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HABS No. WIS-149

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

LANGHOLFF HOUSE AHD BARN

Location: Fast side of County Trunk i, 1/2 mile south of

State Route 109, 2 niles east of Watertown, Water-
town Vicinity, limmet Township, Dodge County, Wis-

consin.

Pregsent Quner: Lester H. ‘bholff Rt. 2, ¥Watertowm, Wisconsin.
Present Occupsnt: Leéter H. Langholff

Present Use. Pig barn and farm workshop; second floor of the

house porticon not in use.

fay gl GALE

i iﬁni’ioanoe' This building 1s an especislly interestiing exsmple
of a type of half-timber construction built by
early German settlers in Wisconsin and known in
Germany as Feehwerkbsu. It is the only building
of this type in the sres wvhere the house and barn
were designed and congbructed as g gingle unit.

In esddition, the construction is of interest in
that a grest number of the nanels filling~in bebween
the half-timber members are formed of vertical oak
staves daubed with ¢lay and strew and parged with
plaster. It is assumed thet this was probably the
earlier construetion for this tyve of building and
that the rore usual brick nogging was & lster re-
placenent, It is also thought that the plan as
well as the steeper roof pitch and silhiovette may
indieate a different Furonean provenance,

R L.  HISTORICAL INFOHMAT ION

A, Phygical History
L. Original and subseguent owners: Friedrich Kliese, 1845
mntil 13851; Gottlieb Winde, until 186&; 2ohn Cotier 3cholz,
until 1879, Heinrich “cnﬁlz miil 1929; Arthur Schols,
unbil 195%0; Oscar Lencholff, wntil 1959; Lester H. Lang-
holff.

2. Date of erection: This is uncertein but it is believnd 1o
he sround 1848 or about 3 years after Friederich Klle
acquired the propert y‘from the Inited States,
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3, Bullder: Ho earpenter-joiner's name dis lmowm, but I is
was built by or for Friederich
liese who came from She Prussian P*oviqoc of Silesia,

4. Notes on stierstions and additions: A omall stone wing
orojects fram the sowsh sl f the building and this, in
turn, shows signs of sn albtered roof constiruction, bub it

is not known when this wing was added.,
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a. DProperty Abstract of Lester H. Langholff in his pos-
sesgion,

b. Richaerd W. F. Porrin, " Pachwerkbau! Houses in ¥Wiscon-
sin,® Journal of the Socleby of Architechural Histori-
ens, vol. AVIILI, no, 1 {March, 1959), pp. 29-33.
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Richard ¥, k. efrin, Historie Wisconsin Architecture
(wHlwaukee, Wisconsin: The Wisconsin Chapler of the

fmerican Institube of Architects, 1960), p. 14,

d. Richard ¥. E, Perrin, "Historic Wisconsin Buildings
A Survey of Piloncer Architeeturs, 1835-1870," Lore,
vol, X, no. 3 (il lvaukee: Friends of the Museum of the
Milwaukee Public Xusewm, Swmuer, 1960).

PART IT. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A, General Statement
1. JArchitectural character: This is a large and imposing ex-
ample of regional [ cM@ﬂmthmwmlmmw%lan
end elevation.
2, Condition of fabrie: Neglected and poorly maintained. .
The owner may alter Lhe east end in order to get s TLractor
irfto his ahop.
B. Technical Description of Exterior
1. Overall dimensions: 30 feet x 80 feel, 2—1/2 stories,

2. Toundations; Native fieldstmne.

3. Wall construciiom: O x OF hevn oax Lrame mortzseu teﬂnncd
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nage 3
and pegged, resibing on a 9" wood 3111 Hn ~lmontal and
vertical members form panels filled with vertical staves
daubed wilth clay and straw and parged uith Plaster; the
panelc of the east elevation, and the lower pancls on

norih sod south elevations, are replaced HiBh ¥iln dried
brieks, On parts of the south and north clovablons, the
nogging is missing altogether and vertical boarding is
nailed over the frame. The end panels have diagonsl braces
full height, The small wing has lower wells of fieldstone.
Chimneys:  Smell brick chimney oul of the schwarize Kuche
iz offset in abtic spaee to ride on ridge

Onenings

a, General framing: All openings in exherior» walls except
in end penels are Lramea with short horizontal nerbers
batwesn continuous verticals.

. Doorways snd doors: IExzespi Tor a four-panel door on
norbh elevaiion vinich is obviously a replscement, all
existing doors are hoard zsnd beiten.

. ¥indows: A1l windows sre dovble hung, 12-3" x 10" lights,
except where these have been replaced with varlous
makeshift sash,

]

Roof

a. Shape, covering: Gebled roof, modern asphalt shingle
covering. '

b. TTﬁm¢ng: Apyroximately 7" x 7" rafters of squared logs
sveraging 47 - 6" o.c., with 6" tie-beams (tie<beams
have been removed in the barn loft.) Horlzontal sheath~
ing laid over the rafters.

¢. Faves: Raflteéer ends cut on a 43 degree angle and boxed,

C. Techniecsl Deseriphticon of Interiors
5]

L.

Floor plans: Floor plan is completely divided with no com-
munication between the house and barn elements. Barn
element: consists of a single ground floor with granary
above, plus a small wing with single room and loft; an
11'-6" addition has been built-on the west end as a wagon
house., House element: consists of 2 stories plus attic;
the 1ower storj hau ::) Small entraace hall with stqlr 8
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vage 4

a masonry-vavlied room with flue used ap smoke house,
gbe, and called in Germen, schwarze Xuche, and iwo egual
sized rooms Lo Lhe esst. The second muorj nqs an en-
trance hall and two rooms ag bhelow. The attic 1s open
and wmfinisghed, The house portion only hog a full base-
ment .

173

2. Stalrways; Sivngle-run, enclosed stelrway from first
floor ho abiic, Shair to Das '

3, Flooring: ™ooring ig wood, laid on wood ioisis, except
in the entrance hall vhich is brick and in the schwarze
Xuyche which was pnODGHTw formerly brick wub is now migsing.
Firvet {loor construction which can be observed in Lhe
bascment, consists of 1" split wood bosrds, 5" clsy an
straw filler, over which ig leid Lhe Tinish fleor oecond
floor and stilc floor conshbruction cannot be ohserved.

Wall and celling finish: Plaster throughout T
gecond floor schwarze Kuche, Rasement and att
with exposed joisis =nd refiers,

rsl gnd
[84

i
iec wmnfinished

I

5. Doorweys and doors: Interior doors are six~panel except
for a Dosrd and battern door to the stalr eﬂClOSuIe

G, Trim: Simple A", unmolded,
7. Herdware: The main door from the entrance hall to the

nouse heas an interesting cast bronze lateh and lstch
handle, Other havdware are orude modern replacements.

&, Lighting: Now wired for electricity.

9. Heating: Stoves, apparently operating through a single
lue, No fxreplace,

D. General seiiing and O“*enuatlon The building faces north
with the mgin sxls eagt and west, It 13 now part of a typieal
Wigeonsin farm group and serves as s farm oubbuilding.

“Prepared by Henry ¢, Hdwards,.
irehitect, Mational Qa“k Sﬂrvmce
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