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SUMMARY: This notice is issued to 
advise the public that the Copyright 
Office of the Library of Congress is 
considering adoption of a new 
regulation with respect to renewal 
registration practices and procedures 
under section m[a) of the Copynght 
Act of 1978. title 17 of the United States 
W e .  That section pertains to claims to 
renewal copyright in works for which 
first term copyright subsisted on January 
1,1978. The effect of the proposed 
regulation is to prescribe conditions for 
the registration of such claims to , 

renewal coppght.  
D A T E  Written comments should be 
received on or before November 6.1981. 
ADDRESSES: Ten copies of written 
comments should be addressed, if sent 
by mail to: Office of the General 
CounseL C.O., Library of Congress, 
Department D.S., Washtngtoa D.C 
20540; or by hand to: Office of the 
General Counsel, Copynght Office, 
Room LM-407, Madison Buildmg. 

Independence Avenue. SE, 
Washmgton. D.C. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION COmACr: 
Dorothy Schrader, General Counsel, 
Copynght Office, Library OF Congress. 
Washington, D.C. 20559. (202) 287-8380. 
S U P W M E m A R Y  INFORMATIOK Section 
3W(a) of the Copyright Act of 1976 [Act 
-of October 19,1978.90 S t a t  2.541). 
provides generally that "any copyright 
the first term of which is subsisting on 
January 1.1878," endures for 28 years 
fmm the date it was originally secured, 
and that a second term of copynght 
lasting 47 years, can be secured by 
certain designated claimants if an 
application for renewal is made to the 
Copyright Office "within one year prior 
to the expiration of the original term of 
copynght" 1 Witb one exception, this 
provision is essentially a reenactment of 
the renewal provision in effect before 
1978; the exception involves the 
lengthening of the second (renewal) 
term fmm 28 years to 47 years. It applies 
to works o r i g u d y  copynghted between 
January 1,1850. and December 31,1977. 

On January 5,1978, the Copynght 
Office published in the Federal Register 
(43 FR Q64) a regulation revising 8 202.17 
of the regulations of the Copynght 

W e r  mecUon SO5 of the Aa. '[a Jn tenna of 
copyright provided by sectiom 302 thrrmgh 900 nm 
to tbe end of the calendar year in which they would 
otherwise expire." Section 305 thus maker a 
malerial cbange wading the renewal period for 
wokr In wbcb cop5ripht subsists on January 1. 
1878 Under the formep law, tide 17 U S C  in e5ect 
on Deacmber 91.1977, the renewal period wag the 
ZBth year of the original term rather than the 
calendu year in which tbe term e w  

Office. Thie regulation was issued on an 
interim basis in order to allow persons 
to apply for and secure renewal 
registration immediately upon and after 
the effective date of the new Copyright 
Ac t  In addition. the Copynght Office 
invited comments born the public on the 
interim regulation in general and 
specific comments on: 

(i) The necessity for original 
registration as a basis for renewal 
registration in the case of foreign worke 
protected under the Universal Copyright 
Convention; and 

(ii) The correct renewal claimant and 
statement of claim in cases where the 
author has no surviving widow, 
widower, or children and left a will 
naming executors, but the executors 
have been discharged. 

Three comments were received in 
response to the rulemalung. After a 
careful review of these comments, as 
well as the relevant case law and 
legislative Instory concerning the 
renewal provisioa the Copyright Office 
has reached some tentative'condusions 
as to what our regulation should 
provide. Also, the comments have led us 
to propose several changes in the 
interim regulation. A discussion of the 
major substantive comments and 
proposed changes follows. 

