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November 6, 2008 
 
US Copyright Office 
101 Independence Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20559-6000 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Gary Handman 
Director 
Media Resources Center 
Moffitt Library 
University of California, Berkeley  
Berkeley, CA 94720-6000 
510-643-8566 
ghandman@library.berkeley.edu 
 
Class of works proposed for exemption:  Commercially produced DVDs used in face-
to-face classroom teaching by college and university faculty, regardless of discipline or 
subject taught, as well as by teachers in K-12 classrooms. 
 
To Whom May Concern: 
 
This is in response to the current call for comment regarding exemptions of works from 
the DMCA (1201(a)(1) Title 17 ) prohibition against circumvention of technological 
measures controlling access to copyrighted works.  The following comments represent 
the collective input of librarians and educators from multi-type institutions across the 
United States.  Comments were solicited via the American Library Association Video 
Roundtable listserv (videolib), and individual contributors and signatories to this 
document are indicated below. 
 
As librarians who work closely with faculty and teachers and who are involved in 
building diverse media collections to support these curricula, we are concerned by the 
unrealistic limitation of the 2006 DMCA exemption to "Audiovisual works included in 
the educational library of a college or university’s film or media studies department."  We 
feel strongly that the DMCA circumvention exemption as currently written fails to 
recognize or accommodate the wide-spread uses of film as a focus of study and a tool for 
teaching in nearly every higher education curriculum and discipline.  The current 
exemption also completely neglects the fact the classroom use of video and DVD has 
become equally as important in K-12 curricula as in university courses of study.  We 
consequently urge that for the class of works comprising commercially produced DVDs 
used in face-to-face classroom teaching, the language of the 1021 exemption be 
broadened to include teachers in K-12, as well as college and university faculty,   
regardless of discipline or subject taught. 
 
Examples of the multi-disciplinary uses of both fiction and non-fiction films in teaching 
are abundant and widely varied in the institutions of the undersigned librarians.   One 
may, for example, find an ethnic studies or American cultures instructor using sequences 
from Hollywood films to study changing representations of race and ethnicity; an English 
instructor using clips from filmed literary adaptations or particular film genres to study 
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narrative and plot conventions;  a foreign language instructor using clips from multiple 
foreign feature films or documentaries to point out vernacular uses of a language;  a 
classics professor comparing clips from three filmed versions of Medea or from various 
adaptations of Oedipus Rex; a history teacher using archival footage or interviews taken 
from a documentary film;  an architecture professor using clips from feature films in a 
lecture on the cinematic city; a political science professor using sequences from recent 
European films as reflections of social and cultural changes in EU countries.   
 
In addition to the unrealistically narrow scope of users allowed by the current DMCA 
exemption, the limitation to materials in the "educational library of a college or 
university’s film or media studies department" does not take into account the fact that on 
most campuses the university library's multi-disciplinary media collection serves as the 
primary source of classroom visual resources.  It is also not uncommon for university 
faculty to use personal collections of purchased DVDs for use in their teaching.  
Similarly, it is also very often the case that because of budgetary and other institutional 
limitations, K-12 teachers must rely on personally purchased copies of DVDs for use in 
the classroom, rather than "educational libraries" of such materials.  We consequently 
strongly support the expansion of the circumvention exemption to include the extraction 
and use of clips from any legally acquired DVD for use in face-to-face classroom 
teaching. 
 
Since the rise of home video recording in the mid-1970's, educators have regularly 
exercised fair use rights to extract segments from legally acquired videos, and have used 
these clips in face-to-face classroom teaching under the provisions of Section 110 of the 
copyright law.  The ability to excerpt a limited number of short clips from copyrighted 
works has enabled faculty to focus on the most apposite sequences and images in one or 
several films without having to resort to time-wasting shuffling of discs and cumbersome 
searching for content.   The exemption also has allowed these segments to be 
incorporated effectively into new teaching tools, and to be used in creative and 
transformative ways within the context of teaching and learning.  The development of 
encypted DVD technologies and, particularly, the circumvention proscriptions of DMCA 
have limited these capabilities for the majority of educators.  The request we are making 
to expand the current circumvention exemption is basically a plea for restoring to 
educators in schools, colleges, and universities the powerful teaching tools and 
capabilities available to them before the advent of DMCA.  We also strongly urge the 
extension of the exemption past the proposed 2009 termination date. 
 
