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LETTER I

Earlham, 1 st month, 18 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

| am glad that | at length find myself at leisure to record some recollections of my late long
and interesting visit to America. | propose to do so in the form of letters, and | avail myself
of our old and intimate friendship, in freely addressing these letters, to thyself. Thou art
aware that my journey was undertaken under the apprehension of religious duty. | left
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my own country and family, traversed the Atlantic, and continued nearly three years on
the other side of it, partly in order to visit many of the meetings of the society of Friends

in America, and partly for the purpose of preaching the gospel of Christ, so far as ability
might be afforded me, to persons of every name and class. In the pursuit of these duties, |
travelled through most of the states of the North American Union, as well as in Upper and
Lower Canada.

It is very far from being my intention, on the present occasion, to enter into any detalil

of my religious B 2 engagements. | shall, of necessity, make some reference to them

from time to time; but | now wish to note down the more common incidents of my travel
—the objects, natural, civil, and moral, which attracted my attention by the way—and to
communicate to thee, some of the general impressions which have been made on my
mind respecting North America and her inhabitants. | am very much of the opinion, that
partly from political prejudices, and partly from the discoloured accounts of America, which
have been published by some of our English travellers, false notions on the subject prevalil
to a considerable extent in this country.

While | desire to maintain a strict accuracy and impartiality, | shall be glad to do my part
towards correcting these misapprehensions. Certainly | am bound, by strong ties of
Christian love and gratitude, to promote the cordial good-will and affection which ought to
subsist between the people of Great Britain, and the citizens of the United States.

| believe that the object which | have thus in view will be best answered, in the first place
at least, by a simple narrative of my journey. Such a narrative | will now commence
without further preface—only requesting thy patience, if it should appear in any of its parts
irrelevant or tiresome. | am not disposed to exclude those small incidents which may afford
some degree of entertainment to the young or casual reader; and | know thou wilt allow
me to indulge occasionally in familiar descriptions of the beauties and rarities of nature.
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Having bade a long farewell to my nearest and 3 dearest friends, | sailed from Liverpool
in the Philadelphia packet Monongahela, Capt. Mierkin, on the 8th of the 7th month, (July)
1837. The commencement of an extensive pilgrimage by sea and by land, and one of
undefined duration, was to me a new experience; and, independently of the separation
from my family and friends, was accompanied by more than usually solemn feelings
respecting the uncertainty of human life. For my own part, | consider that there are only
two grounds for entire rest and confidence, under these peculiar circumstances. The first is
an honest conviction that the object which we are pursuing is consistent with our Christian
calling and duty. The second is an unqualified reliance on that divine and omnipresent
Being who conducts and regulates the stormy elements of nature, and protects his
obedient children from every external danger, so far as is consistent with their highest
good.

We sailed down the Irish Channel with a fair, though light wind; and lovely was the view
presented to us, as we passed along, of the Welsh mountains on one side, and the sugar-
loaf hills of the county of Wicklow on the other. Our first exit from the narrows of the
channel, after passing the Tuskar light-house, on the coast of Wexford, and our entrance
on the true Atlantic, were marked by a sense of pleasurable sublimity. Great were the
beauty and glory of the scene, ruffled as the ocean was by a gentle breeze, and sparkling
under the sunshine with innumerable living diamonds. But if the pleasures of imagination
were set afloat for a season by this spectacle, they were soon damped by a succession

of B 2 4 head-winds, and by that peculiarly distressing nausea which was produced in
most of our company, myself amongst others, by the tossing of the vessel. Happily this
inconvenience subsided after a short time, and although our voyage was almost constantly
impeded by calms and light head-winds, it was by no means unproductive of instruction
and enjoyment. Our company was not numerous; but amongst them were three members
of our religious society, besides myself, and we enjoyed many quiet opportunities for
reading and writing, as well as for the regular holding of our meetings for worship. These
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were sometimes attended by most of the ship's company, and were, | believe, occasions
both of comfort and edification.

It was to me an unexpected circumstance that a large number of whales came at various
times within sight of our vessel; some of them, which were seen very near to us, were

of the grampus kind, and displayed a round whitish back, with a dark thorny fin at top of
it; others, at a greater distance from us, were the large black whales. These were often
observed throwing up vast geysers of water, and after lifting up their enormous tails—
which have been known at times to break through the sides of large vessels—suddenly
dashing into the deep waters. We once saw one of these creatures pursued by a thresher
—a kind of shark about six feet long. This dreadful enemy cuts the whale upon its back
with a sharpedged fin, while its ally, the sword-fish, harpoons the animal from below. |
presume they make a feast of their vast prey; and that, in this as in other similar cases,
destruction may be regarded as the law of life.

5

When many hundred miles from land, we often observed a dark winged gull which the
sailors call the shearwater; and, on one occasion, a very large bird, described by the
captain as a Cape hen , a species of albatros | believe, was seen hovering over us. But
the birds which most frequently attracted our attention, were the stormy petrels, called by
the sailors, “mother Cary's chickens.” These interesting little creatures are often seen at

a distance from land of a thousand or fifteen hundred miles, playing with the waves, and,
in calm weather, to all appearance, walking on the water. The sailors have two notions
respecting them—first, that their coming portends a storm, and secondly, that they breed
at sea; but | suppose that both these ideas are without foundation. Their sprightly motions,
dark wings, and pure white belts, form together a very agreeable spectacle.1

1 To wild discursive nature true, O'er old Atlantic's breast of blue, And o'er his crest of
foam, Intent the roving mind to please, And fitful as the summer breeze, A wanderer loves
to roam.
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Her wing is jet, her belt is snow, She flits above, she darts below The wave's her only
pillow; Rides on the wind her tiny form, She greets the gale, salutes the storm, And mocks
the dancing billow.

Strange to relate, some sages sing, She bears her egg beneath her wing, —No
inconvenient station; If this be true, her vital breath She drew at sea, and only death Shall
end her navigation.

The banks of Newfoundland are an object of great interest on the voyage to America. This
iImmense 6 feeding-ground for codfish, is of vast value both to England and America. We
observed a large number of fishing schooners, and having been ourselves unsuccessful
in the attempt to catch fish, we availed ourselves of the near neighbourhood of one of
these vessels, and obtained an abundant supply of fresh cod, for the use of the whole
ship's company. These fish are here finely speckled, and differ in appearance from the
cod on the English coast. The weather now became extremely foggy, and having made an
unusual northerly. course, we were considered to be in some danger of running on certain
rocks near the coast of Newfoundland, called the Virgins. But a fair wind (to us a rarity)
carried us safely by them, and we soon found ourselves on the west of the great bank,
about a thousand miles from the Delaware capes.2 The sun-fish, looking like a very large
turtle

2 Oh, pine not for the distant shore, For He who wings the storm, And bids the mountain

billows roar, The pilot's part performs.

While He is stationed at the helm, The wild wind—Iet it rave! Nor rock shall smite, nor gulf
o'erwhelm, Whom God delights to save.

Jehovah, may thy light and grace, For man's salvation given, Reflected from the Saviour's
face, Beam on our way to heaven.
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Just as in yonder farthest west, The silent sun descending, Illumes his glorious path of
rest, The sky with ocean blending.

O God, in whom we live and move, From whom not death can sever, Raise in our hearts
the flame of love, And let it burn for ever.

7 floating on its back, was observed alongside of the vessel; also a small species of black
whale, not to mention the schools of porpoises, in vast numbers, pursuing their course by
leaps of wonderful agility, at a swift pace. The attempts of our sailors to harpoon these
rapid movers, as they passed by us, were utterly fruitless.

Six weeks had been spent at sea, and we were now in the neighbourhood of the gulf
stream, which sets out on its travels from the gulf of Mexico, and after running many
hundred miles northward near the coast of North America (annually unlocking the ice in its
progress) takes an easterly direction. Our captain assured me one evening, that he would
almost as soon run on a reef of rocks, as involve himself in this mighty current, after so
protracted a voyage. For not only does it run several knots an hour, in a wrong direction
for the westward voyager, but is peculiarly liable to dead calms. After such a declaration,

| was by no means pleased, the next morning, to find the temperature of my sea bath to
be 75°, a proof that we were already caught by this wonderful stream of warm water. The
predicted calm soon followed; we seemed to be hopelessly imprisoned on the bosom of
the ocean; not a ripple was to be observed on its glassy surface. This state of things often
continues, in the gulf stream, for many days; but our lot was different. After a few hours,

a high wind in our favour suddenly arose; with extraordinary rapidity the sea was tossed
into mountains, and we soon found ourselves within a short distance from land. Near the
coast, the storm had been terrible, 8 but before we could reach the shore, the wind hauled
to the westward, becoming almost equally strong in this new direction. Happily we had
succeeded in obtaining a skilful Yankee pilot (I use the term, in its true sense of a New
Englander ) who by a rapid succession of skilful tacks, succeeded in bringing us within
the Delaware breakwater, close by Cape Henlopen lopen. There we enjoyed a station
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of safety, the work being one of considerable magnitude and strength. We found Irish
labourers upon it, who were earning a far better subsistence than they could possibly
obtain in their own country. Our detention for a long day in this artificial harbour, was
relieved by some communication with the neighbouring village of Lewiston—striking to the
eye of an Englishman, from the appearance of its neatly painted frame-houses. From this
place we were supplied very acceptably with fruits and vegetables; and the next morning,
the wind having become fair, we pursued our voyage up the Delaware bay and river. The
sight of the land on either side was very cheering, after forty-seven days spent at sea. |
was pleased to observe some finely cultivated country; and the Brandywine hills on the
southern bank (the field of one of the battles of the revolutionary war) seemed clad with
beauty. We passed by the neat towns of Wilmington and Newcastle, and the mouths of the
Christiania, Brandywine, and Schuylkill rivers, which all flow into the Delaware; and having
met with a steamer to assist our course, we at length arrived at the city of Philadelphia (a
hundred miles from the capes) late in the evening of the 24th of the 8th 9 month (August)
—the happy close of no unpleasant voyage, although of nearly seven weeks' continuance.

Some kind friends were waiting my arrival, and | was soon conveyed, through streets
shaded by trees, to one of the most hospitable and agreeable abodes in which it has ever
been my lot to dwell. | found the warmth of the air to be far greater than that of an English
summer evening; and the ceaseless songs of the cricket, so entirely new to my ear, gave
me shrill notice that | was now a stranger in a strange land. | will now conclude my first
letter.

| am, &c. &c.
LETTER II.
Earlham, 1 st month, 21 st, 1841.

My dear Friend,
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My stay in Philadelphia, on the present occasion, was only of three days, ending with the
first of the week. The number of Friends, in this city, is large, and there are four distinct
meetings. A joint assembly of them was convened, at my request, that evening, in the
principal meeting-house—about 2000 persons present. We were led to remember, that
the “memory of the just is blessed;” and the Christian character and conduct of William
Penn and his associates, by whom this city was founded, afforded a subject of grateful
commemoration. The great principles of justice and mercy, which this eminent servant of
the Lord maintained with so much integrity, as governor of Pennsylvania, and the wisdom
with which he conducted the affairs of the province, afford an important example in history;
and may well animate those who profess the same religious views, with hearty desires to
walk, as he walked, in the light of truth—to follow him, as he followed Christ.

Early the next morning, in company with some of my friends, who were bound on the same
mission, | commenced my journey to the state of Ohio, with 11 the view of attending the
yearly meeting of Friends, then about to be held in it. Our route lay through Pittsburg which
Is distant nearly 400 miles from Philadelphia. The journey was to me singularly novel and
interesting. We travelled the first hundred miles by railroad to Harrisburg, a pleasant town,
and the seat of the Pennsylvanian government. The country through which we passed was
well wooded and fairly cultivated, adorned with neat looking villages, farm-houses, and
barns; the latter generally built on a declivity, so that the upper story can be conveniently
entered from the ground. The grain harvest was quite finished, but the Indian corn was

still growing in large quantities, and of great height. The appearance of its broad, dark,
pendent leaves, and vast ears, was highly beautiful; it may be considered the staple crop
of this part of the country. At Harrisburg, in company with numerous other travellers (for
the Americans are a moving people,) we commenced a long voyage by the Pennsylvanian
canal which passes through a delightful country, alongside of the rivers Susquehannah,
Juniata, Conemaugh, Kiscamenitis, and Alleghany, in succession—the canal, in certain
parts of its course, being exchanged for some one of the rivers themselves. The scenery,
on the banks of these noble streams, is amongst the finest that | have anywhere seen;
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especially, on those of the Juniata and Conemaugh—Ilofty and picturesque hills of various
shapes and sizes, covered with the native forest; a wild solitude often prevailing, and the
rocky beds of the rivers, in some parts, adding to the picturesque beauty of the prospect.
12 | observed the osprey floating over one of these rivers; and a bald eagle, quietly seated
on the top of an old pine, seemed entirely to disregard us as we passed by him. | also
remarked the bright little “yellow bird” flitting about in every direction; and just caught a
sight of one of the water-snakes of the country, of a muddy green colour. There were

also to be seen, as we passed along, a variety of wild plants which would, in England, be
considered fit ornaments for the garden; the blue and crimson lobelia, the latter of splendid
beauty; a small eenothera or evening primrose, the wild sunflower, the scarlet salvia, and
different kinds of convolvolus, and of calceolaria or lady's slipper. | am no botanist, and
may possibly be mistaken in some of the names; but these “smiles of Providence” (as
Wilberforce used to call the flowers) filled me with no small delight.

But for the morale of our boat—we had a fine assortment of company, crammed
together, and feeding heatrtily at a long table three times a day—everybody easy and
good-tempered, as if the degree of roughness which they undergo had rubbed off all
inconvenient corners. | remember having been much struck, on the occasion, with

the aspect of these American travellers—their persons generally slim and active, their
countenances thin, eager, and intelligent, and marked by a peculiar air of independence.
This independence—this practical oblivion of all distinctions of class—although strange
to my former habits, was far less offensive to me than | expected. Every body was civil to
all around him; and those whom we should have regarded as belonging to the 13 upper
class of society, displayed no want of refinement or polish. Amongst them, were the four
judges of the supreme court of Pennsylvania, in which law and equity are united, and an
appellant jurisdiction exercised over the local and inferior courts. Chief-Justice Gibson,
who is evidently a person of superior parts and extensive knowledge, informed me that
the English common law is maintained in this state, with the exception of a few changes
introduced by American statute—a remark which equally applies to the generality of the

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

states of the Union. | learnt from him, that small crimes are decreasing, but that those of a
heavier nature had, of late years, increased alarmingly. He ascribed this lamentable fact
to the universal determination prevailing among the people, to do what they please: or, in
other words, to ultra-radicalism. The tendency of democracy, even in Pennsylvania, to this
dangerous condition of society, has, of late, been lamentably evinced by a change in the
constitution, which renders the judicial office dependent on the will of dominant parties in
the legislature, instead of being, as it was formerly, an office for life. | understood that the
chief-justice's salary was only £600 per annum—a sum, in my opinion, far too small for the
responsibility and dignity of the station.

Speaking of the late change in the constitution of Pennsylvania, | am painfully reminded
of the insertion of a single sad word in the present legal description of the qualification

for citizenship. It is the word white. And what is the lamentable effect of this mere stroke
of pen? Nothing less than the exclusion 14 of the whole coloured race, of every grade,
from the privilege of equal rights, on equal terms, with those among whom they dwell. The
infliction of the unrighteous system of caste, in one reserved case, on the frame-work of

a democratic society, is a frightful anomaly. Whether it is considered as matter of law, or
of universal habit and practice, it must be regarded by every fair observer, as the greatest
blot in the escutcheons of the free states of the American Union.

If persons of all classes on board our boat (white only of course) were mingled together
during the day, what am | to say of our bundling by night—judges, merchants, mechanics,
ministers of religion, &c. &c. huddled together, in near contact, and covering both the
seats, and the whole floor of our vessel? Very little air was allowed; and being much
indisposed, | was prevented by my kind companions from enjoying the delightful breezes
on the deck. Thus a measure of hardship fell to my lot, and it was not unnatural that |
should be thinking of the comforts of my pleasant and far distant home. But there is a
stimulus in a total change of scene and circumstance, which carries the traveller over
many difficulties; and if the mind is at peace, one can be happy anywhere.
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In one part of our journey, between the rivers Juniata and Conemaugh, | had for the first
time to cross the Alleghany mountains. For this purpose, having left our canal boat, in
which, by means of locks, we had already ascended to a considerable height, we were
conveyed, in rail cars, along a series of levels 15 and inclined plains, being drawn up

the latter by vast ropes set in motion by steam. This wondrous railroad is one of the

most extraordinary works of man to be anywhere met with, and does great credit to the
energy of a people so much distinguished for “going a-head.” The novelty of this mode of
travelling—connected as it was with my first introduction to the wild scenery of the native
American forest—for the forest, chiefly of pines, covers this part of the Alleghany ridge
—was indescribably strange to me. In our descent from the mountain (which, where we
crossed it, is about 1400 feet above the level of the sea) we were gradually let down to the
little town of Johnstown; from which we pursued our canal-boat voyage as before.

We arrived at Pittsburg at the close of the fourth day of our journey. The approach to this
American Birmingham, down the Alleghany river, on which we had now entered from

the canal, is uncommonly picturesque and striking. The town—black and smoky, (for
bituminous coal, as well as iron, abounds in the neighbourhood)—is said to contain 21,000
inhabitants, and is constantly rising in importance from its hardware manufactories. The
city stands on the fork of two noble streams, the Alleghany and Monongahela, which here
meet and form the Ohio. This fork is famous in history for having been the seat of an old
intrenchment of the French and Indians, by whom General Braddock was defeated. It

was the scene of General Washington's first exploits, when he was a young officer in the
British service. We were unable to make any stay in the city of Pittsburg; and were 16
therefore deprived of the opportunity of inspecting the Western Penitentiary of the state of
Pennsylvania, which, like its prototype in Philadelphia, is arranged on the solitary system,
and has the character of being well conducted. Poor specimen had we of the morals of the
West, in the uncounted falsehoods of the managers of different steam-boats which were
waiting for passengers on the Ohio; and it was at last, in despite of our better judgment,
that we were carried on board the S—which was positively to start for the south that very

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

evening. The promise for the evening soon merged into one for midnight; the machinery
was out of order; we could not start till it was mended. In fact, we did not begin our voyage
until a late hour the next morning, after undergoing the mortification of seeing our happier
fellow-travellers glide away in a far better vessel, long before we moved. We had not a
single hour to spare, and might be excused for a little impatience.

Our day's voyage. down the Ohio was however singularly interesting. The hills on each
side of the river might often be said to rise into mountains, and were covered with forest
from top to bottom; and the winding river, interspersed with richly wooded islands,
assumed, during a course of several miles, the appearance of a lake—one scene of this
description following another in rapid succession as we moved along. It was then evening,
and the mellowed brightness of the sky was in character decidedly Italian.

To me it was a new world indeed, and, as | walked the deck, excited a variety of thoughts
and meditations. 17 The name of this river is Indian—a word of a pleasant sound, and
indicating the true character of the lovely stream—it means Beautiful.

Our vessel, like many others of the kind on these western waters, was no ark of safety;
frequent little accidents impeded our progress, one after another, until about ten o'clock

at night, when it was quite dark, an important part of the machinery suddenly gave way,
and, in spite of our anxious desires to “go a-head,” we came to a dead stop. We were then
about five miles from Wheeling in Virginia, the place of our destination for the night. The
captain, half penitent for having so grossly deceived us, made the best amends he could,
by offering us his little row boat. In this we sped our way, not without some peril, down
those vast dark waters, and found ourselves safely lodged in a very comfortless hotel, just
before midnight.

| am, &c. &c. C

LETTER Il
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Earlham, 1 st month, 25 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

The town of Wheeling, although infected, like the rest of Virginia, with the curse of slavery,
derives considerable commercial prosperity from its situation on the bank of the Ohio.

We left the place early on the morning after our arrival, and having crossed the ferry into
the state of Ohio, pursued our journey in a light springy coachee or wagon, through wild
and beautiful forest scenery, and by roads dangerously precipitous and full of holes.

| remember being very troublesome to my companions, from my perpetual inquiries
respecting the various kinds of forest trees, which were new to me, and which attracted my
attention as we passed along. It maynot be unsuitable to take the present opportunity of
mentioning some of these ornaments of American scenery.

The oaks of America are generally distinguished from those of England, by the larger
size, deep indentation, and bright polish of the leaf; but in consequence of the near
neighbourhood of other trees, they are seldom seen to spread like the pride of our
parks; they often rise, however, to what we should call an extraordinary height. | am told
that there are no less than thirty 19 species of oak belonging to the forest of America;
the principal of them are the white, black, red, and yellow, named, | believe, from the
distinctive appearances of their bark. The red oak is the most like ours. The chesnut,
somewhat similar to the Spanish species, abounds in many parts, and produces in
abundance a small sweet nut. Equally common is the hickory—a beautiful tree resembling
the English walnut—the nut very hard, with a palatable kernel. The black walnut which
produces a nut of a larger and coarser kind, is much valued for articles of furniture; it
spreads handsomely, the leaf somewhat resembling that of the ash. The buttonwood, a
species of sycamore or plane, is found chiefly on the banks of the streams; it grows to a
prodigious size, and is highly picturesque. But the chief glory of the woods of Ohio, as of
those of many other districts, is the rock or sugar maple, often a very lofty tree, brightly
green in the spring and summer, and in the fall of the year still more brightly scarlet. As

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

we pursue the thread of our story, we may probably be reminded of many other species—
enough of trees for the present.

The country through which we were passing was what the Americans call a rolling one;
being composed of a succession of hills and dales. When we had travelled about fifteen
miles, just after winding our way out of a wooded valley, and scaling a well-cultivated

hill, we found ourselves in the midst of an agreeable group of houses and farms, with a
large barn-like meeting-house, well-built, and commanding a most agreeable prospect.
The village was Mount Pleasant, and the meeting-house the accustomed place C 2 20 of
rendezvous for the yearly meeting of Friends in Ohio.

Vehicles of various shapes and sizes, were standing about the building—the horses being
hitched , or fastened to branches of trees. It was the meeting of ministers and elders,
which precedes that of the general body. In consequence of the difficulties of our journey,
we were a full hour beyond the right time, and a well-known Friend was engaged in fervent
vocal prayer at the moment when we entered. | shall, | trust, never forget the solemnity

of the occasion, or the kindness with which the brethren and sisters present welcomed

the coming of a stranger from a distant land. The general yearly meeting which was large,
lasted several days, and was to me a time of peculiar interest, beginning on the first day of
the week with public meetings for worship, and proceeding on the following days with the
business of the church in its usual order. | need not tell thee that a Friends' yearly meeting
Is very unlike any other large deliberative assembly. Without any human president—the
clerk acting only as the organ for recording the decisions of the meeting—it is our principle
on these occasions, as thou art aware, to wait on Christ himself, as the ever-present Head
of his church; and in the consideration of all questions of practical importance, to seek

the gracious guidance of his Spirit. Feebly as we may act up to this principle, the actual
consequence, for the most part, is a quietness and order in the discussion of subjects,
which goes far to promote the predominance of truth; and is often accompanied by a
remarkable feeling of unity and solemnity.
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This goodly order is doubtless connected both with the habits of our education, and with
the method of our discipline; but the only availing ground of it, is the dependence of the
mind on a divine and omnipresent Saviour. When he is denied or disregarded, the order
of the church is deprived of all its security. This truth was remarkably exemplified in the
yearly meeting of Ohio several years ago, when a number of persons who had lapsed
from their faith in Christ, succeeded, by a noisy and violent demeanour, in throwing

an otherwise peaceable assembly, into a condition of uproar and confusion; but these
persons have long since been separated from the Society, and at the period of my visit all
was quietness and peace. In the meetings for worship, which were thronged by persons
of various denominations, the gospel of Christ was fully preached, many ministers being
present, and appeared to be received with much cordiality. | was most kindly lodged in a
comfortable, though rather humble dwelling, where | was fed on the fat of a fruitful land,
and enjoyed the society of many pious though simple people.

The breakfast hour was seven o'clock; dinner half-past one; tea ( a fourchette ) six in the
evening—several tiers of friends, in this hospitable abode, sitting down one after another,
until all were satisfied. The simplicity of the mode of living was to me at once entertaining
and agreeable.

After the yearly meeting was concluded, | spent many days in excursions to various

parts of the country, not very distant from Mount Pleasant, holding public meetings for
worship, as | went along, with 22 Friends, and their neighbours of every denomination.

It is surprising with how much readiness the population in these half cultivated districts,
may be convened for this purpose; and there certainly appeared to me no indisposition
among the people to accept the great doctrines of the Christian faith. The Methodists

are very numerous and useful, and are spreading in all directions. In the course of my
travels, | often observed the traces of their camp meetings, which are held for two or three
days continuously, under the shelter of the woods, and are attended by vast numbers of
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persons. It is commonly stated, that a considerable degree of dissipation has been one
consequence of these large assemblies, the looser and wilder part of which cannot be
expected to submit to the control of the ministers; but there is every reason to believe, on
the other hand, that these meetings have been productive of a diffused knowledge and
love of religion; and | was told, on good authority, that they are now much more prudently
regulated than was formerly the case.

The country over which | travelled during these excursions (chiefly in Jefferson County)

Is very much of one character—a beautiful wooded wilderness of hill and dale, gradually
coming under more and more cultivation—about half of it now cleared from wood, and very
productive of nourishment for man and beast. The settlers are becoming wealthy, many

of them being already possessed of considerable property. The average value of land,
when | was there, was from 25 to 40 dollars per acre. Plentifulness and ease, on the sole
condition of industry, appeared 23 to be the universal order of things. At a cottage one
morning, after a neighbouring meeting had been concluded—such a cottage as an English
peasant might not unsuitably occupy—we were hospitably received by a small farmer and
mechanic. There was no strong drink on his table, but the abundance and variety of the
articles produced at dinner, all served up in the most simple manner, really astonished me.
We had fricasseed chicken, beef cutlets, fried ham, two kinds of excellent bread, pumpkin
pie, apple and currant jelly, mashed apples, stewed plums, preserved pears, apple pie,
rice pudding, tomatoes, cucumbers, beet, new butter, virgin honey, milk, tea, and coffee.
At the six o'clock evening meal, at another house, we had sweet potatoes, potatoe pie,
fried ham, beet, apple sauce, preserved peaches and cherries, two kinds of butter, &c. &c.
No servants of course in any such house. All people do all things for themselves. | heartily
wished as | went along, that | might myself become imbued with some small measure of
this hardy independence. | saw no appearances of poverty among the people, much less
of pauperism.

It is greatly to be regretted that the black and coloured people of this state, are far from
being on equal terms, in point of civil right, with the white population; and, by some late
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law, their condition in this respect has become even worse than before. Repeated appeals
to the Legislature have been made, in their favour, by the Society of Friends. In the mean
time they have more appearance of respectability, and even ease here, than in some
others of the free estates of the Union. 24 | remember meeting three negroes one day on
horseback. One of them was a farming man who had realized a little property; another

a minister of the gospel, on his way to his congregation; the third a female, respectably
attired, the wife of one of them. How happy will be the day when such scenes shall
become general on the other side of the river, in the states of Virginia and Kentucky!

There are few walkers to be found among the meeting-goers of Ohio. Convenient
wagons are built cheaply; and excellent horses (here called creatures ) are obtained at

a reasonable price, and kept on the produce of every man's farm, free from all burden

of taxation. Thus every one rides or drives—a remark which applies to persons of all
religious denominations. The exception to this picture of prosperity, is to be found in the
unhealthy looks of many of the women, especially the mothers and mistresses of families;
who from the utter want of servants or helpers, are often compelled to undergo a degree of
domestic labour, totally at variance from the habits of females in our own country. Nor can
it be denied, that the children as well as the mothers, suffer great loss from this condition
of society. Uncontrolled by maternal care and tuition, the little ones who are not ripe for
school, are often found running wild about the premises, and imbibe the spirit of American
independence, long before they are capable of using it rightly. This observation is not
intended to be confined to Ohio; much less to the Friends residing there, whose habits,
comparatively, are rather remarkable for order; it is in the nature of things, of 25 general
application to the middle class of society in the country districts of America, especially
those which are newly settled.

Among the places | visited in Jefferson County, was Steubenville, a handsome town of
5000 inhabitants, finely situated at the foot of a hill on the banks of the Ohio. It seemed to
be a very thriving town, and | was glad to find in it seven or eight good places of worship;
| also heard an excellent report of their being well attended by the population. I often
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wished for the company of my worthy friend, Dr. Chalmers, when | was engaged, in
contemplating, from place to place, what appeared to me to be the favourable working of
the voluntary system, in the administration of the Christian religion. | well remember the
delight which he expressed, when we were taking a view together from an eminence, of
one of our cities which lay below us, dotted with steeples. The city in question, through
the pious zeal of olden times, had been far better supplied with churches, than most of the
large towns in England. But | remember telling him that his pleasure would probably be
decreased, could he but witness the scanty congregations by which many of them were
frequented. In Steubenville, and amultitude of similar towns, in the more thriving parts

of the North American Union, it has often been my lot to observe an equal proportionate
number of well-built meeting-houses (including those of the Episcopal Church) scattered
conveniently over the town, and attended, as | was often assured, by the bulk of the
people. Although Ohio is a comparatively young state, | did not find any town or village
in it, on the roads 26 by which | travelled, which was destitute of a place or places of
public worship, or of the usual means of religious instruction. As far as | could perceive,
the physical developement had already been very fairly overtaken by Christian culture.
Meeting-houses, chiefly belonging to the Methodists, Baptists, or Presbyterians, are also
frequently to be seen in country places.

The state of Ohio is a noble district, remarkable for fertility, and watered by large streams
—it already contains upwards of a million of inhabitants; but so great are its natural
resources, that it may probably in the end support ten times the number. Law and liberty
seem to be pretty well balanced in it; and, on the whole, it is a country in which any man of
good character and conduct, may live with no small degree of comfort and satisfaction. |
reserve a few further particulars for my next letter

| am, &c. &c.
27
LETTER IV.
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Earlham, 2 nd month, 1 st, 1841.
My dear Friend,

On the 23rd of the 9th Month (Sept.) 1837, | set out for my journey to Indiana by the
National Western road—a macadamized turnpike, and a perfect contrast to the rough and
almost dangerous ways by which | had been travelling since | entered the state at the
beginning of the month. | was conveyed in one of the homely but comfortable wagons of
the country, a light carriage on springs, drawn by two good horses, and fraught with other
conveniences. It belonged to the kind and intelligent friend who undertook, from pure love
to the cause in which | was engaged, to be my driver and companion. | once idly thought,
before | left England, that it would serve some useful purposes to take a servant with me to
America; but experience soon undeceived me. My every want was amply supplied by the
kindness of my friends; and had | taken any one with me in such a dependent situation,
the probability is, that he would soon have become an American on his own account, and
have left his master in the lurch.

Our first day's journey on the road in question was of 40 miles, to a little pseudo -Norwich,
an uninviting 28 village of about 700 inhabitants. | was glad to observe two meeting-
houses in the place, in one of which we held, during the evening, a satisfactory assembly
for worship.

