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SUMMARY: The Copyright Office directs 
all claimants to royalty fees collected for 
secondary transmissions by cable 
systcms in 1990,1991, and 1992 to submit 
comment5 as to whether Phase I1 
controvcrsi~s exist a s  to the distributim 
of these funds. The Office is also 
dtrccttng those claimants reporting the 
cxistcmcr of I'hasc I 1  contro\.ersies to file 
a Koticc. of Intent to Participate. 

DATES: Comments on contro\,ersies and 
Notlcrs of Intent to Participate are due  
March 1.5. 1996. 

ADDRESSES: I f  sent by mail, an original 
and fi\,cl c o p ~ ~ s  of the comments on 
contro\.crsic.s and the Notice of Intent to 
Participatcl should be addressed to: 
Copyright Arbitration Royalty Panel 
(CARP), PO Box 70977, Southwest 
Station, Iliashington, DC 20021. If hand 
delivered, an original and five copies of 
thc comments on contro~crsies and the 
Notice of Intent to participate should be 
brought to: Office of the Copyright 
Genc.ral Counsel, James Madison 
Memorial Building, Room 107, First and 
Independence Avenue, S.E., Washington, 
DC 20540. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Marilyn J. Kretsinger, Acting General 
Counsel, o r  William Roberts, Senior 
~ t t o r n e y ,  Copyright Arbitration Royalty 
Panel (CARP), P.O. Box 70977. Southwest 
station, washington, DC 2002'4. 
Telephone (202) 707-8380. Telefax (202) 
707-8366. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 
Each vear, c abh  systems submit 

royalticls to thc. U.S. Copyright Office for 
a statutory Ilcc.nsc1 to retransmit 
broadcast sign.115 to their subscribers. 17 
U.S.C. I1 1. Thcsc royalties are, in turn, 
distributed to the appropriate copyright 
owners by rnc.ans of a cablr royalt!. 
distribution p r t~cvd ing .  Distribution 
prcxtvdings form~.rly conducted try 
the Copyright Koyalt!. Tribunal. 
HoM'L~\.c'~, on  Dcctlmbcr 17, 1993, thca 
Tribunal wa5 .lboltshcd. Royalty 
distribution prtrtuditlgr; are now 
conductrd by ad hoc copyright 
arbitration rovalt\. panels (CARPS) 
con\.encld and cupportcd by thc L-ibrary 
ot Congrc-c .ind thc Copyright Office. 
Ci3pyrlght Ktiyalty Trlbunal Reform Act 
of 1 w 3 ,  r.1.. 103-19n, 107 Stat. 1304 
(1W3) 

Currtlntl\., thr  Copyright Office is 
conducting 1t5 fir5t distribution of cable 
royalticlh under the new CARP regime. 
On March 21, 1995, thC Office 
consolidatcd distribution of the 1990, 
1991 and 1992 cable royalty funds into a 
single proceeding, and announced that it 
would conduct Phase I and Phase I1 
contro\.crsies sequentially. 60 FR 14971 
(March 21, 1995). The Office would first 
conduct a proceeding and convene a 
CARP to resol\re all Phase I controversies 
for thc 1990-92 funds, and,  after the 

proceeding had been completed, would 
"ascertain the existence of any Phase I1 
controversies and conduct separate 
proceedings." ' 60 FR at 14974. The 
Office also announced that it would 
resolve the issue of whether to allow a 
single CARP to resolve more than one 
Phase I1 controversy at the time it 
determined the existence of any Phase I1 
controversies. Id. 

The CARP proceeding to resolve 
Phase I controversies for the 1990-92 
royalties commenced on December 4, 
1995, and will close on  June 1,1996.60 
FR 58680 (November 28,1995). CARP 
proceedings to resolve Phase 11 
controversies, i f  any, may therefore be 
scheduled anytime after June 1,1996, in 
accordance with the Office's decision to 
handle them sequentially. See 60 FR 
14971,14974. Conversely, the ~ffice(also 
seeks to be advised of Phase 11 categories 
that are completely settled. 

11. Comments o n  Controversies 

In order to schedule proceedings to 
resolve Phase 11 contro\*ersies a s  soon a s  
possible after the conclusion of 
arbitration proceedings in Phase I, the 
Copyright Office directs all claimants to 
royalty fees collected in 1990,1991 and  
1992 for secondary transmissions by 
cable systems to submit comments as  to 
whether controversies exist a s  to the 
distribution of these funds. I f  any 
controversies exist, the claimant should 

'The Copyright Office faces the possibility of 
initiating multiple CARP proceedings in 1996. 
Therefore, in the interest of establishing workable 
schedules for the Copyright Office and for the 
interested parties to these future proceedings, the 
Off~ce requests comments concerning the 
ascertainment of Phase I 1  controversies in the 
current cable distribut~on proceeding at this time. 
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specifically name the claimants with 
whom he or she has a controversy. The 
Office also seeks comments as to whether 
each Phase I1 controversy should be 
handled by a separate CARP, or whether 
a single CARP should handle more than 
one or all controversies. Comments must 
be submitted no later than March 15, 
1996. 

1II.Notice of Intent to Participate 

In addition to comments on 
controversies, the Copyright Office 
requests those claimants who have 
identified the existence of a Phase I1 
controversy and wish to participate in a 
Phase I1 distribution proceeding, to file a 
Notice of Intent to Participate in the 
proceeding by March 15,1996. Failure of 
a claimant to file a timely Notice of Intent 
to Participate, or to be represented by 
another claimant filing a timely Notice, 
will subject the Phase I1 claim to 
dismissal. The filing of a timely Notice of 
Intent to Participate is thus critical to a 
claimant being able to present an 
effective claim in a Phase I1 proceeding. 

Dated: February 12, 1996 

Marilyn J. Kretsinger, 
Acting General Cororsel. 

[FR Doc. 96-3437 Filed 2-14-96; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE: 1410-33 

Page 2 of 2 March 1996-500 
ML-520 


