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« GREAT DBRUITAIN,

SUBSTITUTE HOME
NOW ON PROGRAM
FOR MEN OF A.EF

Would Provide Places in
Army Centers to Meet
‘American Girls

FIRST IN TOWN NEAR LINE

Dances, Card Games, Tea Wauld
Be Enjoyed, Not to Mention
Heart-to-Heart Talks

A cozy, inviting, home-like house where
lonesome doughboys will” find friendly
and charming American girls waiting to
talk to them and make sandwiches

for them and sing to them and dance
with them around the phonograph — a
series of such houses to be opencd In
all those Freueh towns where Yankee
soldiers crowd thickest—that Is the pro-
posal now being perfeéted by various
organizations in and outside the Army.
-The\ will 16t be Y.M.C.A. huls nor
T.W.C.A. huts nor “hostess houses,” in
the sense of that term as it has bouu

used in the cantonments back in the
States. The hope i3 to create something

that will deserve the name of Substitute
Home. The present plan is to open the
first of these homnes as an experiment in
a town quite close to the front. 1t will
be manned (laughter) by 12 Americen
girls,

Thix house and all that may follow it
is based on the realization that, in an
army of young men . from three to six
thousand miles from home, there are
times when there is nothing in the world
a soldicr needs and wants quite so much
as just the chance to sit and talk with
the kind of girl he used Lo call on in his
own home town, that there is nothing
that would do his pep and his immortal
goul more geood than just the chance.
once in a while, to drop into a‘pleasant
house made {riendly and pleasing to the
eye by the artful hands of some gentle
Amecrican woinen.

Card Games and Dances

There would be rooms to read in, rooms
to write in. Probably there would be
teas and ice cream parties. Certainly
there would be eard games and dances,
Above all, there would be just such
heart-to-heart talks as the wall of every
veranda in Amerlea could tell if walls
had ears.

There is no present intention of bar-
riug anybLody from these hospitable
houses. There is no reason why a man,
Just beeause he has been commissioned,
should therefore be coldly received. But
these hostesses will be blind to bars, and
oflicers wishing to come to the pariy
must spiritually hang thelr Sam Drowne
belts on the fence outside. |

If the first house is a success and the
pian unfolds throughout the AL.TF,,
there is no reason why the staff of each
bouse should not be supplemented in

any given afternoon by American girls
who _h.mpen to be working in that
vicinity.

a center there are charming
teleplione girls, Y.M.C.A. aids,
workers, Red Cross girls—
such as the veterans of the Smith Col-
lege Unit—a small army of devoted
Xmerican  women in France, many of
whom have the gifls and the goodwill
to play occasional hostess in such a
house. In addition to those who might
be summoned from America for the pur-
pose, the houses would therefore do a
Lig work if they did nothing eclse than
provide places where fthe American sol-
diers and the American women in
France might meet and ialk together
withoul any one’s throwing a fit.

NEW LEAVE AREAS
CLOSE TO FRONT
FOR SHORT STAYS

Apai‘tment House and He-

tel Are Leased in City
Near Line

In many

T.eave areas, like movable kitchens,
are now moving right up into the mear
vicinity of the front

Aheudv in one large center in the
Z. of A. the Y.M.C.A. has leased a large
hotel where it is providing accommoda-
tions for oflicers and men on the brief
24 or 48 hour leaves which are .now
being granted from time to time.

Eventually this particular hotel will
be used as an oflicers’ club, but in ad-
dition to it the Y.M.C.A. has leased
and is fitting up a large apartment
house to be used as a dormitory and
canteen for enlisted - men. This ‘will
shortly be 1in- operation, to make
pleasanter the week-end or mid-week
petites permissions of the Yanks sta-
tioned on that particular part of the
front.