Attached also in support of the above arguments are sample comments from faculty 
 
As coordinator of comments and signatures regarding these matters, I am extremely 
interested in discussing the issues further at the forthcoming public hearing in 2009, 
possibly along with faculty colleagues from the University of California, Berkeley.  Our 
preference would be for attending a hearing on the West Coast.    
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require clarification or further information. 
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Gary Handman (comments coordinator and contact) 
Director 
Media Resources Center 
UC Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 94708 
ghandman@library.berkeley.edu 
510-643-8566 
Fax: 510-642-9454 
 
In support of the above comments: 
 
Susan Albrecht 
Acquisitions Manager 
Wabash College Lilly Library 
Crawfordsville, IN 
 
Jana Atkins   
Performing Arts and Multimedia Librarian 
University of Central Oklahoma 
Max Chambers Library 
Edmond, OK  
 
Roxane BenVau 
Media Librarian 
Grossmont College 
El Cajon, CA 
 
Barb Bergman 
Media Services & Interlibrary Loan Librarian 
Minnesota State University, Mankato 
Mankato, Minnesota 
 
Nancy Bernardi 
Media Services 
Gettysburg College 
Gettysburg, PA 
 
Gisèle Binder 
Operations Supervisor 
Media Resources Center 
Moffitt Library 
UC Berkeley 
 
Michael Brewer 
Undergraduate Team Leader. 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Sarah Engledow Brown 
Music Librarian 
Middle Tennessee State University 
Murfreesboro, TN 
 
Marynelle Chew 
Head, Technical Services 
Joseph F. Smith Library 
Brigham Young University-Hawaii 
Laie, HI 
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Joe Clark 
Digital & Audiovisual Librarian 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County  
 
Stephanie Davis-Kahl 
Digital & Media Initiatives Librarian 
The Ames Library 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
Bloomington, IN 
 
Juliet Dayday 
Cinema Office Manager 
James Lemont Fogg Memorial Library 
Art Center College of Design 
Pasadena CA   
 
Sebastian Derry 
Media Services Librarian 
Paley Library 
Temple University 
 
Nora Dimmock, Head 
Multimedia Center 
University of Rochester 
River Campus Libraries 
Rush Rhees Library 
Rochester, NY 
 
Christy Donaldson 
Media Librarian 
Utah Valley University 
Orem, Utah 
 
Linda Engelberg 
Media Librarian 
Wong AV Center 
Gregg M. Sinclair Library 
University of Hawaii, Manoa 
 
Julie C. Evershed 
Information Resources Associate Supervisor 
University of Michegan 
 
Rick Faaberg 
Director of Regional Media Services (Retired) 
Northwest Regional Education Service District 
Hillsboro, Oregon 
 
Deg Farrelly   
Communications and Media Studies Librarian 
Arizona State University at the West campus 
Phoenix, Arizona  
 
Gail B. Fedak 
Director, Media Resources 
Middle Tennessee State University 
Murfreesboro, TN 
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Robin Feinland 
Media Resources Specialist 
Ludcke Library 
Lesley University 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Richard Fleischer 
Manager of Media Center 
Tisch Library 
Tufts University 
 
Dixie Blake Foster 
GSLIS West Library Assistant 
Simmons Library 
Simmons College 
Boston, MA 
 
Patricia Fragola 
Circulation Coordinator 
University of Wisconsin - Whitewater 
800 West Main Street 
Whitewater, Wisconsin 
 
Nancy Friedland 
Librarian for Butler Media, Film Studies and Performing Arts 
Columbia University Libraries 
 
Anne Garrison 
Humanities Librarian 
Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore PA 
 
Bryan Griest 
A/V Reference Librarian 
Glendale Public Library 
Glendale, Ca. 
 