A single stage from this village brought us to Zanesville, on the river Muskingum, a neat
and prosperous-looking town, of about 7000 inhabitants. It is connected by one of those
long covered wooden bridges, so common in America, with the town of Putnam on the
other side of the river. This latter place is of a very agreeable aspect, its good frame
houses being pleasantly intermingled with fine trees. At Zanesville we passed the First
day of the week; and the attention and solemnity which prevailed in a large public meeting
in the evening, afforded an evidence that its inhabitants, varied as they are in point of
denomination, are no strangers to the blessings of our common Christianity.
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As we had no change of horses, our progress was a slow one; but our next day's journey
was of 42 miles, ending at a small place called Reynoldsburg. The following extract from
my journal, written that evening, may give thee some notion of the country through which

| was passing. “I have been travelling to-day through a dull country—the hills and dales
being now exchanged for a flat plain, half covered with woods, and tolerably cultivated.
The little new-born village to which we are come for our night's lodging is surrounded by
forest; but it cannot be called very desolate, as it contains four Christian congregations,
and two very tolerable houses of entertainment. These houses are of much more frequent
occurrence on this national road, than on many of the high roads 29 in England. | am
rather disappointed by the absence of variety in birds and flowers; The country here

has few ornaments. | have, however, observed several species of woodpecker—some
gaily marked—haunting the forest; a large plain-looking kingfisher; and the “blue bird”

of bright plumage, between the size of a thrush and a sparrow. This last is named from

its colour, and is a fit companion for the “yellow bird” already described—both being
common in almost all the states. The “red bird” also occasionally occurs, but not so
frequently. The wild flowers of this season are not very attractive; they are chiefly of the
class syngenesia—Michaelmas daisies, yellow chrysanthemums, &c. Limestone is the
geological characteristic of this district. It is supposed to have a deleterious effect on the
water, which is remarkably irritating to the bowels; but this inconvenience is experienced
chiefly by strangers. Good coal is also abundant, and is obtained without difficulty from
horizontal shafts on the sides of the hills. In Pennsylvania the coal is called anthracite,
being destitute of bitumen, and throwing out a red heat without flame, but not, as | believe,
without some undesirable mixture of carbonic acid gas. Here , as at Pittsburg, the coal is
bituminous, and is equal, as far as | know, to that of Newcastle. This surely is a country of
wonderful resources.”

From Reynoldsburg we proceeded, before breakfast, to Columbus, the seat of government
—a baby metropolis bursting into life, and already making some show of magnificence,
though at present with a population of only a few thousands. The meeting-houses and 30
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some of the private dwellings are large and handsome. One gentleman has been building
an excellent stone house at the expense of about £6000 sterling—Iust a specimen of
what American citizens are doing! There is a good institution in this young city, for the
maintenance and education of the deaf and dumb; and a state lunatic asylum, on a noble
plan, for the accommodation of 700 patients, was in rapid course of erection at the time
of our visit. The people at work there, were inmates of the state prison. They seemed to
be very industrious. We saw them assemble in excellent order for their dinner, and held a
religious meeting with them after the meal was finished.

The state prison itself is however the most interesting object of attention at Columbus. It
contained, at the time of our visit, 374 convicts, including those who were at work at the
asylum. Of this number | was glad to find that only 16 were coloured persons; and the
females who occupied a separate part of the building, were only four. The prisoners sleep
in separate cells, and each cell is furnished with a Bible. During the day they are employed
in their respective working rooms, in large companies, all in silence—as busy a scene as
| ever withessed—carriage-lace weaving, tailoring, shoemaking, manufacturing saddle
trees, carpentering, working in iron, and stone cutting—the raw hands stone breaking.
The several divisions of men were employed in executing the orders of certain joint-stock
companies engaged in their respective trades; and | was assured that the payments for
the work defrayed the whole expense of the prison. Whipping is the penalty for 31 the
breaking of that perfect silence which is here enjoined; from the very nature of things,

it is to be feared that great severity is too often practised, and | remember being much
annoyed by observing watchmen on the walls, with rifles in their hands. The prisoners
are fed daily on what appeared to be a sufficient quantity of meat and coarse Indian-corn
bread. We saw them assembled at their dinner, and great was their attention to the words
of Christian truth, which were afterwards preached to them. | was, however, pained by an
appearance of much depression in many of them, and a pallid state of health seemed to
be of common occurrence. After all, to work hard without wages, and under the terror of
the whip, is a wretched slavery, and ought to be in some way or other alleviated, even in
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the case of criminals. Some of these prisoners were sentenced to terms of ten or twelve
years; in such persons hope must sink to almost its lowest ebb; nor can it be denied that
nature shrinks, from the long continued pressure either of solitude or silence. Murder of
the first degree is the only crime in Ohio punishable by death. How strangely different is
this state of things from that in the slave state of South Carolina, where the statute-book is
stained by the enactment of the last sad penalty of the law for 30 different offences!

| own was surprised that the convicts in this prison, though a very small proportion indeed
of the population of the state, should be as numerous as they are. In a country where
every man may earn his livelihood without difficulty, why should there be any crime?

The enigma was solved by an inspection 32 of the records of the prison, from which |
learnt that a large number of its inmates had become criminals, through the medium of
intemperance. | was sorry to hear that some of the Temperance Societies of this state
were on the decline, and that whiskey drinking is a reviving practice. It would be well were
Father Mathew to make them a visit; but | do not suppose that the inhabitants of Ohio are
more given to intemperance than those of many other states of the Union—certainly not
more so than the people of our own country.

| was pleased with visiting the halls of assembly of the upper and lower house of the Ohio
legislature; they are handsome and convenient rooms. The senators are 36 in number;
the members of the lower house 72; but this little parliament was not then in session. The
latter are elected annually; the former, once in two years. The governor of the state is
allowed, as | understand, a salary equivalent to £800 per annum. Nothing indeed can be
more simple than the frame-work of this and other similar republics in North America. As
far as | could observe, it is a political constitution which works pretty well. The dangers
attending it appeared to me to arise, first, from the violent spirit of the two parties to

which the public good is often sacrificed; and secondly, from the prevailing tendency in
democracy, to descend into that condition of society in which every man is his own master
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even in defiance of the restraints of law and justice. | did not myself perceive any peculiar
evidences of this degenerating process, in the state of Ohio.

33

After spending an interesting morning at Columbus, we took our afternoon stage to
Jefferson, still on the national road, where we held a meeting in a little chapel belonging
to the Methodists, who seem to be the leading religionists in these small places. At our
pot-house breakfast, early the next morning, our table was supplied with venison steaks,
fried chicken and ham, molasses, preserved cherries, etc.—one of the usual indications
of the plentifulness of the country. The deer are abundant in the neighbouring woods,
from which they often emerge, and, as the people say, “plague the corn.” At Jefferson
we were compelled to desert the national road, which was no further in a finished state;
our route lay over a flat country and through fine woods—the road intensely bad and
muddy. It was in this part of my journey that | caught a glimpse of the natural prairies of
America—rich and beautiful meadows, with which the forest is here interspersed; but | am
not one of those American travellers who have enjoyed the privilege of traversing those
more extensive districts of the same description, in the far west, where fine park scenery,
adorned with a profusion of the gayest flowers, is said to be the aspect of uncultivated
nature.

A wealthy settler named Gwyn, over whose territory we passed, is the owner of a multitude
of fine Durham-like oxen, which we saw grazing about his wild pastures. Any Norfolk
farmer would have applauded the comeliness of the beeves. As we drove along, my
attention was attracted by the “blue jay,” a bright bird, which is the noisiest inmate of the
woods, and very common. | also observed a D 34 pretty kind of partridge, gaily marked
about the head.

The day's journey which | am now describing, brought us to Springfield, a rising town of
considerable importance, where we held a public meeting for worship, and were kindly
entertained at the house of an opulent friend, with all the refinements of English hospitality.
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Thus were we prepared for the somewhat tedious journey of two more days, through a
half-cultivated country, until we reached the pleasant town of Richmond, on the White
Water River, in the eastern part of the state of Indiana.

The next night we lodged in a miserable house of entertainment by the road-side, which
was crowded with persons travelling westward, and almost intolerable was the bundling.
Undoubtedly the most interesting and surprising circumstance which engaged my
attention, during this journey on the main route to the westward, was the unparalleled
scene of movement—all in one direction—of which we were witnesses. “Westward,
westward speed thy way,” seemed to be the common motto. | am wholly unable to
conjecture what might be the number of wagons, all of large dimensions, and filled with
the sturdy families of the east, which we overtook as they were making their slow but sure
progress towards the wilderness of Indiana, lllinois, or possibly Wisconsin. These movers
had in general the appearance of considerable respectability, though sometimes they were
rough and rude. Not uncommonly my ears were grated by profane swearing, carelessly
uttered, as it seemed, in cold blood; for | may observe, in passing, that an 35 American

Is seldom seen in what we call a passion. Sometimes these moving families would fill the
houses of entertainment by the road-side at night. More frequently, however, we observed
them bivouacking, for their night's lodging, in some convenient spot under the shelter of
the woods.

Here it is only fair to remark that this perpetual move to the westward is by no means
always attended with success. Occasionally we observed a wagon-load of these migratory
people returning eastward. The dejection and disappointment evidently marked on their
countenances, formed a singular contrast to the comparatively careless and hopeful
aspect of those who were journeying towards the setting sun. One could not witness

the scenes which | have now described, without many a reflection on the floating and
uncertain circumstances to which we are all liable in this state of discipline and change. In
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the mean time, who can calculate what will be the ultimate diffusion and greatness of the
people of the United States?

l am, &c. &c. D 2

LETTER V.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 3 rd, 1841.
My dear Friend,

Never, to the best of my knowledge, have | withessed so remarkable an assemblage

of people, as that which was convened for public worship, at Richmond, on the
commencement of the Yearly Meeting for Indiana—Friends and others, arriving on
horseback, or in the grotesque carriages of the country, almost without end. The horses,
hitched to nearly every tree of the wood which surrounded the vast red-brick meeting-
house, formed in themselves a curious spectacle. It was supposed that about 3000 people
were accommodated within the walls; and nearly as many, unable to obtain a place in the
house, were promenading by the hour together on the premises. It is the constant custom
of the people in the surrounding country, to attend the “Quaker's Meeting” on this particular
occasion; and | cannot think that they were actuated by much of religious zeal: for those
who could not obtain a place in the house, seemed perfectly satisfied with the opportunity
which they were enjoying of walking and talking with their neighbours. It was however, for
those within, a time of great solemnity and refreshment.

37

On the following morning we proceeded to the business of the church. All strangers had
now withdrawn; the great shutters which divide the house in two, were let down; the one
compartment was filled by the men—the other by the women. Each sex, as is our custom
on these occasions, formed a deliberative body of its own,—the attention of the women,
amongst us, being exclusively directed to the care of the female part of the society. The
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brethren only have a legislative power; and this as thou art aware extends over the whole
body, including both sexes. The Friends who had assembled on the present occasion had
many of them come from great distances; some from the state of Ohio, others from the
extreme west of Indiana, others again from lllinois. The whole population of Friends, within
the limits of this yearly meeting, is about 30,000.

| am not about to occupy thy attention with a description of the various sittings of this
annual assembly; but there are two or three points on which | am inclined to make a few
remarks. The first is, the care exercised by this large body, in promoting the Christian
education of their children throughout their limits. From the reports which were presented
on this occasion, it appeared that some thousands of them were placed in select day
schools, in which they were taught the elements of useful knowledge, and at the same
time trained in the principles and habits of the Society. It was also determined that a large
boarding-school should be instituted, for the still more liberal education of the children or
those members who were able to undertake this extra expense.

38

Another point to which | allude is slavery , which formed the subject of a lively discussion.
The result was the issuing of a powerful printed document on the evils of the system,
which was ordered to be freely circulated among the population at large.

Nor was there less interest felt on this occasion, respecting the long persecuted Aborigines
of North America. The small tribe of Shawnee Indians, who were compelled, some

years since, to remove from their former reservations in Ohio, to a new location west

of the Mississippi, are under the particular care of the Friends of Ohio and Indiana. A

few individuals of the society have long been resident amongst them, and have not only
instituted a school for their children, and are promoting, as far as they were able, the
Christian instruction of the tribe, but have been very successful in training them to regular
agricultural habits. Great was the affliction felt at this time by the friends of this cause, in
consequence of the lamentable circumstance, that nearly 100 of the Shawnee warriors,
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whose attention had been directed by the Friends to the arts and comforts of peace, had
been induced by the Federal government to quit their homes, to undertake a long march
and voyage to Florida, and there to engage in a dangerous bush warfare against their
brethren, the Seminoles. | believe that most of them have since returned to their families
and their farms. It is only justice to state that, when | was at Washington, a few months
afterwards, Joel R. Poinsett, the secretary at war, a gentleman of integrity, as well as
information and ability, frankly assured me, on behalf of the Van Buren government, that
the labours of the Friends 39 among the Indians should never again meet with such an
interruption. A respectable Friend, in the station of a minister, has lately moved a thousand
miles westward from his own home in the north-eastern part of Ohio, under an impression
of religious duty, to settle among the Shawnee Indians. Thus it may be hoped that the
work of evangelization and civilization are likely to go forward, hand in hand, for the benefit
of that interesting people.

Many days, after the conclusion of the yearly meeting, were occupied by a visit to

the settlements of Friends within a hundred miles of Richmond. In the course of this
excursion | saw much of the wild forest, and passed over roads which might truly be
called dangerously bad. The mud holes, in some parts, were indeed tremendous. But in
extremely sequestered spots, | was occasionally refreshed by meeting with instances of
simple, but genuine piety; and although the cultivation of the land was by no means in so
forward a state as in many parts of Ohio, | still found myself hospitably entertained with
a sufficiency of good food, and very tolerable lodging. | remember being led one night by
torch-light, through what appeared to me an almost impervious forest, until | arrived in
safety at the humble abode of one of the settlers, where | found all my needs abundantly
supplied.

There is, however, one exception to the wholesomeness of diet in many of the newly-
settled parts both of Ohio and Indiana. It is, that the milk is occasionally found to be
poisonous, though its deleterious qualities are not to be detected by the taste. The 40
effect of a free use of the beverage, under these circumstances, is a violent sickness of
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the stomach, often terminating in death. In one of the meetings which | visited in Indiana,
the master of a family had been carried off by the “milk-sick” (as they call it) just before |
arrived, and | heard of several instances of the same description. This lamentable effect
appears to arise from the almost inevitable custom of suffering the cattle to graze in the
wild woods: there they probably meet with some kind of food, which, without any apparent
injury to their own health, infects them in their character of the feeders of man. The cheese
and butter, as well as the milk, become fraught with danger, and the beef itself is found

to be equally poisonous. A dreadful mystery hangs, at present, over both the causes

and the remedies of this evil, which renders travelling in these parts of the country in no
small degree unsafe. Wherever one goes, one is assured, that the “milk-sick” is not there,
but only at some village or settlement ten or twenty miles distant. As the country comes
under cultivation, and the cattle are confined to cleared pastures, this strange affliction
gradually disappears. In the mean time, it is evident, that a life of successful labour, in the
wilderness of America, is not without its dark shades.

Here | may remark, that when | speak of cleared and cultivated land in Ohio, and still more
in Indiana, |1 do not mean land without any remaining vestiges upon it of the forest. The
stumps of the trees are in general left in the ground, and although they are, in the end,
uprooted, either by a machine used in some parts, or by the spade, this is the result of

a 41 further advance in cultivation than is usually to be met with in these western states.
Nor does the new settler, in his effort to clear the land, by any means always make use

of the axe. Often does he content himself with girdling the tree, so as to destroy its life.

He then leaves it to wither, rot, and fall by the common processes of nature; or sets fire

to it, leaving a black unsightly trunk to deform the beauty of the scene. Sometimes the

fire spreads far beyond his intention, and wonderfully injures the delightful aspect of the
native forest. | have already mentioned the sugar-maple as an ornament of the woods. |
wish now to remark, that it is very far from being a mere object of admiration to the settlers
of Ohio, Indiana, Canada, and many other parts of North America. It is one of the grand
resources for the supply of the domestic table. The tree is tapped (near its root) early in
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the spring; and the juice which flows from it, is converted, by the usual process of boiling
(roughly conducted of course), into a very nutritious sugar, of a dark brown colour. The
flavour is peculiar, but not unpalatable; and the molasses which drip from the sugar, when
it is left to granulate, are much more agreeable to the taste, than those obtained from the
sugar-cane.

In my notice of Ohio, | mentioned that | everywhere found the physical and civil
development of society overtaken by religious culture. It is only candid to remark, that as

| travelled still further west, | was sorry to observe, that this was far from being uniformly
the case. Small scattered villages are to found, even in the eastern parts of Indiana, in
which, 42 at the date of my journey, there was no place of public worship; and there can
be little doubt, that this destitution becomes more frequent, as one proceeds further and
further into the western wilderness. In the mean time, a surprising number of missionaries
are sent out from the societies in the eastern states, on visits of Christian love to the
settlements in the west. Partly from the influence of these persons, and partly from general
causes, the existing defect is in course of being gradually remedied; more effectually

so, perhaps, than could possibly be the case through any intervention of the powers of
government.

In the course of the excursion which | am now describing, | called on S—M—, the sheriff
of Wayne, whose office (being of course the highest in the county) is not merely to
superintend the catching of thieves, but literally to catch them with his own hands—his fine
athletic person being, among other qualities, the recommendation for his post. It seems
that, in this young country, bursting as it is into new life and importance, and marked by a
perfect democracy of institution, the high-sheriff and constable are one.

| have one more point to mention before | take my leave of Indiana. Newly settled as it
Is by immigration from the eastern states, it has already become a point from which a
further movement westward, is rapidly progressing. A curious evidence of this fact came
under my notice, in connection with our own society. The families which composed a
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country meeting in North Carolina, afflicted by their vicinity to the curse of slavery, moved
almost with one 43 consent, to a new location in Indiana, about 600 miles from their former
home. There they cleared and cultivated a large portion of land, and made themselves
very comfortable. The land, of course, rose proportionably in value. In the mean time the
children of these families bad grown up, and each son was requiring a farm for himself.
These industrious persons then concluded to sell their improved lands, and to remove in
a body, as before, many hundreds of miles further west, into the wild but fertile territory of
Wisconsin, where any quantity of land might be obtained for nothing—subject, however,
to a future pecuniary arrangement with the federal government. There, as | understand,
they are cultivating the wilderness on a system of subdivision, which meets the utmost
demands of the rising generation; and they have happily been able to maintain their
religious polity without material loss. Ministers and flock were all gone together, and their
unity as a body was not broken.

| am, &c. &c.

LETTER VL.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 5 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

The yearly meetings in America are eight in number, four of which are held in succession
during the autumn, and the other four in the spring and summer. It could not fail to be

an object of importance to me to attend these general assemblies of a people whom

| had crossed the Atlantic to visit. It was for this reason, that | felt constrained to quit
Indiana; to give up the satisfaction of making my acquaintance with the queen of the west,
—I mean the beautiful and prosperous city of Cincinnati on the Ohio; and to pursue as
direct a course as possible to North Carolina, where the yearly meeting assembles early
in the 11th month (November). The question was, how | was to perform this arduous
journey of 600 miles, across a region more or less settled and cultivated, of which |
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had no knowledge. My friends found it very difficult to contrive either a companionship

or a conveyance. It so happened, however, that a worthy member of the society, a
wagoner by trade, was employed to drive me to a neighbouring meeting, with a pair of
horses which he used in his 45 business, and in a carriage borrowed from one of his
neighbours. The animals were diverse in colour, but admirably matched in pace and
quality; doubtless it was because of their suitability to each other that they bore the names
of David and Jonathan. | soon perceived that this was the man and these the horses which
were to transfer me from Indiana to Carolina. | had indeed afterwards much reason to
acknowledge that this was one of those many instances of a kind providence, by which my
course in America was wonderfully facilitated; my friend and his horses suited me exactly,
and continued to be my helpers through a much greater extent of country than | then
contemplated. | bought a humble but convenient wagon, on wooden springs, of a carriage-
maker at Richmond; an active young, man accompanied us on horseback, as our guide,
or, as they say in America, our pilot ; and our party being joined by three other friends
bound in the same direction, we set off on our pilgrimage, at the rate of about four miles
an hour (a rate which, though a slow one, was often exchanged for a slower still) in good
health and spirits. Our route lay, for several days, through the south-western part of the
state of Ohio, a region of uncommon fertility, interspersed, of course, with extensive woods
of native growth. Nothing scarcely could exceed the beauty of the autumnal colouring of
the forest, very superior to the corresponding effect in our own country; the bright red,
orange, and yellow 6f the maples, oaks, chestnuts, &c. intermingled with the unfading

and lively green of the pines. Large sepulchral mounds are to be observed 46 in this part
of America; and in one place a circular embankment surrounding a valley of ten miles

in circumference, with intersecting dikes, all of great antiquity—a sure indication that

the present tribes of Indians had predecessors much more civilized than themselves

—a people who understood the art of fortification. The pottery and warlike weapons

which were used by this mysterious people, now so completely extinguished, have been
discovered in various parts of the United States.
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In the course of this part of our journey, we came to several of the settlements of Friends;
and the readiness with which they and their neighbours flocked to the meetings which

we appointed, convinced me, to my own comfort, that my long pilgrimage had not been
undertaken in vain. One morning, though it was a common working day of the week, about
1600 persons assembled; but the settlers of Ohio can afford to renounce the labour of a
few hours in their fields, with little difficulty. The district to which | allude, is fertilized by the
big and little Miami rivers, and its sturdy occupiers appeared to be living on the very fat of
the land.

We spent a few hours on our way, and held an evening meeting at Chillicothe on the

river Sciota—a town of about 6000 inhabitants. Public races were going on, at the time;
affording an evidence that dissipation is ever prone to follow in the tract of civilization. On
this occasion | saw something of the public dining and supping at large hotels—a practice
with which | afterwards became very familiar. Certainly it is not a scene of much punctilio
—a multitude of 47 persons sitting down together, but wholly regardless of each other, and
devouring their food with great rapidity-every man laying hold of the best he can find, and
no one waiting for his neighbour. Since that time however, it is only fair to confess that |
have witnessed many such repasts in America, conducted with considerable quietness
and order. Undoubtedly the English traveller through the United States, has small cause
for complaint; if he conducts himself with common kindness, he is sure to meet with almost
universal civility.

| took my last leave of the State of Ohio at the town of Gallipolis, which was originally
settled by the French, and is pleasantly situated on the lofty bank of the “beautiful river.”
| was told that the people of this place had no very high reputation for morals or religion;
their French extraction was said not to be favourable to these ends; but they flocked in
large numbers to an evening meeting, on less than two hours' notice, and were evidently
capable of impression on the most important of all subjects. | believed it to be my duty
to hold a similar meeting at Charleston in Virginia, on the ensuing First day of the week.
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For this purpose we left Gallipolis early on the preceding morning; and, having crossed
the Ohio, we entered at once on the Virginian forest. Our journey was adventurous and
difficult, the road winding through apparently interminable wood; in some parts, rocky
and hilly; in others, deep with mud. We were ordered to travel nine miles by a wild and
almost untrodden path, to the house of a settler, who it was hoped would furnish us

with a breakfast. After a 48 tedious drive we arrived at the appointed spot; the master of
the house was absent; his wife was preparing the family linen for a grand move to the
Westward; and all breakfast either for ourselves or our horses, was at first peremptorily
refused. After a little gentle persuasion, however, our friend relented, and long patience
was at length rewarded by as good and plentiful a morning meal as | ever saw. We had
hunger for our sauce, and grey squirrels, with many other articles, for our food. These
animals abound in the woods, and are excellent at the table. As night approached—and
night in these regions comes on with little notice of twilight—we were pursuing our journey,
through the forest over a very high hill. By an almost precipitous descent we arrived, just
before total darkness, at a little farm house where we earnestly hoped that we should find
a lodging. But no such accommodation was there—we were instructed to go half a mile
further to a more likely tenement. In the course of this half mile, we were in great danger
of being overturned in descending the steep bank of a stream which it was necessary

to cross, though all was then darkness. | shall not forget the comfort of at length finding
ourselves in shelter and safety beside a blazing log fire, though with rough fare, and in

a most humble dwelling. Of the two little beds in the kitchen, one was occupied by an
elderly friend of our company and his wife—the other was kindly reserved for myself. The
rest of our company was stowed in a small garret. Want of cleanliness is the only real
pain on such occasions. | find a note in my journal that the spitting consequent on the
chewing 49 of tobacco, is in these parts, nearly universal. It is a strange fact to notice—
but | actually mistook the sound of it for the noise of rain, during the silence of one of our
public meetings.
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We were glad to leave our lodging-place in the wilderness, at break of day, and after a

few more miles of difficult travelling, arrived at a good house of entertainment, where we
washed, breakfasted, and held our morning meeting—it was the First day of the week. Our
travelling on that day being fully justified by a religious object, we continued our journey

by a heavy public road to Charleston on the Kenahwa. Though rather late in the autumn,
the weather was hot; and the journey, tedious in itself, was rendered most afflicting to

me by my first full sight of slaves; men, women, and children, in large numbers. Many of
them were tidy, and looked tolerably comfortable; others were poorly clad, and had a very
wretched appearance. Often, in the course of this journey through Virginia, did we meet
companies of slaves, themselves on foot, following the planter, or merchant, who owned
them, and who (with part of his family, perhaps, and a favourite slave or two) was going
before in some kind of carriage. On these occasions it was sorrowful to observe the lame
ones limping behind, and yet compelled by a stern necessity to keep within the limits of the
straggling company.

It is impossible for a casual traveller to form an exact estimate of the real condition of

the slaves in America. One thing is certain—that they are systematically excluded by

law from all school instruction; and though, undoubtedly, there are many humane E 50
slave-holders, it follows, from the very nature of the case, that great cruelties must often
be perpetrated. | well remember that an ingenuous white lad who guided me, one day,

to a bathing-place on the bank of the Kenahwa, gave me a most affecting account of the
whippings with the cow-hide (sometimes amounting to 200 lashes) which are still often
inflicted on these children of oppression. The best aspect under which | saw American
slavery, was at the public meetings for worship, which were held, in the course of this
journey, in numerous towns and villages of Virginia and North Carolina. The slaves often
attended in considerable numbers, and generally occupied the gallery, while the body of
the house was filled by the white inhabitants. | was glad to find that this liberty was allowed
them in many places, though the practice is not universal. | felt it to be a privilege on these
occasions, freely to proclaim those grand principles of Christian truth, which are of equal
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application to bond and free; but which, nevertheless, when truly received and acted on,
cannot fail to undermine the system of slavery at the foundation. Although, of course, the
subject of slavery itself could not, with any propriety, be adverted to on such occasions,

| was often surprised by observing that a close practical application of the principles of
the gospel, was not only patiently borne in the slaveholding states, but even received with
apparent cordiality.

| ascertained, after one of these meetings, that the sexton or verger was the property of
the minister. Both parties seemed pretty much at ease in their relation to each other.

51

Our journey was so much delayed by the badness of the roads, that our hopes of reaching
Charleston for the projected meeting, fell to a low ebb. Night was approaching, and we had
to cross the river by a ferry, before we could enter the town; but, late as we were in our
arrival, our object was happily accomplished. The Methodists, with the greatest goodwiill,
lent us their meeting-house, notice of our intentions was rapidly diffused through the town;
the house was well filled with whites and blacks; the meeting was solemn and refreshing;
and after all our anxieties, the travels and labours of the day were crowned with peace.

The next morning, we pursued our journey eastward by the turnpike road, on the north
bank of the Kenhawa. This river, which flows through western Virginia, and at length falls
into the Ohio, is noted for its picturesque beauty. The high wooded hills on either side,
were at this time painted with the autumnal scarlet, crimson, and orange, while the cedars
and pines were in all their greenness. The shumach, with us a garden plant, is here one
of the most common of wild shrubs, and its leaves were then of a ver-millon dye. The
weather happened to be lovely, and the atmosphere very clear, so that when the sun was
setting, the scene was gorgeous.

Salt works and coal mines abound on the banks of the Kenahwa. It is a curious
circumstance that numerous fountains of brine are found within a few yards of the river; we
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were told that they bored for it, to the amazing depth of 6, 7, or 800 feet. The salt produced
Is excellent. The Americans are wonderfully E 2 52 eager and enterprising; but alas for the
slaves, who are employed in these works!)

We arrived at nightfall at a comfortable house of entertainment, kept by a notorious hunter,
who amidst the wild mountains and forests of this neighbourhood, had succeeded in
destroying an amazing number of panthers, wolves, and bears. These animals are still
frequent in a district which, with the exception of the narrow and fertile valley through
which the river runs, defies all attempts at squatting or settling. Wild cats are also
numerous here, and the deer abound. Our landlord's stories were highly amusing. Not
long since he had killed two bears and three deer one morning before breakfast—at
another time, a panther which, from the tip of its tail to that of its nose, measured 10 feet,
10 inches. The young panthers are spotted; the old ones of a light brown. One day, when
on horseback, he was carrying a dead deer across his saddle through the forest, and
suddenly found himself surrounded by seven wolves. The foremost aggressor, on a rising
ground, was ready to make his spring; but the hunter shot him with the least possible
delay, and the others immediately fled.

In the course of the following day, we left the romantic river, and wound our way at a slow
pace into the high country—this being the course which the new turnpike takes. As we
were pursuing our journey in an uninteresting part of the road, and along-side of the forest,
we observed on our right hand a small path running up a hill, through the wood. We had
been advised to watch for it, and when found, to examine it for ourselves. We accordingly
left our 53 carriages, and after pursuing this sequestered path, on foot, not much more
than fifty yards, we found ourselves, quite unexpectedly, on the flat top of a perpendicular
rock, many hundred feet high. This was the celebrated Hawk's Nest. We laid hold for
safety on the bare boughs of a sturdy little cedar on the edge of the precipice, and willingly
gave ourselves up to the silent contemplation of one of the most magnificent prospects

to be found in North America. The New River, which afterwards, with another stream,
forms the Kenhawa, is here seen winding its course, first through a romantic dell, and
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afterwards along an open plain at the foot of a glorious chain of mountains covered with
forest, amongst which it appears at last to lose itself. The beauty of the scene was much
enhanced by the rich woods which lay immediately below the precipice, and covered most
of the plain through which the river was flowing. It was scarcely possible not to attempt to
sketch, so lovely was the scene. But this is a spot where nature may fairly be said to bid
defiance to the pencil.

Slow was our progress through Virginia, and not remarkable for many circumstances
which require to be narrated. We passed through the towns of Louisburg and Fincastle;
and in both these places, as well as many others on the road, we held our public meetings
for worship, and were treated with that civility for which Virginia is celebrated, by persons
of every class. On one occasion we diverged from the high road, in order to visit the

blue sulphur springs, an interesting spot in the midst of wild scenery. Major 54 —the

head of the establishment, summoned his neighbours and servants to our meeting, and
entertained us handsomely for the love of the gospel, free of all expence. We met with
similar treatment in Virginia and North Carolina on several occasions—an hospitality
which was the more remarkable because we were a large party; and the principles

which, as Friends, we were known to entertain on the subject of slavery, were generally
understood. We also passed by the white and sweet sulphur springs, which at this season
are deserted, but in the summer are frequented by large numbers of visitors. At the latter
establishment we lodged and held our meeting. The weather was then cold; and the
miserable manner in which the slaves were clad, excited our great commiseration. | quietly
remonstrated with their master, who bore the title of Doctor. He first assured me that the
slaves were among the happiest of human beings; but was nearer the truth, when he
afterwards observed that they were remarkably able to endure hardship. Certain it is, that
the negroes here, as elsewhere, are an easy, placid, and long-suffering race.

In the course of the journey, the high road passes over two ranges of mountains—the
Alleghany, and the Blue Ridge. These mountains do not appear to the eye quite so lofty
as the Snowdens, Helvellyns, and Ben Lomonds of Great Britain, and they are covered
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with pines and other trees to their very tops. Some of the scenes, however, which were
presented to us, as we passed over them, were of singular grandeur and beauty, and we
felt it a privilege to feast on the wild magnificence of uncultivated nature.

