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^^ #OANOKE,  TOWN OF HABS No.  WV-209-P :V^:^^ 
^P (Erasmus Rhodes House) \^ 

Location:   West Virginia County Route 19/7, Collins Settlement District, Lewis County, 
West Virginia. 

Elevation:  ca. 1120* 

UTM References as given on the National Register of Historic Places Nomination form: 
Zone:  17 
Easting:  544130 
Northing:  4311380 

U.S.C.S. Map:   Roanoke, West Virginia, 7.5' (1966 edition, photo revised 1979). 

Present Owner:   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Present Occupant: none. 

Present Use:  none. 

Construction Date:  ca. 1860-1890, 

Informants: Bertha Brinkley; Blaine Rollyson, 3r.; Lawrence G. Smith. 

storical Information: The land on which the Rhodes farm is situated was originally 
either part of the Samuel Hanway and 3ames Anderson land or on that of Henry Flesher 
and 3ohn Hall • The confusion rests in the fact that between 1843 and 1845 
Dacob Hevener purchased parcels of land which originally were part of each of these 
tracts. Hevener in 1859 sold an unspecified parcel of land from, his holdings to Erasmus 
Rhodes, who had married Hevener's daughter. It appears that Rhodes received 244 acres 
from the original Anderson/Hanway tract and 220 acres from the original Flesher/Hall 
tract. 

When Erasmus Rhodes died ca. 1900, his estate was inherited by his wife, Mary. 
Upon her death, their daughters, Grace, Ethel and Olivia inherited the family estate (ca. 
254 acres). By 1934, after several property transfers (including those resulting from the 
deaths of Ethel Rhodes Haymond and Mary Rhodes), Grace Rhodes owned 
the family estate of 254 acres less ca. 9 acres. 

A construction date in the late 1860s for the extant dwelling on the Rhodes farm is 
possible though not certain. It is believed that Erasmus Rhodes arrived from the 
Rockingham County, Virginia, area and by the 1850s had built a log(?) dwelling for 
himself and his bride near the site of the extant Rhodes dwelling. During the Civil War, 
while Erasmus Rhodes was serving in the army of the Confederate States of America, the 
farm was ransacked but not burned by Confederate troops of the 22nd and 25th Virginia 
Volunteers. After the war, Rhodes returned home and reportedly increased his land 
holdings to ca. 1200 acres, thus making him the third largest landholder in the area 
(Lawrence G. Smith 1981, pers. comm.).  Rhodes' wife may have died in 1866; two years 
«er, it is believed that his log home burned.   If this is accurate, the extant dwelling 

ibably does not predate 1868. 
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The accuracy of the information presented above cannot be verified from tax data 
as those records show that except for several years when tax information on 

Rhodes   is   missing,    he   was   constantly   taxed   between    $400.00   and   $500.00  for 
improvements on his farm for the years 1862-1882.  There is, however, a period from ca. 
1883 until 1890 when no improvements were taxed - It therefore could be that 
the (^resent structure dates from ca. 1890. 

Regardless of when it was built, the original structure was eli-shaped and consisted 
of Rooms 1, 2, 3 and 4 downstairs and Rooms 9, 10, 11 and 12 
upstairs.   Reportedly, the passageway from Room 4 to Room 5 
originally consisted of "beautiful glass" and led to the exterior (Lawrence G. Smith 1981, 
pers. comm.). 

While the dwelling was in the possession of the Rhodes family its architectural 
integrity was maintained; Grace Rhodes was the property owner that most former 
residents of Roanoke recalled. Living virtually alone, she hired local boys and young men 
to help her operate the farm. With their help, Grace in her gum boots and wide-brimmed 
hat brought in the hay, milked the cows and mended fences. She had a spring house "in 
the hollow" where she kept butter sold to nearby patrons. Because of her spring house, 
she had little need for a cellar house and stored her "airtights" on cupboard shelves in the 
main house (Blaine Rollyson, 3r. 1981, pers. comm.). 

