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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. WIS-163

CHAPEL OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN

Iocation: On growds of Nashotah House, Episcopal Theological
' Seminary, 1-1/2 miles west of Nashoteh om Upper
Nashoteh Leke, Nashotsh Vieinity, Waukesha County,
Wisconsin
Pregent Owner: Nashotgh House Episcopal Theological Seminary

Present Use:

Semina:y chapel

Brief Statement This building 1s a rather unusual exemple of a
of Significance: mid-nineteenth century Gothic Revival chapel

PART 1,

and is the work of Richard Upjohn, distinguished
American architect. '

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Physical History

1.

Date of erection: Ground was broken on September 7,
1859, and the cormer sione was laid on September 29,
1859. Under construction in 1860.

Architect: This building has been attributed to Richard
Upjohn (Upjohn, Richard Upjohn) on the basis of two let-
ters dated July 14, 1858, and July 15, 1859, respectively.
In the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Trustees of
Nashotsh House (see I.B,), reference 1s made to the chapel
at the annual meeting June 16, 1859, At this time, re-
ceipt wag acknowledged of partial plans as a gift of

Mr. Upjohn, but at the same meeting, a resolution was
passed to return the plans as Nashotah House could not
afford the cost of building from them. Since the letier
of July 15, 1859, cited above postdates this resolution,
and since it specifically mentions, "new plans for
Nashotah," and since the chapel was under construction at
the next annual meeting May 31, 1860, it is reasonably
certain that Upjohn submitted revised plans although no
fuarther mention of plang occurs in the minutes,

Notes on aliterations and additions: ZExcept for the fact
that the chapel has now been incorporated into & much
larger building group, the exterior has undergone very
Little change. The interior, however, has been greatly
elaborated to serve its present function ss a semingry
chapel.
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a.‘-Réferences
(1) Richard ¥. E. Perrin, Hisﬁoric Wisconsin -

Archiﬁecture (Milwaukee, Wisconsin: The Wiscon-
gin Chapter of the American Institute of Archi-
tects, 1960).

(2) Eversrd M. Upjohn, Richard . Up]ohn Archzteet and
Churchman (New York: Columbie thverglty Press,
1939) _

b, Important old views: Several old undated photographs
in the library at Nashotah House show the original
- interior of the church and also the eyterlor when it
was an isolated building.

( . | R, Supplemental Informntlon The followmg a:m extracted from
. B - Mimites of the Procpedings of the Trustees of Nashotah House,
T Nashotahh House Episcopal Theological Seminar *y, Nashotah, W1s-
-“-cansln . AP

1L Annual meetlng at the residence of Blshop Kemper, Thursday,
L Jhne 16 1859 SR

.gd.“The wants of the insbitusion are as’ usual manv ?he most
ff’presslng is that of a new chapel.. For this purpose, Aprll 1,
. $1076.37 has been received.. Flfty ‘dollars of this is'in a .
_‘f thefg1ven by E. W: Edgerton as his subseription to the -
~ chapel, 668-10/100 has been deposited in Bank to account
of "Mission Chapel Fund.” “The balance, 358-27/100 less
L $1-25/100- pald on Chapel account will be deposited to above'ij
" account as soon as possible. Tt is really a debt of the
“House to this fund. The 1-26/100 was psid for freight on
L 'plans which are here in part, being the gift of R. Upjohn
_-and Company. They are in every way suitable to the needs
oiofithe imstitution, and being freely given are worthy our
- omost- sincere gratitude. Two letters from Mr U‘pJohn a:r'e
"&also submitted with the plans.

R soluxlon “Wheress the trustees of Nashobah House feel i

lfcapable of spending morée than $500 on 2 chapel therefore ;l.ﬁ:
5, that we hereby present our best thanks to Mr, Upjohn.

@r his plans and beg to return them thh smncera regret that

_we aannot aval ouroelves of them et : :
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Annual Msetlng at the Residence of Bishop Kemper, May 31,

1860,

"Since the last meeting ‘of the trustees the new Chapel has
been commenced. - The ¢

Kemp

ar on Sept. 29th,

irst earth was moved by Bishop Payne

“on Sept. 7th and the corner stone was laid by Bishop

The present condition of the edi-

fice requires no remark. The Bullding Commitiee was di-
rected to have it of brick, but finding themselves there-
by debarred from the use of two thousand dollars, they
very properly srranged for a stoneedifice.™

PART TT. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A.

General Statement

1.

j '2;

Architeetural Character: This is a Gothic Revival chapel
with an unusual, high screen-type belfry and made of at—-
tractlve 11mestone masonry.

Cond.

ition of fabriq;

Excéllent'andICQred fOr.

Technical Deseripbion of Exterior

1.

2.

Over

all dimensions: 4

Of .x 90,

Foundations: Limestone.

Wall

construction: The walls, 1'-11" thick, are made en-
tirely of native limestorne, random ashlar with tooled joints.
The exterior 1s very weathered.

Chimneys: None.,

Open

a,

ings

Doorways and doors:

Double wood doors on the front and

. vestibule (former side porch): vertical V-joint, wood,

b. Windows:

painted, set in po

inted Gothic openings. Service door

at rear (west) corner.

-with leaded glass.

Roof

a.

Shape, covering:

Pairs of narrow Gothic Lencets in wood frames

Gable type with semi-octagonal hip

£

7
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‘Z(IJ‘V;eI‘ chancel. Slate covering,

b. Cornice: Roof slightly overhangs w1th two corbelled
- gbone courses and gutter.

Technical Description of Interiors

1.

51

1.

. Herdware: Nothlng unusaal

. Lighting: Electrlc

Floor plans: Single 3-aisled suditorium with choir, semi-
octagonal chancel, and side altars., The former side porch
opened out to the southeast bubt hes now been made into =
vestibule connecting with another building.

. Stairwavs: None (no choirloft).

Flooring: Wood with simple marguetry in chancel area.

Wall end ceiling finish: A1l pla;ier walls. Ceiling'is
pointed barrel vault of wood w1th small traHQVerse wood
-ribs. : .

. Trim: . Interior colums, triumphal arch, high arcade, ‘ets.

molded wood with Gothic profiles, painted, Rood screen;:
choir and chancel furniture, pulpit, and other decorative
woodwork, oak natursl finish (Note: all of this decora-
tlve Woodwork has been added to. uhe original interior}.

Heating: By central steam plent in another building.
e

General setting and orientation: Chapei'faees northwest
overlooking the lake, Building is now part of larger
settlng and has no partlcular landscaping of its own.

Prepared by Henry . Edwards,
National Park Service, 143 South -
Third Street, Phila, &, Pa. =
August 1960, : R