Chance for Clean Clothes

Other arrangements are also- under
way to miake the townsg of the back-
frout area more comfortable for men on
short leave. At all towns which men of
combat divisions may be allowed to visit
in betwecen raids and things, an effort
will be made to provide adequaie bath-
ing, laundering and clothes-drying and
r,-leunm" facilities. Entertainment of the
real andup-to-date American sort will
also be provided, so that doughboys and
others will not have to rely on the {wo-
year-o0ld Chaplin films ef which the pro-
vincial cities of France are so enamored.

In co-operation with the Association
of French Homes, the Y.M.C.A. has
joined in the fitting up of a clubhouse
for oflicers of the A.ELF. at Moulins,
which lies in the depariment of Alher
between Nevers and Clermont-l-‘ermud.
This leave center is in the middle of one
of the most important recreatlon
grounds in France, the country round
about being especlally sultable for fish-
ing, hunting and tramping.

The lesve center at St. Malo on the
Brittany coast. had on its roster 500
men on Monday with new arrivals
coming in at the rate of 120 a day.

and of making it impossible for

THE PRESIDENT'S
LABOR DAY SPEECH

So many different versions of the Pres-
ident’s Labor Day speech have been
published on this side, at least one of
them grossly inaccurate, that the fol-
lowing version, corrected and containing
if at all only such minor errors-as are

bound to creep in in transmission, I$
here published for the A.EF. It is a

clear exposition of America's reasons for
being at war with Germany.

My Tellow-citizens: Tabor Day, 1018
is hot like any Labor Day that we have

fnown. Labor Day was always deeply
significant with us. Nowg it is supremely
significant,

Keenly as we were aware a4 year ago
of the enterprise of life and death upon
which the nation had embarked, we did
not perceive its meaning as clearly as
we do now, '

We knew that we were all partners
and must stand and strike together,
but we did not realize, us we do now,
that we are allsenlisted men, members
of a single army, of many parts and
many taxks, but comanded by a single
cbligation, our faces wL toward a single
objective,

We now know that every tool in every
essentinl indusiry Is a weapon, and a
woapon wielded for the same purpose
that an army rifle is wielded; a weapon
which, if we were to Jay it down, no
ritfle would be of any use.

And 2 weapon for what? What s
the war for? Why are we enlisted? Why
should we be ashamed if we were not
cnlisted?

At first it scemed hardly more than a
war of defense against the military ag-
cression of Germany. Belgiun had been
nol.ue(l and France invaded and Ger-
many was afield agaln as in 1870 and
1866 to work out her ambitlons in Ju-
rope. and it was necessary to meef her
force wlih force.

But it ix clear now that it is much
more than a war to alter the balance of
power in Burope. Germany, it is nhow
plain, was striking at what free -men
cverywhere desire and must have—the
right to determine their own fortunes,
to insist upon justice, and to oblige
their governments to act for them and
not for the private and selfish interests
of the governing class.

It is & war to make nations and peo-
ples of the world sccure against every
such power as the German auntocracy
represents. It is a war of emancipation.
Not until it is won c¢an men anywhere
live free from constant fear or breathe
freely while they o, about their daily
tasks and know that governments are
their servants, not their masters.

This is, therefore, the war of all wars
which labor should support, and sup-
port with all its concontl‘lted power.

The world cannot be snf(-, men's lives
cannot be secure, no man’s rights can
be confidently and successfully asserted
agninst  the rule and mastery . of
arbitrary groups and speeinl interests
s0 long as governments like that which.
after long premeditation, drew Austria
and Germany into this war. are per-
mitted to control the destinies and daily
fortunes of men amd nations, plotting
while onest men work, laying fires on

whieh~ * innocent men. women and
children are to be the fuel
You know the nature of this war. Tt

is & war which industry must sustain.
The army of laborers at home is as im-
portani, as essential as the army of
fighting men in “the far fields of the
actual battle. "And the laborer is not
only needed as much as the soldier in
this war., 'T'he soldier is hix c¢hampion
and representative. To fall to win
would be to imperil everything that lhc
laborer hus striven for and held “dear
since freedom first had its dawn un(l
his strugele for justice began.