According to former residents of the area,  it was after  the property left the 
Rhodes family  (apparently following the  death  of Grace Rhodes) that  most  of the 

^architectural alterations occurred.  These alterations included the enclosing of a porch at 
^ne rear of the entry hallway (Room  2) to construct a bathroom (Room  8) and the 

addition of a modern kitchen (Room 5).   The building of the kitchen has been attributed 
to the Opha  and Marguerite Foster  period of  ownership (1957-1962) and 
apparently consisted of enclosing part of an earlier porch with wooden paneling. The 
front (i.e., west) porch also has been altered (Bertha Brinkley 1981, pers. comm.), and 
Rooms 6 and 7 are likewise of fairly recent origin. 

In addition to the dwelling, the buildings on the farm include a barn ( HABS No. 
WV-209-Q) and a modern barn foundation with an adjacent silo.   The foundation and 

silo are thought to have been built by William and Mary Aspinall or Thomas and Edna 
Stockert who operated a dairy on the property during their period of ownership 
(Bertha Brinkley 1981, pers. comm.). 

Architectural  Information: 

General Description: The Rhodes dwelling is a two story three bay frame (white 
clapboards) ell-shaped gable-roofed I house structure (Kniffen 1936; Newton 1971; 
O'Malley 1972) that was formed from a two story rectangular building to which a one and 
one-half story addition was constructed. 

Exterior Description: 

Overall Dimensions: W5" x 50'5." 
Foundation: The foundation consists of il8"-2,8" long sandstone blocks with chiseled 

surfaces; 6"-8" of each block is visible above grade. Both the two story and one and one- 
fl|[lf story sections of the structure have the same type of foundation. 

Walls: The walls are composed of 4 3/4" clapboards covered with 10 1/2" x 2* white 
asbestos shingles; clapboards are attached with cut nails. 

r 
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Framing: The framing consists of medium timber framing; 2" x 4" studs on l1 l/2"-l'l 
1/2" centers. 

Porch:   A 28*9" long x 8'1 1/2" wide porch is centrally located on the west elevation ; 
the deck is raised W above grade and consists of 3 Ilk" tongue 

and groove boards on wood joists; the boards are painted brick red. It has a hipped roof 
supported by four white, tapered square columns (8" x S" at base and 6 1/V1 x 6 1/V at 
top) and which is covered with rolled asphalt roofing; the columns rest on a 2'1 1/2" high 
boxed railing faced with 3 1/4" vertical beaded boards (painted white) on the interior and 
white asbestos shingles on the exterior. The railing encloses the porch; the deck is 
reached by ascending a concrete step (59" width x 12" tread x 8" rise) plus an 8 1/2" riser; 
a small strip of concrete sidewalk runs adjacent to the step. 

On the south side of the dwelling, opposite the only door (Room 7 to exterior) on 
that side oi the structure, there is a small gable-roofed stoop supported by brackets 
painted white  ; the  door  is  reached by ascending two concrete steps (70" 
width x 11 1/4" tread x 6" rise) plus a 5 1/2" riser; adjacent to the steps there is an 8V 
wide x 8'5" long poured concrete patio; at one side of the patio at the front corner of the 
steps there is a 16" wide x 12" deep x 12" high sandstone block; positioned in a similar 
manner on the opposite side of the steps is a 19" wide x 12" deep x 12 1/2" high sandstone 
block. 

Chimneys: On the two story rectangular section of the dwelling there are single stack 
brick chimneys centered on the roof peak near the north and south gables; on the ell, a 
brick stack is located on the north roof slope . 

Roof:  Both sections of the two story structure have medium-pitch gable variety roofs 
«j/ered with asphalt shingles; on the two story section, the eaves and raking trim both 

nsist of a boxed cornice with partial returns and a dentil frieze board ; 
on the ell, both the eaves and raking trim consist of a boxed cornice; 

the asphalt shingles cover a slate roof  (Lawrence G. Smith 1981, pers. 
comm.). 

Interior Description:   Room 1   {Room numbers  are keyed  to floor plans on pages 32-33) 

Function: living room/parlor. 
Dimensions:  1V11" x 17*1"; 8U0" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  plywood paneling. 
Floorcovering: 2 1/2" oak tongue and groove boards; varnished around periphery of 

room. 
Ceiling:  plaster; painted white. 
Baseboard: 9 3/4" plain board; 3/4" quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating: fireplace; gas connection along east side of fireplace. 
Fireplace: brick; 23 1/2" wide x 31" high firebox; 17" x 55" concrete hearth; wooden 

mantle  ; coal or gas burning grate. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:    duplex outlets on south wall on east and west sides of 

fireplace. 