I. Failure to apply timely for renewal 
regismtion. Paragraph (a)(l) of the 
interim regulation concerns the 
consequences which may result from a 
failure to apply timely for renewal 
registration The third sentence of this 
provision states: 
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Unless the reauired application and fee are 
received in the Coppnght Office dunng the 
prescribed period before the firat term of 
copynght expires. copynght pmtectjon is lost 
permanently and the work enters the public 
domain (%uphasis added] 

One comment received on behalf of a 
copynght owner objected to the 
necessity for, and wrrectnese of. the 
emphasued portion of the regulation. 
The commentator believed that this 
sentence could mislead the public since 
an unrenewed "new version" no longer 
protected by copyright may contain pre- 
existing works still subject to statutory 
c o p ~ r i g h t  

It is a well established principle in 
co&t law that although the new 
material in a derivative work may enter 
the public domain through failure to 
renew that version, the old matter 
~ o n t a i ~ e d  therein which is still covered 
by a separate statutory copyright is  not 
dedicated to the public. G. Ricordi 6. Co. 
v. Pammount Pictures. Inc., 187 F 2 d  469 
(2d Cir.), c e r t  denied. 342 U.S. 849 
(1957); Filmvideo Releasing Cop.  v. 
Hastings. 426 F .  Supp. 690 (S.D.N.Y. 
19781; Grove Press. Inc. v. Greenleaf 
Publishing Co, 247 F. Supp. 518 
V.D.N.Y. 1985): Russell v. Price. 612 F.2d 
1123 (9th Cir. 1979). 

There was  certainly no intention on 
the part of the Office when the interim 
regulation was  written to depart in any  
way from the Ricordi principle. 
Nevertheless. it is possible that the 
interim regulation a s  written could 
cause confusion among u s e n  a s  to the 
manner in which works in the public 
domain may be utilized. The Office 
believes, however, that copyright 
owners should be alerted to the 
consequences of expiration which 
results from a failure to apply timely for 
renewal registration. 

In the interest of clarification the 
Office would delete the emphasized 
portion of the interim regulation and in 
its place would insert a paraphrased 
part of section 304(a) of the Act. The 
sentence as  contained in the proposed 
regulation reads a s  follows: 

Unless the required application and fee are 
received in h e  Copynght Office during the 
prescribed period before the first tenn of 
copflght expires. the copyrjght in Ihe 
unrenewed work terminates at the expimtion 
of twenty-eight years fmm the end of the 
calendar year In which copyright was 
or~gjnaiiy secured. 

2. Original registmtion. Article m(l] 
of the Universal Copyright Convention 
(U.C.C.) exempts, under certain 
conditions. foreign authors who are 
nationals of a U.CC. country, or who 
first publish their works in a U.C.C. 
country, from formalities which 
constitute a condition of copyright 
protection in the c o u n w  where 
protection is sought. When the United 
States joined the Universal Cop&t 
Convention. effective in September, 
1955, we amended our Copynght Act to 

implement this provision. Section 9(cJ of 
the former Act (title 17 U.S.C.. in effect 
on December 31.1977) exempted U.CC 
works from the obligatory deposit and 
registration reqnirements set forth in the 
first sentence of sectMn 13 of the farmer 
law. The fifth paragraph of &tide IIT of 
the U.CC.. however, permits the United 
States to continue rts formalities with 
respect to the renewal term of 
~opyt- ight .~ 

As part of t h s  rulemaiang. t!e 
C o p n ~ i g n t  Office sought specific 
conalcnt; on: 
The necessrty ai oliginai registration a s  a 

basis for renewal regstration in the case of 
foro~gn works protected undw the Umvers.al 
Copwight Convectian. (13 FR 9653. 

In response to this inquiry, the Office 
received one comment h m  the Authors 
League of America. Inc. which 
contended that an  original registration 
should not be required a s  a condition of 
renewal copyright in these cases. 

d t h o u g h  the Office believes that an 
original registration provides several 
advantages under the statute and can be  
legally required a s  a condition 
precedent to r e n e ~ a l . ~  the history of the 
U.C.C. and the spirit underlying its 
formation have led us  to propose 
alternatives to original registration for 
U.C.C. claimants. Where ariginal 
registration for a work has  not been 
made, however, the Of i ce  has 
concluded that it is  appropriate and 
necessary to obtain documentation 
relating to the work's eligibility under 
the U.C.C. and to the subsistence of a 
copyright under U.S. law. 