The soldiers at the front know this.
It steels their museles to think of it
They are crusaders. They are fighting
for no selfish advantages for theiv own
nations. They would despise anyoue who
fought for the selfish advantage of any
nation.

They are giving their lves that homes
everywhere, as well as the homes they
love In America, may be Lkept sacred
andgsafe and men everywhere bhe free,
as they insist upon lLiecing free. They are
fighting for the ideals of their own land,
great ideals, imnmortal ideals, hlexh
-which shall” light the way for all men
fo" pluoeq where justice is done and men
live™with lifted heads and emancipated
spirits. That is the reason they fight
with solemn jox and are invincible.

Lot vs make this, therefore, a day of
fresh comprchension, not only of what
we are about and of renewed and clear-
eyved resolntion, but a day of consecra-
tion also, in which we devote ourselves
without pause or limit to the great task
of .setting our own country and the
whole world free to render justice to all,
small
groups of political rulers anywhere to
disturb our peace or the peiace of the
world or In any way to make tools and
puppets of those upon whose conseut
and upon whose powers their own
authority and their own very existence
depend.

We may count npon each other. The
nation is of.a single mind. It is taking
counsel with no special class. It is serv-
ing no private or single interest. Ifs
own mind has been.cleared and fortified
by these days which burn the dross
away.

The light of new convictions has pene-
trated to every c¢lass amongst us. We
realize, as.we never reialized before, that
we are comrades dependent on one
another, irresistible when united, power-
less when divided.. And so we join hands
to lead the world ro a new and better
day. WOODROW WILSON.

$175,000,000 FOR SOCIETIES

[By Canre toTHE STARSAND STRIPES]

AMERICA, Sept. 12.—The President
has ordered one joint drive for- funds
for the Y.M.C.A, the Y.W.C.A, the
National Catlholic War Council, mclud-
ing the Knights of Columbus and other
activities, the Jewish Welfare Board.
the American Library Association, the
War Camp Commmunity Service and the
Salvation Army.

The drive will seek to raise
$175,000,000, of which $£100,000,000 is to
go to the Y.M.C.A.. $15,000,000 to the
Y. W.C.A., £30,000.000 to the Catholic
War Council, £3.500,000 to the Jewish
board, $3,500,000 to the TLibrary asso-
ciation, $15,000,000 to the (‘amp Com-
munity service, and $3,500,000 to the
Salvation Army.

HERE'S THE HOYLE
ON CENSORSHIP AS
PLAYED IN A.EF.

G.H.d. Tells How German
Hardware May or May

RULES FOR LETTERS ALSO

Old Regulations Reétated, New
Ones Added in General Order
Just Published

All the latest dope on what you may
and what you may not get past the
censor is brought up to date for all con-
cerned, which meany cvervbody, in a
new Ceneral Order, No. 146, hot from
the G.H.Q. presses. Some of the more
interesting restrictions and releases dure
here re-hashed.

Inasmuch ag every doughboy fresh
from the Solssons-Chiltean-‘Thierry bat-
tlefield is laden with enough German
hardware to open a store, the question
of souvenirs has become a burning one.

All enemy properiy acquired under
any circumstances whatever should be
tnrned over at once to an Intelligence
officer.

“Tlave a heart,” sayy the outraged
doughboy. who las just chased a fat
Germalt colonel for two kilomeiers for
no other reason than because the girl
aceross the street back home had casually
expressed her desire for a Tussar's
Lielmet. But, the order goes on to mollify
him. if the trophy ls not of value to
the 1ntelligence Seetion, it will be re-
turned to the sender. Such trophies may
be of vast importance to the General
Stall ‘as giving identification not other-
wise verified and information about new
cunemy equipment of value to our own
snpply and technical services.

Requires Written Approval

Ax for sending these souvehirs home.
It is absolutely verboten to mail your
father a German machine gun, even if
vou captured ‘it yourself at the point
of a bayonet. Indeed, trophies in gen-
eral, are forbidden except enemy hel-
mets, caps, badges. numerals and but-
tons, and those only on approval by a
lield oflicer, such written approval to be
contained in the package.