Philip Hallman,  
Senior Associate Librarian 
Dept of Screen Arts & Cultures   
University of Michigan   
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Mary Hanlin 
Media Librarian 
Tidewater Community College, 
Portsmouth, Virginia 
 
Ciara Healy 
Technical Services Librarian 
Polk Library 
University of Wisconsin -Oshkosh 
Oshkosh, WI 
 
Anthony Helm 
Director, Arts & Humanities Resource Center 
Dartmouth College 
Hanover, NH   
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Patty Hornbeck 
Media Resources Development Coordinator 
Middlebury College Library 
110 Storrs Ave. #M212 
Middlebury, VT   
 
Marilyn Huntley 
Film Specialist: purchase, rental, licensing, copyright 
Hamilton College 
Clinton, NY 
 
Jane B. Hutchison 
Associate Director, Instruction & Research Technology 
William Paterson University 
Wayne, NJ   
 
Tom Ipri 
Head, Media and Computer Resources 
University Libraries 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, NV   
 
Carleton L. Jackson 
Librarian Nonprint Media Services Library 
University of Maryland Libraries 
College Park, Maryland 
 
Myles Jaeschke 
Media Librarian 
Tulsa City-County Library 
Tulsa, OK 
 
Vince Jenkins 
Technical Services Librarian 
School of Education 
Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison 
Madison, WI 
 
Mary Beth Jordan 
Media/Serials Librarian 
Simms Library 
Albuquerque Academy 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Diane Klare 
Head of Reference 
Olin Memorial Library 
Wesleyan University 
Middletown, CT 
 
Lynn Kleindienst 
Coordinator of Library AV Services 
Springfield Technical Community College 
One Armory Sq 
Springfield, MA 
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Mark W. Kopp 
Technology Assistant 
Instructional Materials Services Coordinator 
Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8 
Altoona, PA 
 
Chris Lewis 
Media Services Coordinator 
American University  
Library 
Washington, DC 
 
Michael Logan 
Acquisitions & Technical Services 
Humboldt County Library 
Eureka, CA   
 
Marsha Loyer 
Media Services Coordinator 
Mishawaka-Penn-Harris Public Library 
Mishawaka, IN   
 
Veronica Maher 
Media Resources/Reference Librarian 
Roger Williams University 
Bristol, RI 
 
Debra Mandel, 
Head, Digital Media Design Studio 
Northeastern University Libraries  
Boston, MA 
 
Tim Markus 
Head of Cataloging 
The Evergreen State College 
Olympia, WA 
 
Jennifer Matthews  
Music and Performing Arts Librarian 
University Libraries of Notre Dame   
Notre Dame, IN 
 
Meghann Matwichuk 
Senior Assistant Librarian 
University of Delaware Library 
Newark, DE  
 
Margery May 
Acquisitions Administrator 
Olin Memorial Library 
Wesleyan University 
Middletown, CT 
 
Sarah E. McCleskey 
Head of Access Services 
Acting Director, Film and Media Library 
Axinn Library 
Hofstra University 
Hempstead, NY 
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Shelly McCoy 
Head, Student Multimedia Design Center 
University of Delaware Library 
Newark, DE  
 
Pat McGee 
Coordinator of Media Services 
Volpe Library and Media Center 
Tennessee Tech University 
Cookeville, TN  
 
Winifred Fordham Metz 
Media Librarian 
Head, Media Resources Center 
University Library 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
Catherine H. Michael 
Communications & Legal Studies Librarian 
Ithaca College Library 
Ithaca, NY 
 
Tobin Nellhaus 
Librarian for Drama, Film and Theater Studies 
226 Sterling Memorial Library, Yale University 
New Haven, CT   
 
MaryAnn Niles 
Assistant Dean of Academic Resources and Instructional Technology 
Middlesex Community College 
Lowell, Massachusetts 
 
Gerald Notaro   
Media Librarian 
Nelson Poynter Memorial Library 
University of South Florida St. Petersburg 
 
George D. Oberle III 
Head of the Johnson Center Library 
George Mason University 
4400 University Drive MS 1A6 
Fairfax, VA   
  
Stephen O’Riordan 
Curator, Film & Video 
Univesity of California, San Diego Libraries 
 
Danette R. Pachtner 
Librarian for Film, Video, and Digital Media 
Lilly Library  
Duke University 
Durham, NC 
 
Winona Patterson 
Library Technical Assistant 
Audiovisual Cataloger 
William Rainey Harper College 
Palatine, IL 
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Jeffrey Pearson 
Askwith Media Library 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor 
 
Rick Provine 
Director of Libraries 
DePauw University 
Greencastle IN 
 
Meg Ragland 
Associate Director for Access Services 
Simmons Library 
Simmons College 
Boston, MA 
 
Frank Richardson 
Media Librarian 
Bailey Library, WCC 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Rhonda Rosen 
Head, Media & Access Services 
Charles Von der Ahe Library 
Loyola Marymount University 
Los Angeles, CA  
 
Judith P. Shoaf 
Language Learning Center 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, FL 32611 
 
Janet Simons 
Instructional Technologist 
Faculty Support Specialist 
Hamilton College 
Clinton, NY 
 
Jane Sloan 
Media Librarian 
Rutgers University Libraries 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 
 
Kevin L. Smith, J.D. 
Scholarly Communications Officer 
Perkins Library, Duke University 
Durham, NC  
 
Kim Stanton 
Digital Media Librarian 
University of North Texas 
Denton, Texas 
 
Claire Stewart 
Head, Digital Collections 
Northwestern University Library 
Evanston, IL 
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Doris Ann Sweet 
Associate Director for Research Services 
Simmons Library 
Simmons College 
Boston, MA 
 
Monique Threatt 
Associate Librarian 
Head, Kent Cooper Room Services 
Herman B Wells Library 
Indiana University  
Bloomington, IN 
 
Eileen M. Tierney 
University of Rhode Island 
Library, Media Resource Center 
Kingston, RI   
 
Maureen Tripp 
Media Librarian 
Iwasaki Library 
Emerson College 
Boston, MA 
 
John Vallier 
Head, Distributed Media Services 
University of Washington Libraries 
Media Center   
Seattle, Washington 
 
Michael Vollmar-Grone 
Director of Digital Media Services 
Shelby County Libraries  
Sidney, OH 
 
Justin Wadland 
Chair, American Library Association Video Round Table 
Head, Media and Visual Resources 
University of Washington,  
Tacoma Library 
Tacoma, WA   
 
Antonella Ward 
Media Services Librarian 
Angelo State University 
San Angelo, Texas 
 
Julie Williamsen 
Theatre, Media Arts & Communications Librarian 
Harold B. Lee Library 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 
 
David Wilson 
Information Literacy Librarian 
Liaison to Film Studies & Communication 
Trinity University 
San Antonio, TX 
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Janice Woo 
Director of Libraries 
California College of the Arts  
Oakland CA 
 
Kelly Jo Woodside 
Information Literacy Librarian 
Simmons Library 
Simmons College 
Boston, MA 
 
David Woolard 
Worldwide Media/Reference Librarian 
Hunt Library 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
Daytona Beach, FL   
 
David Wright 
Assoc. Dean of Learning Resources 
Surry Community College 
Dobson, NC  
 
Arleen Zimmerle 
Media Librarian 
Bryn Mawr College 
Bryn Mawr, PA  
 
 
 
 