55

On the eastern side of these mountains, we came into the land of cotton and tobacco, and
often saw the slaves at work in the fields, looking wretched enough; poorly clad, and under
the perpetual watch of a white overseer. Much of the land, however, is extremely poor,
having been exhausted by slave labor; and large tracts of it have been deserted, and have
again become a wilderness. On the more fertile estates, the appearance of the vigorous
green tobacco plants, and of the cotton pods, now in all their whiteness, was to me at once
new and agreeable.

Slavery is uniformly accompanied by the prevalence of immorality; and it is in the slave
states of America, that crimes of the deepest dye are the most common. On asking, in
one of the little county towns through which | passed, whether there was any one in the
jail, I was told that one "gentleman" was confined there, who had been left for execution
for stabbing his friend to death. | visited this "gentleman,"” and a more miserable creature |
have seldom seen. | was sorry to find him very regardless of his awful situation. Stabbing,
alas, is a common crime in Virginia. Very soon after, in another small village, | was called
to witness a precisely similar scene.

After holding meetings in the towns of Competition and Danville, (the latter of which is
situated on the Dan river, and is a place of considerable importance,) we entered Guilford
County, in North Carolina; and after a long day's journey arrived at New Garden, a well-
known settlement of Friends, and the place where the yearly meeting of that state was
then about to be held. It was now the 3rd of the 11th month (Nov.) 56 and we were glad to
find a shelter in the humble dwelling of a Christian widow who, although poor herself, was
more than willing to make us partakers of the best that she had. Such was the termination
of our three weeks' transit from Indiana to North Carolina.
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| am, &c. &c.

LETTER VII.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 10 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

The old Friends' meeting-house at New Garden (a building remarkable for the utmost
simplicity, and not in the tightest order) is situated in the midst of the forest; but the oaks
and other timber trees around it, have room given to them to spread their branches like our
large trees in England. In the picturesque burying-ground, attached to the meeting-house,
and under the shade of one of these oaks, rest the remains of numerous British soldiers
who died of their wounds after Lord Cornwallis's victory at Guilford, in the first American
war. The meeting-house then served him for an hospital. The Friends of North Carolina
are a somewhat rustic community, and many of them are numbered among the poor of
this world; but they are warmly attached to the cause of religion and virtue, and have done
themselves great credit by instituting an excellent boarding-school, for the education of
their young people. The house is built in the woods, near the meeting-house, on a large
scale; and at the time of my visit, 98 young people, including many adults, were there
pursuing a useful course of study, under a most respectable superintendence.

58

| can hardly refrain from mentioning to thee , the name of our friend, N. H. who was

once in England, and who, at the date of my visit to New Garden, was in his 80th year
—abounding in love, eloquent in preaching and prayer, full of life and vigour bodily,
intellectual, and spiritual. He may truly be called the father of this yearly meeting, being

a man of large views and great influence over Friends and others. When in business he
was a blacksmith; but blacksmiths, and other mechanics, are gentlemen in America—an
observation which | have a right to make, as | once had my horses shod, in North Carolina,
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by a most respectable magistrate. Our aged friend, however, is truly a gentleman, both by
nature and grace.

| am not about to describe the particulars of another yearly meeting, but | may just observe
that the present occasion was fraught with solemnity and interest, the characteristic of

the assembly being, as | thought, lively Christianity in its very simplest form. Our yearly
meetings do not always confine themselves, as thou art well aware, to the mere concerns
of their own body. They often discuss public matters which affect the cause of religion or
humanity. On this occasion the Friends united in a petition to the Federal government for
the abolition of slavery; on which subject, two years afterwards, they appealed to their own
state legislature in a very forcible and spirited manner. Both these petitions, as might have
been expected, were met by a rebuff.

Resident as the Friends of North Carolina and Virginia are, in the midst of slaves and
slaveholders, 59 they are often placed in trying and difficult circumstances; and to this
condition of things it is chiefly owing, that so large a number of them have migrated to the
Western states. In the mean time they are bearing, as a Christian body, a conspicuous,
though quiet and inoffensive testimony to the eternal principles of justice in reference to
this subject. It is a well-known rule of our society throughout America, that no slaveholder
can enjoy the privilege of membership in it; thus there is one body of Christians, at least,
in America, which is of clean hands on the subject of slavery; and it may be hoped that
their example will be followed, ere very long, by other denominations.1 In the mean

time the slavery of Guilford county, and other parts of North Carolina where Friends are
settled, assumes, through their influence, a much more mitigated form than is usually to be
observed.

1 I understand that the separatists, who left the Society of Friends under the guidance of
the late Elias Hicks, and who now form a distinct religious community, maintain the same
discipline as it relates to slavery.
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Here it seems necessary for me to mention a singular circumstance, which may appear

at first sight to contradict the letter of these remarks, but which perfectly consists with

their spirit. In consequence of the almost insuperable difficulties thrown in the way of
manumission by the laws of these slave states, the Friends of two or three generations
back, who held slaves, and were desirous of emancipating them, and others of a later date
who have become slaveholders, against their own will, either by heirship or 60 bequest,
were compelled, for want of a better mode of clearing their consciences, to transfer their
slaves to the yearly meeting itself. That body has held them at a vast expense both of
money and trouble for many years—there having been at one time at least 1500 negroes
upon their hands. Practically these people were, all the time, at perfect liberty, being kindly
cared for, and treated in every respect as freemen. The bulk of them have, at length, been
transferred to the free states—a small remnant only, who were unwilling to remove, being
left under the care of their kind patrons in North Carolina.

| will take this opportunity of stating that the three yearly meetings, which | had now
attended, severally petitioned Congress (on religious grounds of course) against the
annexation of Texas to the Federal union. This was a question at that time warmly agitated
in the country. That vast and fertile region having shaken off its allegiance to Mexico,

Is settled by slaveholders; and as its population increases, there can be little doubt

that the slaveholding interest of the country will be constantly augmenting. As Texas,
when sufficiently peopled, would admit of a division into seven or eight distinct states, its
annexation to the Union could not fail to throw a vast preponderance, in Congress, into
the hands of the pro-slavery party. The South was violently for the measure; the North, as
decidedly against it. Happily for the cause of justice and humanity, all thoughts of it seem
to be now abandoned.

After the yearly meeting was concluded, | set off with my kind friend the wagoner, and our
excellent 61 horses, with a young man on horseback for our “pilot,” on a visit to a round
of meetings in Guilford and Randolph counties. Our journey, which lasted nearly a month,
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though somewhat laborious, was to me fraught with interest. The people at whose houses
we lodged, from night to night, were in the utmost simplicity in their mode of living; but their
tables were well supplied with wholesome fresh pork, corn bread, and sweet potatoes;

and the rough accommodation which often fell to our lot, was amply compensated by
unvarying kindness. One day | was fed upon an opossum, an animal common in these
parts, which grows fat at this time of the year on the luscious fruit of the persimmon tree.
Its flesh tastes like young pork, to which, however, it is inferior. The persimmon grows wild,
and abounds in this neighbourhood. Its fruit contains large black pips, which, from their
size, it is somewhat dangerous to swallow. It is very astringent, until it is almost withered in
the sun, when it becomes excessively sweet, and falls in abundance to the ground.

The lands through which we passed were very much covered, either with vast woods of
stunted oak and pine, or (in the open parts) with a coarse sedge grass, then of a dark
brown—almost the only pasture for flocks or cattle afforded by North Carolina. This
pervading grass imparted a very dreary aspect to the country; and whether the woods are
a second growth after the exhaustion produced by slave labour, or the first production of
an originally poor land, they have, in general, very little of the luxuriant beauty of the 62
forests of Ohio and Indiana. The roads through them are often rocky and precipitous.

These woods were, however, rendered interesting to me, by circumstances pertaining
both to nature and to grace. With regard to the first, | found much to admire in some of the
birds and animals. The elegant forms of the wild turkeys on the full run, were sometimes
seen gliding through the forest; and on one occasion, | observed a little herd of wild deer,
bounding about the woods within a hundred yards from us. The wolves which still inhabit
these regions, did not come within sight of us, but they, or their ancestors, yet furnish
anecdotes for the cottage fire-side. Some considerable time ago, a Friend was passing
through some of these woods, with his wife, and a large dog, in their train. He saw a wolf
in the distance, and unwisely excited his dog to follow him. The wolf turned round and
entered on a most fearful conflict both with dog and man. While they were struggling, the
man being already bitten, his wife boldly came up to the scene of action, disengaged a
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large butcher's knife from her husband's person, and quietly cut the wolf's throat,—thus
saving the lives of her two companions. With regard to birds, the woodpeckers are gay
and numerous; the Virginia nightingale, of a bright red, was also observed, and on one
occasion, | thought | heard his lively song; a very elegant long-legged bird with brown
wings and snowy tail (called here the kill-deer) was often to be noticed on the open lands,
and a small black vulture, called the Turkey 63 buzzard, was seen roosting on many a
tree, or slowly floating through the air, utterly regardless of the presence of strangers.
Here | must just remark, that although the general aspect of the country was poor, fertile
and well-cultivated spots, covered either with the ripe Indian corn of the declining year,
or the young wheat just springing up for the year to come, were to be observed in the
neighbourhood of the branches and creeks, as the Americans call the smaller streams
which water their country. Many of the farms occupied by our Friends were in good order
and tolerably productive.

With regard to matters pertaining to religion, | could not be otherwise than surprised and
delighted by the flocking together of the people to the meetings which were held, one
after another, in the midst of these woods. They seemed to emerge out of the surrounding
wilderness, as if they had been summoned by the touch of some magical wand; and on
some occasions, the numbers collected were so large, that, although it was now late in
the lith month (November), we were obliged to hold our meetings in the open air. This
circumstance, however, occasioned no material difficulty, as the weather was delightful;
and the sky without a cloud. Never did | enjoy a finer climate than in North Carolina, in the
latter part of the fall of 1837. In the evening, after the work of the day was done, | often
wandered about, enjoying the solitude of the forest, conversing in mind with my far distant
family, and contemplating the splendid beauty of the evening star, 64 which looked at least
twice as large as it does in England*

* Thou radiant star of the darkening west, Thou diadem in the train Of the sable queen
whose velvet vest, Envelopes the dewy plain.
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Gladly I hail the mellow light, That from thy centre flows, And gaze with joy on the diadem
bright Thy circling beams compose.

How steady is each pencilled ray, How calm thy vestal flame, Lent by the glorious
monarch of day, From age to age the same!

Thy lamp is hung in the heavens above, In the midst of etherial blue, Of the church
redeemed by a Saviour's love, Perpetual type and true.

When sorrow o'ershadows each temporal gem, Of man's uncertain story, The church lights
up her diadem, And travels her path to glory.

And why so clear and steady the ray, That illumines her race of duty? Because from Christ
the fountain of day, She has borrowed all her beauty.

After holding a meeting in a place called Kennet, in the midst of a wood as usual, and in

a barren district, we were invited to visit a mine of gold and copper in the neighbourhood,
there being several in this part of North Carolina, which produce both these metals. The
gold ore is first broken, then ground, in a powerful mill, to an impalpable powder; and
lastly, amalgamated with mercury. The mercury takes up the gold, and, when distilled,
leaves the precious metal as the residuum. | understand that the pursuit of gold in this
country has 65 been very far from enriching those who have been engaged in it, but the
copper ore which has only lately been. discovered, is rich and abundant, and is likely to be
worked to great advantage.

After the month's excursion which | have now described, we returned to New Garden, and
spent a day or two very agreeably at the boarding school. It was delightful to observe how
eager the young people were to be instructed, both in the book of nature, and the book of
scripture; and a plan was set on foot for the latter purpose, with the sanction of our aged
friend already described, and greatly to the delight of the scholars. Having taken our last
leave of this interesting community, we set off, with the same equipage, for the southern
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and eastern part of the state, intending afterwards to go northward into Virginia, until we
reached the city of Richmond. This also was the journey of a month. We passed through
the pleasant country towns of Hillsborough and Greensborough, where large meetings
were held; and, on our route, we visited the university of this state, at Chapel Hill. It was
the first institution of the kind that | had seen in America. It contained 140 students, and
seemed to be well-conducted under the presidency of W. Swain, late governor of the
state, a person of superior parts. About a hundred of the young people attended a meeting
appointed for me in the college, and though playful enough at first, at length listened with
much attention to a view of the internal evidences of Christianity, which | was led to unfold
to them. The gospel is the one great conservative principle in America; and nothing F

66 can be more important for her civil, as well as spiritual benefit, than the training of the
young men, in her colleges, in the knowledge and love of the Christian religion.

From Hillsborough we proceeded to Raleigh, the village-metropolis of the state. It is a very
goodlooking place, interspersed with trees, and the unfinished capitol, built of granite, in
the Doric style of architecture, is by far the handsomest building that | saw in America.

It is, in fact, magnificent enough for a nation; and quite too grand as | thought for one of
the poorest states of the Union. Times no doubt, were good with the planters of North
Carolina, when they commenced this undertaking, and when they expended a vast sum
of money in procuring a statue of Washington, which they employed Canova to execute.
But vain was their patriotic effort; after the statue had been placed in the capitol, it was
destroyed by fire, and is now a mass of unsightly stones.

| was treated with great politeness by some of the principal gentry of Raleigh; and the
meetings which were held during our visit of two days to the place, were well attended
both by them and their slaves. But my heart was sickened by the accounts which | heard,
in this neighbourhood, of the prevalence of the internal slave-trade. | was assured, on the
best authority, that two-thirds of the funds of the bank of North Carolina, were invested

in loans to the slave merchants, and that not less than a million of dollars had been
expended, the year before, in the single county of Caswell, for the purchase of negroes
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on 67 speculation. The plain fact is, that the lands of North Carolina and Virginia, have
been for so many years under a process of exhaustion by slave-labour, that this labour is
no longer a source of profit. The negroes themselves are now the only profitable article
on the estate, and to breed them for sale insensibly becomes the regular business of

the country. In defiance of the ties of home, matrimony, and kindred, they are sold to the
dealers, and afterwards transported to Alabama, Louisiana, and other states to the south,
and south west; and thus a traffic, ruinous in its own nature, and utterly disgraceful in its
moral character, becomes more and more familiar to the slave-holding public of America.

Raleigh presents an encouraging specimen of the good effect of the voluntary system

in religion. Ample accommodation is there to be found for the public worship of the
inhabitants; the Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Methodists, are all well supplied with
ministers; and all seemed to be living in Christian good fellowship with each other. But
alas, for their blindness on the topic of slavery! | ought, however, to remark, that North
Carolina once had an established religion, which was demolished, as far as regarded

its connection with the government, at the time of the revolution. It does not appear that
the void occasioned by this circumstance has been uniformly filled up by the voluntary
energy of the people. Deserted Episcopal churches, falling into decay, are to be seen here
and there; and | passed through one considerable village at least, in which there was no
provision whatever for public worship. F2

68

As we proceeded south from Raleigh, we entered by degrees on the country of the long-
leaved pines. The forest, in many parts, is completely composed of this beautiful tree, the
foliage of which is deciduous, and looks like large bunches of green hair. These trees are
tapped for turpentine, and are much disfigured, though not destroyed, by being bared of
part of their bark. The oil is perpetually dripping, and the receptacles or boxes into which
it falls, are formed in the trees themselves, near their root. A single turpentine orchard
sometimes contains 15,000 pines in this disfigured condition. The flying squirrel is an
inhabitant of these forests. | remember picking up one of them which had fallen with a
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tree, blown down in a tempest. It was stunned and injured, but with a little cherishing,
soon recovered its life and sprightliness. The large black eye of this little animal is of
singular brilliancy. The membrane which connects its fore leg with the body, serves the
purpose of a wing, as it springs from tree to tree, and its tail has much the appearance of
a feather. | afterwards brought home to England two of these lovely creatures, which are
easily kept in health, in this country, at a warm temperature. After holding meetings in the
little towns of Smithfield and Waynesboro', and visiting some sequestered settlements of
Friends on the deep and rapid Neuse river, and at a place called Contentnea, we turned
our course northward, passed over the Roanoake and Chouan rivers, and entered on
the counties of Perquimans and Pascotang, at the north-eastern extremity of the state.
This part of the country is remarkable for 69 swamps and jungles, which are still inhabited
by bears and panthers; and alligators are frequent in some of the rivers. The soil is rich;
and notwithstanding the unhealthiness of the climate, we found rather a large community
of Friends settled in the district. George Fox visited this country, through great personal
difficulties, and laid the foundation of a society here, which still maintains itself in a very
creditable manner. The forests through which we passed in this part of our journey,
presented no interesting scenery; but the holly trees covered with red berries, under the
flickering sunshine, were highly ornamental, and the sweet-scented American myrtle is
common amongst the underwood. The cypress trees in the swamps throw up their roots
to a great extent in elevated cones, which go by the name of cypress “knees,” and have
a strange appearance; and a large species of cane with long leaves is to be observed in
abundance.

A species of aloe is cultivated here, called the Bear's grass, the long spiked leaves of
which consist of tough fibres. From these the Americans manufacture the “grass rope,”
which is quite as strong as that made of hemp, and is much used in this part of the
country.
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After spending many days among our friends, inspecting their excellent school, and
holding large meetings at Elizabeth city on the coast, and many other places, we were
guided by some of our kind brethren into the south-eastern part of Virginia.

In this district the meetings of Friends are extremely reduced by emigration to the west—a
circumstance which occasioned us no surprise; for the country both morally and physically
had become a 70 waste, under the blighting influence of slavery. We heard a wretched
account of the licentiousness which almost universally prevailed among the white gentry;
—at the same time their noble demesnes, once productive of cotton, corn, and tobacco,
were now covered, to a great extent, with a miserable second growth of pines. Such is the
curse which rests upon this iniquitous system. A few days after the commencement of the
new year, we arrived in safety at Richmond, the capital of the state, a handsome city of
20,000 inhabitants. Here a flood of letters from home after long and painful abstinence,
proved a delightful reward for the labours of our long travel.

| am, &c. &c.

LETTER VIII.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 12 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

At a small village called Summerton, through which we passed on our way to Richmond,
we were kindly lodged at the house of a worthy Friend, who is known through all that part
of the country as the protector of the negroes. To him they are accustomed to appeal in
every difficulty; and the respectability and inoffensiveness of his character, make way

for his useful exertions among the slave-holders themselves. At this time he had just
succeeded in securing the freedom of 50 black people. Their late owner had emancipated
them by will, with directions to our friend, who was his executor, to send them to one of
the free states. The widow disputed the will. The executor beat her at law, just in time

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

to avoid the operation of one of the wicked statutes of the Virginian legislature, which
enacts that if slaves emancipated by will, are not sent out of the state within twelve months
after the testator's death, the bequest of liberty shall be revoked, and the poor creatures
sold by public auction. This is one specimen of the many laws of the southern states of
America, which, in order to support a system fraught with ruin and danger to the white

72 inhabitants, as well as of deep affliction to the blacks, are enacted from time to time,

in defiance of the most common principles of justice and mercy. | was told that in North
Carolina, no marriage licences are allowed to the slaves, and thus by constraint of a so-
called Christian government, no such thing as legal marriage is known amongst them.
This remark applies in substance to all the slave states; for when the connubial tie can,

at any time, be dissolved by a sale at auction, and the property of parents is not allowed
to be inherited by their children, it is obvious that marriage has no real sanction, either
civil or religious. In plain truth, the continued existence of slavery essentially depends on
the continued degradation of its victims. Bought and sold as they are like beasts, they
must needs be reduced, as far as possible, below the level of rational humanity. Train and
educate them as the possessors of intellectual souls, and their bonds must fall from them.
It is doubtless on this ground, that common school learning is strictly forbidden by the laws
of North Carolina and Virginia, (as well as of other slave states) to the children of slaves.
But it seems a refinement of cruel caution to extend these laws—as they are extended—
even to the free coloured population.

Having made these remarks, it is only fair to observe that many of the Virginians make
way for the oral religious instruction of their slaves, as well as for their attendance at public
worship. At the town of Petersburg on the Appamattox river, where we held a meeting

just before we arrived at Richmond, | was assured by a Baptist minister, that he was in

the practice 73 of thus communicating the familiar lessons of scriptural knowledge to two
thousand black people, including children.

The city of Richmond is situated on the brow of a hill, hanging over the beautiful James
river, and crowned, magnificently enough, by the capitol—an elegant building planned by
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Jefferson. The view of the city, from the hill-top, is somewhat of the same class as that of
Norwich from Mousehold, and of Rouen from Mont Catterine; except that of old churches
and cathedrals, there are none. With places of worship of modern date, the town is well
supplied; and a handsome new church stands on the site of the theatre, which some years
ago—with many of the gay citizens within its walls—was suddenly destroyed by fire. On
the First day of the week, a meeting for worship was held in the morning with Friends

and their neighbours in the old Quakers' meeting-house; another in the afternoon with

the 200 prisoners in the State Penitentiary—a prison pretty well conducted on the silent
system; and a third, in the evening, by the speaker's permission, at the capitol, which

last was largely attended by the gentry of the place. It was said that a thousand persons
returned, being unable to find room in the hall. | mention these circumstances to show,
that although the sentiments of Friends on the subject of slavery are perfectly understood,
the inhabitants of these strong-holds of the system, if prudently dealt with, are willing to
receive our ministers kindly, and to give an open reception to the preaching of the gospel,
for which repeated opportunities occurred before we left this city. In 74 the mean time

it cannot be denied that slavery and the internal slave-trade, are the curse of the place.
Terror reigns in this metropolis; and at the tolling of a bell at nightfall, all persons of a
coloured skin are compelled, at the risk of severe punishment, to leave the streets and
retreat to their homes.

Before we left the city, we attended a debate in the legislature, which was conducted

in a gentlemanlike manner. We afterwards called on the Governor, General Campbell,

to whom our views respecting the oppressed negro population were freely stated. He
received us with kindness, but bitterly complained of what he called the violence of the
Northern abolitionists. He wished to persuade us that their proceedings had operated, in
Virginia, as an effectual bar to the progress of emancipation. Certain it is, that before the
late movements in America on this subject, it was freely discussed in the legislature of the
state, and considerable hopes were entertained that measures would soon be enacted,
with a view of gradually effecting the extinction of the system. Now the doors seem to be
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effectually shut to any such views; and the local newspapers teem with the most absurd
and extravagant praises of their favourite “institution.” | am nevertheless inclined to the
belief, which was afterwards expressed to me by a distinguished British functionary in
America, that the free agitation of the subject has been the means of producing conviction
on many minds, even in the south; and that more has thus been done for the undermining
and final extinction of the system, than is generally supposed. Certainly | could form

no such judgment, 75 were | to rely on the Methodist Conference of Georgia, or on the
“Richmond Whig.” The former decreed, about this time, “that slavery as it exists in the
United States is not a moral evil;” the latter observed when | was at Richmond, that
“slavery is good in itself—calculated at once to develop the nobler faculties of the whites,
and to afford to the blacks the greatest degree of happiness of which their natures are
capable.”

During a week's journey from Richmond to Washington, we came to a considerable
settlement of Friends, at Cedar creek. One of the principal of them—a person of high
respectability—had been distributing some time before, an excellent address against
slavery, which had been issued by the yearly meeting of Philadelphia. This was an
offence, which by the law of Virginia was punishable with two years' imprisonment, and
hard labour, in the penitentiary. The case was brought before a court of justice, and our
friend was certainly in great peril. But his known respectability called forth the better
feelings of the gentlemen of the district, with many of whom he was familiar; and, greatly
to their credit, the grand jury ignored the bill. | believe that his influence and labours, in
relation to this subject, were by no means fruitless; improving sentiments respecting it
were diffusing themselves in the neighbourhood; and in our public meeting for worship,
at Cedar Creek, some close practical remarks, which were fully understood as applying
to the evils of slavery, were listened to with great respect and attention. | am indeed most
willing to acknowledge, that there is much of a generous and gentlemanlike demeanour
76 attaching to the character of the people of Virginia; and the marked politeness and
hospitality which we received at their hands will not easily be forgotten.
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It often appeared to be my duty in meetings which were attended by the gentry of this
state, to plead for “the faith once delivered to the saints,” and to dwell on the evidences
which prove that it comes from God. | was afterwards informed that this was no unsuitable
direction of the ministry, and that speculative views tending to infidelity were not
uncommon amongst them. This effect | have heard ascribed to the almost unbounded
influence of the late Thomas Jefferson, himself a Virginian. But whether the charge of
infidelity so often brought against that eminent person, had any foundation in truth, is, |
believe, a matter of considerable doubt. In the mean time, it is certain that the influence of
individuals over large communities in this land of democracy, is very much greater than it
is in England.

It was now the depth of winter, and the prevalence of snow and frost, with almost extreme
cold, seemed like a practical denial of the fact, that we were under the 38th degree only
of north latitude. Such being the case, | had little opportunity of observing the natural
productions of the country. Almost the only remarkable animals which had caught my

eye for some time past, were two live opossums which a boy on the road was carrying
suspended by their tails. They have the appearance of large guinea pigs, with small
snouts, and long grey hair. They are sullen animals, and when caught pretend to be dead.
On this occasion, 77 the deceit was of no purpose—the lad was carrying off his prize in
triumph.

We visited a place called Wainoak, where there was once a large settlement of Friends,
but where the meeting had been reduced (by emigration, the consequence of slavery)

to a state of desolation. | was interested in observing the process of rapid restoration
which was taking place on the land, from the use of shell-lime, of which immense beds
have lately been discovered. It is also a curious fact that nature, in these regions, has
her own method of restoring land without the intervention of man. The leaves of the
otherwise useless second growth of pines, which now covers the once cultivated estates,
are perpetually falling on the ground, and in some measure enrich the soil; and the trees
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themselves die in great multitudes, fall, rot, and serve the purpose of manure. The strange
consequence is, that instead of the pines, up springs a forest of oak; but this remarkable
change is only occasional.

After holding a large meeting at Fredericksburg, a considerable town, pleasantly situated
on the Rappahanock river, we took the steamer the next morning on the river Potomac,
and enjoyed a delightful voyage of 60 miles, to the city of Washington. The river is

of a magnificent breadth—the banks generally low and woody. Both the Virginia and
Maryland shores, as we were informed, had once been highly cultivated; but the blight
of slavery had now rendered them comparatively unproductive. Shad and herring are
caught in abundance in this river; the finest oysters are also found here; and, during the
cold of winter, its surface is sometimes half covered with millions of ducks. 78 We saw
considerable numbers of them, of a black and white plumage.

On the south bank of the stream, not far from the city of Alexandria, is Mount Vernon, a
lofty wooded bluff, on which stands the elegant but simple villa where General Washington
lived, died, and was buried. We had no opportunity of visiting this interesting spot; but as
we passed by it, we could not but pay a cordial mental tribute to the genius, as well as
political and private virtue of that most extraordinary person. To think of his having been
both a soldier and a slaveholder, was indeed a subject of deep regret. But we nevertheless
knew that he was a man of prayer, and his qualities of mind were peculiarly calculated to
obtain for him the warm affections of America, and the respect of the world. | was a good
deal interested afterwards in examining a copy of his pecuniary accounts, in his capacity
of Commander-in-chief. They were written in his own bold, clear hand, and displayed an
astonishing accuracy of detail—perhaps | might say a scrupulous kind of honesty. The
union of this minute care with the most comprehensive opinions and designs, constitutes
a singular feature in his character. He is generally regarded as having been the most
religious of all the American Presidents.
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The aspect of the city of Washington under the bright sunlight of a winter afternoon, as we
glided over the vast sheet of water, (into which the river here dilates) partook rather largely
of the sublime and beautiful. The capitol which stands on a considerable elevation, and is
built of white stone, was 79 the most conspicuous object in the scene. It is the restoration
of the building to which the British army so wantonly set fire in the last American war; and
might be considered exceedingly handsome, were it not for its leaden, heavy dome, which
Is sadly out of proportion, and mars the beauty of the edifice. We landed at the wharf at
nightfall on the 17th of 1st month, (Jan.) 1838, and found very comfortable accommodation
at Brown's hotel. There our company was soon joined by some of our kind friends from
Baltimore and Philadelphia.

On this occasion we spent four days at Washington, ending with the first of the week;
except that on one day we were occupied in visiting our friends, and holding a religious
meeting, in the neighbouring city of Alexandria. In a commercial point of view the two
places may be described as rivals, neutralizing each other's prosperity. Neither of them
can be said to flourish as places of trade; and Washington particularly, derives its main
support from its being the seat of government. The district of Columbia in which it is
placed, is only ten miles square. Every one knows that slavery exists in it, and that the
city itself is a notorious slave mart. With the exception of the territory of Florida, these
ten square miles form the only area on which the Federal government, according to its
present constitution, has the power to abolish slavery. Its competency for this purpose
—considered on the ground of equity—has indeed been denied by a solemn vote of the
senate; but there can be no doubt that this decision was the effect of southern influence.
That Congress has the right, both legal and moral, to 80 effect this object—and further,
that it is bound to do so by obligations of the most sacred nature—seems to be the
conclusion of every unprejudiced by-stander, who calmly inquires into the subject.

The notion which | used to derive from the stories of English travellers in America,
respecting the grass growing in the streets of Washington, is not altogether untrue, as
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it relates to the cross streets which run into the country, and are not much frequented.
The fact is, that the situation of this city precludes the probability of its ever becoming a
large or thriving metropolis; the present population is only 22,000. But the main street,
which is upwards of a mile in length, is very handsome and imposing. At one extremity
stands the magnificent capitol, with its rows of Corinthian pillars. Near the other end are
the public offices of government, and beyond them the commodious but unpretending
“White House”—the official residence of the president, and the only palace in democratic
America. The hill on which the capitol stands is well laid out as a pleasure ground, and in
the green seasons of the year, is striking for its resplendent verdure. An extensive flight
of stone steps encompassing a fountain of cold pure water, leads into the great rotundo,
which is adorned with pictures representing some of the most interesting scenes of the
American revolution. On one side of this rotundo, is the hall of representatives, and on the
other the senate chamber—both of a semicircular form, and handsomely fitted up; each
member being provided with a station, chair, and desk, for his own particular use. The hall
81 of representatives is distinguished by a fine row of pillars; and is altogether much more
aristocratical in its appearance than our own house of Commons. But as a place to speak
in, and hear in, it is if possible worse than St. Stephen's.

n. lecture

On the morning after our arrival we went up in good time to the capitol, and were
introduced to several of the senators, particularly to Col. Preston, from South Carolina,

a gentleman of remarkable urbanity of manners, and endued with what may justly be
described as the silver tongue of eloquence. | also enjoyed a short interview with Daniel
Webster, a stout person, of manly appearance, whose intellectual powers are, | presume,
superior to those of the generality of public men on either side of the water. His forehead
Is of remarkable prominence and breadth, his eye penetrating; and the little which | heard
of his public speaking was strong, clear, and fluent. With Henry Clay, of Kentucky, we
conversed for some time in private. He is the Brougham of America, as it relates to his
ready wit, and powers of fervid declamatory argument; but is doubtless his inferior in
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literary and scientific attainment. His figure is tall and slender, and there is an expression
of humour and benevolence in his countenance, which, in connection with his marked
politeness, is very winning. He expressed kind feelings and good principles on the subject
of slavery, as well as on that of the wrongs of the Aborigines. But he complained bitterly of
the abolition movement, and was evidently, like other slave-holders, under the influence of
some very strong prejudices. G

82

In the evening we spent a very agreeable hour with John Quincy Adams, once the
President of the United States, and almost the only anti-slavery advocate in Congress
—though, on several points, himself differing from the abolitionists. He is now 76 years
old, yet full of mental vigour and animation, and probably more fraught with learning

and information than any other man in America. He received us with great kindness

and cordiality. On a subsequent morning, at the early hour of nine o'clock, we were
introduced to Martin Van Buren, the president,—a gentleman of the utmost affability and
ease of manner, with much of acuteness, and | think benevolence also, marked on his
countenance. During our short interview, the subjects of our conversation were the claims
of the native Indian tribes, and the African slave-trade, on both which topics he spoke with
a good deal of fairness. It was my endeavour to impress on the mind of the president, the
vast importance of the cordial co-operation of America with the European powers, in the
suppression of the slave-trade, on the perfectly reasonable principle of a mutual right of
search —a principle which surely ought not to offend the pride of any one nation. But the
Americans are a community of kings—every man his own ruler—and they shrink from

the very notion of indignity. Thus | fear they are but too likely to persist in sacrificing the
interests of humanity to what is falsely regarded as national honour.