Interior Description:  Room 2 

m 
Function:  stair/hallway. 

imensions:  8'3" x 17'1"; 8*9 1/2" ceiling. 
allcovering:  wallpaper over plaster; painted gold. 

Floorcovering:  carpet covers 2 1/2" tongue and groove boards. 
Ceiling:  wallpaper over plaster; painted white. 

s 
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Baseboard: 9 3/*" plain board; painted white. 
Heating: none. 
Fireplace: none 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: off center ceiling fixture; switch on west wall adjacent to 

door. 
Stairway: 12 steps (37" width x 12" tread x 7 1/4" rise) with a 1" nose plus a 5" riser 

lead to a landing (27" x 89 l/V); after the landing the direction of the stairs reverses; 
there are then three additional steps (same measurements) and a riser (5") to an upstairs 
hallway: there is a turned newel post at base of stairway; turned balusters; 

scroll trim along outside of stairway stringer ; stairs carpeted; 
previously stained dark brown. 

Interior Description:   Room 3 

Function:   living room. 
Dimensions:   15* 1/2" x 17'1 1/2"; 8*9 1/4" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:   plaster; painted gold. 
Floor covering:  carpet covers 2 1/2" tongue and groove boards. 
Ceiling:  plaster; cove molding around edges of room; painted white. 
Baseboard:  9 3/4" plain board; painted white. 
Heating:  fireplace; gas connection at east corner of fireplace. 
Fireplace: brick; 23" wide x 33" high firebox; hearth covered by carpeting; wooden 

mantle; coal or gas burning grate. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on east wall adjacent to door; 

duplex outlets on east wall to north and south of doorway and on north wall at west side 
of fireplace. 

Interior Description;  Room 4 

Function: living room; originally kitchen and dining room. 
Dimensions:  15*1" x 15*9"; 9*3" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: wallpaper painted gold over plasterboard over 11" wide horizontal 

boards attached with cut nails; 3'3 1/4" high plywood paneling wainscoting capped with 
modern chair rail. 

Floorcovering: 2 1/2" oak tongue and groove boards; varnished around periphery of 
room. 

Ceiling:  plasterjcove molding around edges of room; painted white. 
Baseboard:  7 1/2" plain board with 1" ogee molding; quarter round shoe; painted white. 

Heating:  fireplace; gas connection at south side of fireplace. 
Fireplace:    brick; 23" wide x 31" high firebox; 19" x 53" concrete hearth; wooden 

mantle ; coal or gas burning grate. 
Plumbing: none- 
Lighting and Electricity:    central ceiling fixture; switch on east wall  adjacent to 

doorway; duplex outlet and switch on east wall; duplex outlets on west wail to north and 
south sides of doorway. 

rterior Description:  Room 5 

Function:  kitchen. 
Dimensions:  l^I" x 15«9"; 9'3 1/4" ceiling. 

r 
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Walloovering: plasterboard painted green over painted ft"-5 1/2" horizontal tongue and 
groove boards attached with cut nails. 

Floorcovering: 9" linoleum tile blocks. 
Ceiling:   plaster; painted white. 
Baseboard: 6 3/*" hardboard capped with ogee molding; quarter round shoe; painted 

white. 
Heating:  gas connection along west wall. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Piumbang:  sink centrally located along east wall. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on south wall adjacent to 

doorway; light fixture over sink with duplex outlet and switch under upper cupboard units 
at north end of east wall; duplex outlets at counter height on north, west and east walls. 

Other:  built-in upper and lower wooden cabinets including sink along entire east wail. 

Interior Description:  Room 6 

Function:   Unknown. 
Dimensions: 7'3 3/fc" x 7-8 1/2"; 7*2 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: fiber board except on west half of north wall which is covered with 4 

l/<*"-5 1/2" horizontal plain boards; painted white. 
Floorcovering: 2 1/2*' tongue and groove boards partially covered with linoleum; area 

beyond linoleum unpainted. 
Ceiling:  fiber board; unpainted. 
Baseboard: &" plain board; painted white. 
Heating:  none. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing:  hot water heater in north corner; capped well in southeast corner. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on west wall adjacent to 

doorway. 
Other:  dwelling's main electrical disconnect and fuse box at west end of north wall. 

