century housing, and Dell Upton, in his dissertation, pushed the
construction of Virginia landmarks like the Thoroughgood House and the church tower at
Jamestown to no earlier than the third quarter of the seventeenth century. And, likely
pushed them back into later decades.'* Dendrochronology tested the on-going analysis of
the architectural landscape and confirmed Carson’s, Upton’s and others’ readings of
buildings similar in scale and in form to the Thoroughgood House as eighteenth-century
artifacts. Examples of those re-assessments include the nearby Lynnhaven House, once
thought to date to ca. 1675 and dendrochronologically dated to 1725", as well as the
Keeling House and Kiskiack. e

"Daniel Miles and Michael J. Worthington, “The Tree-Ring Dating of the Adam Thoroughgood House, Virginia
Beach, Virginia,” Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory Report for the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation,
December 2004.

" Luccketti, Archaeological Assessment.

2 Luccketti, Archaeological Assessment; see also, “Fix Better Date for Thoroughgood,” [1983], clipping, copy on
file with the author.

' Luccketti, Archaeological Assessment, 57.

' Cary Carson, “Settlement Patterns and Vernacular Architecture in Seventeenth-Century Tidewater Virginia,”
M.A. thesis, University of Delaware, 1969; Dell Upton, “Early Vernacular Architecture in Southeastern Virginia,”
Ph.D. diss., Brown University, 1979.

' Guy Friddell, “Tests Show Historic House Newer Than Believed,” [1983], clipping, copy on file with author.

'® HABS documentation for the Lynnhaven House dates to the 1930s era survey, as does that for the Keeling House.
See HABS No. VA-11-16 (Lynnhaven) and HABS No. VA-11-17 (Keeling). Documentation for Kiskiack occurred
much later. See HABS No. VA-183.
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Collectively, the studies pointed to the 1720s as a time when building in brick became
affordable as an investment of resources and desirable as a social statement.'” The on-
going architectural studies of the Thoroughgood House specifically, and the larger
context created through surveys of the Chesapeake as a region, reinforced the conclusions
of the archaeological assessment about the house’s eighteenth-century date. The house
referenced in legal documents surrounding Argall Thoroughgood’s death in 1719 stands
today. It is more fully understood and no less significant for the dialogue and debate over
its construction date and building history.

2. Architect: Argall Thoroughgood II owned the property, and he died while the house
was under construction.'®

Given the practices of the day, constructing such a house would not have involved an
architect; rather, the client would have employed carpenters and brickmasons to
accomplish the work of their crafts.'® Argall Thoroughgood started the project, and his
widow Susannah completed it.

3. Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses: This section appears in reverse date-
order, beginning with the current property owners and working back through time to the
date of construction. It continues past the 1719 to 1720 building campaign to the land
patent under Captain Adam Thoroughgood in the 1630s. Expanding the deed record is a
summary of the generation each transaction represents. Historical information about the
property owners — corporate or individual — was gathered from other primary sources
such as census records. Throughout the eighteenth century the owner was also the

'7 Carl R. Lounsbury, “Brickwork,” in The Chesapeake House, edited by Cary Carson and Carl R. Lounsbury
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press in association with Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 2013), 239-
58; Camille Wells to Virginia B. Price, personal communication, var. dates; for a HABS reference, see Virginia B.
Price, “Kiskiack,” Report 1998, Historic American Buildings Survey, Library of Congress (HABS No. VA-183).

'8 Princess Anne County Court Records, Deeds and Wills 3, 253.

' Architectural practice as thought of today bears little resemblance to the circumstances in which settlers of the
early Chesapeake found themselves. See, for example, Cary Carson, Norman F. Barka, William M. Kelso, Garry
Wheeler Stone, and Dell Upton, “Impermanent Architecture in the Southern American Colonies,” Winterthur
Portfolio 16 (Autumn 1981): 135-96; Dell Upton, “The Origins of Chesapeake Architecture,” in Three Centuries of
Maryland Architecture (Annapolis: Maryland Historical Trust, 1982), 44-57; Willie Graham, Carter L. Hudgins,
Carl R. Lounsbury, Fraser D. Neiman, and James P. Whittenburg, “Adaptation and Innovation: Archaeological and
Architectural Perspectives on the Seventeenth-Century Chesapeake,” William and Mary Quarterly 3™ series, 64, no.
3 (July 2007): 451-522; Cary Carson, Joanne Bowen, Willie Graham, Martha McCartney, and Lorena Walsh, “New
World, Real World: Improvising English Culture in Seventeenth-Century Virginia,” Journal of Southern History 74,
no. 1 (February 2008): 31-88; Willie Graham, “Preindustrial Framing in the Chesapeake,” in Constructing Image,
Identity, and Place: Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture 1X, edited by Alison K. Hoagland and Kenneth A.
Breisch (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2003),179-96; Carl R. Lounsbury, “The Design Process,” in The
Chesapeake House, edited by Cary Carson and Carl R. Lounsbury, 64-85. For summary of sources, please see the
suggested bibliography in Part I1I, Section C of this report.
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occupant. From the mid 1820s to late 1850s occupancy is unclear. Similar ambiguities
exist from the late 1890s onward.