For these reasons, paragraph (d)(2) of 
the regulation requires a UC.C. renewal 
claimant in the case of an unregistered 

'The U.CC tcrt is as follows 
"If a Contracling Slate gram prorechon formom 

than one wnn olmpyririph~and the lint tern is for a 
period longer than om of the minimum pmxh 
procnbed in k-tide N (3 y w s  ordincnilyj such 
Stae rhaU nor be requud m CLXIZ& with the 
provisions of paragraph 1 of thi. Article [uhrh 
make the U.CC.notice the role formality] in remcct 
of the snond or any m b m p n t  krm of c-L" 

[I is the view of the&-t 0% k t  d m  text 
clrarly permits h e  htd %a t muire rmcwpl 
registration far UCC w& 9 it s o d  W e  
satisfy the U.C.C obLigation by pmviding ?(I yeam 
of protection during rhe k t  tmn Nei&er secfjcm 
J041al or he Gp?.nghi A a  not any other relevant 
pmwsion exempt U.CC claimants bum the mxra l  
regiat-rtion l o w i i l y .  

a la the case of non-U.CC. uorb ,  i t  hm been the 
long-established posrtion of the Couyright Office 
that replsaation for the o m p a l  term of copyright is 
e conditioa precedent to renewal m@mtion 
Although the Uni!ed Stales could aor amrsient 
with its U.CC obiigations, reqwc anginal trna 
registration a s  a condihon of proleaion for the k t  
28 yean of the capyr@c For C.CC no&. nothing 
in tnr text of the L C t  puhlkits b e  Uribd Shtet 
lrorn requuinp. original term reglsuabn 
simuiianeous Mb r a w a l  r e ( r ~ a t i o n s I e 1 ~  8.1 

condition of proccciion k m  the year of tbs 
q y n q h t  anward That the on@ term 
registration wodd be made b e i e  Ihr s h r t  of the 
29th year s e e m  vnmalenai if i! ir cku Ibat 
pmteuim drnmg tbn G n t  tern u mt cnrlitioned on 
such &sualkx~ Far policy rea- hawever. Iba 
Copyqilt Office hM no1 p r o p 0 4  rbuc repvab;oo 
fir the mgml term be required for U U  warka aa 
a condition precedent lo renewal rrgkmtloo 

work to accompany h s  or her d a i m  
with a "Renewal Affidavit for a U . C C  
Work," specifying the date and piace of 
f m t  publication and the citizenship and 
domicile of the author on the date of 
first publication. Ln order to assure h a t  
the notice requirements of the 
Convention. a s  impiemented in U.S. law. 
were met at  the time of k t  publication. 
the regrrfation further requires a 
ciaimant to accompany h s ' a r  her daim 
and "Renewd M i d a \ i t "  v&b a 
submission relating to the h a  a d  
position of the copjright nut ice 
Although the best evidenc? of 
compliance with the notice r e q m i e n t s  
would be the submission of one 
complete copy of the work a s  L i t  
published. the Office recognizes the 
practical difficulties that this may e r . d  
Accordingly, puagraph  [d]i2](ii] 
establishes alternative s u b w o n  
requirements in descenchg  ar&r of 
preference. 

In i ts  comments, the Authors League 
also suggested that US. authars and 
foreign authors of works not pmtected 
by the U.C.C. be relieved from the 
obligation of making an original term 
registration a s  a condition for renewal 
registration. The Office has not adopted 
this suggestion 

At least since 1909. it has been the 
position of the Copynght Office that 
renewal registration will not be made 
unless regisbation has f i s t  or 
simultaneously been made for the 
oripnal term. Section W ( a )  provides 
that the renewal claim must be "duly 
registered" in order to extend the t e r n  
of copyrights in the o r i p a l  term an  
January 1,1978. Under section 410(a). 
the Office has a duty to examine a daim 
and  determine that the "legal and  formal 
requirements" of the Act have prima 
facie been met before a certificate is 
issued. It seems clear that these 
statutory obligations cannot be carried 
out in the case of claims to r enewd  
copyright unless original t a m  
registration has been made, or the 
equivalent documentary evidence has 
been submitted to substantiate the legal 
sufSciency of the claim. Without such  
evidence. spuriousrenewal claim 
would be entered and the integrity and 
usefulness of the public record would 
suffer. A work that had been rejected for 
original tenn registratlon migh! be 
submitted and registared for h e  renewal 
term. False claimants might apply for 
renewal registration 

While it might be  theoretically 
possible to specify alternative 
submissions equivalent to origind tezn 
registration for both U.C.C. and non- 
U.C.C. works, the Office sees no p u b k  
benefit in such a cumbersome procedure 
for non-U.C.C. works. In any event. the 
Office believes that a g i n a l  term 
registration remains mandator)' far pre- 
1978 published works not protected 
under the U.C.C. Except for U.C.C 
works, section 13 of the former law 



'required depos3 of copies following 
+ '  uublicatlon with notice. "accompanied 

k each case by a claim of copyright' 
3. Posthumom works. Section 3M(a) 

of the current Act provides. and d o n  
21 of the former act provided that  "in 
the case of any posthumous 
work ' ' the pmprietor of such 
copyright shal! be entitled to a renewal.' 
The question of what is a "posthumous 
work" for renewal purposes has been 
the subject of conboven. The term 
commonly refers to a work f ~ ~ t  
publ~shed after the deab d the a d o r .  
Its Lrnporfame in term of who is a 
proper renewal d w L .  however. has 
led to futher refinement The ksue was 
considered ir Bartok v. Bmsey P 
Hawkes. i n c  523 F. 2d 4.11 [2d Cir. 
1975). In this case. the U S  Court of 
Appeals for the b n d  Circuit d e a d 4  
that despite the fact that a work may be 
first published after the death of the 
author. it will not be considered 
posthumous for purposes of the renewal 
provision if copyright in the work has 
been assigned during the author's 
lifetime. 

- In discussing the meaning of the tem 
"posthumous work" in relation to 
sectian 304(2), the Report of the 
Judiaary Camnittee of the House of 
Representa t iv~ REP. NO. 941476 
94th Cang.. 2.d Sess. at  139) states: 

Although the bill preserves the language of 
the present mewal pmnsiun witbout any 
c k n p  in sabstance. the Committee intends 
that the reference to a ' M s t b u .  work" in 
thu section has the meaning given to it in 
Bor'd v. Boosey b Hawkes InL ' ' ' one 
as to which no wpynght assignment or other 
conhct for exploitation of the work has 
o c d  during an aathor's lifetime, mther 
than one which is simply firat published after 
the author's deatb 

This definiton has been adopted in 
paragraph (bl of the proposed 
regulation. 

The discussion on posthumcms w o h  
in the Report of the Judiciary Committee 
of the Senate, however. is narrower in 
its scope (S. REP. NO. -73.94th 
Cong., 1st Sess. at 223): 

The reference to a "pasttrumoas work" m 
thu rechon meam one as to whch no 
assignment has o-d during h e  author'r 
lifetune. ratber ban one whichis oimply f ist  
published after the author'n death. 

It may be argued that these two 
references to a "posthumous work" are 
inconsistent in cases where a contract 
for exploitation of the wark. but no 
copynght "assignment" of the wurk. baa 
been executed during the author's 
liietime. 

It is the practice of the Copynght 
Office. under the "rule of doubt" to 
resolve doubtful claims in favor of 
registration where a reasonable 
argument can be made that a court 
would sustain the claim. Because of the 
possibly confLcting interpretations of 
'posthumous work" paragraph (0(2) of 
the regulation permits the fiLng of a 

renewal claim by the pmprietor of the 
work. in addition to the natural 
claimant where a contract for 
exploitation of the work has been 
executed during the author's lifetime 
even i f  no "assignment" of the cop~light 
was made. However. the regulation 
makes clear that registration by the 
Cop>-right Office of the proprietor's 
renewa! claim "should not be 
interpreted as evidencing the validity of . 
the claim." 

4. Duplicate renewal reg.ktmtjoh On 
occasion, the Copyright Office receives 
more than one application for m w a l  
on behalf of the same renewal claimant 
This situation arises most often in cases 
where an author and his or her publisher 
both file renewal claims on the author's 
behalf. It has been the practice of the 
Copyright Office in these cases Part 
11.9.2. I af the Compendimn of Copyright 
Ofiice Practices] to reject the second 
"duplicate" renewal application once 
renewal registration has been made. We 
have deaded to pmpase that this 
practice be specifically stated in 
paragraph (e)(3) of the regulation. The 
claxity of the public record may be 
confused and m any event i s  not 
improved by duplicate registrations. 

5. Renewal clnimants. The general 
structure of the renewal pmvision 
creates the renewal interest as a 
separate estate, distinct h m  the 
original term of copyright Eligibility to 
claim renewal is determined with 
reference to the statute, and one must 
come within its spedfied categories to 
claim the second term of statutory 
copyright These categories of renewal 
claimants are set forth in paragraph 
{fl(l] of the regulation. If the author is 
alive, o d y  he or she may daim renewal 
copynght tf the author is deceased, and 
there is a surviving spouse or chiid[ren), 
only the widow(er) and the child[ren) 
may claim; if there is no surviving 
widow(er) or child, and the author left a 
will. then only the author's executor 
may claim: and fmally. the nexi of kin 
may claim. in the absence of (I will, 
under the strict statutory language. 
h part of thts rulemaking. the 

Copynght Office sought specific 
comments on: 

The mma renewal chimant and 
statement of daim in cares whem the author 
has no surviving widow, widower or chihm 
and left a will ~lmlnp executors. but the 
executom have been dschrged I43 FR 885). 

We received one comment relating to 
this question It was suggested that the 
regulation permit the author's legatees 
to apply for the renewal directly where 
the author.leaves a will but no executor 
is able or wilLng to a c t  

What legislative hietory exists on the 
subject suggests that  in desipnahng the 
executor as the proper renewal claimant 
for testate authors, rather than have the 
legatees claim in their own npht the 
Congress was most concerned with the 

efficient admirustration of the author's 
estate. The executor, who is resporsible 
for the adrmnistration of the author's 
testamentary estate, was given special 
power with respect to ~~~d 
copyrights (which are not part of the 
testamentary estate). It was believed 
that the special fiduciary obligahons of 
the executor placed bim or her in a 
position to c m  out the will of the 
testator. The apparent and ultimate 
motivation of Congress was to allow 
authors who were not survived by a 
widower) or children to choose who 
shall own the copynght renewal. 

However, in practice, it has not 
dearly been established how the wishes 
of the testator can be given effect in 
three s p e d c  instances: (I) Whm the 
author has left a wiLl which names no 
executor; (2) where the author has left a 
will which names an executor who 
cannot or will not serve in that capacity; 
or (3) where the author has left a will 
which names an executor who has been 
discharged upon settlement of the estate 
or removed before the estate has been 
completely administered. 

The dilemma posed by the fitst 
situation was resolved in Gibmn v. 
NfredA. Knopfhc. 153 F. Supp. 854 
(SSN.Y.,  19573, affd Gibmn I*. National 
Committee of G i b m ,  255 F2d in (2d 
Cir. 1958. cert denied. 358 US. 828 
(1958). This case held that where an 
author has left a will which names no 
executor, a court-appointed 
administrator cun testamento annex0 
(administrator c.ta.) in existence at the 
time of renewal stands in the shoes of 
the executor and, as  such, is entitled to 
renew the copynght The Copyright 
Office has applied this decision (Part 
11.7.4 of the Compendium of C o p m t  
Office Practices) by accepting renewal 
claims in the name of an exis- 
admtnli;trator c t a .  for an adminlstratar 
de bonis non cum testamento annex0 
(administrator ~ ~ J L c ~ L ] ]  in cases 
where the author has left a wiU which 
names no executur. 

We have decided to propose that t h s  
practice be incorporated in paragraph 
(fJ(3) of the regulation. Furthermore. we 
have followed the spirit of the Gibmn 
decision by extendmg the practice of 
acwptmg renewal clatmrr in the name of 
an a h i n k a t o r  cta. or an 
adminishator d - b n ~ t ~  a s  the case 
may be. to the two x e l g  instances 
noted above Howwer, because of the 
continuing doubt a m u n d m g  claims in 
these two instances, the Copynght 
Office also will accept m f i c t i n g  claims 
to renewal in the name of the next of 
kin. ID this regard the regulation makes. 
clear that registratian by the Copyright 
Office of the canflictmg renewal claims 
"should not be interpreted as evidencing 
the valid@ of either claim." 

W e  have also decided that there is no 
basis for renewal in the names of the 
legatees since Congress in 1909 
deliberately excluded the author's h e h  



from the list of statutory successors. 
6. Appiimtjon by telephone. Under the 

interim regulation. the Copyright Office 
d. under certain cinrumstances. 
accept information required to effect 
renewal registration by telephone. This 
practice started under the former law 
where term copyrights expired 
throughout the year, based on the exact 
date the copyright was originally 
secured. Experience with this practice 
under the current Act has led us to 
propose that we will not accept 
applications by telephone. Under the 
current Act, all copyrights expire on 
December 31 of a given year. The result 
has been that the Copynght Office is 
inundaied with te!ephone applications 
in December of each year, and many 
calls that are placed are not answered. 
We have a major adrmnistrative 
problem, and chance plays a large role 
in determining whether renewal is 
effected. We are proposing to dispense 
with the telephone method of applying 
for renewal. We will accept telegraphic 
or other written forms of 
communication. 

PART 202-REGISTRATION OF 
CLAIMS TO COPYRIGHT 

In consideration of the foregoing, we 
propose to amend Part 202 of 37 CFR. 
Chapter n by adding a new 8202.17 to 
read as follows: 

8 20217 Renewals. 
(a) General. This section prescribes 

rules pertaining to the application for 
renewal copyright under section 30Q(a) 
of title 17 of the United States Code, as 
amended by Pub. L 94-553. 

(b] Definition. For purposes of this 
section, the term "posthumous work" 
means a work that was unpublished on 
the date of the death of the author and 
with respect to which no copyright 
assignment or other contract for 
exploitation of the work occurred during 
the author's lifetime. 

(c] Renewal Time-Limitrs. (1) For 
works origmally copyrighted between 
January 1.1950 and December 31.1977, 
claims to renewal copyright must be 
registered within the last year of the 
original copyright term. which begins on 
December 31 of the 27th year of the 
copyright, and runs thmugh December 
31 of the 28th year of the copyright The 
original copyright term for a published 
work is computed horn the date of first 
publication; the term for a work 
originally registered in unpublished form 
is computed ham the date of registration 
in the Copyright Office. Unless the 
required application and fee are 
received in the Copyright Office during 
the prescribed period before the first 
term of copyright expires. the copyright 
in the unrenewed work terminates at the 
expiration of hventy-eight years hom 
the end of the calendar year in which 
copyright was originally secured. The 
Copynght Office has no discretion to 

extend the renewal time lirmts. 
(2) The provisions of paragraph (c](l] 

of this section are subject to the 
following qualification: In any case 
where the year date in the notice on 
copies distributed by authority of 5 e  
copyright owner is earSer than the year 
of first publication, claims to renewal 
copyright must be registered within the 
last year of the original copyright term, 
which begins on December 31 of the 27th 
year from the year contained in the 
notice, and runs through December 31 of 
the 28th year from the year contained in 
the notice. 

(3) Whenever a renewal applicant has 
cause to believe that a formal 
application for renewal Form REJ, and 
in the case of works under paragraph 
(d)[2) of this section, an accompanying 
affidavit and submission r e l a w  to the 
subsistence of first-term copynght, if 
sent to the Copyright Office by mail. 
might not be received in the Copyright 
Office before expiration of the time 
limits provided by 17 U.S.C., section 
304(a], he or she may apply for renewal 
registration. by telegraphic or similar 
unsigned written communication. An 
application made by this method only 
will be accepted if: (i] The message is 

-received in the Copyright Office within 
the specified time limits: (ii] the 
applicant adequately idenfifies the work 
involved. the date of first publica'Lion or 
original registration, the name and 
address of the renewal d a i m m t  and the 
statutory basis of the renewal claim; [iii] 
the fee for renewal registration, if not 
already on deposit, is received in the 
Copyright Office before the time for 
renewal registration has expired; and 
(iv) a formal application for renewal 
(Form REJ, and in the case of works 
under paragraph (d)(2] of this section. an 
accompanying a f f i d a ~ t  and submission 
relating to subsistence of the first-term 
copynght are also received in the 
Copyright Office before February I of 
the following year. 

[d.) Original Registrution. (1) Except 
as provided by paragraph (d)(l) of this 
section, copynght in a work Hzll not be 
registered for a renewal term unless an 
onginal registration for the work has 
been made in the Copyrignt Office. 

(2) An original registration in the 
Copyright Office is not a condition 
precedent for renewal regstration in the 
case of a work in which United States 
copyright subsists by virtue of section 
9(c] of title 17 of the United States Code. 
in effect on December 31,1977 (which 
implemented the Universd Cop-vright 
Convention) provided, however, bat.the 
application for renewal registration is 
accompanied by: 

(i] An affidavit identified as "Renewal 
Affidavit for a U.C.C. Work" and 
containing the following information: 

(A] The date of first publication of the 
work: 

(B) The place of first publication of the 
work: 

[C] The citizenship of t5,o author on 
the date of fimt publication of the work 

@] The domicile of the author on the 
date of first pubiication of the work: 

(El ha averment that  at the time of 
first publication. ail the copies of !he 
work published under the authority oi  
the author or other copyright proprietor 
bore the symbol accompanied by the 
name of the copynght proprietor and ice 
year of first publication. and t!at United 
States copynght subsists in the work; 

F] The handwritten slgaature of the 
renewal claimant or the duly authorized 
agent of the renewal claimant Tne 
signature shaU ( I )  be accompanied by 
the printed or typemitten name of the 
person signing the &davit and by the 
date of the signature: and (21 shall be 
immediately preceded by the following 
printed or typewritten statement in 
accordance with section 1746 of title 28 
of the United States Code: 

1 certify under penalty of p m  under the 
laws of the United States of America that the 
foregoing is me and correct. 

(ii] A submission relating to the notice 
of copyright and copyrightable content 
which shall be, in descendmg order of 
preference. comprised ok 

(A] One complete copy of the work as 
first published: or 
[B) ( I )  A photocopy.of the title page 

on the work as Eirst published, and 
(2) A photocopy of the page of the 

work as  first published bearing the 
copyTlght notice. and 

(31 A specification as to b e  location. 
relative to each other, of the title and 
notice pages of the work as f i s t  
published. if the pages are diEierent and 
(I) A brief desnjption of the 

copyrightable content of the work. and 
(5) ,ln explanation of the inability to 

submit one complete copy of the work 
as first published; or 

(C) A statement describing the 
position and contents of the copy-right 
notice as it appeared on the work as 
first published. and a brief description of 
the coqflghtable content The 
statement shall be made azd  signed in 
accordance with paragraph (d][2j;i]m of 
tkis section and shall also indude an 
explanation of the inability to submit 
either one complete copy of the work as 
Erst published or photocopies of the title 
and notice pages of the work as first 
published 

(e) Application for Renewal 
Registration. (1) Each application for 
renewal registration submtted on or 
after January 1. 1978 shall be furnished 
on Form RE Copies of Form RE are 
avdab le  free upon request to the Public 
Information Office. United States 
Copyright Office. Library of Congress. 
Wasbg toc .  D.C 20559. 

(2)(i] An application for renewal 
regismtion may be sxbmitted by any 
eligible renewal daimant as sped ied  in 
paragraph (9 of this secrion or by b e  



a k h o r i e d  agent of any such 
. ;T claimanf 

(ii) An application iar renewal 
regismtion s h d  be accompanied by a 
fee of S6. The application shall contain 
the ~nfonnation required by the form 
and its accompanying instructions. and 
shall include a d c a t i o n .  The 
certification shall consist oE (A) A 
designation of whether the a p p l i m t  is 
the renewal daimant or the duly 
authorized agent of sn& claimant 
(whose identity shall also be pven); @) 
the handwritten signature of such 
c i a k a n t  or agenf accompanied by the 
typewritten or printed name of that 
perso& (C) a d e c l m t i m  that b e  
statements made in the application are 
correct to the best of that person's 
howledge: and @) the aate of 
certification. 

(iii) In the czse of an application for 
renewal registrabog for a ioreign work 
pmtecied under me U - C C  which has 
no! been the subiect oi an original 
cop&ght rep&tion, the apblication 
sha!l be a ~ o m o a n i e d  bv a "Renewal 
Affidavit for a U.CC ~ o r k "  and a 
submission relating to the notice of 
copyn.ght and the coppghtable content 
in accordance with paragraph (d)(Z) of 
this section. 

(3) Once a renewal registration haa 
been made, the Copyi@t OEce  dl not 
accept a duplicate application for 
renewd registration on behalf of h e  
s a n e  renewal claimant 
(0 Renewal Uaimants. 11) Except as 

otherwise provided by paragraphs (fj(2) 
2nd (3) of this section, rmewal dauM 
may be registered o d y  in the name(s) of 
h e  eligible perso4s) Ldhg w i t h  one 
of the following classes of renewal 
claimants s p e d e d  in section W ( a ]  of 
the cop~Tyh'!law. Lf the work was a 
new version of a previous work renewal 
may be claimed oniy ia the new mztter. 

(i] In the case of any posthumous 
work or of e1y per id id .  cyclopedic, or 
ot!!er composite work upon which the 
copyright was originally secured by the 
proprietor thereof, the renewal claim 
may be registered in the name of the 
proprietor 

(ii) Ln the csse of any work 
copyqghted by a corporate body 
(othenvise than as assignees or 
licensees of the inhvidual author) or by 
an empioyer for whom such work is 
made for hire, the renewal claim may be 
registered in the name of the proprietor, 
and 

(iii) In the case of any otber 
copnghted work. including a 
contribution by an individual antbor to a 
periodical or to a cyclopedic or other 
composite work the renewal daim mag 
be registered in the nan;e(s) of the 
following personfs) in d e w *  order 
of eiigibiliy. 

(A] The author of the w o k  if still 
liv'k4 

@) The widow, widower, or d d d r e n  
of the author. i f  the author is not living: 
(Cl The authbr's executors. if there is 

a kih and neither the author nor any 
&idow. widower, ar child of the author 
is living: 

@) The author's next of kh. in the 
absence of a will and if neither the 
author nor any widow, widower, ar 
child of the author is lilmg. 
- (2) The provisions of paragraph (fl(1) 
are subject to the following 
qualification: Notwithstan* the 
definition of "posthumous work" in 
paragraph @) of this section, a renewal 
claim may be registered in the name of 
the proprietor of the work, as well as in 
the name of the appropriate claimant 
under paragraph (O(I)[iii), in wy case 
where a contract for exploitation of the 
work but no copyright assignment in the 
work has o m e d  during the author's 

lifetime. However, re@stration by the 
Copyright Office in h a  case should not 
be interpreted as  evidencing the validity 
of the claim. 

(3) The provisions of paragraphs 
(f)(l)(iii)[C) and (D) of this eectian are 
subject to the foliowng oua3icatians: 

(i) ln any case where: (A] The author 
has left a will which names no exeeutay 
@) the author has left a will which 
names an executor who cannot or 
not seme h tha: capadn-: or (C) the 
author has left a viiU which names an 
executor who has been discharped upon 
settlement of the estate or removed 
before the estate has been completelp 
administered. the renen-al claim map be 
registered either in the name of an 
administrator nuo testamento annexo 
(administrator c.t.a.1 or an ariministrator 
de bonis non nrm testamento annexo 
(admizistrator c i b n c t a . )  so eppointed 
by a court of competent jurisdction: 
(g) In any case desciibed in paragraph 

(f)(3)(i) of this section. except in tne case 
where the author has left a wi mlthout 
naming an executor and a court 
appointed administrator c t a .  or 
adrmnistrator d.b.n.cta. is in existence 
at the m.e of renewal registration, the 
renewal claim also may be registered in 
the name of the author's next of kin. 
However, registration by the Copyright 
Office of the contlictmg renewal claims 
in these cases should not be interpreted 
as evidencing the validity of either 
claim. 
(17 U.S.C 3Oe 305. 7M 708) 

Dated: September1% 2982 
David Lad& 
Register of GpyrighQ. 
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