Interior Description: Room 7 

Function:  Unknown. 
Dimensions: 77" x 17'6"; 9'3 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  plywood paneling. 
Floorcovering: 2" tongue and groove boards hoovered with linoleum. 
Ceiling: 5" plain boards; quarter round at edges of room; painted white. 
Baseboard: 2 1/2" ranch molding; varnished. 
Heating:  gas connection at north end of west wall. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on east wall adjacent to door; 

exterior style light fixture on north wall adjacent to door with switch on south wall of 
kitchen adjacent to doorway; a single and a double duplex outlet on north wall; double 
duplex outlet on south wall; single duplex outlet on east wall. 

Interior Description:  Room 8 

Function:  bathroom. 
Dimensions: 7*9" x 107"; 6'11 i/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: drywall; painted cream; bottom 3*5 1/2" covered with 4" x 4" green 

plastic tile. 
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Fioorcovering: 3 1/4" new pine tongue and groove boards oovered with linoleum. ' 
Ceiling: IV x 1*" acoustical tile. 
Baseboard: 5 1/2" plain board with bevel at top; quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating: gas heater at north end of east wall. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing:   toilet at west end of south wall; bathtub at east end of south wall; lavatory 

on east wall adjacent to bathtub. 
Lighting and Electricity:    central ceiling fixture; switch on north wall adjacent to 

doorway; outlet on medicine cabinet located above lavatory. 

Interior Description; Room 9 

Function:  bedroom. 
Dimensions:   13'x 17*1"; 8'11 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  wallpaper over plaster; painted light blue. 
Fioorcovering:   4" pine tongue and groove boards; varnished around periphery of roon-i. 
Ceiling; 1' x l1 acoustical tile; cove molding around edges of room. 
Baseboard:   6 1/2*1 plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating:  fireplace; gas connection at west side of fireplace. 
Fireplace:   brick; 31 1/*" wide x 38" high firebox; 13 1/2" x 49" concrete hearth; cast 

iron grate; wooden mantle . 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:    central ceiling fixture; switch on    north wall adjacent to 

doorway; one duplex outlet each on north and west walls; one duplex outlet on each side 
of fireplace; two duplex outlets on south wall. 
• Other: double-door closets on east and west sides of fireplace . 

Interior Description;  Room 10 

Function: hallway. 
Dimensions: 8'1 1/2" x 17-2"; 8'11 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: wallpaper over plaster; painted gold. 
Fioorcovering: 4" pine tongue and groove boards covered with carpeting. 
Ceiling: wallpaper over plaster; painted white. 
Baseboard: 6 1/2" plain board; painted white. 
Heating: gas connection on north wall between Rooms 11 and 12. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing: none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  none. 
Stairway: see Room 2 . 

Interior Description:  Room 11 

Function:  bedroom. 
Dimensions:  87" x 15'; 8U1 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  floral design wallpaper over plaster. 
Fioorcovering: 4" pine tongue and groove boards; varnished. 
Ceiling:  unidentified design wallpaper over plaster. 
Baseboard:  6 3/4" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating:  gas connection on east wall. 
(Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  duplex outlet on west wall. 
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Interior Description; Room 12 

Function:  bedroom. 
Dimensions: 8*5" x 15'1"; 9' ceiling. 
Wallcovering:    west wall:    3 5/8"-6 3/4" vertical plain boards; painted beige; other 

walls covered with geometric design wallpaper over plaster. 
Floorcovering:  4" pine tongue and groove boards; varnished. 
Ceiling:  wallpaper over plaster; painted cream. 
Baseboard:  6 1/2" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted salmon. 
Heating:  gas connection on west wall. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  duplex outlet on east wall. 
Other:   Rooms 11 and 12 may at one time have been a single room. 

interior Description:  Room 13 

Function:   attic; storage. 
Dimensions:  11 Vx 31*9"; 6*2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 5 l/4"-9 1/2" horizontal plain boards; painted white. 
Floorcovering:  6" wide plain boards; attached with cut nails; unpainted. 
Ceiling:  5 l/4"-9 1/2" horizontal plain boards; painted white. 
Baseboard:   none. 
Heating:   none. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  none. 
Stairway:  attic room reached by ascending three steps plus a riser from Room 10. 
Other: attic room has 4' high knee walls. 