There are other limitatipns on what
vou may send home in parcels. You may
not send any necessities of life. You may
ot <end any clothing, except gloves,
handkerchiefy, laces and “such triﬂos
designated ag gifts for the folks, And
the<e can be sent only to the Tnited
States and Canada.  You may not send
Government property and you may not
send explosives.  Whatever desire yon
may have to send Auant Lucey a hand
arenade yon must sternly suppress.
Then there's the question of photo-
araphs. Al members of the AFI, are
forbidden {o° take photographs unless
photography is a part of their ofliclal
dutiea. If you have a camera, you may~

Continucd on Page 2

OFFICERS MAY BUY
UNIFORMS AT COST

UNDER M PLAN

Army W B l';g!oth

and Superwse V\SYk
. Clwllan Tallor )

READYMADES ON SALE, TOO

~

Style Changes Being Worked Out
by Board Soon to Submit Its
Findings to S.O.S.l Ch:_ef

A plan which originated within the
Genera) Purchasing Board of the Quar-
termaster Department whereby an oili-

cost of production is now being develop-
ed throughout France. This will so re-
duce the now familiar expense of com-
missioned finery that it will ‘do awny
with one of the reasons why oflicers of
the AJLLE. wish they weren't,

According to this plan, each Q.M.
depot will have a tailoring system

fhirough which the officer can buy his
cloth and then be fitted and ouffitted
on the spot. At cach depot, civilinn labor
will be contracted for and the oflicer
need add to the price of his cloth only
his share of that labor cost.

Presumably neither the cost nor the
method will be wuniform throughout
France, for the labor conditions will
vary in different sections.

Work for French Tailors

In some cases, for example, the

chances are that it will be more prac-
tical for the depot guartermaster to ar-
range with one or more of the local
Freneh tailors o malke the uniforms at
a fixed price, which price would be paid
by the officer to the quartermaster who,
in turn, would turn the money over to
the tailors. Or, in some places, it will
be simpler for the Army and the tailor
to agreec on a proper price, make that
the standard and then let the officer in
guest of raiment deal directly with the
tailor. This is the system now in force
in Parls, where an officer, if he goes to
certain designated tailors, can have his
cloth made into a suit at a charge of
only 100 francs.
The quartermaster is also making ar-
rangements to have on hand at an early
date an adequate supply of ready-made
uniforms for officers built that way.

It may well be that the officers will
have to haunt the tailors soou in quest
of alterations, for a board is now thresh-
ing out the problem of fall styles for
officers and enlisted men. Is revision
necessary? If so, In what respect?

All the burning questions of split tails,
roll collars, bellows pockets and the like

are now.up for final consideration and

;tho hoard will soon submit its recom-

mendatlons to the Commanding General
of the $8.0.S.

Not Be Sent Home 1

- The cay

cer need. pay for his uniform only the .

THA T LETTER

I'ROM HOME—

L ooy (ald g o,

P VI

—which is still fresh at the forty-first reading

HOT BATHS READY
FOR GAS PATIENTS
IN SHORT ORDER

Cars Carrying 2,500 Gal-
Ions of Water and Heater
Sent to Scene

24 SOLDIERS AT A TIME

Portable Sprinkler in Test Washes
48 Men in Two and One
Halif Minutes

Hot baths are being sent into the
ishell-fire zone on motor trucks to help
|doughboy$ who have been burned by
mustard gos,

Big cars carvying 2,500-gallon water

tanks and equipped with instataneous
water aters are being driven right up
k(o the fear of the front.
10 \\llelo\ er called, when the
Germans stargsmybombardinent of any
iparticular sé\to with  mustard gas
shetls,

After shells pof low explosive power
have burst lil? t];,é popping of cham-
pagne corl'cs,‘ ald, finely-divided poison
particles hate been sprayed inio the air
or splashed over ground and wood.
doughboys, whose faces and heads are
proiected by pas masks, begin to feel
the first burnings of the mustard poison
on their legs or other uuploleﬂed parts
of their bodiecs.

Between the bursting of the gas shells
and the time when gas burns become
painiul, there is a period in which every
minute counts. The big problem iz to
start treatment to check the action of
the poison which becomnes wmore severe
the longer it aels against the skin, ITot
baihs come first in {reatment.

Speed in getting those hot baths to
the gassed soldler is the function of
the new de-gassing stations put into
operation by the Chemieal Warfare
Service.

While Shells Still Fall

While the gas shells are still falling,
(he motor trucks of the de-gassing sta-
tion come to a halt behind some shelter-
ing wood and the dozen men of its crew
begin  throwing  together the jointed
frame-work of a bathing frame under
which 24 soldiers can stand with hot
wiater showering over their bodies. The
work of putting up this frame and
throwing up the tent around the whole
is a matter of a few minutes. By the
time the frame and tent are wp a pipe
has been connected to the water heater
and the baths are ready at the tnrn of
a valve.

The tank truck carries the portable
frame also, and a second truck carries

the tent and a large supply of clean
clothing to be supplied gassed men.

These will be passed around right after
the washing ceremony.

The soldiers take off their clothes
standing up, lest they sit down on a
gas-splashed surface where another
gassed man had been previously. Hands
and shoes are dipped in lime, to destroy
any lurking gas. Eeven the helmets are
dipped in lime water. Attendants wear
oil-gkin one-picce suits with a headpiece
the whole impermeable to gas.

Under Showers in Squads

Soldiers whose burns are obvious are
attended to first and evacuated imme-
diately to hospitals. ‘The others are sent
under the showers in squads. Before
the water is turned on, they spray them-
selves with liquid, soap. When the
showers are turned on, fifteen seconds
is allowed for wetting the body. Three
fourths of a minute is allowed ordinarily
for scrubbing the body, after which the

showers are again turned on for 30
seconds.
Aftor the bath, thie eyes, noses and

throats of the men are sprayed with a
solution, and the men dress. Forty-eight
meu were bathed in two and one-half
minutes by this system in one test made
recently, and it is believed this ratlo can
be maintained in practice if the need
arises.

The statlons also will afford baths
and changes of clothing for front line
troops not having other facilities. This
will facilitate freeing the doughboys from
vermin, always present in the absence of
bathing facilities,

COLOR CHANGES
IN RULES FOR
OFFICEX “APS

New Pipings Announced
for Overseas Headgear
in General Order

SAME CLOTH AS UNIFORM

Tank Service Gray, Chemical Blue
and Yellow, Cavalry Yellow and
Scarlet—Many Others

G.I1.Q. has come out with an an-
nouncement calculated to make Ameri-
can oflicers recognizable even when they
have their rain coats on.

No longer will they be allowed to run
around under headpicees that look as’if
they had been designed for the man who
costumed the moving picliure players in
the war drama during our neutral days,
and made the actor soldiers’ aniforms on
the Burbank system, so nobody’s feelings
would be huart.

Ilere is the latest rule for oflicers’
headgear, as set forth in (.0, 149

IFor officers while serving with the
ALEL,, the overseas cap will be the same
modvl as that worn by soldiers, bul
the material will be similar to that of
the oflicers’ uniform, and will have
piping showing ar the edge of the ﬂup
as follows:

Jeneral Officers, gold.

General Staff, including oflicers at-
tached to the General Staff or perform-
ing General Staff duties, gold and black
in equal proportion.

Adjutant General's Department, dark
hlue.

Dark Blue, White Threads

Inspector General’'s Department, dark
blue with white threads.

Judge Advoeate General's Department,
davk blue with light blue threads.

Quartermaster Corps, buff.

Ordnance Department, black with
scarlet threads. )
Signal  Corps, orange with while

threads.

Medical Department, maroon,

Air Service, green with black threads.

Corps of Engincers, scarlet with white
threads.

Tank Service, gray.

Chemical Warfare Service, cobalt blue
with yellow threads.