The principal object which | now had in view in visiting Washington, was the holding of a
meeting for worship with the officers of government, 83 and members of Congress. My
mind was attracted towards these public men, under a feeling of religious interest; and
far beyond my expectation, did my way open for accomplishing the purpose. Colonel
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Polk, the speaker of the representative assembly, granted me the use of the legislative
hall; the chaplain of the house (a respectable Wesleyan minister) kindly surrendered

his accustomed service for our accommodation. Public invitation was given in the
newspapers; and when we entered the hall on the following First day morning, we found

it crowded with the members of Congress, their ladies, and many other persons. The
president and other officers of the government were also of the company. Undoubtedly

it was a highly respectable and intellectual audience; and | need scarcely tell thee that

it was to me a serious and critical, occasion. One of my friends sat down with me in the
speaker's rostrum; a feeling of calmness was graciously bestowed upon us; and a silent
solemnity overspread the whole meeting. After a short time, my own mind became deeply
impressed with the words of our blessed Redeemer, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
Speaking from this text, | was led to describe the main features of orthodox Christianity; to
declare that these doctrines had been faithfully held by the society of Friends, from their
first rise to the present day; to dwell on the evidences, both historical and internal, which
form the credentials of the gospel, considered as a message to mankind from the king of
heaven and earth; to urge the claims of that message on the world at large, on America in
particular—a G 2 84 country so remarkably blessed by Divine Providence—and above all,
on her statesmen and legislators; to advise the devotional duties of the closet, as a guard
against the dangers and temptations of politics; to dwell on the peaceable government of
Christ by his Spirit; and finally, to insist on the perfect law of righteousness, as applying to
nations as well as individuals—to the whole of the affairs of men, both private and public.
A solemn silence again prevailed at the close of the meeting; and, after it was concluded,
we received the warm greetings of Henry Clay, John Quincy Adams, and many other
members, of whom we took our leave in the flowing of mutual kindness. Thus was | set
free from the heavy burden which had been pressing upon me. In the evening, we met a
large assembly at the Methodist chapel at Georgetown, a populous place almost adjoining
Washington; and the next morning pursued our journey to a small settlement of humble
Friends, in the state of Maryland.
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| am, &c. &c.

LETTER IX.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 25 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

The circuitous route from Washington to Baltimore, which we took on this occasion,
presented but few objects of interest. The country appeared very poor—exhausted, in
many parts by slave labour—and clad in the brown livery of an American winter; but

the weariness of our route was well compensated by our approach to Baltimore itself,
under the bright light of the setting sun. The view of the city, with the Patapsco river on
which it stands, and the great bay of Chesapeak, into which that river runs, was beautiful
and animating; and being much at ease in my own mind, after our engagements at
Washington, | took no small pleasure in the contemplation of the scene. The commodious
home which | there found at the house of a beloved friend, at once opulent and generous,
presented a singular contrast to the rough, though equally hospitable accommodations
which | bad met with among the woods of Indiana and Carolina. The city of Baltimore,
which is said to contain 100,000 inhabitants, is well built, handsome, and cleanly. It stands
on the brow of a gentle hill, and the upper part of it is 86 adorned by a large Roman
Catholic cathedral (for this state was originally settled by Catholics) and by a lofty pillar

of no common beauty, on the top of which stands a statue of Washington. The places

of public worship throughout the town are large; the Methodists abound here both white
and black; and the voluntary system in religion seems to be working remarkably well. On
the First day of the week after our arrival, the Friends' meeting was largely attended in
the morning; we had 2000 people, as was supposed, at a Methodist meeting-house, in
the afternoon; and nearly 3000 in the evening at the Baptist chapel. On another evening
a crowded meeting took place with the black people, in a Methodist meeting-house
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appropriated to themselves. They received our gospel message with extreme cordiality,
and we found no small difficulty in restraining their audible responses.

Afterwards we visited the jail and the penitentiary—the former in a very bad condition,
without any provision whatsoever for the moral reformation of the prisoners, and with
scarcely any classification. The latter appeared to be well conducted on the silent system.
The prisoners work in companies, and during the religious meeting which we held with
them, conducted themselves with great propriety.

Baltimore may truly be said to be distinguished by polite hospitality, and is somewhat
remarkable for its luxuries. The terrapins, a species of land tortoise, found on the coasts

of the Chesapeak, are a common delicacy at the tables of the gentry; so are the canvass-
back-ducks, which are said to derive their fine 87 flavour from the wild celery which grows
in the Chesapeak, and which is fetched up for them from the bottom of the river by certain
inferior ducks, which they employ as their servants. The finest oysters abound. | was
informed that racoon hunting is still common in this neighbourhood. The hunters go out at
night and cut down the trees on which the animals are detected, their dogs being of course
ready for the prey. The flesh of the racoon is eaten, and its fur is valuable.

Although Maryland is a slave state, yet the influence of the system on society in general
is much limited by the small proportion of slaves, as compared with those of the more
sonthern states. If, however, the question be asked by what means this proportion has
been lessened, | fear we must answer, Not by the liberal hand of the emancipator, but by
the perpetual trafficking of the slave merchant, who buys up these children of bondage,
(too often without any regard to the nearest family ties) then consigns them to one of

the negro jails, and finally transports them to the far distant regions of the south, where
their labour is valuable. There are two of these jails in Baltimore, one of which | visited
on a subsequent occasion. It was indeed a most painful visit. The wretched inmates,
though properly fed and clad, loudly lamented their condition; and one young man eagerly
assured me that he was free and had been kidnapped. | seized a private opportunity of
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taking down his name, residence, etc.; but we were too closely watched by a malignant-
looking keeper to find any opportunity 88 of satisfactory communication with these afflicted
beings. This jail is in the open street, and the whole affair is carried on without the least
attempt at privacy or apparent sense of shame. This miserable traffic, and the slavery with
which it is connected, is the blot of Maryland; but as there is a large preponderance of free
people, and a gradual diffusion amongst them of just sentiments, we may entertain the
hope, that, before very long, it will be finally erased.

In the mean time, the legislature of this state, which meets at Annapolis, has been passing
the most stringent laws in order to retard—and, if possible, for ever to prevent—the coming
of the day of liberty. Well might Jefferson say, “I tremble for my country when | remember
that God is just.”

A journey of six hours by the railroad (except that we crossed the beautiful Susquehanna
in a steam-boat) brought me back to Philadelphia, on the 2nd of the 2nd month, (February)
1838. A multitude of persons, thronging three or four long and commodious cars, were

our fellow-passengers. The Americans are indeed a moving people, and principal ralil
routes frequently present crowded with which those in England can by no means vie. The
distance between the two cities is about 100 miles, and one circumstance on the journey is
well calculated to interest a stranger. It is the conspicuousness of the line, though without
any natural division, which separates the slave-wrought lands of Maryland from the free
territory of Pennsylvania. The sudden transit from inferior to superior cultivation, and from
impoverished 89 soil to fertility, is extremely striking—especially at the more advanced
seasons of the year—and certainly it speaks volumes for the instruction of statesmen,

in proof of the utter impolicy of slavery. One can hardly imagine on what grounds this
perpetual visible evidence can be long resisted.

The quiet, pleasant home which had been so generously offered me at Philadelphia on
my first arrival in America, now became my peaceful shelter for upwards of three months.
It would be totally irrelevant to the plan of these letters, were | to detail the religious
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engagements which closely occupied each passing day during this period. | will however
give thee a very general sketch of them.

Philadelphia having been originally settled by Friends, the influence of our Society in that
city has always, been considerable, and may perhaps have been one cause of the quiet,
orderly habits for which the more respectable classes of its inhabitants have been so long
remarkable. Before the Hicksite division, Friends formed a considerable proportion of

the population which was then much less numerous than it is at present. There are still
upwards of 3000 members, who compose four large meetings in the Northern, Middle,
Western, and Southern districts of the town. During the early spring of 1838 all the Friends
united in holding an evening meeting, every First day, in the large central meeting-house
in Arch Street. These several meetings were of course frequently attended, and the

joint evening assemblies which were much thronged, not only by our own people, but by
strangers, afforded ample scope for 90 the work to which | believed myself to be called—
the plain preaching of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, in all its parts. Public meetings
were also occasionally held, to which the citizens who had no connexion with Friends
were specially invited. But the livelong hours of each succeeding day were occupied by
domiciliary religious visits to the families of Friends. Thou art well aware of the nature of
this engagement. It is, as thou knowest, an arduous service; but | apprehend that it is a
means of no inconsiderable good to our religious society—it brings home the truth to the
private and intimate fire-side. | will just add that, with us, it is peculiarly a work of faith;

for we generally enter the families total strangers to their circumstances and individual
characters; we then sit down in silence with them, and express only what we believe at
the time to be given to us to say. This at least is our principle; in accordance with our well-
known views of the spiritual nature of the ministry of the gospel of Christ. Upwards of 500
families were thus visited during my stay in the “city of brotherly love.”

Although | was thus closely occupied, | availed myself of occasional hours of leisure in
visiting several of the public institutions; and daily opportunities occurred, in the course of
my rounds, of admiring the beauties of the city or immediate neighbourhood. Philadelphia
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occupies a space of two miles square (not fully built over in all its parts) between the rivers
Delaware and Schuylkill. This space is subdivided into squares by a long series of streets,
which cross at right angles. A few of these squares are still left 91 open, according to
William Penn's original design, and are adorned with grass lawns, gravel walks, and a rich
variety of American forest timber. Had this plan been maintained throughout Philadelphia,
it would assuredly have presented as lovely a scene as any city in the world; and even
now it has few rivals. Many of the principal streets are lined with rows of trees, and

the broad side-pavement of brick, forms a pleasant sheltered walk in warm weather.

Arch street and Chesnut Street are distinguished for their beauty in these respects;

and the houses, though generally built with red brick, are (in those streets particularly)

of a remarkably neat and handsome appearance. Several of the public buildings are

also ornamental to the town, especially the mint, the Bank of the United States, and the
meeting-houses of various denominations.

The city is admirably supplied with water from the Fairmount water works on the Schnylkill
river. The water is carried by forcing pumps into an extensive reservoir at the top of a
picturesque acclivity, composed of primitive gneiss. A pleasure ground, with various
accommodations, the works. It is a scene of real beauty, and is the constant resort

of persons who are in search of amusement, air, and exercise. | cannot wonder that
Philadelphia is so much beloved and admired by its own inhabitants. Often did it remind
me of the old monkish rhymes which were written in good old times, in praise of our own
city of Norwich.

Urbs speciosa situ, nitidis pulcherrima tectis, Grata peregrinis, deliciosa suis.
92

Perhaps, however, the speciosa situ would by some persons be scarcely considered
applicable to a city built, as Philadelphia is, on a perfectly level plain.
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| have heard it observed that the spring creeps in England, but leaps in America. During
the earlier part of my stay in the city, the mighty Delaware was filled with large masses of
ice; and it was only by the singular contrivance of an ice-boat, edged with a sharp iron,
and impelled by steam, that we could gradually cut our way across to the Jersey shore.

At the same season, the sleighs were gliding rapidly through the streets, the needful
notice of their approach being given by the bells on the horses. But in the course of the 4th
month (April) the traces of winter had disappeared, the verdure became beautiful, and the
avenues and wooded squares burst into beauty.

The tranquillity of Philadelphia, especially in winter, is often interrupted by alarms of

fire, and the rattling of the fire-engines through the streets—accompanied by the eager
vociferation of idle people on the full run. This was a circumstance of frequent occurrence
by night and by day, and serious fires sometimes took place; but, generally speaking, the
alarms seemed to be little more than the sport of the young men, who are associated, in
large numbers, in the fire companies. The practice is no small nuisance both to the quiet
citizens themselves, and to the strangers who happen to be visiting there.

It would probably be difficult to find, in any city, markets more abundantly supplied with

a vast variety of provision than those of Philadelphia. They are held in buildings of great
length, under cover, which 93 run along the centre of some of the streets—the largest in
Market street, which divides the northern from the southern districts of the town. Often did
| walk through this market, partly for the sake of its shelter in rough weather, and partly
in order to observe its ever-varied contents. As the spring advanced, | here remarked the
rock fish, which is caught in the river in great abundance, much resembling the English
carp in shape, but growing to a larger size, and beautifully striped. It is a great delicacy
at table; but the favourite fish of Philadelphia is the shad which comes up the Delaware
in vast multitudes in the 4th month (April) and is caught in large nets or seins constructed
for the purpose. The flesh of this fish is very rich and nutritious; it looks like a thick bream
, varying from two to six pounds in weight; and forms for many weeks an important and
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general article of diet. About the same time wagon loads of the passenger pigeons were
brought into Philadelphia and were seen in heaps in the market. The pink breasts and
illuminated necks of the old male birds are very beautiful. | also observed clusters of
waxen chatterers , the large grey robins of America, with breasts of a bright purplish pink,
and meadow larks , bigger than our fieldfares, spotted with black above, and of a bright
yellow below—all brought in for food. The country districts are in this way much despoiled
of some of their choicest ornaments. Venison from the wild districts of Pennsylvania is
sometimes seen in great abundance. The beef is excellent and plentiful; the mutton, once
so inferior, is now 94 much improving; and, as the year advances, the show of fruits and
vegetables bespeaks the plentifulness of the land. The most tempting and beautiful part of
this display, is the vast supply of delicious peaches, in the latter part of the summer, from
the fields of New Jersey.

The museums of Philadelphia are well worthy of attention. In one of them, which is well
furnished with the treasures of natural history, | was much interested in examining the
almost perfect skeleton Of the mammoth, Mastedon giganteum. It was discovered several
years ago in a marl pit, in the state of New York; the skeleton of an elephant which

stands by its side is much less than half its size, and might easily be mistaken for one

of its young. On my return to Philadelphia in 1839. | had the opportunity of inspecting

the magnificent Chinese collection made by one of the wealthiest and most respectable
citizens, who had long been resident at Canton. It occupies the whole of a vast apartment
in the new museum. Its owner, Nathan Dunn, politely showed me the treasures which he
had collected. They consist of the paintings, manufactures, and natural productions of

the country. But the most striking feature of the collection is a lively representation of the
costumes and habits of the people, in a succession of shops and rooms of different kinds,
fitted up a Chinoise, and supplied with appropriate figures, admirably made in clay under
the direction of our friend Dunn, while he continued in China. They are (if my memory
serves me right) the work of native artists. As one paces 95 along through this department
of the Philadelphian Museum, it is no difficult matter to imagine oneself in China.
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In the other public institutions of Philadelphia, there is much to be found of an instructive
and interesting nature. | will now make brief mention of some of them, which | had

the opportunity of visiting before | left the city. The institution for the deaf and dumb

Is admirably conducted; and highly entertaining was the examination of the pupils, of
which | was a witness. | know not whether | was the more amused by the nice skill and
tact of the teachers, or by the acute yet curious answers of the young people who were
guestioned on the occasion. In the course of one of our walks | had much pleasure in
visiting the house of refuge for young criminals, boys and girls, about 160 in number. |
found them eating a wholesome supper of mush (or Indian corn) and molasses. They

are well instructed, and each child has a comfortable solitary sleeping cell. The children
displayed much tenderness of feeling in a meeting that was held with them, and | could
not but conclude that this was truly a place of reformation. Equally was | interested with
the shelter for coloured orphans , where these helpless ones are well fed, clothed, housed,
and instructed. | afterwards saw a counterpart of this institution, equally well conducted,

at New York, both chiefly under the care of Friends. Another asylum in Philadelphia is
occupied by fifty poor widowed ladies who seemed to be supplied with every comfort;
many of them were under deep religious impressions. | saw several of the schools; 96
some confined to the children of Friends, others for the public; and all conducted, as far as
| could judge, in a manner likely to insure a useful education. | think, however, that more of
scriptural instruction might be given in the public schools with great advantage.

The Philadelphia hospital is richly endowed, and is under excellent management. One
half of it is at present given up to the insane, but the governors have lately erected a large
new building for a lunatic asylum, on an excellent site, which they have purchased in the
country. This building is admirably suited to the purpose. The Friends' asylum for the
insane, at Frankfort, near Philadelphia, is conducted on the same wholesome principles
as the York retreat. There is a society among the patients for the promotion of literary and
intellectual improvement, which has a decided tendency both to arouse and rectify the
latent and morbid faculties of the mind.
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The almshouse, about a mile from the city, which answers in character, though by

no means in style, to an English poor-house, contained, when | visited it, about 2000
iInmates—the sick, the insane, the fatuitous, the impotent, and the destitute. Here there

is an ample refuge for extreme poverty, under any of its forms, even for the wandering
stranger from England or Ireland. All are well lodged and fed. The institution is under able
superintendence and management; and the attendance at the meeting which we held
there was large and satisfactory. But | confess that it appeared to me too much like the
palace of the poor; and | felt alarmed at this decisive planting 97 of pauperism in the land
of independence. It is impossible to calculate to what a head it may come, in the course
of years. The seeds of the same system are now sown in almost every part of the union,
but where the expenses of these institutions are defrayed (as | understand to be the case
in Massachusetts) by the labour of the inmates, the danger of the plan is of course greatly
lessened.

But | have yet to mention by far the most important public institution to be found in
Philadelphia. | mean the celebrated eastern penitentiary, in which the separate system
of prison discipline was admirably conducted, when | visited it, by our worthy friend
Samuel Woods. It generally contains about 400 convicts, each of whom is provided with
a small cell, or rather apartment, to himself, in which he pursues the work most adapted
to his capacities, and is furnished with a Bible, and often with other books. The cells on
the ground floor are small, but they are furnished with a little piece of ground behind
them in the open air, which the prisoner is encouraged to cultivate. The cells upstairs,
which offer no such privilege, are in themselves more roomy and agreeable; and it does
not appear that the prisoners on the floor enjoy better health than those in the upper
stories. The prison consists of eight large corridors, which meet in a central hall—the
Governor's residence being separate from the rest of the building. When a prisoner is
brought into this institution, he is in the first place washed and suitably dressed in a place
near the porter's lodge. He is then blindfolded, and led H 98 by one of the keepers to the
apartment which he is doomed to occupy, as a solitary inmate, for months, or for years.
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This process, which prevents his having the least notion of the location of his cell, and
which imparts a dreadful mystery to his circumstances, is generally found to have a most
humbling and overpowering effect even on the stoutest criminal. The prisoners are well
fed, and their solitude is often interrupted by the visits of their jailors, who bring them
their food, materials for their work, &c.; and the “moral instructor,” a lay religious teacher,
who seemed to me to be a man of good sense and piety, is constantly going his rounds
from cell to cell. But the chief circumstance which renders this long solitude bearable,

Is constant employment; nor can any more cogent punishment be inflicted on an unruly
prisoner than the withdrawal of his work. Religious service is generally performed on the
First day of the week, either by the moral instructor, or by some benevolent volunteer.
But | am not sure whether this is constantly the case. On my first visit, religious worship
took place, after the manner of Friends, in two of the corridors successively. The doors of
the cells were then thrown open, that the prisoners might hear the words of the preacher,
which is the usual arrangement on such occasions. An awful silence reigns through

the whole prison; and the solemnity which we felt when we were thus engaged, with

a congregation which we could not see, is not easily to be expressed. | believe it to

be impossible so to construct a prison on this system, as absolutely to prevent the 99
possibility of communication between prisoner and prisoner. Nevertheless the experiment
of solitude may here be said to be very fairly tried.

| am unable to come to a satisfactory conclusion, whether it answers its purpose or not.
The proportion of returns to this prison, which is generally considered to be the best test,
Is certainly considerable; but this fact is said to be accounted for by some of the peculiar
circumstances of Pennsylvania, especially its immediate vicinity to the slave states. On a
subsequent occasion, | was kindly allowed to spend a morning in going from cell to cell,
just as | pleased. Some of the criminals, who had been before in Sing Sing, or Auburn,
where they work in silent companies, positively assured me that the system under which
they were now placed, was the more comfortable, and had the better effect on their minds
and tempers. In the course of my rounds | met with the deep sufferer, the hard inveterate
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criminal, the noisy hypocrite, and, | believe, the true penitent. Many persons among them
seemed, in some measure, civilized by the process; others appeared to care for no man;
and one of the prisoners, whose expression was peculiarly unfavourable, assured me, in
answer to my private questioning, that his solitude made him worse and worse—that even
thieves, when together, thought it creditable to put the best leg forward, as he had once
done; but that now he surrendered himself to his iniquity, and his soul was always feeding
on garbage. | have no reason to suppose that this was a common case. On the whole | am
inclined to believe that when under the most kind and religious care, this H 2 100 system
tends to reformation more than any other. But let the Christian visitor neglect his calls of
charity, or the superintending magistrates their frequent and unexpected visits to the cells;
or let the governor on the spot become hardened by his office, or soured in temper, and no
one can answer for the consequences. Favourably as matters now stand, in this institution,
occasional instances occur of insanity—chiefly, | believe, among the blacks. There is a
possibility, in the system, under less happy circumstances, either of dangerous neglect,

or of the exercise of private cruelty, which renders it, in my opinion, almost too dangerous
an experiment; and | cannot say that | hail the probability of its introduction into our own
country. The females in this prison occupy a distinct gallery, and are under the kind notice
of a committee of ladies. Heartily do | hope that these pious visitors will persevere in their
praise-worthy, voluntary exertions; for if these should be withdrawn, the objects of their
care will be left in a condition of painful destitution, as it regards an effective moral and
religious influence.

The “Moyamensing prison,” or jail, in another part of Philadelphia, where we also held
meetings, seemed to be well conducted on the same system. | was glad to observe that
several intelligent and influential gentlemen were taking a lively interest in its welfare.

During my stay in Philadelphia, several circumstances transpired of a public nature, which
were by no means calculated to impress me favourably on the subject of democratic
institutions, though | am well 101 aware that those of America are not without their great
advantages. One of these was the want of public virtue manifested in Congress, on the
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occasion of the fatal duel between Graves and Cilley. These combatants fought with rifles,
fired repeatedly, and drew ten paces nearer to each other (as | was informed) at each fire,
until poor Cilley, the father of four little children, fell and died. This murderous affair was
suffered to pass with impunity; the murmurs in Congress, on the subject, soon died away,
and the members attended the funeral of Cilley, who was of course just as guilty as his
antagonist, with every mark of respect. It seemed to me that this was partly the result of
the general notion, that every citizen of the state is left at almost unlimited liberty to do as
he pleases.

Another circumstance which produced a similar impression, was the combination of

a large company, called the “pre-emption company,” to deprive the Indians of the

Seneca nation, in New York, of their reserved lands; and under the pretext of a false and
surreptitious treaty with some of their chiefs, to drive them into the western wilderness.
Some of our Friends in Philadelphia have long been zealously engaged in the endeavour
to stave off this act of unrighteousness by personal applications to the officers of state, and
other influential persons at Washington; but the corruption of numbers , who were set upon
seizing the property of their neighbours, has prevailed over the simple dictates of justice;
and thus this shameless treaty has, at length, been ratified.

A third circumstance alluded to, was that change 102 in the constitution of Pennsylvania,
which | mentioned in a former letter, and which had at this time been just carried, en
masse , by the votes of a majority of the people. | have already noticed the reduction of
the judicial office, by this change, to a state of entire dependence on the government

and legislature of the day; and the introduction of that single word “white,” by which the
whole coloured population, 40,000 in number, were at once deprived of their citizenship.
This affecting act of degradation was received by that people with deep sorrow, which
happened to come in some degree under my own observation. | was told, that a white boy
was observed seizing the marbles of a coloured boy in one of the streets, with the words, “
you have no rights now. ” The latter submitted in silence. The number of coloured persons,
in the Eastern penitentiary, forms a considerably larger proportion as compared with the
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white criminals, than the whole coloured population of Philadelphia bears to the other
inhabitants. This fact is accounted for, partly by the frequent access into Pennsylvania of
runaway slaves from Maryland, Delaware, &c., and partly by the greater readiness of the
magistrates to commit, and of juries to convict, the coloured people; but who is not aware
that the more any class of men is held and treated as degenerate, the more prone they will
be to acts of immorality and fraud?

Shortly after this visit to Philadelphia, an event occurred which perfectly corresponded,

in its nature and principle with the circumstances already mentioned; but was of a more
frightful and violent 103 character—I mean the conflagration of the Pennsylvania hall, at
the time of the anti-slavery convention, and after the assembly had been compelled to
leave the room by violent and abusive conduct. The work of destruction was effected by
an uncontrolled and incontrollable assemblage of the people, including many persons
dressed like gentlemen. True, indeed, it is, that no small provocatives to popular fury
were administered on the occasion, by the imprudence of some zealous individuals; but
nothing of course could, in the least degree, justify this most lawless attack not only on the
personal safety, but on the undoubted civil rights, of a respectable part of the community.
Nevertheless this tremendous outrage was permitted to pass over with perfect impunity.
The ruins of the hall still present to the view of the stranger a most significant memento,
that there is no tyranny so bad as that of a mob—no government so dangerous, as that of
a self-willed, self-regulated, and licentious populace.

If then, | am asked, what is the conservative principle which can alone hold together the
elements of civil society, even in orderly Philadelphia, (as it has always hitherto been
called) | do not hesitate to answer,—Christianity; and this, as | believe, will do it. When |
call to remembrance the attention which is paid to religion in this metropolis, by the bulk
of its inhabitants; the large and numerous churches and meeting-houses, and the ample
supply of religious instruction, which have there sprung up without any aid on the part of
the government; the pouring forth of multitudes of respectable people to and from their
104 places of worship, which | have often witnessed; the orderly keeping of the sabbath
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—a point in which Philadelphia appeared to me to be on a par with Edinburgh; above all,
when | think of the large number of individuals, in that city, of sterling integrity and decided
piety, with whom | am myself acquainted—I cannot but rest in a peaceful persuasion, that
the cause of order, justice, and truth will still be maintained in these parts. The city will be
preserved, not because of the wisdom of human legislation, or of any peculiar, political, or
local advantage; but because of the blessing of divine providence on the “salt of the earth.”

| am, &c. &c.

LETTER X.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 16 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

| was now becoming more and more acquainted with some of the distinguishing traits of
American character, and there are a few points in it, to which it may not be improper just
to allude. The first is a remarkable sensitiveness as to the opinions of others, a sort of
punctilious deference to the verdicts of the community among whom one may happen to
dwell. This feeling often engenders an extreme caution about little matters, which imposes
shackles strange to the habits of Englishmen. Nor is this state of things diminished by

the freedom with which the character and conduct of individuals are made the subject of
common conversation. The tongue is a little member, but not easily controlled; especially,
perhaps, in a perfectly democratic society: and without any intention to falsify, the warm
imagination of the Americans is often found to clothe an original simple story in a new and
unnatural dress. | am of the judgment, that the powers of the imagination are somewhat
more predominant among them, than the cool, rigid processes of intellect; and probably

it is on this account that their public oratory is often diffuse and flowery. It is not unusual,
in this country, 106 to run down the poetry of America; but there is much in the works of
Bryant and some other authors, which ought to redeem its character; and a pretty, second-
rate poetry is much more frequent among young persons of both sexes in America,
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than it is in England. The more severe and elaborate culture of the mind, and the higher
attainments, even in matters of accomplishment, are still generally wanting.

But in the qualities of the heart, | found far more to like and to love in America, than | had
ventured to anticipate. Friendship glows in Philadelphia, in New York, in New England,
with a peculiar ardour. The degree of phlegm to which we are accustomed in our own
country, is seldom met with; and from grateful and multiplied experience, | am able to
testify, (and | do it with the utmost willingness) that the main characteristic of American
society is cordiality.

The natural tendency of universal personal independence to weaken the social ties,

Is powerfully counteracted, among the Americans, by the warmth and fidelity of their
affections. The tendency in question is indeed often perceptible; and yet | know of no more
attached husbands, wives, parents, children, &c. than are to be found in America.

Before | left the city, | had the opportunity of attending the yearly meeting of Friends. The
assembly was very large, and the affairs of the church were conducted in it with the utmost
propriety and order. | remember that | found, on that occasion, an excellent opportunity

of fully expressing my views on the subject of slavery, stating the results of my own
observation. The points on which | thought it right 107 to dwell, were first, the turning of a
fruitful land into barrenness; secondly, the immense prevalence of immorality in connection
with the system; thirdly, the iniquitous laws against the education of the blacks; and
fourthly, the extent and cruelty of the internal traffic. But few of the friends of Philadelphia
had connected themselves with the late public abolition movements—a remark which
equally applies to those of New York. But they are not, on that account, to be regarded

as indifferent to the cause. They think it best to pursue the object in connexion with their
own society, and in their own way; being fearful of acting, in this matter, on any thing short
of direct religious principle. My own hope is, that Americans of every denomination will
become increasingly united, on this ground , in their endeavours to obtain the abolition of
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slavery; and then, if their proceedings are conducted in a truly Christian spirit, they will not
fail to be blessed with ultimate, perhaps with speedy and unlooked-for success.

In the course of this yearly meeting, | paid a visit, in the capacity of a minister, to

the assembly of sisters, about 1500 in number. Rightly were they engaged in quietly
discussing and settling those affairs in our society, which appertain to the female sex,

and thus came within their own province. A more beautiful scene of order and neatness

| never beheld. | have no doubt, that we derive great advantage from our thus bringing
women into the occupation of their right place in the church; and thou art well aware, that
we lay no bonds upon them in reference to the ministry. It is our principle, 108 that all
persons, of both sexes, who are called of God into the work, and qualified by his Spirit

for its performance, are at liberty to engage in it in our public assemblies. But this view by
no means embraces the practice which was, at this time, becoming prevalent in America,
of the public lecturing by females in the anti-slavery and other philanthropic causes. An
exhibition of this kind was one of the provocatives offered to a touchy public at the anti-
slavery convention mentioned in my former letter. It was connected with a new-fangled
notion, that women have in all respects equal civil and political rights with the stronger sex,
and that their public functions ought to be identical. It is a happy circumstance, that this
notion, so dangerous to the best refinements and comforts of society, has been pointedly
discouraged in this country, and there is reason to hope, that in America, it is gradually but
surely fading away.

After having completed my duties in Philadelphia, | was engaged in two interesting
though not extensive-journeys; the first, in New Jersey; the second, in Pennsylvania. Near
the close of the Fourth month (April) | crossed the Delaware under the guidance of an
elderly and most intelligent Friend (himself a Jerseyman) who conveyed me in one of the
convenient wagons of that country, from village to village, and from meeting to meeting. |
well remember encountering an awful thunder-storm as we were approaching his house
at “Pleasant View,” not far from the Jersey bank of the Delaware. We reached our shelter
just before the thunder-cloud 109 burst; and in a few moments, the house was struck
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with lightning, and seemed, for an instant, filled with flame. The stress of the shock was
taken off by one of Franklin's lightning rods, part of which was burnt to an oxide, by the
descent of the electric fluid. These tremendous storms are among the grand objects which
characterize America.