Chain of title:*° Today the Thoroughgood House is owned by the City of Virginia Beach
and operated as a historic house museum. The city acquired the property in 2003.'

2003 To the City of Virginia Beach Virginia Circuit Court
Instrument 20031105001813110.%

Although the City of Virginia Beach operated the Thoroughgood House as a historic
house museum beginning in 1999, the City of Norfolk retained ownership of the 2.29
acre parcel until September 2003. In September 2003, the City of Norfolk transferred title
of the Thoroughgood House property to Virginia Beach. The transfer also included a plot
containing two acres, more or less, adjoining the Thoroughgood parcel on the north side.

Prior to the City of Norfolk assuming title in November 1960, the historic property
changed hands several times after Grace Keeler conveyed her interest to Thorrowgood
Manor, Inc., in 1941.% Several foundations or incorporated entities owned the building
and grounds between 1941 and 1960.

1960 To the City of Norfolk** Deed Book 676, folio 523-25

During the 1960s the Thoroughgood House received recognition for its historic character
and importance in early American architectural history as well as from experts in the

2 Author’s note: The footnotes in the ensuing chain of title are lengthy. These provide contextual information about
the individual land transactions and additional family members that are important to a broader understanding of the
family genealogy and its relationship to the lands once held by Captain Adam Thoroughgood. These footnotes
support the chain of title compiled specifically for the HABS report. Because of this, the supplemental historical
data is presented as notes rather than as part of the main text. - vbp

1 “Old House, New Caretaker: Deal on Thoroughgood House,” clipping, copy on file with the author. According to
the newspaper article, in 1999 the City of Norfolk asked the City of Virginia Beach to take over the operations of the
historic house. By 2001 the building needed repairs, notably to the chimneys, and it was recognized that the
maintenance of a historic site located in another municipality had become unwieldy. Negotiations for the property
settled with the City of Virginia Beach donating $50,000 to the Chrysler Museum for five years and assuming title
to the Thoroughgood House in exchange. The accounting of the transfer referenced Henry Clay Hofheimer’s role in
the preservation of the house in the 1950s. Hoftheimer’s philanthropy in the region is well known, and his support for
the Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk likely brought the Thoroughgood House under the curator’s care.

22 Also, Jorja K. Jean, [editorial]“Cities’ Squabble Endangers Thoroughgood House,” clipping, copy on file with the
author.

2 Princess Anne County Court Records, Deed Book 209, 33-36; Princess Anne County Court Records, Deed Book
676, 523-25.

* The Chrysler Museum of Art was originally known as the Norfolk Academy of Arts and Sciences; it was under
this name that the association between the Museum and the Thoroughgood House began.
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fields of archaeology and landscape architecture as the interpretation of the property
expanded. As a Norfolk city property, and one of such significance, curatorial oversight
of the house museum and its collections initially fell to the Chrysler Museum of Art and
later it was run as a historic property alongside other city house museums such as the
Moses Myers House in downtown Norfolk. Archaeological investigations of the south
yard (1965) and house foundations (1967) were conducted by Floyd Painter. The gardens
were designed by Alden Hopkins and recreated through the Garden Club of Virginia’s
restoration program in 1960.

Upon completion of the landscape installation, the Garden Club of Virginia formally
presented the gardens to the city in April 1961. The director of the National Park Service,
Stanley Abbott, marked the occasion with the announcement of the designation of the
Thoroughgood House as a National Historic Landmark.

1955 To the Adam Thoroughgood Foundation = Deed Book 418, folio 596-98
1955 To the Thorogood Corporation Deed Book 394, folio 459-62
Greenbrier Farms sold the property in February 1955 to the Thorogood Corporation while

retaining interest in the nursery on the grounds for three more years.””> The Corporation
transferred the parcel to the Adam Thoroughgood House Foundation in August of that

year.
1944 To Greenbrier Farms Deed Book 224, folio 585-87
1941 To Thorrowgood Manor, Inc. Deed Book 209, folio 33-36

In October 1941 Grace Keeler conveyed title to four parcels of land in Princess Anne
County to Thorrowgood Manor, the first of which included the historic house. The
description of the first parcel referenced a plat made in April 1890 when R.D. Garrison
and Joshua Garrison partitioned the land they inherited from their father, George G.
Garrison.?® Robert Garrison’s portion was noted as tracts “C” and “D” on the survey
map; Keeler’s conveyance of the first parcel included both of these tracts. The parcel
consisted of almost 250 acres and included the oysters seeded, planted, and growing upon
the land.

%3 The property was described as the “old Thoroughgood House” in “the Kempsville district.” Two surveys were
done in 1944 and are referenced in the conveyance to Greenbrier Farms in Princess Anne County Court Records,
Deed Book 224, 515 as well as Map Book 16, 41.

*'W. R. Grimes surveyed the land. The plat was recorded in Princess Anne County Court Records, Deed Book 61,
246.