Corps  of Interpreters,
white threads.

Cavalry. including oflicers with head-
quarters troops of Infantry divisions and
train headquarters of Cavalry divisions,
yellow.

Artillery, including oﬂuem-.:
munition trains
scarlet.

Infaniry, including officers witlh fraln
headquarters of Infantry divisious, light
Llue,

Machine Gun organizations, Infantry,
lizht blue with scarlet threads.

Cavalry, yellow with scarlet threads.

Chaplains, black.

Field Clerks, black with silver threads.

Line officers detailed in a staff corps
or department will wear cap with piping
specified for corps or department in
which detailed.

These caps will be s0ld by the Quarter-
master Corps to omcora

NEW RECRUITS UP SOON

green  with

with am-
and artillery parks,

[By CaprLe10TIIE ST.-\.RS .-\.\ D STRIPEST
AMERICA, Sept. 12.--The War De-
partment hopes teo induct the first re-
crulis under the new man power law
into service by October 15.
Columbla University will be converted
into a military training colleze on Qc-

tober 1, in accordance with the gencral
plan to use 400 colleges for training
members  of students’ army  training |

camp corps during the war.
Men who are pur in Class 1A of the

daraft may. instead of waiting assicn-
ment  to  cantonmernts. enfer college.
They will be membeirs of the TUnited

will wear the uniform and
recelv-
830 u

Ntates Army,
be under strict militury control.
ing the regular Army pay of
month,

Students {ailing to qualify as ofticers |
after completion 01' course will be sent
to canfouments.

LOST ENGINEERS
NURSE DOUGHBOY
UNDER HUN'S NOSE

Trio Spends Five Days and
Nights Near Enemy
M.G. Post

GRENADES USED AT LAST

Escape frdm Starvation by Cross-
ing Vesle With Bullets Scek-
ing Americans in Vain

How two American IEngincers, cut off
and lost from a night patrol, spent five
days within the German lines nursing a
wounded comrade, and finally, after they

thad been 48 hours without food or water
irushed a Boche machine gun emplace-

| ot fire
fgune, swam a river and got back to their

ment and killed the crew, rian a gauntlet
from a dozen other machine

Jines with their patient and valuable
information, is one of the stories pro-
duced by the restless fighting during the
period when the Germans, pausing in
their retreat, made a stand on the Vesle.

Privates Irank C. Schultz and Ldward
Morrisy are the Engincers who managed
the cpisode, and DPrivale Trank De
Blase, an Infantryman, is the wounded
man they saved.

The three were members of a party
which, with noses for fighting and In-
formation, crossed the Vesle one night
and penctrated into a batlered little
town on its northern bank. The patrol
investigated the town, clashed with the
Boche garrison, took a couple of prison-
ers and returned,

The Paticnt Arrives

But Schultz and Morrisy, parlly be-
cause they had tarried to bandage the
wounds of two slightly wounded soldiers,
lost the bunch and, what was worse, the
direction. They wandered cauntiously
around for an hour until., runuaing al-
most into the arms of a German patrol,
they sought hasty refuge in o hole dug
in an embankment at the side of the
street.

The holg,was a small one, hardiy large
enough to be dignificd with the nime of
du):.'out and its limited dimensions were
taxed still moore half an hour later when
De Blase, blinded, temporarily at leasti
by a bhullet wound in the forehead. came
groping down the street and was taken
in.

Dawn that morning disclosed the plight
of the trio. They were near the southern
edge of the town, separated fromn the
river, and their own lines by a quarter
of amile of flut open ground. J.ooking
across the river, they could see the hill-
side where they knew American sentinels
and artillery observers were stationed
and, looking to the north, ther could
«ee another hillside where they Kknew
German sentinels and observers were on
the alert.

They were in Nyo Man's Land—ihat
part of No_ Man's Land c¢laimed at night
time by the Germans and held by iso-
Inted mitehine gun crews who, with ihe
passing of darkness. disereetly \\ulnho\\
Lo the high ground behind.

Too Risky te Try

If they made a dash for the .Ameriean
lines. they had the strip of open gronnd
fo eross and then the river, with a score
of Boche machine guns firing from the
rear. It was too risky, they decided.
A run for it at night through the flank-
ing fire of the machine guns near the
river was just as unfeasible,

The 1wo FEngineers went inte executive

conference and decided to s«tisg it oul
indefinirely, .waiting for the German

withdrawal from the Vexle, which they
kuew was momentarily expected. It be-
wan to look as if Lthey were going to get
a close-up on it,

They took their first aid packets and
bonnd up the wounds of De Blase and
held an inveniory of their store of pro-
visions.,  They had, they found, six ecans
of salmon., two cans of heans and two
canteens of water. Im behalf of {he beans
it. may be said that when, in the third
day of hiding, they opened the last ecan,
they ate them with relish and actually
lilked them.

The consumption of the last can of
Leans on that third day marked the
tota! depletion of the larder. The last
drop of waler had gone come hours be-

fore. The ditliecnlties brought on by
hunger thirst and, last, of room to move

in were complicatea the fourth day by
the condition of the wounded man. who
beeame feverish and at times hysterieal.

Lest the Germans Hear

During the night it was necessary for
one of the Engineers to hoid his hand
constantly over De Blase's mouth to sup-
press hysterical mutterings which would
have been heard by three Germins who,

at  nightfall, always appeared zmd
manned a machine "gun pit 15 yards

away on the other side of the road.

As the Germans would have overheard
any conversiation, it was a rule of the
abri that no word would be spoken dur-
ing darkness. ‘Through all the five nights
in the hole the two Iingineers cerouched
side by side. with never a word passing
between them. relieving ecach other in
clamping a 1ondul but firm hand over
the wounded man's mouth.

On the fifth day the two decided they
could hold out uo longer. TIf they had
remained 24 hours longer, they would
have been liberated by the Americans,
for on the day after they actually did
get away, the Germans began their re-
treat northward. But of these plans
they did not know, and when they talked
it over they decided it was better to die
making a fight than starve to death in a
hole.

Just Before Daylight

They decided upon a break just before
daylight, when there was enongh light tos
ruide them rtro the n\ er .lml enough

they certainly could put the nearest ma-
chine gun crew out of commission.

The rush went off aceording to plan.
With approaching dawn burely qQisclos-

ing the river and the ourlines of the hil
ibeyond, the three emerged Trom their
shole.  &chuliz sumnnlul De Rlaxe. while
Morrisy pulled the pins on two grenuades,

ower

|darkness to make the Germans' aim nn- |
teertaf.  Anyliow, they figured. they
wouldn’t get killed without result. for

AMERICANS TRAIL
RETREATING HUNS
ON TOWARD AISNE

Artillery Blasts Foe’s Guns
in Full View from
Hilltop -

WILY MAN TRAPS EVADED

Tricks Fathered by Enemy’s Inge-
nuity Make Yanks Wary, but
That’s About All

American soldiers began to tread in
the wake of the reveding Tlun again
last weelk whien the battered armies of
the Crown Prince, threatened on their
right Ly the capture of Juvigny and
Cl'urny-Solu,\ by General Mangin's
Frepeh Army, assisted by Americans,
withdrew from their front along the
Vesle amd backtracked a few more kilo-
meters homewnrd to the valley of the
Aisne.

Over a goodly portion of Lhis front
the retreat amounted to & mere sudden
withdrawal and a scuttle back to the
new line, with an attempt to exact a
price for the ground with scattered
snipers and machine gun nests and spas-
maodie bursts of artillery.,

Whereupon the Yanks turned Dbig
game hunfers and beat the brush and
woods for tarrying Germans for a couple
of days, cleaning up those roachine gun-
ners who chose to obey fheir “stick to
the Iast™ instructions, capruring-a few
who shouted kamerad, and taking pot
shots at othersx who scampered off to
cover when the Americans got near
them.

“A regular rabbit dvive!” declared one
exuberant  doughboy. And the drive
continued until the Germans were atl
behind the canal paralleling the Aisne
which they had chosen for their new
line, where. after 4 series of pairol en-
counters  and minor infantry engnge-
wents, the fighting sertled down again
to a state of scmi-gquiescence.

Harder Going Towards East

On the other end of the front of re-
treat, towards Rbeims, the going was
<terner, because the Germans didn't fall
back o far and retained high ground
from which they sought 10 command the
ground with machine gun and
artillery fire. But after Ameriean Infan-
try had charged and had raken some of
the Boche positions and some 1hree score
prisoners, including a couple of artillery
ebserver oflicers, and American artillery
had gotlen into action, even the Crown
Princt couldn’t glaim much success for
his pay-and-take-it plan.

It-was during this fizhring {hat one
battery of Ameriean Artillery brought
chicers from the Infamntry by dashing
around the point of a4 hill and ounl of
cover into an open space not more than
n quarter of a mile from the front line
and firing with open sights at German
artillery positions on the <ide of the hill
which  menaced the advance of the
Yanks in the valley Gelow,

The battery arrived ﬁpo(-l'lculu'lv as
the Boche artillery was pouring a4 bar-
rage into the valley, and swept the
Roche posirions with an enflading fire.
The barrage ceased abrupily, half 2
dozen of the German guns were publiely
blown up and the rest of them Leat a
hasty retreat over the hilltop.

- Wire and Mines in River

It was not during the retreat,

preceding it, however, that the Yauks
did some of their most notable work.
Ther Germans chose to stand on the
Vesle hecause of the protection against
surprike  which this stream, modest
though it is, offered them and the re-
inrding effect it would have upon pur-
«uit.
First. they put wire in the riverbed to
prevent wading, and supplemented this
by mines.  Then they kept the river
under artillery fire and drenched it with
mas. Any work of the Americans along
the river was almost coerrain to be done
in gas and likely to be complicated by
high explosive and shrapnel.

It was nader such conditions that one
night, with no other light than thut af-
forded Ly the moon, a company of Fn-
zineers was ordered to put a Lridge
across the river. They gained the Lunk
of the river without mishap and, work-
ing in gas masks, threw their bridge
erose.

Tt was found {o be ten feot short. For
the remainder of the night the enmpuny
cut down trees and trimmed them to
make strats and braces for an addi-
tional span to cover tle deficioney, and
before daylight they had ¢ omrm-:v d their
worls.

but

Smoking Out Snipers

It was under such conditions. oo, that
a caplain and tbhree men swam the river
and burned a big warchouse near the
bank which had afforded cover
Boche machine gunners angd suipers, and
it was under such condiiions thpr a
fow nights later. when o foorbridge upon
which a company of Infuniry was cross-
ing the river zave way. a lientenant and
Sergeants T, J. Roskosko and Jules
Gingras tore off their gas masks aund
plunged into the warer to rescuie n dozen
soldiers who had fallen into the river,
saving the men in the water, but bLeing
zassed themselves.

After the actual
however, the river

retreat had startfed.
censed to be a bar-
rier, although the Germans, in  their
parting barrages and long range shots,
weare feeling congtantly for the bridges
thrown across in double time.

When one shell fell so c¢lose to one
bridge that two men on the river hank
were buried in mud and P'rivate Elmer
Eppenheimer, a message bearer. was
kunocked into the river Ly the concus-
sion, it was an incidenr of the day for-
gotten almost as soon as the two interred
men had been dug out unhurt and the
courier had swam ashore and continued

ron his wuay.

Some Hun Traps

The EFngincers distintmished them-
selves establishing the communicatious,

vand ther did more notable work after-

ward. While the Infantry was warily
racking the Hun acroess counfry, forci-
biy ejecting him from patehes he sought
to hold, aund reuewing contact ou the
canal paralleling the Afsne which the
enemy  chose for his new line, they

Continued on Page 2

sought out and recmoved the fangs of

for”

-