As we jogged along over a flat and sandy, but not unproductive country, my kind
companion gave me much information on the subject of its statistics and natural history.
The population, amounting by the last census to about 400,000, is perhaps as respectable
and orderly as any to be found in America. An excellent education may be obtained

either at the Presbyterian college at Princeton, or at the seminary of the Dutch Reformed
church at New Brunswick; and an enlightened system of legislation has distinguished this
state, in relation to capital punishment and other similar subjects. These objects have
been very much promoted by certain eminent men, who have risen to important political
stations through their success as advocates in the courts of law. Among these are Samuel
Southard, one of the senators from this state in Congress; and Theodore Freylinghuysen
once his colleague, but now chancellor of the university of New York. | have the pleasure
of some acquaintance with both these gentlemen, whose fine talents are truly valuable,
because united with correct and enlightened sentiments on subjects connected with
humanity and religion. This certainly is one of the most delightful of unions; and | do not
consider it by any means rare in America.

110

The soil of New Jersey produces, in some parts, good Indian corn and other grain; but
it is chiefly cultivated with fruits and vegetables, with which it supplies the markets of
Philadelphia and New York, in great abundance. The peach orchards, adorned at this
season with the greatest profusion of pink blossoms, were highly beautiful. Large fields
are planted with these trees, which bear fruit only for two or three years, and are cut
down before they grow to any great size; when fresh ground is chosen for the purpose.
A small white worm generally attacks them, and finally succeeds in killing them, if they
are left longer on the ground. Indeed, the insect tribes are waging a fearful warfare in
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America, against various kinds of fruits, and even of forest trees; so that some of the

old and valuable productions of the land are gradually disappearing. In the mean time,

it is a curious circumstance, that parts of New Jersey are starting into new fertility, in
consequence of the discovery of a dark green marl which has lately been dug up, on the
low grounds, at a depth of about ten feet below the surface. This marl is composed of
lime, sulphur, and magnesia, and may probably have a marine origin. Such has been

its wondrous efficacy, in some cases, that it has actually converted land of the value of
five dollars per acre, into pasture and arable grounds of ten times the value. The barren
soil bears a valueless herbage called Indian grass. After a single dressing with the green
marl, it spontaneously produces abundance of white clover. | was told that the New Jersey
farmers have not yet settled the question, whether this white clover is a new creation, 111
produced by virtue of the wonder-working marl, or whether the seeds were previously
latent in the earth. | need not say that the latter is the truth. The white clover is indigenous
to the soil of Jersey. Instead of turnips, they are fond of raising the rutabaga , which
resembles the parsnip in appearance. They praise it greatly, as good food for their stock.
Rye and rye bread abound; the latter very moist and sweet.

The Jerseymen are famous for the rearing and fattening of stock. | saw two of their
enormous beasts, which were displayed in Philadelphia as a show. One of them was
stated to be of the weight 4012 Ibs. the other of 4005 Ibs. and | was assured that 3500
dollars had been given for the pair. But | presume that all these figures may have been
somewhat exaggerated. Certainly | never saw such bullocks in England.

Some of the sandy plains of this state are covered with pines. These are supposed to
have a very salubrious influence on the atmosphere; and at one place, among the woods,
comfortable accommodation is provided for invalids—especially those whose lungs are
affected. This is a common resort for the Philadelphians, and others, during the summer.
There are also large swamps in some parts of Jersey, covered with the native white cedar.
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This is a very valuable tree, and the posts and railings which are made of its wood, are
said to last even a hundred years.

My companion informed me that the large black snake is still common; it bites, and
sometimes winds somewhat fearfully round the limbs of those who approach 112 it, but

it has no poison. The water-snake is also found in the ditches, grows at times to the size
of a man's arm, and is said to be poisonous, but not fatally so. | was engaged one day, in
one of the woods, in the vain pursuit of some variegated lizards, from six to eight inches
long—black spots on a basis of pale brown—the eyes bright and lively. | also observed,
in the course of this excursion, the meadow blackbird, with a patch of bright orange in
each wing; the cat-bird, of a blueish grey; the wood-robin, (a thrush) of a fine yellowish
brown, with a long tail; and the Baltimore oriole, of splendid orange breast and sides
(called here the goldfinch). All these are songsters, and their notes are sweet, but shorter
and less melodious than those of our own singing birds. The female of the last-mentioned
bird hangs her nest on the branches of trees, curiously attaching it with any threads or
fibres which she may be able to pick up. | also remarked a handsome upland snipe which
inhabits the corn-fields, like our landrails; and the king-bird, of mixed black and white
plumage, of the size of a thrush, which mocks the hawks, and asserts its dominion over all
the feathered tribes.

The towns of New Jersey, though none of them very large, are numerous; and several

of them wear the appearance of considerable comfort and prosperity. At different times
during my stay in America, | passed through Newark, on the Hackensack river, a well-
built populous place, noted for its manufactory of carriages, harness, hats, and shoes.

| also visited Trenton, on the Delaware, the seat of the legislature, where | had much
satisfaction in visiting the state prison. It 113 is formed and conducted on the same system
as the eastern penitentiary of Philadelphia; it was under the close care of attentive and
benevolent visitors. It is on the steady maintenance of such care that the prosperity of

all prisons, and prisons of this description in particular, essentially depends. A person

who had long been keeper of this prison, and was eminent for his qualifications for the
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office, was leaving it on the day of my visit. He was dismissed for the simple reason that
he was somewhat of a marked politician, and the other party had just become dominant in
the state. Party patronage in America is constantly made to apply to offices which ought
to be held without the smallest reference to any such considerations. Who can tell the
value of an intelligent, humane, and religious jailor? And who would not regret that such
an one should be rejected or dismissed because the Whigs had beat the Democrats, or
the Democrats the Whigs? Yet such is the law of party in America. Undoubtedly the same
thing is too true in our own country; but by no means to the same extent.

On another occasion | visited the college of Princeton—chiefly under the care of the old
school of Presbyterians. Several of the professors are eminent men in their respective
lines, and there is, | believe, scarcely any institution of the kind in America, which bears

a better character. Every facility was given me when | wished to hold a religious meeting
with the students. About 200 of them attended, with the professors, and there seemed

to be a prevalent feeling amongst them of the importance and value of sound, vital
Christianity. | may give a similar account of | 114 the college belonging to the Dutch
Reform church at New Brunswick, under the presidency of Dr. Milledollar. In that pleasant
city of 6000 inhabitants, on the banks of the Rariton, | was received (as | had before been
at Princeton) with the greatest hospitality, and the meeting held in the Dutch Reform
church was large and interesting. This town affords a pleasing specimen of American
well-doing in matters civil and religious. | was informed that the tradesmen of the place
were making their living and saving money, and | saw no signs whatsoever of poverty.
With regard to matters of a higher character, there are at New Brunswick, six commodious
places of worship—one to each thousand of the inhabitants—all occupied by orthodox
denominations of Christians, who seemed to be much intermingled in friendship and good
fellowship. Dr. Milledollar gave me an affecting account of a tornado with which this place
was visited a few years since. As he was looking from his window in the college (on a

hill above the town) he perceived a pillar of vapour approaching, reaching from earth to
sky, and with an appearance of fire within it—no doubt an electric formation. It whirled
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round and round, as it approached, with immense vehemence—passed through part of
the town—tore up the trees, and demolished the houses—and at last travelled off in a
new direction, and disappeared. Almost immediately after this frightful visitation, one of

a much more genial character came upon the inhabitants of New Brunswick. It was the
pouring forth of a spiritual influence, by which several hundred persons were brought,
within a short space of time, from a 115 worldly condition of mind, to decided seriousness
in religion. It was one of the oft-mentioned revivals; and in this case, the experience of

a few years subsequent to the event, had afforded substantial evidence that, with a few
exceptions, the work of conversion was genuine. The pastors of the town had no reason
to think that this extraordinary spiritual change was (under grace) the effect of the tornado.
Yet the two events in their combination, afforded a practical commentary on the words of
scripture, “Clouds and darkness are round about him; righteousness and judgment are the
habitation of his throne.”

Our present excursion ended with a visit to a village-city which | shall (I trust) always
remember with grateful and pleasurable feelings—I mean Burlington on the Delaware.
This is indeed a pleasant spot. On the green bank of the noble stream, stands a row of
villas which have a peculiar air of prettiness and polish; and the verdure, as the spring
advances into summer, is delightful. The streets are wide and adorned with trees. The
town is not distinguished for commercial advantages; but it affords a quiet and agreeable
residence to many persons of retired habits. To me the pleasures of this spot were those
of friendship. Often did | visit it, and as often did | there enjoy both intellectual and religious
intercourse with many who are the objects of my love and esteem. In the immediate
neighbourhood, there are some pleasant residences. Greatly should I enjoy introducing
thee to W—, a lovely spot, laid out a I'Anglais, and inhabited by a family which could not
fail to engage thy regard and 1 2 116 affection; and to O—the agreeable country seat of
a Christian gentleman , now in his 87th year, whose courteous demeanor, cheerful good-
humour, and unfaded intellect, are rendered doubly delightful by the sunset glow of fervid
religion. | have often heard the manners, the intellect, and the piety of Americans lightly
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spoken of; but most truly can | aver that not a few are the instances which | met with,
among them, of finished politeness, acute intellect, and lively piety—all in combination.
With this remark, which | can assure thee, is perfectly true, | will conclude this letter.

| am, &c. &c.

LETTER XI.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 19 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

| will now proceed to describe some particulars of an excursion or two in Pennsylvania,
which | may premise with the remark that the face of the country, on the respective banks
of the Delaware, is very different; the advantage in point of beauty being decidedly in
favour of Pennsylvania. The Jersey shore is sandy and flat; the other, comparatively
fertile, and varied with hill and dale. The country about Philadelphia in particular, is gently
undulating—wooded with a variety of timber, and adorned by the numerous summer
residences of the more wealthy citizens. | was interested by the old villa of the Logans

at German-town—a substantial brick mansion built in the English style of his day, by
James Logan, the confidential secretary of William Penn, and the most effective of his
helpers. There | was courteously received by its late owner Deborah Logan—an old

lady remarkable for her poetic and literary taste, who had transcribed, in an elegant old-
fashioned hand, many of the letters and other documents of William Penn's day, and

had thrown no unimportant light on the antiquities 118 (as they may now be called) of
this rising country. Her curious volumes have been presented to the Historical Society in
Philadelphia. The house, over-shadowed by hemlock trees (a dark, lofty species of pine)
and filled with antique furniture, has as much the air of the “olden time” as any thing one
can find in America. The neighbouring village of German-town extends to a considerable

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

length, consisting of pleasant houses on each side of a high road, encompassed with
trees.

One of the prettiest places in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia is G—, the seat of a kind
and intelligent Friend, under whose roof—shaded as it is with weeping willows, chesnuts,
and other native trees—I sometimes found a delightful resting-place. | remember spending
one morning in company with this Friend and some of his family, in a drive along the banks
of the Schuylkill. It is a noble stream, and is found extremely convenient (as well as the
Lehigh, another tributary of the Delaware) for the conveyance of the anthracite coal from
the mines in the interior. The scenery through which | passed on this occasion, is wild

and romantic, and | was charmed with the beauty of the red-blossomed Judas trees—
with us a great rarity—but there, one of the profuse ornaments of uncultivated nature. The
head waters both of the Schuylkill and Delaware, are said to present scenes of a most
picturesque character; the distant highlands of Pennsylvania, out of which these rivers
flow, being covered with the noble native forest. The people of this extensive state are still
In possession of vast tracts of land, which have not yet 119 been brought under the hand
of the cultivator, and will probably add to the wealth and prosperity of a future era.

The friend to whom | have just alluded, kindly consented, after my return from New Jersey,
to accompany me on a journey through parts of Pennsylvania; and about the middle of
the 5th month (May) we set off in his easy comfortable wagon, on a round of visits to the
meetings of Friends, in Lancaster, Chester, and Delaware counties—it being, at the same
time, one of our objects to hold public meetings for worship with the inhabitants at large.
The spring was now in all its vigour, and the apple orchards covered with white blossoms,
amidst the general verdure, vied in beauty with the peach fields of Jersey. Woods of oak,
hickory, and chesnut abound. But the country is more than sufficiently cleared, and is
probably as well cultivated as any part of America. It is divided between arable land and
pasture, and | was pleased to observe the rough angular palings generally called “the
worm fence,” so usual in America, occasionally exchanged for the green thorn hedge. The
grass grows abundantly; but, strange to say, it often becomes, under the summer heat,

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

so unwholesome as to salivate the horses and cattle, for which no remedy has yet been
discovered.

The wooded hills were at this time profusely adorned with the calmia latifolia, or mountain
laurel, the exquisite white blossom of which, spotted with pink, and curiously folded and
cut, is familiar to the English gardener. Another of our garden plants, the azalia, is here
called the wild honeysuckle. The white and 120 pink varieties were then abounding in the
woods. | also observed the blue hepatica , the dog-toothed violet, (I believe a kind of lily)
the sanguinaria or blood root, which is used in medicine, and bears large white blossoms;
and a true violet of a bright yellow colour, but scentless. One of the chief beauties of

the forest, at this time of the year, is the dog wood , which looks remarkably gay as one
travels through the green shade—being covered with large yellowish-white blossoms as
they seem at a distance; but these, on a nearer examination, are found to be mere cups
containing the small florets of the shrub. Still more ornamental, however, is the tulip tree,
or American poplar ( Lilio-dendrum tulipiferum ). This tree grows to a great height, and

IS most luxuriant in its appearance when it bursts into greenness—the production of its
leaves being by one of the most beautiful of nature's processes. The bud which contains
the leaf is packed up and folded in a most curious manner, like a child's puzzle. In the
course of the 6th month (June) the tree blossoms, and is then covered with tulips. The
specimens of it, which are sometimes to be found in our English gardens, give but a faint
idea of its native beauty and vigour in America.

The soll of the country through which | passed during this journey, is generally a kind of
loam—in other parts, clay over limestone. It produces abundance of wheat, as well as
of rye and Indian corn. Agates and blue beryls, crystalized like minature pillars of basalt,
are among the minerals of the district; they were shown, me in a friend's cabinet. As we
passed along we observed the little salad bird , black and yellow, 121 very active and
sprightly in its habits; and the scarlet taniger , one of the most splendid of the wild birds
of America, of the size of a small thrush, all of bright scarlet, except the wings, which are
black; also the American red-start , of the size of a sparrow, orange and black-an agile
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bird, and a good songster. Near the dwelling of one of our friends, | remarked the greenish
brown female of the Baltimore oriole , flying about her pendulous nest, which she had
attached by threads, with the usual nicety and skill of her tribe, to the branch of a tall tree.
The birds, in the more secluded parts of the country, are so little interrupted, that they
seem to have scarcely any fear of man, and are therefore the more easily observed and
admired. The humming birds were now beginning to make their appearance, ravishing
the sweets of the azalias and other bell-shaped blossoms; but, the extreme rapidity of the
motion of their wings, as they dart from flower to flower, generally prevents a satisfactory
view of them. One of them, however, more considerate than the generality of his tribe,
lighted on a pea stick in the garden of one of my friends, and continued there in quietness
for nearly ten minutes, as if for the purpose of displaying his beauty to a stranger. It was
a cock-bird, of a bright glossy green, with a blazing throat. Much more quickly evanescent
was a garter snake, of a bright gold colour, variegated with black, of which | just caught a
glimpse at the residence of another acquaintance, as the creature glided rapidly through
the grass.

In the course of our drives, in this excursion, we caught a land tortoise, from 6 to 8 inches
long—the 122 shell, orange and dark brown intermingled. These animals are common
both in Pennsylvania and Jersey, and are said to live a hundred years. Sometimes one
sees graven on their shells, the initials or names of the land owners of past generations,
who have taken this method of transmitting their reputation to posterity.

| also observed a small species of tortoise, in the puddles and ponds by the road side;
and the snapping turtle, an edible animal (so called from the peculiar motion of his
jaws) inhabits the river of Pennsylvania, Jersey, and Delaware. | am little or nothing of
a naturalist, but the variety of plants and animals which | met with, from day to day, was
a constant source of recreation to me—a charm most agreeably mingled with graver
pursuits, and in itself full of instruction.
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Often as | had to admire the natural beauties of American scenery, and to trace the
constant improvement which is there taking, place in agriculture, | found the United
States, including Pennsylvania itself, still lacking in the more polished charms of parks and
gardens. The former are no where to be met with; and the latter are for the most part in a
rough condition—luxuriant weeds predominating over the peas, lettuces, and other edible
vegetables. Nothing is to be seen of the smooth-shaven lawn so ornamental in England,
and very little of the gay flower bed. These defects naturally belong to a comparatively
young country, where labour is dear; though they arise in part from the disposition so
prevalent, among all classes of American citizens, to be always driving onward in pursuits
of a more gainful and utilitarian character. 123 While honesty constrains these remarks, |
am glad to be able to add that garden-cultivation is making a gradual progress among our
transatlantic brethren. Amidst the general neglect, | saw many pleasing specimens of care;
and the late horticultural shows at Philadelphia and Burlington, nearly rivalled those of our
own country.

We held a public meeting at the pleasant town of West Chester, which is in the centre of a
highly cultivated district; and in the evening took up our quarters at the house of some kind
friends, at the little city of Wilmington, in the state of Delaware. This delectable place, as

| thought it, stands near the south bank of the Delaware, upon a rising hill, on one side of
which flows the Christiania, and on the other the Brandywine, two of the tributary streams
which run into that magnificent river. The weather was lovely, and the sea breeze from

the east, sweeping up the river, remarkably refreshing. Here we spent the First day of the
week, and after having enjoyed a quiet meeting with our friends in the morning, attended
an overflowing assembly in the evening, at the large meeting-house, now in possession of
the Hicksite separatists who here proved a large majority. So extensive a departure from
the sound principles of the Christian faith, was a subject of deep lamentation to the friends
of divine truth. For myself, however, | was treated by this people with kindness. They
offered no obstruction to our using the house; flocked in large numbers to the meeting, and
listened with great attention—perhaps | might say with feeling—to those glorious truths of
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124 the gospel of Christ, which many of them, at the time of the division, had treated even
with scorn and ridicule. | feel a hope that the attention which they thus gave to a stranger,
was not altogether fruitless to themselves.

If the question is asked, how it came to pass, that the authors of this dangerous schism
were able to lead away so large a number of followers (i. e. about one third of the Society
of Friends in America) the answer is not difficult; for the mournful fact is explained by two
circumstances—first, the extraordinary influence of individuals on communities of men,
and particularly on religious bodies, which is one of the characteristics of America. This
was pre-eminently the case with the late Elias Hicks, of Jericho in Long Island, who was a
man of plain and simple habits; a pattern, as was supposed, of self-denial; and at one time
a zealous preacher of the truth. He was admired and beloved by thousands; and being
thus placed in an elevated position, gradually imbibed those false views of religion which
flatter the natural pride of man's heart; rejected the Saviour who bought him; and became
dogmatic and overbearing. His ministry, still eloquent, was now distinguished by bold
asseverations, in opposition to some of the primary articles of Christian truth. His personal
appearance and demeanour are said to have been highly imposing, and multitudes who
were destitute of that knowledge which would have enabled them to detect his sophistries,
bowed under his authority, and were carried away by the stream. The second point to
which | alluded, as accounting for 125 this strange event, is this very want of knowledge.
There can be no doubt that a careful, scriptural education had been grievously neglected
before this heresy appeared. The consequence was that there was very little in the minds
either of old or young people, which they could effectually oppose to the influence of error.

| am the more inclined now to make these remarks, because on our return from
Wilmington to my. companion's pleasant residence at G—, we enjoyed the opportunity of
visiting two institutions belonging to the society, which are eminently calculated to remedy
this defect. The first is West-town school, which is situated in a healthy and beautiful part
of Chester county. The landscape around it of woods, hills, valleys, and here and there

a little stream, are quite enchanting. Here, about 250 of the children of Friends, of both
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sexes, receive, under the most judicious care, a guarded and religious education. The
cultivation of the intellect was set at nought by Elias Hicks, who trusted implicitly to the
strong powers of his mind, and defied useful literature. But here that object is steadily
pursued on a somewhat higher scale, than in the public schools belonging to our body
at Ackworth and Croydon. Above all, the Holy Scriptures are daily read, and the children
instructed in their contents. | have every reason to believe, that the moral and religious
influence of this institution. is at once powerful and extensive.

A drive of fifteen miles from West-town, across a “rolling” country of much picturesque
beauty, brought us to Haverford, where there has been lately 126 established an
academy, or rather college, for the education of an older and more opulent class of

lads. Repeatedly, and always with great pleasure, did | visit this institution. At this time
there were 70 boys and young men accommodated in the house, which was built for the
purpose—pursuing a course of classical and scientific study, under well-qualified teachers.
Each of them is provided with a neat little chamber to himself, in which may be found his
bible, a few other books of his own selection, and the requisite articles of furniture. This
separate lodging | hold to be a most important provision for the moral and religious welfare
of the young people, as well as for their comfort. There was an appearance of order and
sobriety to be observed in these young persons, accompanied by an obvious infusion

of American independence, which pleased me greatly. A highly talented Friend on the
spot, to whom they are greatly attached, devotes his time and mind to their moral and
religious culture. In many of the young people whom | saw in different parts of the Union,
after they had left this school, | was able clearly to trace the effects of that Christian care
under which they had been placed at Haverford. The beauties of nature are not neglected
here. The house, which stands on an eminence, is in the midst of a pleasure-ground,
pleasantly laid out after the English fashion. The boys had just been raising among
themselves and their friends, a purse of 2000 dollars, which has since been expended

on an excellent conservatory. | look back on my visits to both of these seminaries, with
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peculiar gratification. 127 Long may they flourish for the intellectual and spiritual benefit of
our young people!

The interesting little tour which | have now described, ended with a meeting at a
sequestered and romantic spot (near the residence of my kind companion) called Merion;
where, in a small select company, we were brought to feel the sweetness and strength of
true Christian fellowship—*“the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” After this meeting, |
took leave of my friend and his family, returned to Philadelphia, and on the next day set off
for New York.

Before | enter on this new scene of interest, | may just remark, that during my visits to
Philadelphia, | was so much engaged in the pursuits of my own objects, that | had little
opportunity of obtaining the acquaintance of many of her citizens, not connected with
Friends, whom | should have been glad to know. | remember, however, with pleasure, a
call which | received one day from Dr. Ludlow, the president of the literary and theological
department of the university of Pennsylvania. He is a person of high character and
superior parts; and the institution, under his care, as well as the corresponding medical
department, is in good reputation. | also called at the laboratory of the celebrated Dr.
Hare, who received me with great kindness, and much interested me by his conversation.
Another day, at the table of a common friend, | met the aged Peter Duponceau, whose
eminence as a lawyer is singularly combined with an intense love, and deep knowledge,
of classical and oriental literature. He is 128 one of the few citizens of America, who has
given up his time and mind to the profound study of languages; and has lately published
an elaborate volume to prove that the general notion respecting the Chinese language
(namely, that its written words or letters are so many pictures or hieroglyphics) is without a
foundation in truth. The flowing grey hair, beaming eye, mild yet expressive countenance,
and sprightly conversation, of this literary veteran, are peculiarly striking.

| am inclined to mention one more circumstance, which afforded me considerable
pleasure during my stay at Philadelphia. It was a visit to the president and directors of the
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Pennsylvania bank of the United States. All commercial men, of course, understand that
this is no longer a national concern, but only an extensive joint-stock company, subject

to the laws and government of the state of Pennsylvania. | was introduced by a most
respectable citizen of Philadelphia, who had been a member of the board, when the bank
was national; and was very politely received by the well-known Nicholas Biddle and his
associates. Banker though | am, our conversation was not upon banking; but on a variety
of topics connected with my travels in America, and the impressions which had been made
on my mind in the course of my journeying. | was much pleased with the easy manners,
and intelligent conversation of these gentlemen; and was, of course, quite ignorant of

the dangerous financial operations which were then going on under their sanction. The
suspension of their specie payments, which took place in the 129 winter of 1839, the vast
fall in the price of their stock, and the general embarrassment and difficulty which was then
experienced in the money-market (evils which are not yet removed) are matters of public
notoriety. But the root of prosperity in America is deep and ramified; and, if the legislature
will but fairly do its part, this important institution may yet recover its standing. Be that as it
may, | have little doubt, that in due season commercial ease and prosperity will again be
enjoyed in Philadelphia.

In the mean time it is a singular circumstance—one quite strange to the politics of England
—that banking is the main question which divides the two great parties in the United
States. Very often is it discussed, both in public and private, not in the cold calculating
manner which appertains to such topics in this country, but with all the warmth and

fire of party spirit. | was shocked and yet almost amused at the strange toast which, |
was told, had been given, about this time, in a loose assemblage of persons in New
England, importing that the country must now assuredly prosper, “because the banks
and Christianity were on their last legs.” The Van Buren party are considered to be the
opposers of the banks—the Whigs their defenders; and great is the virulence often
expressed on this subject. The controversy probably arose from the celebrated act of the
Jackson administration, which dissolved the connexion of the bank of the United States,
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with the Federal government; and. it has been prolonged in consequence of the withdrawal
of the national funds from the state banks, and the plan set: on foot by President K 130
Van Buren, for the passing of the public monies through the hands of treasurers and sub-
treasurers, appointed by the government itself.

Whether the abolition of the national charter of the bank of the United States was wise

or otherwise, in a commercial point of view, is a subject on either side of which much
plausible reasoning may be urged. To me it appears that the absence of such a central
power, as a regulator of the circulation, exposes the monetary system of America to very
serious difficulties. But there can be no doubt that politically it was, strictly speaking, a
democratic measure, tending to weaken the hands of the Federal government, by severing
its connection with the common pecuniary and commercial transactions of the country.

In the mean time | have no idea that the absurd folly which dictated the above-mentioned
toast in a company of low infidels, has any place in the minds of the more respectable
portion of the Van Buren party, any more than in those of the Whigs themselves, |
presume that all persons of common information in America, as well as England, unite in
the judgment, that banking, conducted on sound and legitimate principles, is absolutely
essential as a means of facilitating trade. Still more settled is my belief, that by far the
largest and most influential proportion of the American population, of both parties, would
deprecate nothing so much, as to see “Christianity on its last legs.”

For my own part, | heartily crave that a better understanding may soon take place between
these two parties, which appeared to me to be divided by 131 accident, and by different
views of certain eminent persons—each party having its own favourites—than by any
grand diversity of principle; and that all may unite in removing from America that stain

of national guilt which still rests upon her, because of slavery. If this blot be removed,
America must prosper, morally, commercially, and politically.

| am, &c. &c. &c. K 2
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LETTER XIlI.
Earlham, 2 nd month, 21 st, 1841.
My dear Friend,

On the 25th of the 5th month (May) | quitted Philadelphia for many months, and paid my
first visit to New York. It seems strange that | should have been nearly a year in America
without seeing its great emporium of commerce; but afterwards my acquaintance with
that city, and many of its inhabitants, became intimate and familiar. The journey from
Philadelphia, of about 100 miles, was the easy occupation of a morning. In company with
one of the moving multitudes of America, | first took the steamboat, for 25 miles up the
Delaware to Bordentown; then the railroad across the state of New Jersey, to Amboy on
the sea coast; lastly, another steamboat, for a run of 30 miles along the narrow arm of the
sea between the Jersey coast and Staten Island—until the noble bay at the head of which
stands New York, burst upon our view.

Here the scene is truly magnificent. Gradually receding, on the right hand, are seen the
wooded and hilly shores of Staten Island, adorned with several handsome white buildings
—two of them marine hospitals; a third, a large hotel; besides many private 133 houses.
At a greater distance, in the same direction, and bounding the whole scene, runs the low
green shore of Long Island; on the left is seen the main land of New Jersey, which, in this
part, has much of picturesque beauty; and immediately in front, on the south-west point of
Manhattan Island, the city itself, with its many spires and 312,000 inhabitants. The scene
Is varied by three small islands which lie in different directions between the opening of
the strait and the city. On Governor's Island, the principal of them, is erected an extensive
circular fort. Manhattan Island, on which stands the city, is separated from Jersey by the
Hudson river, flowing from the north—here four miles broad; from Long Island, by the east
river, a narrow arm of the sea, in which vast numbers of ships are seen at anchor; and
lastly, from the main land of the state to the north, by the Harlaem river, by which the East
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river and the Hudson are connected. The entrance into this land-locked expanse, from the
Atlantic ocean, is through a strait called the Narrows, between Staten and Long Islands.
There can be no doubt that this bay is one of the most beautiful in the world; nor can one
conceive of a more commodious location for commercial purposes than that of New York.
The East river, which opens into Long Island sound, affords an easy daily communication
with the ports of New England. The Hudson conveys to the city the riches of the state of
New York itself; and through the Narrows, the merchantmen of Europe find a safe and
easy access to the Tyre of the western world.

134

At the south-west point of the city, facing the bay, stands the battery, which commands

(in a precisely opposite direction to that which | have just described) an admirable view

of the whole great picture. Here a broad public walk, under the shade of noble trees,
affords the citizens, when weary with the labours of trade, an excellent opportunity of
inhaling the fresh sea breezes. On our way from the battery to the hospitable quarters
which were provided for me in this city, we passed through Wall Street , which is generally
considered the most concentrated focus of commercial transactions in the world. It
consists of innumerable offices, public and private, several in each house, and all of

them conspicuously lettered on the outside. The whole money-dealing of New York is
here brought into a very narrow compass of ground, and is in consequence transacted
with peculiar quickness and facility. Prodigious sums are given for very small pieces of
ground in this part of the city. The destructive effects of the late awful fire, which is said

to have annihilated twenty millions of dollars in property, and which happened in the

most populous and busy part of the town, are now no longer visible. Numerous streets of
perfectly new houses are seen on every side, and although many of them are narrow, their
general appearance is that of neatness, order, and thrift. The Broadway, three miles in
length, leads to the higher parts of the town, where the streets and squares are airy and
spacious; composed chiefly of the commodious residences of the monied aristocracy of
the city. The handsome stone buildings of the State University, in Washington 135 square,
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are of modern Gothic architecture, and vie in appearance with the colleges of Oxford and
Cambridge.

About the centre of the city, is an open wooded space, called the Park, in which stand the
City Hall, the Post-office, and other public buildings. These have an imposing appearance;
and when the New Exchange, in Wall street, is finished, it will be one of the most striking
buildings in America; it is supported by vast pillars, which, with the rest of the edifice, are
of fine granite.

The principal hotels, though of no particular beauty, are of enormous magnitude. They
serve the purpose not only of inns, but of boarding houses for families—all for the most
part uniting in the use of a common table. They are vast concerns, and have the reputation
of being ably conducted; but surely this mode of life will gradually disappear, as wealth,
education, and refinement, make progress in society.

The private houses, like those of Philadelphia, are generally of neat red brick-work, four
stories high, besides the basement. This last in New York generally contains the dining-
room; so that we descend to dinner, instead of going upstairs to the second story, which
Is the usual practice at Philadelphia. The drawing room, in both these cities, (with the hall
on one side of it) usually occupies the whole of the first story, being divided into two by
large folding doors. These apartments are often very spacious; and in many houses, the
open stoves, with their unblazing anthracite coal, are now banished, and plain marble
slabs, perforated for the passage of hot air, 136 substituted in their room. Venetian blinds
are seen at all the windows; and, in the summer months, are universally let down—for
the New Yorkers, as well as the Philadelphians, are lovers of shade in their houses,

in hot weather, even to darkness. The flights of steps at the front doors, of a reddish
brown sandstone (brought in large quantities down the Hudson) have a remarkably
handsome appearance. Sometimes they are to be seen, at every successive door, along.
an extensive street. New York has the advantage of Philadelphia, in the beauty of the
places of public worship, many of which have lofty spires—some of wood, but generally
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of stone. Those of the Episcopal church are, in this city, pre-eminent for architectural
beauty; but generally speaking, in this state, as well as New England, the steeples of the
Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, Universalists, &c. are all equally aspiring.

Eager and active is the population of this city. It is impossible not to be struck with the
mien and manner of the people as one meets them on the side pavements of the street; so
different from the slow gait, and easy appearance of the Philadelphians. As in London, so
here, every one seems occupied by business of importance to himself—every one in rapid
pursuit of his object. The personal appearance of the New Yorkers is also peculiar. They
are generally slender and pale, and one does not often meet the robust form and ruddy
visage, to which we are accustomed in England.

The time of the yearly meeting for this state was come; and Friends were collecting in
considerable 137 numbers, not only from the immediate vicinity of the city, but from
distant parts of the country; and more than a few, from Canada. The followers of Elias
Hicks, however, are here the more numerous body, and have taken possession of the
large old meeting-houses belonging to Friends. They were holding their yearly meeting
simultaneously; and as they have the same appearance in point of attire with the body
from which they separated, the city to all appearance was much thronged by Friends.
Our own meeting was composed of about 1000 persons, men and women, and was very
agreeably conducted—the members being much united in their endeavours to maintain
the cause of sound and primitive Christianity.

There are two large buildings in New York which may be hired for public meetings either of
a philanthropic or religious character—the Tabernacle in Broadway, which is large enough
to contain 4000 people; and an old theatre, now converted into a chapel, in Chatham
street, which is said to hold more than 3000. Meetings for worship were appointed, at my
request, in each of these buildings successively. These were attended by a multitude of
Hicksites, as well as Friends and persons of other denominations; and we had reason

to believe that the doctrines of Christianity, as plainly unfolded in the New Testament,
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were then listened to with attention and good-will, by many who had been accustomed
to neglect or oppose them. | have no doubt that religion, under various administrations,
Is bearing with great force, on the stirring and intelligent population 138 of this great city.
The Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, the Methodists, and the Baptists, are all of them
vigorous; and the attendance on places of public worship is much larger in proportion
(as | have every reason to believe) than in the generality of our own cities. On the other
hand, lawless infidelity is rampant amongst many. Fanny Wright, and other persons of
that description, give public lectures, without reserve, on deism and atheism; and liberty
Is degraded into licentiousness, among multitudes of low Irish and other uneducated
persons. Commerce, in the mean time, exerts a prodigious sway, and the pursuit of gain
Is the regular daily occupation of almost every body. But on this free and bustling arena,
Christianity is, in my opinion, lifting up her voice on high, with increased and increasing
efficacy.

The state of New York, an independent republic of upwards Of 2,000,000 of people,
Imposes no taxes of any kind. The celebrated Erie canal, 360 miles in length, formed
under the auspices of the late governor De Witt Clinton, connects the river Hudson with
lake Erie, and not only affords immense facilities both to commerce and agriculture, but
yields the state an annual profit of more than 700,000 dollars; and this in itself forms a
sufficient revenue. | was informed that the salaries of all the public officers amount only
to 66,000 dollars per annum. The state is divided into upwards of 10,000 educational
districts, in which more than 500,000 young persons receive an elementary education,
free of expense—being at school, on an average, for eight months during the year. These
schools are supported, 139 partly by the funds of the state, and partly by local rates. They
probably form, as a whole, the most generalized machinery for popular education to be
met with in any country in the world.

There is only one point connected with these schools, in which a large proportion of them
differ from the British free schools in England. It is that neither the Scriptures themselves,
nor extracts from them, are used as daily reading lessons. | consider this to be a
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lamentable defect, and one which can scarcely fail to be injurious in its consequences.
Happily the exception does not apply to the schools in the city itself, which are ably
superintended by a committee of gentlemen, and are conducted, as all such institutions
ought to be, on the basis of Scripture.

Here | may just remark, that the friends of education in New York were much indebted
to the late Joseph Lancaster, whose invention they adopted, and who assisted them
very materially in the formation of their schools. | often saw him while | was in America,
and much regretted that his want of care and prudence was so constantly involving

him in difficulties. In the autumn of 1838, he was repeatedly heard to say, that his work
was finished, that he had now nothing left him to do but to die. Soon afterwards he was
knocked down in the streets of New York by a runaway horse in a wagon, and died in a
few days. Notwithstanding all his infirmities, there is reason to believe, that through the
mercy of that divine Saviour in whom he trusted, his end was peace.

During the whole of my stay in America, New York, in a commercial point of view, was in
a state 140 of considerable depression. The enormous losses occasioned by the great
fire, were by no means fully recovered; and, since that event, frequent conflagrations, to a
less terrible extent, have taken place in the city. But the main cause of suffering was that
unequalled course of speculation and gambling, chiefly connected with the cotton-market,
which disgraced the mercantile annals both of England and America, in the years 1836
and 1837. The amount of accommodation-paper which was then in circulation between
the two countries, probably formed a larger bubble than the world had ever before seen;
and when it burst, in the spring of 1837, the desolation which it produced, in New York
particularly, was extensive and overwhelming. One indication of the altered state of things,
was afforded by the comparative prices of land in the immediate neighbourhood of this
city. During the flood-tide of prosperity, large lots were purchased at Brooklyn, on the
opposite side of the East river, and in other places near the city, in order to be laid out for
houses and streets. Enormous prices were given; in many instances 2000 dollars for an
acre. But now the delusion had been dissipated, the speculators in land were in distress,
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and it was found impossible to sell the subdivisions, from which vast profits had been
expected, without incurring an equally formidable loss.

The plain English of the whole of this affair, is that the Americans, and especially the eager
citizens of New York, are prone, in the pursuit of gain, to "go ahead" at far too swift a

pace; and thus they are liable to the most appalling disappointments; but 141 give a little
time, infuse a little patience, instil a little more of the sober and prudential qualities—and
there is not the least doubt, that the energy of their native character, together with the
inexhaustible resources of their country, will bring them into a state of prosperity, of which
they need not, if they will not, be again deprived.

The island of Manhattan is twenty-one miles in length, and forms a county in itself. The
city which now occupies its south-western extremity may be expected, with the growing
prosperity of the country, gradually to spread over its surface. In the mean time, the
handsome town of Brooklyn, containing some 40,000 inhabitants, has risen up on the
Long island shore of the East river, immediately opposite to New York; and the perpetual
plying of small steamers across the strait, serves all the purposes of a bridge, and turns
the two cities into one. The view of New York and its harbour, from the heights of Brooklyn,
is wonderfully fine—a remark which equally applies to the opposite prospect, from the hills
of Hoboken on the Jersey shore of the Hudson. These are prospects calculated to fill the
mind with large ideas both of the beauty of nature, and of the ceaseless energy of man.
They are views, not only to admire, but to contemplate.

Of that energy, we have a remarkable example in the extraodinary works which are now

in progress, for the purpose of conveying to New York the pure, salubriuos waters of the
Croton river, from a distance of forty miles to the north. The city, at present, is 142 by no
means well supplied with water, and much that one drinks is inferior to that of Philadelphia.
But should this vast undertaking happily succeed (which can only be at an enormous cost)
there is reason to believe, that New York will be better supplied with this great necessary
of life, than almost any city in the world.
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Every man, of whatsoever country, who has a head upon his shoulders, and who has
resided a very few years in America (except only the poor coloured ones) is a citizen

and a voter, both in New York state and Pennsylvania, without any respect whatsoever

to the distinctions of property or education; and they vote by ballot. Whatsoever may be
thought of this last provision, the universality of suffrage is found by experience to be

de trop; and the more respectable classes have long begun to sicken of this fullness of
democracy. Towards the close of 1838, the mob, under some passing political excitement,
took absolute possession of the house of legislature of Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg; and,
for a few days, assumed the supreme government; but after having played their game to
their own satisfaction, they at length dispersed, without doing any material injury.

It is an unhappy circumstance, that the mobility in America, especially the Irish emigrants,
are implacably opposed to the people of colour, and follow up the prejudices entertained
among their superiors, by acts of violence, when any sufficient excitement occurs. In

New York state, a coloured man may vote when possessed of real property worth 250
dollars. This 143 provision, unequal as it is, is better than the total exclusion enacted

in Pennsylvania. In the mean time, although the descendants of Africa of all grades of
colour, are at present separated by an apparently impassable line from white society, there
can be no doubt that they are gradually making progress, both in education, and in the
acquirement of property. They have several meeting-houses in this city, and range chiefly
with the Methodists; and lamentable as it is that their children should be excluded from
the public charity schools to which the whites resort, it is some consolation, that separate
schools are open for them in this city, at the public expense.

After having attended the yearly meeting, and held those meetings with the people at
large, to which | have alluded, | was accompanied by four of my friends, on an excursion
to the city of Albany, on the west bank of the Hudson, and the seat of the legislature. It
was a voyage up that delightful river, of 160 miles, and lasted twelve hours, from seven
in the morning, to the same hour in the evening. The steam-boat which conveyed us was
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large and commodious—the upper deck a place of promenading; or if one likes to sit, for
sketching, or reading at ease. The company was as usual, perfectly civil, and the weather
delightful. But what shall | tell thee of the scenery?

"Magnificent Hudson, | hail thy display, Of many a headland, and many a bay, And
mountain with fordst impending, And villas of marble, that peep thro' the shade Of the
deep-wooded glen, and the vast palisade, Of nature's own hewing and rending."

144

The river in most parts appears to be about a mile in breadth, but swells out, from time

to time, into glorious bays. The depth of the water is so great and uniform, as to admit of
navigation for 130 miles from New York, for vessels of considerable burthen, | believe for
brigs which are often built at the city of Hudson, as whalers. Out-jutting points of wooded
rock and hill are to be seen at almost every turn; with bright-looking villages on the banks,
and ornamental houses among the trees, built of the marble which the prisoners work, in
the pits of Sing-Sing. At this picturesque village, about 30 miles north of New York, and
immediately on the east bank of the Hudson, stands one of the great Penitentiaries of the
state, and presents an extensive front to the view of the voyager on the river.

The celebrated palisades are a long line of basaltic rocks, extending for several miles on
the western bank, not very far from New York. They are not regularly crystallized in the
usual form of basalt, but descend perpendicularly into the water, having the appearance of
being split into stripes—wonderfully even, and of very considerable height. About 50 miles
from the city the river becomes comparatively narrow, and runs, for 12 miles, through
delightful mountain scenery—sometimes however, spreading into a Killarney-like lake,
without any visible outlet—the whole scene being enlivened by numerous sloops with
white sails, conveying the produce of a most fertile country, to the markets of New York.
This district is called the Highlands. Just in the midst of it, on a lofty eminence, called West
Point, 145 stands the national military college, which is backed by still loftier hills, and
commands a variety of delightfully romantic views.
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After passing through these 12 miles of mountain scenery, we found ourselves in a bay
of great breadth and beauty, on the west bank of which is the young city of Newbergh.
Several miles further, the agreeable town of Pékeepsie, in Duchess County, comes into
view, on the eastern bank; and, after a further voyage, the city of Hudson, adorned with
several steeples, and built on a height which descends precipitately into the water. This
city is also on the eastern shore, and just opposite to it is a little American Athens, by no
means destitute either of natural or artificial beauty. During this part of the voyage, the
Catskill mountains on the west, covered with wood and rising to the height of 3000 feet,
form a very interesting object; and one just catches a view of the celebrated "mountain
house," that favourite resort of the lovers of nature—pitched, as it were by magic, on one
of its peaks, in the midst of the native forest.

The approach to the city of Albany is very beautiful. It is a neat-looking town of 30,000
inhabitants, built on a rising ground on the western side of the river. The legislative and city
halls—their domes covered with glittering tin—have quite an imposing appearance.

Here | was most kindly received by our mutually dear friend Dr. Sprague, the principal
Presbyterian minister of the city—a person, as thou art well aware, of talent, learning,

and piety. In his company we L 146 passed an interesting day. The morning was spent in
viewing the scenery of the Hudson, from the neighbouring heights, and afterwards in a call
at the house of the Patroon , Stephen Van Ranselaer. The respectable old gentleman was
too ill to see us; and has since died, and been succeeded by his eldest son. We enjoyed
inspecting the old English-like mansion, and trim, well-cultivated gardens; and were very
kindly received by his wife and family. The Patroon may be described as a Dutch Lord

, and is the only hereditary nobleman in America. In return for kindness shown to King
Charles Il, while he was an exile in Holland, the monarch, on his restoration, presented
Van Ranselaer's ancestor with 20 miles square on the banks of the Hudson. The title

and estate have since lineally descended from generation to generation; and although
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much of this territory has been sold or exchanged, the Patroon is still considered to be the
wealthiest landed proprietor of the United States.

Dr. Sprague introduced me to several of the ministers of the city, who met us at dinner,
and appeared to be persons both of intellect and piety. In this place, the Episcopalian,
Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, and Baptist preachers seem all to be united in Christian
friendship and fellowship. The afternoon was agreeably spent in the inspection of an
admirable seminary, in which 300 young ladies receive an education considered to be
quite equal to that bestowed on the stronger sex, in the generality of American colleges. |
was surprised at the accuracy of knowledge which some of these young persons displayed
147 in answer to the questions addressed to them by their tutor. In the evening, a large
and solemn meeting, after the manner of Friends, was held in Dr. Sprague's commodious
meeting-house; and the assembled multitude seemed to be of one accord in the willing
reception of those great doctrines, in which sound Christians, under every name, are
substantially agreed.

Our friend Dr. Sprague has now, for several years, been a widower, and has experienced
the blessings of vital religion in many an hour of solitude and distress. Early the next
morning, we took an affectionate leave of him and his interesting children, and returned by
the steam-boat of the day to New York.

| am, &c. &c. L 2

LETTER XIII.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 24 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

On the following day, in the company of a number of Friends, | took a large steam-
boat for Newport, in "the island" of Rhode Island. Our object was to attend the yearly
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meeting of Friends for New England, which was then about to assemble at that place.

We set off at five o'clock in the afternoon—the weather fine but windy—and under the
bright beams of a clear evening, greatly enjoyed the view of the main land, on the left
hand, and of Long Island on the right, as we passed rapidly up the East river. On the
former shore are to be seen the penitentiary for the city of New York, a prison too well
peopled, and although once regarded as a pattern, now somewhat in the rear of modern
improvement; but | speak only from report, having had no opportutunity to inspect it. In the
same neighbourhood is the new lunatic asylum, a very handsome building of stone; and
some of the gentlemen's houses, near the shore, approach to the magnificent.

The coast of Long Island has the aspect of greenness and cultivation, and is also
diversified with pleasant residences. In a narrow part of the strait, 149 within a few miles
of New York, the navigator has to steer through a rocky conflux of currents called Hurl-
gate or Hell-gate. Our boat defied the whirlpool, and we soon found ourselves in Long
Island sound, a noble expanse of water, which dilates to a breadth of twenty miles; the
shores, on either side, being just visible. Dark clouds were now gathering over us, and
the sky assumed a stormy appearance; so that it was unusually satisfactory to remember,
that the God of his people is also the Lord of nature, “and holds the winds in his fist.”
However the moon rose in great glory, and, as the sailors say, “scoffed away the clouds.”
The night became exquisitely beautiful, and was spent partly on the quarter-deck inlively
conversation, and partly in vain attempts to sleep. From the sound we passed into the
open sea, and had no difficulty in weathering Point Judith, which from the meeting of
currents is dangerous in rough weather. As the morning broke, we entered the beautiful
bay of Narraganset, and landed in safety at our desired haven. | use the word safety

with some stress, because | do not consider that the American steam-boats, although
large and commodious, are exactly calculated for the open sea, especially by night. Very
shortly afterwards, a fine new steam-boat called the Pulaski, on her way from Charleston
to Norfolk, was destroyed by the bursting of her boiler, when about 200 persons were lost;
and in the autumn of 1839, on the very same route by which we had now been going, the
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Lexington steamer took fire, and upwards of 150 passengers perished. Nevertheless, this
voyage from New York to New England is a regular daily 150 business. It is 200 miles in
length, and on this occasion lasted only thirteen hours.

Newport harbour is one of the finest on that side the Atlantic, and was the great naval
station of the British, during the revolutionary war. The town, however, which contains
about 9000 inhabitants, and is pleasantly situated on a sloping shore, has now but little
commerce. The island of Rhode Island, on which it stands, is fifteen miles long, and three
and a half broad, and is often called the garden of New England. It is a verdant spot of
earth, well cultivated with different kinds of grain, though partly in pasture, and is much
adorned with apple and cherry orchards; but these unhappily have, of late years, suffered
greatly from the resistless warfare of insects. Much of the ground is rather lofty, so as to
command delightful views of the sea on either side, and the air was, at this time, more
delicious than | am able to describe. | thought it the perfection of climate. The thermometer
was then standing at above 90° at New York, Philadelphia, and other places. But here,
the warmth was tempered by the most salubrious sea-breezes. Well do | remember some
of my country walks at this time, during the clear cool evenings, in company with intimate
friends. The air was perfectly clear, and, when the sun was setting, the heavens seemed
illuminated and dyed all round. The bright crimson melting into the brighter azure could
not, as | thought, be rivalled on our side the Atlantic; except, as | suppose, in Italy.

We found a most comfortable lodging provided for us at a boarding-house kept by a
female Friend, close 151 to the sea-coast; and a solitary rocky shore near at hand,
afforded easy opportunities for bathing. The abundant table which was daily spread for
us by our kind hostess, was distinguished by two articles which may be worth mentioning,
as characteristic of the country. The one is the "black fish," which is caught here in
abundance, and is remarkable for its agreeable flavour; it was our daily fare at breakfast,
and is from one to three or four pounds in weight. The other is the soft moist bread of the
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country, made of a mixture of rye and Indian corn; it is quite sweet, and is considered to be
a very wholesome diet.

In a meadow near our lodgings, | observed in one of my solitary wanderings, the little
private burying-place of the Dyer family. Mary Dyer was one of the three Friends who
were hanged at Boston in the days of Sir John Endicott's persecutions; not long after

the first settlement of Massachusetts. The Nonconformists, who there found refuge from
persecutors at home, soon forgot the principles for which they had been pleading; forbad
any Quaker to enter the province on pain of death, and actually hung this poor martyr, and
two of her brethren, who, in spite of the iniquitous law, were emboldened to visit that part
of the country on a gospel errand. They met their death with perfect composure, and even
with gladness. The story is current in America, that no wheat will grow on the place of their
execution. | mention the circumstance because it was often told me, but | presume that it
may be accounted for by other than supernatural causes.

The "Quaker great meeting," as it is called in the 152 neighbourhood, is the most marked
annual event which occurs on this peaceful island, and great was the multitude of all sorts
of people, who flocked to the large old meeting-house, on the First day of the week; as
well as to another place of the kind, open at the same time, in the sequestered village of
Portsmouth, a few miles distant. We were at Portsmouth in the morning, and at Newport
in the afternoon. At the latter place about 2000 people were present; and amidst so great
a diversity of names and sects, it was not, | hope, unsuitably that we were reminded

of our Lord's words, "One is your master, even Christ." The meetings for discipline
occupied several succeeding days, and the Friends in attendance being accommodated
at large boarding-houses, the evenings were spent at one of these places after another,
in pleasant and profitable communication with numerous companies of young people.
Energy, good sense, and intelligence, with quick susceptibility of feeling, and a determined
perseverance in the pursuit of their objects, are some of the marked characteristics of

the citizens of New England; and we may observe amongst them a greater degree of
bodily vigour than is often seen in other parts of America. It was delightful to observe
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the eagerness with which these simple-hearted young people received such familiar
information and instruction as their visitors were able to communicate. The warm
affections of the heart seem to form in them an invaluable counterpoise to Yankee
independence. | have already hinted that the New Englanders are the only true Yankees—
the name having been given to them by 153 the Indians. My young friends seemed willing
to accept the plain hints of an Englishman, that the independence to which | have alluded
Is not without its dangers and temptations—that it pre-eminently requires the remedial
discipline of the cross of Christ.

On the 5th morning of its session, the yearly meeting, which was somewhat larger than
that of New York, was brought to its conclusion in peaceful solemnity; and in company
with a beloved friend and brother, to whose affectionate attentions | am deeply indebted,
| then undertook a long journey, for the purpose of visiting the Society of Friends, and of
holding meetings with the people at large, in the several states of New England. These
are six in number—Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Vermont,
and Maine. Thou art aware that a yearly meeting of Friends consists of several Quarterly
meetings; which latter are held every three months, being composed of the members

of their constituent monthly meetings. It so happened that a series of these Quarterly
assemblies were about to be held in succession, just at such times as would suit our
convenience in gradually travelling northward; and thus we were furnished with a number
of fixed points by which, in some measure, to regulate our journey.

At Newport | had the opportunity of making the acquaintance of Judge Story, who was
presiding over the circuit court of the United States, then in session at that place. | called
upon him at his lodgings, and was received with that easy urbanity which distinguishes
the public men of America—no set of persons 154 can be more accessible to foreigners,
than they are. His manners and appearance are remarkably lively, his conversation fluent,
his information varied and extensive, and his legal lore almost unrivalled on that side the
Atlantic. He invited me to take a seat by him on the bench; but although time did not allow
of my accepting his offer, the short time which I spent in his court afforded me an evidence

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

of his good sense and acuteness in his capacity of a judge. He was then engaged in trying
a case of mutiny, which had occurred among the seamen of an American merchantman.
We could not wait the issue of the trial.

Our first excursion was along the whole length of this beautiful little island, on our way to
some settlements of Friends on the eastern main land of the state, from which the island
Is separated by a narrow arm of the sea. Over this inlet has been thrown one of those
long wooden bridges, Supported by piles, which are so common in America—the land of
timber.

On our way we paid our respects to another celebrated citizen of New England—Dir.
Channing—who resides during the summer months in a sequestered villa, on this lovely
island, belonging, | believe, to his wife's family. The place is embosomed in trees, and the
garden is carefully laid out in green walks and flower-beds like those of England. He is a
man of slender frame and small stature—his countenance as completely intellectual as
any | know. His manners, in the first instance, appeared to me to be reserved, but he soon
became free and animated when we conversed on the subject of slavery. Though 155 he
Is classed among the Unitarians, having been for many years their favourite minister in
Boston, | believe him to be no stranger to high devotional feeling; and most heartily do |
desire that he may find his rest at last, in the "fulness which is in Christ." Every one knows
that his pen is distinguished for felicitous vigour. His expressive portraits of John Milton
and Napoleon Buonaparte are well known in this country; and his useful little work on the
internal evidences of Christianity, might lead one to suppose that the leaning of his mind is
in favour of evangelical truth. His pamphlets on slavery, on the annexation of Texas to the
Union, and now, lastly, on emancipation, are full of just sentiments, expressed in a most
lively, pointed, and spirited style. Our intercourse on this occasion was short, but was very
agreeably renewed after my return from the West Indies. | then spent a long evening with
him and his amiable wife and family, greatly to my enjoyment. On theological subjects |
thought it best not to touch; but he listened to my story of the West Indies with the deepest
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attention; and, on whatsoever other topic we may differ, | have the satisfaction of knowing
that we are perfectly one in sentiment on the subject of slavery.

On both sides of the inlet of the sea to which | have alluded, the land is strown in great
abundance with a bony fish, of a blueish colour, here called the Manhaden, about the size
of a herring. It is caught in immense quantities on these coasts, and is used chiefly for
manure. We found the effluvia to be no luxury; but it is said not to be unwholesome, 156
and such is the virtue of this manure, that great crops of white clover are obtained by it on
parts of the land, which in their own nature are stony and barren. During the whole of this
drive the sea views presented to us at every turn were enchanting; and | well remember
the enjoyment which | experienced in a long ramble among the hilly woods, interspersed
with granite rocks, on the shore of the main land opposite to the island. Some young
people who were my companions, busied themselves in gathering the wild flowers of the
district, for my amusement. Amongst them were the Arethusa, of a beautiful red colour,
and expanding like a small lily, but | believe of the orchis tribe; a fine yellow cistus; the
blue lupin; the yellow star of Bethlehem; the pink columbine; the blue iris; and a small

red species of calmia, called the sheep laurel, which is very destructive to the flocks.

We also gathered a sweet-scented fern; and my companions showed me the bay-berry
bush. This shrub bears a waxy berry, of which the Americans make excellent candles.
One of the most remarkable animals of this district is a leaping frog with very long hind
legs, the body of a bright green and gold colour. Quails are common here, and at this
season of the year, their melodious cry, which seems to articulate the words "bob white,"
Is heard almost perpetually. Some of the birds which frequent the coast are also well
worthy of observation, particularly the small mackerel gull, extremely taper and delicate,
and the most elegant of flyers. On the sands, | remarked pale yellow birds, like sand-
pipers in shape, and not much bigger than sparrows; running about in large 157 numbers,
regardless of man, and with the greatest agility. As a general remark with respect to the
productions of nature in America, | was brought to the conclusion that the fruits have less
flavour, the flowers less fragrance, and the birds less song, than in our own country. On
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the other hand the eye is more gratified with fine colours than it is here—a remark which
particularly applies to birds, flowers, and skies. To these may be added the butterflies,
which in New England particularly are large, and some of them distinguished for gaiety.
One of a deep orange, and another yellow with black spots, attracted my attention; nor
ought | to forget the fire-flies, which float about during the dark evenings like little stars or
meteors. | understand that they are very small beetles. But, bright as they are, they by no
means equal those which | afterwards observed in Jamaica.

Having completed our short excursion to the east-ward, we returned to Newport, held one
more meeting with our friends in that town and neighbourhood, and early the next morning
took our leave of that delightful centre of sea breezes, in health and peace.1

1 FAREWELL TO RHODE ISLAND.

A long farewell to the verdant isle Where the corn-fields wave and the pastures smile,
And the greenings load the orchard now, And the cherry bends her blushing bough, And
the bread is brown, and soft, and sweet, Without one particle of wheat, And fishes from
the bright blue sea, Strewn o'er the furrow and the lea, Amply repay the boatman'’s toil,
And fructify the fattening soil, And the golden oriole hangs her nest, And the robin swells
his ruby breast, And floating fowls the deep explore, And sports the surge on the circling
shore, Where smooth the sands and level the space That lure the steed to a flying pace,
And health from many a fountain flows, And childhood wears on her cheek the rose, And
thrive the strong, and bloom the fair, And breathes the soft salubrious air, And sparkles
many a vivid eye Beneath the crimson canopy, When the western skies with glory glow
And o'er the east their radiance throw, And, kindled in the Saviour's name, Friendship
emits a steady flame, And Christian love abroad is shed, And blessings are poured on the
pilgrim's head— | weep, for | hear the signal bell, Rhode Island, | bid thee a long farewell!

158

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

We were now moving westward; and, in order to reach the main land of the state in that
direction, had to pass over the Bay of Narraganset by two ferries, each of three miles
length—the small Island of Connanicut lying between them. A meeting of Friends was
settled on this Island, about a hundred years ago, by some eminent preacher; but now
there is only a small remnant left. | well remember the pleasure which | derived from a
passing visit there, to an aged female on the couch of infirmity, whose lively hope and
fervent piety afforded a plain proof that in the absence of external religious advantages,
divine grace may yet be predominant. A green old age, in a religious sense of the term,
was a spectacle which | often enjoyed in the course of my travels in America.

As we passed along by slow stages from meeting to meeting, through a rough and
unproductive country, but one by no means destitute of picturesque beauty, | was pleased
with the simple and hardy appearance of the people. Some of their habits are curious
enough.

159

Women of the middling class, even among Friends, wear necklaces of heavy gold beads,
which have, | believe, descended from generation to generation. | suspect that they are
considered to have some advantageous physical or medical properties; and for the same
reason, | suppose, men in plain clothes, are often to be seen wearing little gold earrings.
Simplicity, industry, and good sense, are the characteristics of the people.

We held meetings at the manufacturing town of Greenwich, on the western coast of
the bay, where the failure of an extensive house had produced a temporary desolation;
after which a long stage brought us to Providence. This pleasant city is built on seven
undulating hills at the head of the bay, and on the banks of a river of the same name.
The views of the bay, from the upper part of the town, are peculiarly lovely. The houses
are chiefly of frame, neatly painted white, and the streets, interspersed with fine elms
and other trees, looked clean and agreeable. The churches and meeting-houses are
large and handsome, and here again the voluntary system seems to be working very
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advantageously. The ministers of the orthodox denominations are in good fellowship with

one another, and their congregations are large. There is a body of Unitarians in the town,

under the pastorship of a gentleman of talent and-benevolence: and the Universalists also
have their meeting-house. But it is evident that the sounder forms of religion have there a

decided predominance.

This result may be partly owing to the beneficial influence of Brown University, which

Is conducted by 160 professors of good religious principles, and superior intellectual
endowments, under the presidency of Dr. Wayland. The president is himself in high
reputation as a theologian and moral philosopher, and is evidently a person of true piety,
as well as powerful talent. | regret that in his work on “Human Responsibility” he has
published an argument against the abolition of slavery in the district of Columbia, on the
ground of constitutional equity. | consider his view on the subject to be a mistaken one;
but it is quite an error, in my opinion, to set him down, on that account, as an enemy to
the cause of emancipation. In the progress of that cause he is sincerely interested; and no
person in America appeared to be more delighted than the doctor, with the good accounts
of the working of freedom, which | had the happiness to give on my return from the West
Indies.

Amongst the hospitable inhabitants of this city, we spent a week of no common interest.
The society there is at once polite and intellectual, and nothing could be more hearty than
the reception which they gave to the Gospel message, which a stranger amongst them
believed it to be his duty to deliver. An interesting meeting was held, by permission of
the president, with the students in the college—160 in number—many of whom seemed
to be under deep religious impression; and great was the multitude which flocked to the
meetings, appointed for the public at large in a vast Baptist meeting-house. During a few
engagements of this description, we were led to contemplate the great features of the
Christian religion, in the 161 view of the glorious attributes of the Father of mercies, and
of the respective offices of the Son and the Spirit. These points are clearly interwoven
with each other, and may be said to constitute the fabric of Christian truth. The more they
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are examined in reverent dependence on Him who is the fountain of light, the more they
will be found to consist with the purest conclusions of sound reason, and with the infinite
perfections and absolute unity of the Supreme Being. Excuse these remarks—I am led
into this train of reflection in the remembrance of a time when a remarkable evidence of
the truth of these things, was afforded me by the joint and concurrent feeling of Christians
—accustomed to a diversity of administration—who appeared, nevertheless, to be “all
baptized by one Spirit unto one body”—all “made to drink of the same Spirit.”