THOROUGHGOOD HOUSE
HABS No. VA-209

(page 14)

The other parcels transferred to Thorrowgood Manor included .194 acre of land in
Bayville that Keeler acquired from E. Fillmore Truitt in December 1922,? another .144
acre of land acquired from Irving Truitt in December 1922,” and 5.95 acres surveyed by
S. F. Day & Company in 1906. This last parcel was located in the cove between the Truitt
property and that of Dr. L. Lankford, and it was conveyed by E. Fillmore Truitt et ux to
the Keeler family in June 1906.% Keeler also transferred interest in oyster leases that she
and her brother Rufus assumed in 1929 and 1930.*° Thorrowgood Manor entered into a
deed of trust agreement to guarantee the installment payments of the $50,000 purchase
price. The Thoroughgood House property was described as “... about 255 acres lying on
the western side of Lynnhaven River and on the Eastern Side of Pleasure House Road,
sometimes called Ocean Park Highway, [...].”"

1906 To John D. Keeler, Grace M. Keeler, Deed Book 77, folio 382
Rufus P. Keeler

Court records put Rufus Keeler in Norfolk at the time the Keelers bought the
Thoroughgood House. It is unclear why, or for how long, he was in town.** Rufus Keeler
also appeared in the personal property tax rolls in 1909; his residence was listed as
Princess Anne County, however, he owed taxes only for himself —as a male over twenty-
one years of age — suggesting his occupancy was more occasional than permanent.™

Occasional use of the property by Rufus Keeler is supported by data from the census
records. The 1910 census placed the Keeler family in Albany, New York.** William
Keeler was the proprietor of a hotel. He was born in Ireland, and made his home in New

" Princess Anne County Court Records, Deed Book 115, 294; Princess Anne County Court Records, Map Book 6,
309. The land is described as adjoining W.H. Keeler’s estate. Joshua G. Moore surveyed the property.

8 Princess Anne County Court Records, Deed Book 115, 295; Princess Anne County Court Records, Map Book 6,
259. The boundary description references Pleasure House Road, then known as Ocean Park Highway, but not the
ordinary or tavern once operating there.

2 Princess Anne County Court Records, Deed Book 77, 385. At the time of this deed, from Truitt to the Keelers,
John and Grace Keeler were living in New York and Rufus was in Norfolk.

3% Princess Anne County Court Records, Oyster Lease Book 2, 224, 226, 228, 230, 232, 294.

3! Princess Anne County Court Records, Deed Book 209, 237.

** Additional research should be done once the main branch of the Norfolk Public Library re-opens in 2015. Tracing
Rufus Keeler’s, and his sister’s, role in the city and likely affiliation with the Galt family and the chapters of the
Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities (APVA, now Preservation Virginia).

33 Princess Anne County Personal Property Tax Records, 1909, Library of Virginia.

** There was a New York branch of the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities (APVA), so perhaps
the Keelers knew of the house’s significance through activities of the branch as their ties to early Virginia history
and sites of memory are otherwise unknown. Another Rufus Keeler, married to Hattie and much older than Grace’s
brother, was in Kempsville in 1910. 13™ Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624,
1178 rolls, T624 1643, 26B), Records of the Bureau of the Census, RG 29, National Archives and Records
Administration, Washington, DC (NAB)
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York. His wife Kate E. Keeler was born in New York, and at the time of census survey,
two of their children were counted among the household. Grace M. Keeler was thirty-two
years old, and Rufus Keeler was twenty-six. Rufus worked as the manager of the hotel.
Also in the household were two servants, Mary Burke and Katherine Grady. Both were
Irish. Similarly, the 1915 state census located the family in Albany as well. Cemetery
records also note Grace Keeler was buried in Albany; she died in 1958.%

Records generated for the census in 1920 indicate Grace Keeler lived on the
Thoroughgood House property before her restoration of the house; after, in 1930 and
1940, the census located her residence in present day Princess Anne Park rather than the
farm near the Lynnhaven Inlet. Even so, it is unclear if she ever occupied the historic
house, and it is thought she used a cottage on the property as her residence.™® It is known
that Keeler moved to take full ownership of the Thoroughgood House property around
1920. In July 1922 her brother John conveyed his one-third interest; in September 1930,
Rufus followed suit.*’

Perhaps facilitating Keeler’s relocation was Leroy Fairlee, a man from New York who
served as the manager of the farm throughout her tenure in Princess Anne County,
Virginia. In 1920, Keeler was forty-one years of age and Fairlee only slightly her junior,
at thirty-four. Both were white. Rounding out the household in 1920 was Melvina White,
a cook, who hailed from Canada.”® Keeler’s farming operation was established by 1930
with the production of staple crops. Fairlee continued as a lodger on the property, and
possibly was assisted in the farm and gardens by William Skinner. Likely Alonzo Donley
was Keeler’s chauffeur and his wife Edith her domestic servant. The Donley family also
came to Virginia from New York, although Donley was born in Ohio.*’

35 13" Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA m