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Dear Copyright Ofice,

The Librarian of Congress should find that the enforcement of Section
1201(a) (1) will damage non-infringing uses of any kind of copyrighted work.

As a programrer and el ectrical engineer, |'ve cone across too nmany
situations where equi pnment that should conmunicate with other equi pnent
doesn't. O d, "obsolete" (this doesn't take very |long these days),
equi pnent is famous for inconpatibility problens.

Rever se-engi neering in some formhas traditionally been a solution of
| ast resort. It's expensive and tinme-consum ng, but, unfortunately,
necessary on occaision. Qutlawi ng reverse-engineering will be a horrible
m st ake.

The rise of technology has correlated with the increase in conplexity
of systenms that can be reliably interconnected to function as a whole
greater than the parts. The better, easier, and cheaper a nedia reader
can connect to any other device, the nore legitinmate applications becone
f easabl e.

New applications are often just that - NEWand unforseen. |If nedia
reading rights are restricted to only applications that the copyright
hol der could inmagine at the tine a work was created, then new
applications will be significantly retarded. So will our econony.

| approve of copyright law as it has traditionally been practiced.
Fair use for personal, educational, or scientific persuits. If |
purchase a media recording, | should be able to do pretty much anything
| like with it except share copies of it wholesale with others. If |
retain the original nmedia, it should even be fair for me to copy the
recording to another format for personal use. Only True Infringers --
those selling illegitimate copies -- should be punished, not the nation
and worl d as a whol e.

The copyright holding industries - nusic and novi es, have been
dragging their feet with every new consuner invention for decades. This
sl ows econom c growt h, weakeni ng our nation as a whole. They have rights
- but so do others.