One of the dearest homes which were furnished me in America, was at Providence. My
host and hostess, who are persons of large property and influence, and decidedly religious
character, dwell in a most comfortable mansion in the upper part of the city, surrounded

by a well-cultivated garden, and overshadowed with trees; and they have also a villa in

the country, near at hand, which they frequent almost daily. Their orchards are loaded

with fruit; and their house is the scene of simple but liberal hospitality. | shall not forget

my happy friendship with their young children; but | wish on the present occasion to offer
a brief tribute to the memory of the eldest son of the family—a young man of 20, when |
first knew him—full of health, energy, and generous M 162 feeling, and remarkable for an
acute and even powerful intellect. He was engaged to a young Friend who was in every
respect worthy of him; and when we first became acquainted (several months before my
visit to Providence) he received with gladness the message of life and salvation. | now
found him much advanced in his religious course, but afflicted most unexpectedly with
inflammatory rheumatism, and greatly weakened and undermined in health. | cannot forget
his unwearied and affectionate attentions to me, notwithstanding his sickness; and | fondly
hoped that he would yet recover, and live to adorn his appointed station in the church and
the world—but perfect wisdom ordained otherwise. A few months afterwards, his health
had fallen to a still lower point of infirmity; his heart was affected by the disease; and one
morning, after a single gentle sigh, he suddenly expired. Though very young, he was
extensively known, and beloved by all who knew him. The grief of his family and friends

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

was inexpressible; but we were all consoled by the assurance that his faith and his virtue
had now resulted in perfect and eternal happiness.

Our Society in this neighbourhood, though not very large, contains many valuable and
interesting members—amongst others a “beloved physician,” the favourite practitioner

of the city, and one of the ministers of our little church. In the immediate neighbourhood
of the city, the Friends of New England have a well endowed seminary, in which from

60 to 100 boys and girls are comfortably boarded, and receive an excellent education.

| was much 163 pleased both with the literary and religious care under which they were
placed. The building is large and commodious, on an elevated site—and the view from
the top of it, of the bright clean-looking city, the blue bay, the rivers which flow into it, and
the well-wooded country in full verdure—was one of the loveliest that | saw in America.
On some of the streams there is considerable water power, and in the neighbouring
village of Pawtucket, extensive cotton mills and manufactories are carried on with much
order and success. Although the celebrated tariff on British manufactured goods (which
once excited the warm indignation of South Carolina) is now so much lowered, and the
manufacturers of New England are deprived in consequence of the protection which they
formerly enjoyed, it was evident to me that these persons were substantially prosperous;
and that as labour becomes cheaper they will gradually outstrip the English manufacturer
in the American market.

Before | quit my record of these agreeable scenes, | must endeavour to do a little justice
to that singularly comfortable little republic which had been lately under my notice—of
course | mean that of Rhode Island. By the census of 1830, this state contained about
90,000 inhabitants, a number which now must be considerably increased. It is however,
comparatively speaking, a small community, and the territory is also small. The soil is by
no means particularly fruitful, and there is great room for improvement in the agriculture
of the district. Although much of the land is interspersed with fragments of granite,

and M 2 164 with woods which are picturesque rather than luxuriant, there can be no
doubt that it might be greatly improved, were the attention of the people less directed to
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manufacture, and more to farming. The population is healthy, active, intelligent, and, |
believe, moral; the government cheap and unpretending,—their king being paid only £100
per annum; taxation almost nothing; education general; literature cultivated, among the
more refined classes, to no common extent; sound religion on the voluntary system, not
only maintained, but diffusing itself with increasing energy; and law seldom overborne

(as in some other parts of the Union) by that degraded liberty which defies control. | must
acknowledge that the political condition of Rhode Island appeared to me to be highly
respectable, and | scarcely know where one could find a community among whom—
cceteris paribus —it would be more desirable to dwell. To a considerable extent these
remarks would apply to the other states of New England, but perhaps not so fully. The
account which | have given thee of this part of my travels, though certainly very favourable,
Is as far as | know, impatrtial.

| am, &c. &c.

LETTER XIV.

Earlham, 2 nd month, 27 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

Within a day or two of the close of the 6th month (June) 1838, we took our leave of our
numerous kind friends at Providence, and were swiftly conveyed down the blue waters

of Narraganset, 30 miles, to Falls River, a manufacturing town of 7000 inhabitants, on

the eastern coast of the bay. It is pleasantly situated on a rising ground; and the water
power, afforded by the falls of a small river which runs through it, sets many a cotton mill at
work. It is evidently a rising and thriving place. At “candle-light,” as the Americans say, we
held a meeting with the inhabitants in the new and commodious Friends' meeting-house.

It was pretty well attended, though on the evening of a working day; and for ourselves,

the comfortable dwelling of a hospitable member of the Society, afforded us every
accommodation for board and lodging. Notwithstanding the great heat of the weather,
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we had been refreshed, after our labours at Providence, by our agreeable voyage; and
the next morning enjoyed a long drive, through a rocky and wooded country, to another
settlement of Friends in the little village of Newtown in 166 Massachusetts. There also
we were engaged in a public meeting, and enjoyed, among some pious, simple-hearted
people, the welcome of a cordial hospitality. In the afternoon we pursued our journey to
New Bedford, a town on the southern coast of Massachusetts, of 11,000 inhabitants,
admirably situated for commerce, and built on the brow of a hill which overlooks the sea.
Many of the houses, in the upper part of the town, are built of stone, and form a series of
as elegant residences as can be found any where in America. The weeping elm and other
trees abound, and the place, as a whole, presents an uncommon scene of beauty and
neatness.

The great expensiveness of some of the houses is the result of the commercial prosperity
of the place—its inhabitants having grown rich on its principal trade—the South Sea whale
fishery. Many a noble vessel leaves this port every year in the pursuit of the spermaceti
whale, and many a story of adventurous exploits is brought back with the annual supplies
of the oil and spermaceti. We were interested in observing the process by which the
spermaceti is prepared for candles. Another article frequently brought home in these
vessels, for the amusement of the women who are left at home, is an amazing variety of
the shells of the South Seas, of which many beautiful collections are to be seen in New
Bedford.

On the day after our arrival, large meetings were held in the meeting-house belonging

to our Society, which, in this place, forms an important part of the community. The
attention paid to religion in New 167 Bedford is general, and the orthodox denominations
form a large majority. There is, however, a considerable body both of Unitarians and
Universalists. The former chiefly consist of the more refined and educated classes. They
appeared to me to form, in Massachusetts, an aristocratic caste, quite as much as a
religious sect; as if it was inconsistent with the claims of polished intellect, and especially
with the functions of public life (to which many of them are devoted) to be trammelled
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with what they regard as the superstitions of orthodoxy. Universalism may be described
as a sort of heretical Methodism, in which an appeal is made, with no small measure

of zeal, to a less cultivated part of the community. | had reason to believe that many

low free-thinkers were embraced in this sect; and | fear that the leading tenet on which
they are accustomed to dwell, is spreading among the people. It is that the doctrine of
eternal punishments forms no part of Christianity—that good, bad, and indifferent, will

all be ultimately saved. Thus the scriptural view of human responsibility is dangerously
undermined, and the foundation of Christian morals shaken. Amongst too many, the

very notion of retributive justice in a world to come, seems to be discarded, and the evil
passions of human nature are let loose in proportion. The diffusion of this line of sentiment
Is one of the worst features of the present state of society in New England. Yet | am by no
means seriously alarmed on the subject. It was evident to me, as | journeyed along from
city to city, and from village to village, that the phalanx of those who are attached to the
sound principles of the 168 Christian faith is growing stronger; and that the various forms
and degrees of infidelity, although in somewhat turbulent action, will never prevail.

Early in the week, in company with numerous friends, | set off on a steam-boat voyage
of sixty miles, for the island of Nantucket, in which the Quarterly Meeting of Friends, in
this district, was about to be held. We stopped on our way for a supply of fuel at Martha's
Vineyard, an island of considerable size. Here a discovery has lately been made, at

a depth of 40 feet underground, but of 100 feet above the level of the sea, of some
saurian teeth, | believe fossilized; also of the undecayed teeth of sharks, which must,

on a calculation of proportions, have been no less than 70 feet long. Martha's Vineyard
presents no feature of beauty. This certainly maybe said of Nantucket also, which was
once well wooded, but is now a region of sand, almost a dead level, and with scarcely a
tree to be seen upon it. It is, however, partly covered with a light herbage, which sustains
some thousands of sheep, and the mutton is said to be the best in America. The island
Is fifteen miles in length, and three and a half in breadth; and uninviting as its aspect is to
the stranger, it is beloved with an almost romantic ardour, by the simple-hearted, hardy,
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and hospitable people to whom it is a home. Separated as they are by 60 miles of ocean
from the inhabitants of the main land, they have preserved rather a singular simplicity

of manners. The square open carts which form their only mode of conveyance, are
exceedingly rough, but their houses are neat, cleanly, and comfortable. Notwithstanding
169 standing the awkward sand-bar, which runs across their harbour to the north of the
island, and the dangerous shoals on the south, which have been the scene of many a
destructive shipwreck, the industrious people of Nantucket have long carried on the whale
fishery, to a great extent. Almost the whole of them live in one large town close by the
harbour, and they have all the appearance of a contented and respectable community. In
this town there are still to be found upwards of a hundred families of Friends. The whole
population is 7000; and great was the willingness which they evinced, even on the working
days of the week, to attend our public meetings for divine worship.

The-sword-fish is commonly caught here. | observed that it has no teeth; its skin is nearly
black, and its sword portentous. This vast creature (often about 200 Ibs. in weight) is

here a favourite article of diet. Its meat furnished me with a breakfast, and tasted like
delicate veal. When our religious engagements were concluded, we returned by the same
conveyance to New Bedford, and highly agreeable was our voyage. The weather was
warm and clear, and a brisk head wind, against which our steam-boat carried us along in
triumph, fanned us to perfection. | was surrounded in the boat by a group of ingenuous
young people, whose good sense and good humour could not fail to, add to my pleasure.

On our return, to New Bedford, a few days were passed in a succession of religious
engagements in that town and its neighbourhood. One of these was 170 a meeting at

a romantic spot in the country, called Aponagansett. Here, in former days, was one of

the settlements of the Aborigines. It is surprising how completely the tribes which once
hunted among the rocks and woods of New England, or fished upon her coast, have now
disappeared from the whole face of the country. A few lingering remnants of them, indeed,
are to be found in one or more of the states, especially Maine; but for the most part, no
memorial of them is left, but certain names of places which are obviously Indian. These,
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amidst the curious medley of names which distinguish the geography of the United States,
stand pre-eminent in point of elegance, and beauty of sound. The weather, at this time,
and, indeed, during the whole of the summer of 1838, was extremely hot, the thermometer
ranging from 80° to 90° in the shade. In Philadelphia it rose to 102°. The Americans
themselves seemed much oppressed by this degree of heat. To me it was by no means
disagreeable; for there is something stimulating in the clear atmosphere, and when the
sea-breeze was blowing, the temperature was delightful. | cannot, however, be surprised
that the health of the Americans often suffers from their own climate, when | remember
the sudden and violent changes to which it is liable. During my journey, at this season, in
Massachusetts, | observed that the foliage in a certain district, was completely destroyed,
or rather dried into blackness. This singular effect was owing to the frost of a single night,
and wherever the enemy had penetrated, not a tint of green was left.

171

| observed this circumstance, as | was traversing the south-eastern part of Massachusetts
which ends in Cape Cod—the whole promontory, which is of considerable extent, being
familiarly called “the Cape.” In this district, there are settlements of Friends at Falmouth,
Sandwich, and Yarmouth. Early in the 7th month (July), my kind companion and | took
our last leave of our many hospitable friends in New Bedford, and were conveyed in a
steamer, to a small village on the southern coast of the Cape, called Wood's Hole. There
we were met by a Friend, with my own wagon and faithful horses, which had helped me
along for so many hundred miles in the west and south; and after having served another
travelling minister in the interim, were now destined to accommodate us for a long journey
to the north and the east. Our equipage was humble, and somewhat rough, but it served
our purpose well; and as we proceeded, at no rapid pace, from meeting to meeting, we
had abundant opportunities for observing the country, and communicating with the people.
The former, on this promontory, has little beauty to the eye of an Englishman. The solil is
much covered with low stunted wood and fragments of rock; but occasional strips of fertile
land repay the toil of that minor portion of the people which is engaged in agriculture.
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In the course of our drive, | observed the “boblink,” a small kind of blackbird, with white
head and wings, which is known by its lively chirp, its name being the imitation of the
sound. It is common in most of the northern states. Locusts, with transparent 172 wings,
and bodies of about an inch long, were flying about in every direction. | was assured by
our intelligent guide, that these animals make their appearance every seventeenth year.
This happened to be one of the years in question, but they were not numerous enough to
make much impression on the vegetation.

| was informed that the inhabitants of “the Cape” were about 30,000 in number; their chief
occupation is salt-making (from the sea water) and fishing. Though strangers to what

we should call luxury, they are most independent folks, every man finding a comfortable
dwelling in his own little white painted frame-house, and supporting himself and his family
by his own labour. These people are greatly attached to their native soil, rough and barren
as itis, and, as far as | could learn, they wanted for nothing. Schools and meeting-houses
abound amongst them, and the tone of morals and religion is unquestionably favourable.
Our Friends, at their three settlements, gave us the kindest reception; and we left “the
Cape” under the agreeable impression, that, in this secluded district, destitute as it is of
any thing like wealth, there is much of sobriety and substantial happiness. Heartily do |
wish, that the peasantry of Great Britain and Ireland were as generally comfortable and
virtuous as the sturdy inhabitants of Cape Cod.

From Sandwich, a pleasant little town on the north-western edge of “the Cape,” we set
off on our journey of three days to Boston. On our way, we visited Plymouth, a sea-port
town, celebrated in American history as the landing-place of the “pilgrim 173 fathers.”
The stone, or rather sea-washed fragment of rock, on which they first set their feet,

has been transferred from its original location, and is now placed in the centre of the
town; it is surrounded by an iron railing, and bears the date of the event, A.D. 1620.
Well would it have been if these fathers had steadily maintained, in their own conduct
and government, those principles of equity, mercy, and peace, which they so warmly
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advocated when themselves suffering persecution in our own country. But irresponsible
power is generally found to be too great a temptation even for the good. The pleasantly-
situated town of Plymouth was once flourishing in a commercial point of view; but now it
has the appearance of decay, which | understand to be owing to the formation of a sand
bank, in front of the harbour.

From Plymouth, we drove to the sequestered village of Pembroke, where we found a small
body of Friends; and were kindly welcomed at the house of an intelligent farmer, in the
depth of country retirement, and under the shade of beautiful trees. The farmer, his wife,
and little boy, “piloted” us to Boston, where we found accommodation at an excellent hotel,
and spent several hours—proceeding in the evening, to the neighbouring town of Lynn.

The extreme heat which was then to be felt in the streets in Boston, formed a singular
contrast to the equally intense, cold, generally experienced there in the winter. We climbed
up to the top of the state house, and from this elevated position, enjoyed a magnificent
view of the whole city and 174 neighbouring country. Immediately below us, lay the
“‘common,” a large verdant space, left vacant for the health and recreation of the citizens,
and adorned both with wood and water. The city, including this common, occupies the
whole surface of a circular peninsula. The streets, though not very broad, are handsomely
built. The population, now upwards of 90,000 in number, is actively devoted to trade, and
the whole appearance of the place reminds one of London. Making allowance for the
difference of size, the similarity between the two cities is striking. The safe and beautiful
harbour of Boston, together with the sober and intelligent character of its inhabitants,

may be said to ensure its continued and increasing prosperity. Close by the town is
Bunker's Hill, where a monument is erected in commemoration of the victory which the
Americans gained there, in the revolutionary war. In the suburb, which goes by the name
of Charleston, is the state penitentiary, which is conducted, like those at Columbus, Sing-
Sing, and Auburn, on the silent system—the prisoners working in companies. | much
regretted that no opportunity offered for my visiting this prison; but from the statements
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which | have received, | conclude that it is one of the best specimens of the system which
can be found in the United States.

Although | was obliged, on the present occasion, to curtail my visit to Boston, | returned
repeatedly to that city, and once held a public meeting with the inhabitants, in a large
building, which (like those already mentioned in New York) may be hired for any religious
or philanthropic use. | remember | 175 was then led to plead very earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints—to dwell both on the evidences and the essential doctrines of
the Christian religion.

A large proportion of the people of Boston are, by profession, Unitarians. Several
individuals of this description, who live there, are personally known to me; and far indeed
am | from any desire to underrate the moral worth and respectability which attach to their
character. It is nevertheless cause for lamentation, that a view of religion which excludes
several important and fundamental evangelical points, should be now prevalent, and
fashionable, where, in the days of the early settlement of America, it was wholly unknown.
Certain it is, that many of the more wealthy and polished inhabitants of Boston belong to
this sect; but the orthodox part of the community is said, to be decidedly gaining ground;
so that the proportion of the people, which ranges under the banner of sound religion, may
be regarded as considerably enlarged.

The places of worship in this city, and, indeed, throughout the states of New England, both
in town and country, are both numerous and large, and are unquestionably well attended
by the population. The quiet appearance of Providence, Boston, and other towns, in these
states, on the First day of the week, is remarkably satisfactory; and the only circumstance
which changes the face of things, is not less gratifying—I mean the pouring forth of the
mass of the population to and from their respective meeting houses. It is my decided
judgment, that in this 176 highly important particular, New England, has on the whole, the
decided advantage over the mother country.
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The state of Massachusetts, by the last census, contains a population of upwards of
700,000; and every 1200 inhabitants are represented by one member in the legislature.
The result is a House of Commons somewhat larger than our own. Education is general
throughout the state; the people are orderly, intelligent, and industrious, and for the most
part, obedient to the sway of the laws. It cannot, indeed, be denied, that liberty in New
England, is, in general, so well checked by the restraints of law, as seldom to degenerate
into licentiousness.

Having made these remarks in favour of the constitutional fabric and general character of
these states, | am bound in fairness to mention certain exceptions which may be deemed
to have arisen, in part at least, from the democratic freedom here so entirely prevalent.
The question of slavery has raised mobs in Boston, and other towns of New England, as
well as in Philadelphia. The first public efforts of the abolition societies were met by violent
attempts to put them down, wholly at variance with the good order of society, and even
with the principles of democracy itself. On the other hand it must be confessed, that in the
train of the abolition movements in New England, some dangerous sentiments have been
advanced and advocated. | allude to the new-fashioned notions which have been of late
so much in vogue respecting the rights of women, passive non-resistance, the immunity
of children from punishment, and even the 177 equalization of property. On these different
topics, there has arisen, of late years, an uncontrolled wildness of sentiment, which, were
it to prevail, would soon be found to be utterly inconsistent with the most fundamental
principles of civil, social, and domestic order. When male and female itinerant lecturers
are heard declaring that women have in all respects the same civil and political rights

and duties as the stronger sex—that no resistance ought to be made, even by peaceable
legal proceedings, to the violence of the thief or the murderer—that no allegiance is due
from the Christian to any civil government, whatsoever—that children are at liberty to
follow their own courses, and that it is unlawful for a parent to punish them—that wives
and husbands may lawfully separate, when they are weary of each other's society—and
that the agrarian law of olden times ought now to remodel the whole affair of property—
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when all these anomalous ideas are let loose each in its turn on an imaginative public, one
cannot but tremble in the view of the consequences. One is brought home more than ever
to the conclusion, that “it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps,”—that, unless he
comes under the restraining influence of Christian principle, the “imaginations” of his heart
will be “only evil continually” in the sight of God.

My consolation in reference to this subject lies in the quiet assurance that the tide of these
notions has been, and will be met by the unbending ramparts of truth; will soon ebb, and
gradually disappear. In the mean time it is of high importance that the N 178 genuine,

and unadulterated cause of the abolition of slavery, should be steadily maintained by all
who love the truth—that the ministers of religion should clear themselves from the stain of
giving any countenance to the unrighteous system—and that all Christians should unite,
with a temper at once firm and gentle, in the adoption of every fair method for promoting its
immediate and entire extinction.

In the houses which | visited in New England, | seldom met with any kind of fermented
liquor; and it was evident that the practice of abstaining from all such beverage was
increasingly prevalent throughout the more thoughtful part of the community. The air in
those regions is so stimulating, that | found little difficulty in falling into the general practice;
and cordially did I, rejoice in the temperate habits which distinguish so large a proportion
of the rising generation in America. But | confess | had no pleasure in observing the

social cup of tea or coffee exchanged for the glass of cold water; and | was really grieved
when | saw many fine young people, of both sexes, undermining their constitutions (as |
believe) by resolutely restricting their diet to vegetables. It seems to be one of the favourite
devices of the great adversary of mankind, to accompany every virtue with its shadow in
caricature, for the purpose, | suppose, of turning the virtue itself into ridicule, and of thus
diminishing its legitimate influence.

| am, &c. &c.
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LETTER XV.
Earlham, 3 rd month, 3 rd, 1841.
My dear Friend,

| can hardly think of any two places more dissimilar than Lynn in Norfolk, and Lynn in
Massachusetts. The former, with its narrow streets and various remains of antiquity, |
need not describe to thee. The latter is an extensive, airy, wide-spread town, containing,
by the last census, 9000 inhabitants, and consisting of broad, open, unpaved streets,
and neat frame houses, painted white. Weeping elms are to be seen here and there, and
from the upper part of the town there is a noble view of the sea, and of the neighbouring
rocky promontory, of Nahant. It is quite a charming place, and was rendered the more
pleasant, by the comfortable home provided for us. | remember that the table of our kind
host was abundantly supplied with a variety, of fish, and with the wild berries common in
the neighbouring country—blackberries, blueberries, whortleberries, and raspberries—the
last of excellent flavour, and all. refreshing under that warm sky, being usually eaten with
milk.

Although the people of Lynn are partly supported by fishing, their chief occupation is

the manufactory N 2 180 of ladies' shoes. AlImost every body you meet or see, gentle

or simple, is a shoemaker. If thou art desirous of being entirely rid of the notion that
handicraft trades are not gentlemanly , go to America, and the delusion will soon be
dispelled. In New England, especially, the ingenious mechanic, the worker in leather or
cloth, the storekeeper and the farmer, all wear the upright front, and every man is a king to
himself. When these potentates are brought under the dominion of the King of kings, all is
well; but here alone lies the secret of their harmlessness and safety. Crime is rare in these
parts, and were it not for some infusion of those wild sentiments to which | adverted in my
last letter, the Lynn of Massachusetts might be considered a place much distinguished

for sobriety and good order. The undesirable operation of these sentiments may often
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be traced in individual examples. In this neighbourhood | made my acquaintance with an
interesting young woman, who was conducting a large school with admirable propriety

and success. | thought it a sad change for the worse, when she forsook her important,
though quiet station, and became an itinerant lecturer in the antislavery cause. She

was soon engaged in controversy on the subject of the rights of women, wrote letters

in the newspapers, and described herself as “the advocate of truth in its keenness. ”

| mention the circumstance not to disparage the individual, who was evidently acting

under the impulse of an honest zeal, but simply as a specimen of the peculiar nature

and effect of the spirit to which | have alluded. Truth in its sobriety, in its quietness, in

the meekness and 181 gentleness which becomes the Christian—yet not without the
keenness which may be required on occasions—uwill, | hope, prevail over the extravagance
of new opinions; and then | am persuaded the true welfare of our species will be effectually
promoted in the world.

A domiciliary visit to Friends (of whom a hundred and thirty families are to be found in
Lynn, and fifty in the neighbouring city of Salem) occupied my companion and myself

for about three weeks—many hours being of course set apart for the attendance of the
usual meetings, and of public assemblies for worship among the inhabitants at large. |
well remember the daily pleasure which | enjoyed before breakfast, at Lynn, in the use

of the cradle bath, as it was called by the people. It is a hollow in one of the rocks by the
sea coast, which nature fills every day with fresh sea water. My walk to this bathing place
was through a field of Indian corn, then in all the glory of its greenness, the verdure. being
interspersed with the vast yellow blossoms of the pumpkins, growing amongst the corn,
and fine creeping specimens of the pink convolvolas major. The chief recommendation
of my bath, however, was its perfect safety; for sharks are common on this coast, and
not very long before my visit, one of them attacked a sailor who was paddling a little
boat, dragged him into the water, and devoured his prey, before any assistance could be
rendered.
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A few years before, a still more remarkable circumstance occurred on this coast, within
sight of Nahant. It was the appearance of an animal nearly a hundred 182 feet long,
playing on the surface of the water-I believe during several hours. As the story went, his
shape was that of a serpent—the waving lines of his body being very perceptible. His
head was like that of a horse, his colour black, his girth of the size of a barrel. The sailors
went out in boats to harpoon him, but dared not execute their purpose; and | was informed
that one boat actually passed over him by accident, when his form was seen below in

the deeper waters. A multitude of men and women were assembled on the shore, as
witnesses of this rare spectacle. Amongst these were some very sober and intelligent
members of our own society, who repeatedly assured me that they watched the creature,
observed his motions, marked his protruding head—in short that he was literally and truly
the sea serpent. Whether their senses deceived them or not, | cannot pretend to decide,
but it is a curious circumstance, that old Bishop Pontopedon of Norway, describes the
same kind of animal in similar terms, declaring that its body was as big as a barrel, and his
head like the head of a horse. For my own part, | see no good reason why such a creature
should not be numbered among the wonders of the Lord in the deep.

To change the subject to one of a far different nature, it was at this period of my visit to
America, that we received the doleful tidings of the forcible removal of the Cherokee nation
(in number | believe, about 1500) from their reserved lands in Georgia, to the wild regions
west of the Mississippi. There can be no doubt that these Indians had a perfect and
absolute right to the soil on which they 183 dwelt, and which they had already brought into
a state, of profitable cultivation; for this land—their own originally—had been appropriated
to them by the Federal Government, with every possible solemnity of sanction. Georgia
nevertheless decreed that they should either adopt her laws and constitution as their

own, and thus surrender their nationality, or give up their lands, and go forth from the
country into banishment. This decree was covered by the vain pretext of a treaty with

the Cherokees, which was in its nature utterly fraudulent, but nevertheless received the
sanction of the senate, and had now at last been carried into execution. The Cherokees

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

persisted in avoiding any voluntary movement—they were forced from their homes by
troops under the command of General Scott; and although there can be no doubt that

the General conducted this work of iniquity with great skill and kindness large numbers

of these afflicted people perished, during a long and difficult march into the far west.
There, alas, this once peaceable community is torn by dissensions. Two violent parties
have arisen among them-blood has already been shed; and it seems highly probable

that the final issue of this series of wrongs will be the extermination of the tribe. It must |
think be acknowledged by every fair observer that the cruel treatment of the Aborigines,
in different parts of the world, is one of the foulest blots on the character of the nations

of Christendom; nor can it be denied that by this blot both the English and Americans

are deeply stained. In the present instance, the direct participation of Congress, as well
as of the 184 legislature of Georgia, in the nefarious transaction, has converted the
lawless rapacity of individuals into national crime. Can any one who watches the order of
Providence, and believes in the righteousness of God, entertain a hope that national crime
will for ever remain unpunished? The political secret of the mischief lies here—the federal
government at the centre has but little power, and | fear but little will, to check any lawless
movement on the part of individual state legislatures; and many of these, in their turn,

are far too much at the beck of a licentious population, whose especial dislike is directed
against Indians and negroes. In the mean time, an eager pursuit of their own pecuniary
interest confims this dislike, and carries it forward into acts of oppression, which the more
enlightened part of the citizens of America deeply deplore.

The little promontory of Nahant is separated from Lynn by a sand-bank of about a mile

in length; and, at low tide, the ride or drive across is pleasant and easy. Nahant itself is
highly picturesque; some pains have lately been taken to plant it; and near its extremity
are erected a large hotel, a convenient chapel, and some pleasant residences. But the
beauty of Nahant is its rugged lofty cliff of porphyry rocks, which descends precipitously
into the sea, and affords a variety of romantic scenery. Among these rocks, sea bathing is
enjoyed in safety even by the women; and the place is the constant resort of the citizens of
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Boston, during the summer months. Here by the help of a daily steam-boat, they can enjoy
frequent recreation in the midst of picturesque beauty and delightful sea breezes.

185

We spent a few days very agreeably to ourselves in the city of Salem, where we were
again favoured with a comfortable abode in the lap of courteous hospitality. It is a city of
15,000 inhabitants, many of whom have grown rich on the East India and China trade,
which is the principal pursuit of the merchants of the place. It is a well-built town, and the
old elms and chesnuts, which wave their branches over the streets, afforded us a grateful
shelter in the almost extreme heat. Here we pursued our family visits, until the whole
engagement was brought to its conclusion. During the few days of our stay, we formed
many agreeable acquaintances, and held several large public meetings. The Universalists
have a considerable influence in the place.

In a large concluding meeting, the great principles of human responsibility, the awful
sanctions which Christianity has imparted to her code of morals, and the immense
importance of the practical application of the law of holiness, were points on which we
were led to dwell, in much unison of feeling (as | believe) with a vast number of reflecting
people who were present on the occasion.

Before we left Salem, we had the pleasure of inspecting the museum, which contains a
rich collection of East Indian and other tropical rarities, contributed by the merchants and
sailors of the place—no person being admitted a member of the institution, who has not
sailed round the Cape of Good Hope, or Cape Horn.

From this city we “piloted” by several of our affectionate friends to Andover in
Massachusetts, 186 celebrated as the seat of the largest, and | believe the best
theological seminary in America. It is under the care of the Congregationalists, but open
to Christians of every denomination. The appearance of the whole place is beautifully
neat and rural, and one can scarcely conceive of a location better adapted to study. The
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President, Dr. Edwards, kindly appointed a meeting at my request, for the professors and
students to be held in the evening. In the mean time, | enjoyed a leisure opportunity for
communication with an individual whose acquaintance had been an object of my particular
desire—I mean Moses Stuart, who has long acted as the professsor of biblical literature

in this seminary. | need scarcely say that his researches in this branch of study are almost
unrivalled. His work on the Epistle to the Hebrews, in particular, is highly esteemed in this
country, as well as in America. He is about 60 years of age, of a slender person, mild and
most intelligent countenance, and remarkable simplicity and cordiality of manners. Great
is the ease as well as kindness with which he pours forth his information for the benefit of
his friends. We were sitting together, during the afternoon, under the shade of some fine
elms in front of our hotel, and | trust | shall not weary thee by introducing a brief record of
our conversation.

Knowing how deeply he was versed in German theological literature (somewhat more
so than would be generally desirable) | asked him whether neology, among the learned
Germans, was on the increase or decrease. Stuart. —“Decidedly decreasing. Itis a
curious circumstance that the profound researches of 187 their infidel. critics have led to
the development of many facts which not only Confirm the divine authority of Scripture,
but illustrate and establish an orthodox interpretation of its contents. Many valuable
comnentaries have been lately published in Germany, and in the right direction. To be
sure, the Germans are prone to take occasional, flights into the air; they plod through
the mud with intense diligence, and then by way of change, give wings to imaginative
speculations. Their novels are the Arabian Nights' tales renewed; and their theology
partakes of the same romance. Even the orthodox—of B—indulges in speculations on
the creation, which amount almost to pantheism. The sternest fagging is a joyous thing
to these Germans. One of their great scholars has lately produced the best of Greek
lexicons. At the end of his work, he observes that he might then be expected to recur to
the intense labours which he had undergone—the unrivalled tax upon his patience, &c.
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—but all that he could say with truth was, that, while engaged in the composition of his
lexicon, he had been swimming, for 20 years, in an ocean of pleasure.;”

“What dost thou think of the commentaries of Kuinoel and Rosenmuller, for the use or
young, students?” Stuart. —*Young men require the judicious care of a good tutor in the
use of these books, although, as you know, the writers are essentially orthodox. But, in
giving instruction to my biblical students, | make use of no reserves—I freely inform them
of the neological objections to Scripture, and explain how they are refuted.”

188

“Dost thou not find that the sceptical doubt sometimes lays hold of the mind instead of

the answer to it?” Stuart. —“I find about one student in fifteen, who has five doubts to one
reason; but on the whole my method answers well. However | am Careful to do no harm.
| keep in view the precept of the American Dr. Bellamy—‘'Never raise the devil unless you

are sure you can lay him.

“What is thy opinion of Neander's Church History?” Stuart. —*He is a great writer, but not
always perfectly sound in his views; for example, he denies the validity of the Christian
sabbath. He unfolds his subjects with great exactness. My students in joke call him, Dr.
Entvickolung—Doctor Developement.”

“Is Hebrew much studied in America?” Stuart. —"All the students at Andover, study both
the Hebrew Bible and the Greek Testament as a matter of course. As an evidence of the
attention paid by American theological students to Hebrew, my Hebrew grammar has
passed through six editions. | have lately been engaged in a controversy with Dr. Norton,
a Unitarian divine, who has published an excellent book on the genuineness of the four
gospels; but pretends that the gospel of Matthew was originally written in Hebrew, and
that the Greek is only a translation. | consider this notion to be disproved by the old Syriac
version, which is now ascertained to have been made in the first century, or early in the
second. | have lately compared it word by word with the Greek of the gospel of Matthew.
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The correspondence between the two, even as it relates to the smallest particles, is so
exact, as to afford a demonstration that this translation 189 was made from the Greek as
we now have it, and not from any supposed Hebrew copy. It was therefore the Greek and
not a Hebrew Matthew, which was current in the church, in primitive times.”

“What part of Scripture is now occupying thy attention?” Stuart. —“I am now lecturing on
the Apocalypse, which interests and delights me more than | can express.”

“I hope thou art not riding the hobby of unfulfilled prophecy?” Stuart. —“Not I, indeed, |
have no taste for such speculations. Your converted Jew—was here some time since
giving proofs, as he called them, from the Hebrew Scriptures, that the Jews were about

to return in a body to repossess the lands of Canaan; and that Christ would come to

reign over them there, in person, in the year 1860. Nothing could be more puerile and
inconclusive than his arguments. | see nothing in Scripture to warrant the opinion, that our
Saviour will come again to reign personally upon the earth.” “That truly,” | observed, “is

a Jewish notion.” Stuart. —“With respect to the Revelation, it has been said by persons
who wished to disparage its claims to genuineness, that there are no books of its peculiar
style, which belong to the first century. This assertion is fallacious. The book of Enoch,
the epistle of Barnabas, the shepherd of Hermas, the vision of Isaiah, with some other
productions, are all of its class in point of style and construction, and were all written

in the first century. Yet they all fall immeasurably below the Revelation, in weight and
excellence. There is nothing, in my opinion, which more clearly evinces the apostolic origin
of the 190 four gospels, than the comparison of those writings with the spurious gospels
which followed them. Just so, the authenticity and scriptural character of the Apocalypse
Is plainly shown, by the comparison of its contents with those of the unspeakably inferior
productions of the same kind, which were circulated even in the first century. The apostolic
date of the book is capable of being proved beyond the shadow of a doubt. The only
question which can fairly be raised respecting it, is whether it was composed by John the
apostle, or by some other John. The majority of the German critics, even the orthodox
ones, are for some other John; but, for my own part, | have no idea that there was any
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other John, in the first century, except the apostle, who could have addressed the seven
churches of Asia, as they are addressed in the Apocalypse.”

“Art thou acquainted with Dr. Mede's work on the Revelation?” Stuart. —“Oh yes, | have
him by me, but | consider Mede, and id genus omne , essentially mistaken in the plan of
their exegesis. They attempt to explain every successive conflict, described in the book,
as relating to some particular event in history; but | consider these descriptions generic —
a succession of pictures, intended to represent that one great conflict between Christianity
and its enemies, which will finally result in the absolute triumph of the religion of Jesus.”

The meeting in the evening was attended by the president, the professors, and upwards
of a hundred young men. It was, to my feelings, an unusually critical occasion, for | found
myself constrained to 191 touch on science and literature, as well as religion. The extreme
importance of holding the two former in strict subordination to the latter, was the subject
impressed on my own mind. Great was the attention of our quiet and intellectual audience,
and the meeting ended in solemn and refreshing silence.

On the following morning, we pursued our journey to Amherst, in New Hampshire—a small
but pleasant country-town—where we held a public meeting in the evening, lodged at a
small inn, and visited some of the people of the place in their own houses, particularly the
congregational minister. He seemed to have the population as much under his own care,
as if he had been an English parochial clergyman. We then pursued our journey to Weare,
in the same state. Here, there are numerous members, and two meetings, of the society of
Friends. The country through which we passed is hilly and well wooded. Lofty mountains
were seen in the distance; but we did not come within sight of the White Mountains, which
are 6000 feet high, and are a celebrated resort for the lovers of fine scenery. The woods
of New Hampshire are exquisitely beautiful, the light green of the sugar maple being
frequently contrasted with the sombre shades of the hemlock pine—both very attractive
trees to the eye. The maple sugar is here made by the farmers, in large quantities, for their
family uses, and is of a lighter colour than that of Ohio and Indiana. The lobelia cardinalis ,
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that most splendid of wild plants, was seen in abundance, by the sides of the rivulets. The
rocks, like those of Massachusetts, are of igneous origin, generally granite.

192

New Hampshire is the land of mountain pastures; and the cattle, generally horned, and

of a red colour, are remarkable for their size and beauty. After having held a meeting at
Weare, and made the acquaintance of several interesting Friends, we spent a day, under
their guidance, in an excursion to Concord, the capital of the state. It is a long unpaved
town on the banks of the Merrimac river, a stream of much picturesque beauty. The streets
are shaded with noble elms. The number of inhabitants is 5000. Some of them were
unwilling to attend our public meeting for worship, under the apprehension, that we had
come in the character of anti-slavery advocates. The place appeared to us to be peaceful
enough; but George Thompson had here been exposed to considerable danger, and had
been driven from the place by a pro-slavery mob. We were sorry to hear of a circumstance
so disgraceful to New England. The state penitentiary at Concord is well managed on the
silent system. We held a satisfactory meeting with the prisoners, who were about sixty

in number—a very small proportion indeed of the whole population of the state, which is
estimated at near 300,000.

We returned to Weare, where we spent the first day of the week among our numerous
and simple-hearted friends; and the next morning commenced our journey back again to
Lynn. We held public meetings with the people, on two successive evenings, at the busy
manufacturing towns of Nashua and Lowell, both on the Merrimac. The latter is a town of
20,000 inhabitants, and seems very prosperous.

193

Here we were accommodated with the meeting-house of the Free-will Baptists, who are
very liberal in their sentiments, and agree with Friends, in allowing the ministry of women.
Both there and at Nashua, our service in the gospel met with a cordial reception.

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

We had great satisfaction in visiting the factories of Lowell. Cotton-spinning and weaving
are carried on in them to a great extent; and there is also a manufactory of carpets.

The points which chiefly pleased me, were the neatness, order, and comfort of these
establishments; in which respect, they form a strange contrast to many of those in
Lancashire. | found no little children at work; the persons employed, are chiefly young
women, who have as much the air of a decent independence as any one could desire. All
of them were neatly attired, and not a few were wearing gold necklaces and earrings. They
are said to make quite a grand appearance at their places of worship. Undesirable as this
may be, it shows the prosperity of a young, unfettered country. They earn sixteen shillings
per week, on an average, besides their board; and many of them raise a comfortable

property.

In passing through Andover, as we returned, | again called on my friend, Moses Stuart,
and again enjoyed some of his interesting and edifying conversation. | must not attempt to
enter into the detail of this second conference; but | think it right to remark, that, during the
whole of our intercourse, not a word fell from him which betrayed the least unsoundness
in faith or principle; and certainly, he conversed without the smallest reserve. “What do O
194 you think,” said he, as | was about to leave him, “of the apostle's command, ‘Him that
Is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations?’” | replied, that the passage
appeared to me to enjoin Christian love, liberality, and forbearance towards those, whose
religious sentiments do not precisely agree with our own. Stuart. —*Yes, that is my view. |
love all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and am willing to receive them without disputation;
especially when | see the fruit of obedience produced. This is the point to which | chiefly
look.”

“And is not obedience the pathway to knowledge?” Stuart. —*“Yes, surely; who does not
know that our capacity for understanding truth, depends, in great measure, on our state of
heart and feeling? Who, on any great financial question, would take counsel of a miser?”
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“Now, professor,” said I, “my carriage waits, and | must leave thee.” “Well,” he replied,

as he shook me warmly by the hand, “you know there is but one Lord, one faith, one
baptism.” “The baptism of the Holy Spirit, | presume.” Stuart. —"Yes, to be sure; I, for one,
lay but little stress on any other.” Thus we parted, in much mutual affection. He is a person
of singular brightness, and | have done him but little justice. But, in attempting to give thee
some account of his own opinions, in his own words, | hope | have not been travelling out
of my record.

| am, &c. &c.

LETTER XVI.

Earlham, 3 rd month, 8 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

It was now early in the 8th month (August), and Lynn continued to be our head-quarters
for some time longer. One evening was spent in an interesting visit to Marblehead, a small
but prosperous sea-port town, between Lynn and Salem, inhabited by several wealthy
Chinese and East India merchants and sea-captains. These gentlemen seem to be living
with much of the ease and comforts of refined society. One of them showed me a valuable
collection which he had made of Chinese natural curiosities and works of art. An intelligent
and attentive assembly crowded our public meeting in this place.

The next morning was the monthly meeting at Lynn—the assembly of our members for
the purpose of discipline. Thou art aware, that to these subordinate meetings are intrusted
the power and responsibility of carrying into execution the rules of the society, which the
yearly meeting alone has the right to enact. About 150 men, and as many women, formed
the respective assemblies on this occasion. | remember, that in the men's meeting, a
lively discussion arose on a question by which the Friends of O 2 196 New England have
been a good deal agitated—whether it was desirable, that the members of the society,
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and especially the young people, should join the public anti-slavery associations of the
day; or whether it was not preferable, that Friends should pursue their own course of

duty, in promoting the abolition of slavery, in their select capacity, as a distinct religious
body. Several individuals very eagerly advocated a union with the public associations,

but the generality were in favour of the more prudential line of conduct in this respect.
Stranger as | was, | took no part in the discussion of this question, with which it did not
appear to be my province to intermeddle; but | plainly saw, that it was one of considerable
difficulty and perplexity. On the one hand, | was fully prepared to admit the rectitude

of the general principle of the union of Christians of all denominations, in the pursuit of
philanthropic objects which compromise the principles of none of them. On the other hand,
it was impossible for me not to perceive, that the public movement, in this cause, was here
intermingled with collateral points and circumstances, dangerous to the character of the
Christian and the Friend. | believed, therefore, that it was my duty to call upon all present,
to seek after that depth and maturity of religious experience, and that humility, meekness,
and forbearance, in which alone, our most interesting concerns, whether public or private,
can be rightly conducted. | also expressed on this, and on many similar occasions, a
heartfelt solicitude that the difficulties which impeded the union of many Friends, 197 in the
public abolition movement, might not lead them into any coolness or indifference of feeling,
on a subject respecting which the society had so long borne a conspicuous Christian
testimony—that all might be watchful to perform their religious duty in reference to this vital
topic; and move forward in the cause of justice and mercy, as the Lord and Giver of truth
might be pleased to guide them, and open their way.

We had now another important excursion in prospect. On the same evening, we drove
to Boston, lodged at one of the hotels, and, early the following morning, took the rail-
road cars for Worcester, in Massachusetts—a rising town of 8000 inhabitants, forty miles
west of the capital. In this flourishing and good-looking place (adorned, like other towns
and villages in New England, with numerous weeping elms) and also at the neighbouring
pleasant village of Leicester, we held public meetings with Friends and their neighbours,

A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie. By Joseph John Gurney http://www.loc.gov/resource/
Ihbtn.26816



Library of Congress

and again found ourselves in the midst of a community much alive to the subject of
religion. The citizens of Worcester have established an antiquarian society, and have
already formed a public library of 12,000 volumes. But by far the most important institution
in the place, is the state lunatic asylum, which is, in every way, creditable to the republic of
Massachusetts. The building is a noble one, very pleasantly situated on elevated ground,
and in the midst of fine prospects. Here the improved system of management is carried
out, nearly to its perfection. The patients, whether paupers or independent, are managed
with uncommon kindness; 198 and nothing could be better, to all appearance, than the
modes adopted of applying moral remedies to their disease. They ride out, cultivate

the soil, apply themselves to music, and attend congregational worship. While they are
individually treated as free citizens of the state, there is a power over them and round
about them, which they cannot overcome or resist. Dr. Woodward, the superintendent,
who kindly afforded us every facility of inspection, is a person of high reputation in his line.
He assured us, that one-third of his patients, (and therefore | suppose of the insane in
general) labour under no delusion , but are suffering from “moral insanity,” that is to say,
some one affection of the mind has become so predominant, and out of its just proportion,
as to be wholly beyond the control of reason. On this ground, he is of the judgment,

that many persons who are punished as criminals, are, in fact, only maniacs, and are,
therefore, morally irresponsible for their crimes. There can be no doubt, that there is some
truth in this doctrine, but it is surely not without a very dangerous tendency.

There is no such thing in America as travelling by post; but the stage coaches which are
made to contain nine persons within, and can be closed or open on each side as the
travellers please, are commodious conveyances, especially in New England. They are

for the most part admirably well horsed, and as to the drivers—they are gentlemen not
only by name (after the usual American fashion) but in manner. | was often struck with
the mixture in these persons, of a perfect independence with studied politeness. 199 On
most of the principal roads an extra stage coach can be hired without difficulty. In this way
we travelled much at our ease, 65 miles across a country of little beauty or fertility, from
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Worcester to Hartford, a city of 12,000 inhabitants in the state of Connecticut, and on the
river of that name. It is by comparison an old town, and its public institutions are said to
be well worth visiting. Being bound for Newhaven, however, we had no time to inspect
them; and a crowded public coach conveyed us in the evening of the same day to the
latter place. We passed through the prosperous looking village of Middletown on the same
river, and arrived at New Haven on the sea coast of Long Island sound, late at night. The
extreme darkness, illuminated ever and anon by the most vivid flashes of lightning (for we
were in a violent thunder storm) rendered our route somewhat perilous; and when at last
we arrived at the Tontine hotel, we found to our disappointment that not a bed was to be
had. We were happy enough however at length to find accommodation at another inn in
the town. It was the 7th day (Saturday), and late as was the hour, | called at the house

of Dr. Jeremiah Day, the president of Yale College, with a letter of introduction from the
Professor of Theology at Andover. | was anxious to hold a meeting with the young people
of the University. The president had retired to rest, and his lady requested me, if | wished
to make an arrangement with him, to call the next morning before the college prayers,
which are at half-past five. Such are the wholesome early hours of the presidents and
students of American colleges!

200

Accordingly at the appointed time, | presented myself to the president in his college rooms,
and told him of my wish to hold a meeting with the students in the evening. He is an elderly
gentleman of pleasing appearance and grave manners. | remembered that Connecticut
had long been celebrated for a greater degree of puritanical strictness, than any other
state of the Union; and did not feel sure that the application was the more acceptable,

for coming from a minister of the Society of Friends. The Doctor however, after a little
consideration, allowed the meeting to be appointed, and proposed that it should be held in
the “theological chamber” at eight o'clock in the evening. In the mean time we were closely
engaged during the day; our own meeting being held in the morning, with a few friends
who met us from New York, in one of the chambers of the hotel; and the public being
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convened, at our request, at the Methodist meeting-house, in the afternoon. In the course
of the day we called on Professor Silliman, whose assistance we needed, with respect to
some of our arrangements for the evening. He lives in a beautiful spot on the outskirts of
the city, where he received us with great cordiality. He is at the top of the tree of science
in America, and has all the appearance of strong sense and ready talent—I thought he
would class well with the Jamiesons, Whewells, and Sedgwicks of Great Britain. He is
greatly beloved and respected by the students, and happily unites the two characters of
the philosopher and the christian.

At the appointed hour we repaired, not without feelings of fear and diffidence, to the
theological 201 chamber at the college, which was soon nearly filled with young men

who came flocking to the meeting. The respectable president joined our company, which
soon gathered into silence, and we were favoured with a time of great solemnity and
refreshment. We were reminded of our Saviour's words, “One thing is needful.” To lay hold
of that one thing—to become possessed of the pearl of greatest price—seemed to be the
desire of most, if not all present. At the conclusion of the meeting the students overflowed
with kind feelings towards us; and if the president had appeared somewhat reserved in
the morning, he did not now hesitate to express his cordial good will. His government of
the college, which contains upwards of 400 students (it being the largest in America) is
said to be distinguished for ability and prudence; and he is greatly respected by the young
community under his care.

This university was founded in the year 1700, and has long maintained a high reputation.
A religious care is evidently extended over the students. Most of the colleges in America
may indeed be said to be under an evangelical influence; and the seriousness which
prevails among the young men, in many of them, is one of America's best hopes.
Christianity, indeed, is the grand conservative principle in these seminaries, as well as

in American society at large, and affords the only sufficient remedy for those outbreaks
of juvenile independence, which are of no unfrequent occurrence in these institutions. |
had no opportunity of visiting Harvard University, at Cambridge, near Boston, which is
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the most ancient of any of 202 these institutions. This seminary was once remarkable

for rigid Puritanism, but is now conducted almost exclusively by Unitarians. Its literary
reputation is decidedly respectable. | may take the present opportunity of making a general
remark on the literary standing of American colleges. The system of teaching is arranged
by a division of labour as it relates to the objects pursued. One man teaches the classics,
another mathematics, another astronomy, another theology, &c. No one tutor is called to
labour in more than one department of knowledge. As far as | could learn, the effect of this
arrangement, was a respectable measure of attainment in the several branches, on the
part of the students in general. No high honours, and no pecuniary ecclesiastical prizes,
are offered as stimulants to the collegians of America. Accordingly we find, in that country,
no senior wranglers, or medalists, as at our Cambridge—no first-class men, as at Oxford,;
but a fair, general average of scientific and literary attainment, and only a trifling sprinkling
of the dissolute and the idle. In the last respect, the comparatively small size and insulated
situation of many of the colleges, are, in my opinion, a decided advantage.

Newhaven contains upwards of 14,000 inhabitants, and has a fair share of commerce—
chiefly, | believe, West Indian. It is a place justly renowned for its beauty. No one can walk
under the avenue of magnificent weeping elms, with which its principal street is shaded,
without feeling a kind of fascination; and the beauty of the central green which faces the
extensive buildings of the college, is increased by three 203 or four large and handsome
places of worship, built on different parts of it. To me it was certainly a most agreeable
circumstance—one which imparted a moral charm to the scene—that these edifices
belong to as many different Christian denominations (including the Episcopal church) all
on perfectly equal grounds in point of authority, and all pursuing the same great end in
Christian good fellowship.

Although our Sabbath-day had been a laborious one, our prospective arrangements
were such as precluded much rest at the end of it. About three o'clock the next morning,
we set off, in an Extra with four horses (price 18 dollars) for Hartford—37 miles. There
we breakfasted, and then took a second conveyance of the kind, for a drive of 40 miles
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northward, along the Connecticut river, to Northampton, where we had appointed a public
meeting for the evening.

On our way out of the city we made a short but remarkably pleasant visit to Lydia H.
Sigourney, a useful didactic writer, and the poetess of America. She is a married woman,
of middle age, pleasing person and manners—uvery lively, intelligent, and, | believe, pious.
We talked on subjects of a philanthropic, nature, and with her, as with many others, | found
it no undesirable introduction that | was the brother of Elizabeth Fry. My sister's labours

in visiting the prisons of Great Britain and Ireland, and on the continent of Europe, are

well known and much appreciated in America, and our friend Sigourney seemed to take
the deepest interest in them. After cordial greetings, and an exchange of books, 204 we
parted, and | was much pleased to have added so interesting and useful a lady to my list
of acquaintances—I hope | may say, of my friends.

We changed horses, and dined at Springfield, a beautiful town on the eastern side of the
river, which is well known for its manufactories, and contains one of the armories of the
United States. The whole drive was indeed delightful, the views of the winding river, of the
rich “intervale” on either side of it, and of the wooded hills which frame the picture, were
highly fascinating. This “intervale” is considered the richest territory of New England. A
considerable part of it was then covered with broom-corn, an admirable plant of the same
appearance as the Indian corn, but of a loftier growth, and crowned with a feathery head,
of which the sweeping broom is made. The plant produces no grain. It seems somewhat
singular that a most fertile district should produce nothing but brooms. But the cultivation is
highly profitable. Indirectly, this beautiful plant feeds many an honest family.

Northampton is in Massachusetts. It is a place of such remarkable beauty as almost

to tempt a wandering stranger into residence—comfortable white frame houses, noble
trees, commodious meeting-houses, with steeples and spires, a wooded hill with pleasant
residences overlooking the town, the winding river flowing through rich meadows in the
valley below, fine mountains in the distance, and a delightful country on every side. Here
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| was most comfortably entertained at the house of Charles Dewey, one of the judges

of the supreme court of Massachusetts. He 205 is a gentleman of superior parts and
decidedly religious character, and | was glad of the opportunity which this visit afforded
me of understanding the mode of life of a genteel American family, quite unconnected
with Friends. On this and some other similar occasions, | found it to be of the most simple
character, although there was no want whatever of refinement and polish. | can truly say,
that it suited both my judgment and taste.

| had written to the Judge to request him to arrange a public meeting for us on that
evening; but my letter not having arrived in time, we were glad to comply with his earnest
request that we should stay at Northampton over another day. Certainly that day turned
out to be one of peculiar charm and interest. The morning was spent on an excursion to
mount Holy-oak—a mountain composed, like Arthur's seat near Edinburgh, of greenstone;
1000 feet high, and covered with chesnuts, elms, and other forest timber. Mount Holy-oak
Is one of a range of hills, of which the regularly divided summits plainly indicate diluvial
action. We wound up the mountain in our carriage to within one third of a mile from its

top; after which a fatiguing clamber upstairs —for the stones are so laid as to become
stairs—brought us at length to a bare open rock from which we feasted on the magnificent
prospect so eagerly sought by the lovers of American scenery. The weather was radiant,
the atmosphere as clear as possible, and the picture truly admirable. Nothing can well
exceed the beauty of the Connecticut river, which was winding beneath us through deep
verdure, in all kinds of fantastic 206 ways. A number of white villages scattered about
among the woods were seen in various directions; and distant mountains bounded the
horizon.

We returned to an American early dinner at the judge's, and in the afternoon, were
conducted by a pious congregational minister to Amherst college. It was a drive of seven
miles over a cultivated country. The college contains 240 students, under the presidency
of Dr. Humphrey who was then absent. It is an unornamented red brick building in the
midst of a pleasant village. We were cordially received by the senior professor Hitchcock,
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so well known on both sides of the water, as a geologist. His appearance is very pleasing,
and his manners marked by that peculiar simplicity and originality, which indicate the
man of genius. It was arranged for us to hold a meeting with the young men, at half past
five, instead of their usual evening prayers; and in the mean time we were admitted to
the professor's lecture on geology. It happened to be the concluding one of his course,
and related to a part of the subject peculiarly interesting to me—viz. the harmony of

that charming science with natural and revealed religion. The lecture was clear and
satisfactory, and agreed with the conclusions which had been long since formed in my
own mind. Let geology have her full scope in discovering the ancient secrets of the crust
of the earth—she will wonderfully elucidate natural theology, and inflict no wound on the
religion of the Bible. Our meeting with the young men passed off to our comfort. We were
led to dwell on the religious results of sound science, and on the perfect consistency of
evangelical 207 truth with the most enlightened dictates of reason. The student and their
instructors accepted our service with great cordiality.

We had previously been much interested in examining the professor's geological
collection. It contains, amongst other wonders, those curious impressions on new red
sandstone of the feet of some vast dodo-like bird, of which Dr. Buckland has published the
figures in his Bridgewater treatise. The professor assured us that many such impressions
are to be observed among the rocks in the neighbourhood of the Connecticut river, on

the banks of which once stalked, in true American independence, these vast uncomely
creatures—making a progress of about four feet of ground at every step.

On our return to Northampton we found the people rapidly assembling at the “old church,”
a very large building occupied by the congregationalists, and a solemn edifying meeting
for worship crowned the interests of the day. We parted with much affection and gratitude
from our friend Judge Dewey and his family. At four o'clock the next morning we were
roused form our slumbers, and a rapid journey of 100 miles, partly by stage, and partly by
rail cars, restored us to our old quarters at the Lynn of Massachusetts.
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| am, &c. &c.
208
LETTER XVII.

Earlham, 3 rd month, 9 th, 1841.
My dear Friend,

In attempting to give thee an account of a further journey through New England, which
lasted several weeks, | shall endeavour to avoid much, of minute detail lest | should be
found guilty of an uninteresting sameness. Slowly progressing in my homely wagon from
one meeting to another, and lodged and boarded, as | went along, in the humble but
comfortable dwellings of the scattered members of our religious society, | found much of
daily comfort, as well as of constant occupation in the pursuit of the most interesting of
objects—the dissemination of Christian truth. Before | enter upon any description of our
daily travel, | will make a few general remarks.

The weather, during the whole of this summer and the early part of the autumn, was warm
and clear, with little interruption; so much so, that the country, in many parts, was dried
up, and the young crops of Indian corn, although a high degree of warmth is essential to
them, were evidently withering. It is probable that this was a season of unusual heat and
cloudlessness; but it is worth observing that the basis of the weather in North America,
and especially in 209 New England, is sunshine. If it “storms” for a few hours (as the
Americans say when it rains) we are sure to revert to a clear sky and a bright sun; and
certainly nothing can be imagined more lucid than the evening skies of New England,
when, just after sunset, the brightest orange or crimson is seen melting into azure. It was
often my practice, at this time of day, to enjoy a solitary wander, apart from the haunts of
men, and to converse in mind with the far distant objects of my nearest affection.
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| remember that in one of these evening walks, on the northern border of Massachusetts,
| was much amused by observing the singular motions of the night hawks, an elegant
species of goat sucker, with long brown wings spotted with white. About a dozen of them
were flitting about me, very much in the manner of bats. These birds have a singular cry,
but not so articulate as that of the whip-poor-will, another bird of the same species, with
which | afterwards made my acquaintance. The night-hawks build no nests, but lay their
dingy white spotted eggs on the bare ground.

Our journey lay through Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine; and although our

lot was seldom cast with the opulent or the polished, the condition of our Friends, and,
indeed, of the population generally, was one of great independence. Almost every man
was dwelling in his own tenement, farming his own land, or serving in the little store of
which he was himself the proprietor. In the several towns which we visited, it continued to
be a constant source of satisfaction to observe how well the population 210 was supplied
with the means of religious instruction; and how completely on a par with each other were
the ministers of the different religious denominations. If, in our own country, the preachers
of the Methodists, Independents, Baptists, &c. are in some measure a depressed class, as
compared with the clergy of the Church of England, and if some bitterness of feeling is the
frequent consequence on both sides, no such results are to be found in the towns of New
England. There the ministers of the different sects which are here regarded as dissenters,
seem to breathe more freely, to walk and move more independently, and to act, if | may so
express myself, with more of an easy and uncontrolled vigour.

The clergy of the Episcopal Church in New England—that celebrated refuge of British
Nonconformists—are comparatively few, but, as far as | could learn, of a highly
respectable character. It was often my lot to converse with this class of ministers in
different parts of the Union, and | almost always found them intelligent advocates of
evangelical religion. If the ministers of other denominations gained by their equality with
those of the Episcopal Church, it was perfectly clear to me, that the latter were equally
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gainers, by the absence of any peculiar authority or worldly advantage. Take a hundred

of the episcopal clergy of America, without selection, and compare them with those of

any particular district in England, amounting to the same number—and the quantum

of evangelical attainment will, as | believe, be found to preponderate on the side of the
Americans. Among the hundred English clergymen 211 there will certainly be examples of
learning, and perhaps also of elevated piety, of which no parallels may be found among
the hundred Americans; but the average of the latter will stand the higher. Before | quit this
subject, | will just express the regret which | felt in observing that high church views are
increasingly prevalent among the clergy in America. Many of them have exchanged their
former liberality for an exclusiveness which does not seem to befit their actual situation,
and not a few of them have lately adopted the views, familiarly known by the name of the
“Oxford heresy.” But there is nothing in the constitution of American society to nurture such
feelings and notions. We may hope, therefore, that like many other excitements, into which
the Americans are prone to fall, they will prove evanescent.

But for our Journal.—On our return to Lynn, the Friends of the district assembled at their
Quarterly meeting. It was a large and interesting body of persons, and we took our leave
of them in much Christian love. It was near the close of the 8th month, (August) when
we journeyed northward on our progress towards Canada. After passing through the
pleasant little town of Ipswich, (white frame houses and flourishing elms as usual) we
stopped at Newbery-port, a large town on the mouth of the Merrimack. The appearance
of this place did not, as | thought, indicate much of prosperity; and from the dull aspect of
the town, | concluded that but few persons would trouble themselves to attend our public
meeting in the evening; but, contrary to my P 2 212 expectations, the people assembled in
large numbers, and appeared to be remarkably open to profitable impressions. Near this
place there are two chain bridges over the Merrimack—the only ones | saw in America.
They form a pleasing variety from the inclosed wooden corridor—unsightly in itself, and
excluding all view of the river one is passing over—which is the universal bridge in the
United States.
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After holding several meetings in the north-western corner of Massachusetts, we drove
on to Dover in New Hampshire, a pleasant town of nearly 4000 inhabitants, nested in

a picturesque valley on the Cocheco river. Here we held large public meetings; and
afterwards went forward to North Berwick in Maine, where the Quarterly meeting of the
district was about to assemble. The body of Friends is large, and the inconvenient old
meeting-house was surrounded, as we approached it, by about 100 vehicles of different
descriptions—the horses standing with the carriages, “hitched” after the usual manner, to
wait the convenience of their masters. A remarkable flow of religious feeling seemed to
pervade the assembly. We returned to Dover, where a most hospitable house and family
now afforded us our head quarters; and early the next morning, set off on an interesting
excursion, of several days, into the heart of New Hampshire.

A drive of seventeen miles, over a hilly country, brought us to the settlement of New
Durham, where, after our meeting, we were entertained in the greatest simplicity by a
mountaineer farmer's family, which afforded a cheering example of simple piety, wholly
213 out of the way of the world. We enjoyed the fine healthy country, tossed into high hills,
and abounding in granite rocks and maple woods. Oxen of great symmetry and beauty,
were feeding in numbers on the sweet pasture with which the hills were clad. In the
afternoon we went forward in the pursuit of similar duties to another scattered settlement,
named Rochester, where we met with the like rough and simple accommodation among
persons who love Christian truth, and are heartily willing to entertain its advocates. The
next day was the First of the week, and a drive of sixteen miles, over extremely hilly
roads, brought us to Pittsfield, a manufacturing village. Friends and their neighbours
were there assembled to meet us at our morning worship; and after dining on the bacon
and vegetables which are the usual fare of this country, we drove twelve miles further to
Gilmantown, the seat of a little settlement of Friends, and of a theological seminary. The
people of the place crowded to the small Friends' meeting-house in the afternoon, and

in the evening, the Congregational house was freely opened to us. The vacation at the
seminary had just commenced, but some of the students were present on the occasion;
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and the sufferings of our Saviour, as described in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, formed the
subject of our consideration in the midst of a large and attentive assembly. Gilmantown is
remarkable for its picturesque beauty; but finer scenery awaited us on the morrow, when
we held our meeting at Wolfsborough, a village on the borders of Winnipisiogie Lake.

214

Here, also, we were lodged and entertained by persons of a very original character.
Indeed the population of these districts is generally very pleasing, their persons strong and
good-looking, and their manners of a Swiss simplicity. Although their living is somewhat
hard, the