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WILLIAM T. RONNIWELL HOUSE

Wauwatosa Avenue
Hear Thiensville, Ozaukee County

Visconsin

Dwper: Not given.

Date_of Erection: 1830 's.

Architect and Bullder: No record.

Present_Condition: FRuins.

Number of Stories: Two.

Materials of Construction: Wood

Other Existing Becords: See text.

Additional Data: See following pages.
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CVILLIAM T, BONNIVELL fOUun

The Tilliam.T. Bonnivell ¥Housn 1s located"on
Usuwalosa Avenue, anprcx*rifﬁm. one mile due west of a line
midway bebtween Thiengville and Cedarourg, Wiscongin. Tho
house sets back from the street on g&éﬁa'an eminence_and
looms up majesticalily.

From a higtory of Washington and Czaukee Counties
it ig lesrned the firast meeting of the county‘eqmmissiqners
WS held in this structurse oﬁ llovember 18, 1840 This means
.that the house wae erected in the late 30ta,

The Bonniwell jamily arc direct descendants of a

French Huguenot family by the nome of de Bonnéville who were -

driven from ¥France. They were z family of cabinet makers,

a crﬂft whsch had been handed down from father to gon for
“generatlions. The.f1r33 Bonniwell arrived 1n tnﬂs coun»r&_;n_;_zﬁ

1832 and got as far ss the city of Montreal' Canada where
{2 - - [ »

of the Aslatic cholers. Though he Bonniwell famllj

Qo
e
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were nob facmers,they n@veftheless-took up. claimg for nearly

s thousand acres of land in the viecinity of this house. . -
‘Before Visconsin had been adnmitted to the union '

ar a state)wascin b on and Oz smlkee Counties were ona}- o

o

uelectlon @d yeL been made Ss Which citv would be the county'

seat;v ﬁhe Bonnﬁvell “CSldeﬁBe wae _thorexo =3 selectod ?or'é,3

Qiace for the commisvlcnero to meet aﬂd hC“P theyf»r nHacteﬁ

;the county'business until January 1st;_1844. ~80_tbis wasa

©truly the first county scat of these two countiess



Th@fstructure ig in rvuing today. Only a portioﬁ

of the corﬁice, one window sash, part of‘on@ mantel and ea%g

norbions of.the doorway are still intsct. The Ffour wallé loom

up 1ik¢ a-spéctre, with tumble~dbwn roof_and floors caved in,

'yet wiﬁhall the remqins nave a charm and an interest which

were nob found in many of the other bulldlngs of the surve V-

As one archlbeot aptly expresssd 1t the building "Outplatts

_Charles Platt. I% haz gome mogt unusual reatures about it

which are found in some of the Itallan work of this latter

architéct. Imagine é building situated.evén today in a bédk

woods districﬁ built along the lines of this house. Where is
' to be founa a hous _ th .-such an unususl .base, st_oi'ié_ Vfall-_S'._..-

plastﬂred on fre out31de and scored in a mas uérly faéhi@ﬂ;“f

This scoring seems.ﬁo be in exact scale With the rest of the

building. The window treatments éré'unuSual in that the ”

windows are gset way to the front of tﬁe Wall and are surroﬁnded-ﬁ

with a 7"'wide'dutsiac casing., This alone is a feature wnich
has never been run across in thls survey 'Tn_ whole ensomble-
s thcn Cfowned WJtl a Pedlment tvnﬁ of ola“81c . corniCG Joll

Pi

"Dronortloned and en*lrely in, keenlng'W1tn the_ginp eollnﬂ of

uhe-rast oﬁ £he oulialng. The eni“ance doplcts ons of tho -'

classical ﬁypé;ﬁhough the top of same;wa. Tes tored.
As was stated before the an J81187 were a fmnlly

of cabinef-mah rs. Te work on the l131d@ 01 the loua@

cerLa¢ﬂ1V{vqows thlse -lOddV altef hm elememto n9v¢ oleed

thel:a:'

part muca af the woodwork Sti'l stands whzrh shcw

.Y ’frua PcdlmenL



the master hand,
windows bears the cloes
gsplayved and thess together

mantle has an ailr of refin

e

walnut staircasoKlitt & as

much thought and care was

This. derelict has arovsesed aboul as much interest .

and entihusiesm in the arch

structure in the entire survey.

are &S0 unusual that,all th

nardly seens pogsibls thatb

without the services of an
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treatment around the
The jombe of lhese are all
with the heads are panslied. The

b}

ement to it and the proverbial black-

there 1s of it today) shows that

Tavighed on it.

itectural profession nere as any
“he detalils and the design
ings ase teken inbconsideration i
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