Site: 

General Setting and Orientation : The Rhodes dwelling and associated barn sit 
on a flat ridge ca. 300' above the West Fork River and approximately 5 miles north of 
Roanoke, West Virginia. The lane to the buildings exits off West Virginia County Route 
19/7. The barn (described below) sits ca. 400' northeast of the dwelling. 

Historic Landscape Design: Numerous trees and shrubs grow around the yard of the 
dwelling. A large white pine (Pinus sp.) tree is bound to the west-northwest (Figure 454); 
large locust (Robinia sp.) trees occur both to the south and southwest; several large 
maple (Acer sp.) trees are found along a fence line to the northwest, two blue spruce 
(Pice a pun gens) trees stand to the northeast ; one maple (Acer sp.) and one 
walnut Uuglans sp.) tree are found to the southeast (Figure 459) and several apple (Pyrus 
sp.) trees are in a field to the south; large yews (Taxus sp.) occur at the northwest and 
southwest corners of the front porch and three other yews 
(Taxus sp.) are found against the south side of the ell; a large rhododendron 
(Rhododendron sp.) stands against the south side of the original structure . A 
cistern is located near the northeast corner of the dwelling. 

Outbuildings: 

Barn (HABS W¥r2D"9-Q):- The barn is ca. 345f northeast of the Rhodes dwelling. 

For project  information and bibliography,   see ROANOKE    HABS No.  WV-209. 
For  other  structures  in the Roanoke area,   see HABS No.s WV-209-A -S. 
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The report from which this HABS documentation was prepared, along with field 
notes and over 90 hours of interview tapes, will be archived at the University 
of West Virginia, Morgantown, West Virginia. 

/■ 

Photograph of Grace 
Rhodes, ca. 1900 (Lawrence G. Smith 
Photograph Collection). 

in 1981. 
Perspective control photograph of the west elevation of the Rhodes dwelling 

-/f~r 
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Perspective control photograph of the west and north elevations of the 
Rhodes dwelling in 1981. 

Perspective   control   photograph   of   the  north elevation  of   the  Rhodes 
dwelling in 1981. 
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Perspective control photograph of the north and east elevations of the 
des dwelling in 1981. 

in 1981. 
Perspective control photograph of the east elevation of the Rhodes dwelling 
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Perspective  control  photograph of the southeast corner of the Rhodes 
dwelling in 1981. 

Perspective   control  photograph  of  the south elevation of  the Rhodes 
dwelling in 1981. 
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Perspective control photograph of the south and west elevations of the 
Lhodes dwelling in 1981. 

Close-up of porch on the 
west elevation of the Rhodes dwelling 
in 1981 looking north. 
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Close-up of gable on the south elevation of the Rhodes dwelling in 1981. 
Note partial return cornices. 

Close-up of porch on 
south elevation of the Rhodes dwelling 
in   1981.    This door leads to Room 7 
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Typical interior door sur- 
round trim and baseboard in the 
Rhodes dwelling in 1981. 

Close-up of Room 4 to 
Room 8 door and doorway in the 
Rhodes  dwelling in  1981 
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in 1981 
Close-up of fireplace and fireplace mantle in Room 1 of the Rhodes dwelling 

Close-up of fireplace and mantle in Room <* of the Rhodes dwelling in 1981 
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Close-up of fireplace and 
mantle in Room 9 of the Rhodes dwell- 
ing in J981. Note gas valve at lower 
right 

Close-up of closet doors 
adjacent to fireplace in Room 9 of the 
Rhodes dwelling in  1981 
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Close-up of Room 10 to 
Room 11 door in the Rhodes dwelling 
in 1981 

Close-up of Room 10 to 
Room 13 door in the Rhodes dwelling 
in 1981 
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Close-up of newel post in 
Room 2 of the Rhodes dwelling in 
1981.     Note   scroll   trim 

1981 
Close-up of balusters and handrail in Room 10 of the Rhodes dwelling in 
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A      IKTERKM   ILEVATtON 

TYPICAL WINDOW  DETAILS 

OTERIOfl    ELCVATION B      KTEfitOB  ELEVATION EXTERIOR   ELEVATION 

X r z. 

TYPICAL  WINDOW MOLplNGS 

1 I 3" 

Typical window details of the Rhodes dwelling. 
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