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The existing brick warehcuse at 1203 Front Street is of architectural interest.
‘as it was typical of such facilities built during the 1850's, and its histor-
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the fourth of the elgnt sons of Josiah Stanford, a prosperous farw,r and notel
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. By 1852, Leland's brothers had purchased the easterly half of Lot No. ¥ in the
Dleck bounded by Secord and Third, "K" and "L" Streets in Sacramento.

e property Measur‘ed 18 ¥ 160" with the LG' frontage on the south side of "K"
treet.  Under the old Q*“Met c.dd_ res r'*"uﬁm_nc systen, that maintained until
5280, the mumbers 56 and 58 w ascigned the pvoper’cy Upon this "K' Street
-site, the Stanford brothers est“- lishec 'tne;m first Sacramento store.

Hea

Laland retrnad to California at an o;pkomne time; a3, in 1856, brothers Josiah,
Cm:*;cs and A. P. had acguired business interests in San Francisco and estab-
’s.w:g. T‘eSlCl\_I"CE thera.

The brothers' "K" Street property scemed a logical investment as the ground floor
upported a going merchandising business, and all cf the second floor | office
pace was rented. Leland bought out his brother's interest and took over the

"K" S'treet store, retaining tne original name of Stanford EBrothers.

Lelend Stanford is mentioned for the first time in a Sacramente Directory of
'8‘~€, page 121, as living on Second Strect, between "0" and '"P" Streets and baing
Yof the Staﬁfcmd Erothers, Wholesale Merchants, 56 and 58 "K". This establish-
ment mey be ranked among the oldest and most extensive in the city. The build~
ing waich they occupied was, with the except of that known as the "Lady Adans",
the only one which wholly escaped the conflagretion of November 1852"., (We .
know now that several others also weathered the 1852 fire). In a classified - ---
advertisement on page 125 of this directory, the name of Leland Stanford aione
. appears; the building still being descr'med as the "White Brick Warehouse, Nos.
56 and 58, "K" Street, near Third". :

Lfter 1855, the Stanford Brothers Store at 56-58 "K' Street is no longer listed
in any subsequent directory as, by the end of that year, the store activities
were ‘ransferred to a new bullding Leland had built on the SE corner of "L"

and ITront Streets

Tne new building occunied the northerly half of Lot Ho. 1 in Block 253, bounded
by Teont and Secord "L" and "M" Streets, with a 42'€" frontage on Front and
130' on "L" Strest, It was described thus in the California Times of Novem-
ber 1, 1856; -

"The new store ~F Stanford Brothers at the cormer of "L" ang Front

Streets is nes .y comwpleted and is truly a splendid building., It is 42
rest on Front Surwet and 150 feet long on 'L Street. The main story is

15 feet hign and vuns back the entire length of the building. The walls
of the basement stcry are 1laid in pure cement. The entire cost of the
puilding will be about $14,000.00."

The Tront Street bullding s listed for the first time on paze 89 of the 1857~
5¢ Dircctory as "Stanford Drothers, wWiolesale Merchants, Corner "L and
t- i} . .
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€58, Stanford formed a partnorship with David | : . pioneer
acramento wno had been in bhalrlﬁ.oo there since 1849. The partner— -

: but & year, but long enough to be listed in the 1(1o-59 Directory,
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as "Stanford Brothers & reexer, Wnolesale Merchants, "' and
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o In 18aL, the year Stanford became Governor, he sold the Front Strest property
to wootn & Company . : :

n 1858, the "unite Brick Varehouse" 56-58 "K" Street was demolished; and
{eiana Stanford erected on The site @ new Two-story building —- again with meet-
ing reors on the second Iioor, re tf?{mn”* the nate "‘""ﬁp-'o*‘d Hadl", (It was
Tiis second floor space of the 1858 5 w_ldmf* that, in 1852, Stanford converted

:
ic ciffices for the Ceniral Pacific RPailroad. )

An item of Sent 15, 1852, in the Sacramento bmon records Covernor Stanford let-
ting a conwract with W, F. Know, controctor, for rerodeling the sscond floor at
5~-38 "X Strest to accomodate the offices of the Central Pacific Railroad; and
here tThey remained until the rmain office was moved to San Francisco in 1873,

Leland Stanford retained o mersh“tp of the "K" Street building until 1878 when
he sold the property to Huntington and ilopkins. IHopkins dicd that sare year,
but mmtl.r':gton continued the business under the old firm name; and, in 1880,
corbined the former Stanford building with his own.

The entire complex of the "X" Street Stanford, Huntington, and Hopkins buildings
was demolished in 1866 to make way for the construction of Interstate Freeway
',I\'o. 5. ‘

- IEnough of the orlcr:_nal brick was salvaged, cleaned, palle;ed and S‘tO‘ﬂed in the
~Mundeipal Yarchouse to scrve as face brlck, inerever brick work will be exposed,
- in the propose.u I‘eCORS"""’“Cth”l of the buildings on "I" Street.

‘Ltun..ub.LJ“ SIGNIFICAICE

n 1858,. Seth Babson, the ploneer Sacramento architect, had designed the 8th
Strest house for Charles Crocker, Stanford's associate in the Central Pacific
"Railroad; and the same year Babson designed the Shelton €. Fogus residence at
8‘;2 zrnd V0" Streets whilch Stanford bouzht in 188l and used for his own residerce.
nmliomowing to Sen Frans laow i.-. 1374, Babason maw aloo have been the architect,.

Zor the 18858 YKY Street ¢tore and the 10L0 Iront Strest siore.

The Front Strect store, &s it Dr‘esen‘“ly e.'»{lsts, is guite similar to the Brannan
stores on the SE carner of "§" and Front Streets. 2oth buildings have their
neyrow ILrontage on front Strect, the facades of each consisting of four arched
openings scparated Dy brick plers; the tympanun above the arch spring-line be-
irz closed by a recessed brick panel. On the long facades of both buildings, the
archnes of the Stanford ciore are again separated by brick piers; on the Bramnan
stove by cast-iron pilasters. On t -"f‘cyn Street facade, a good portion of the
orick corniice withdentil course Mala..:, and it is more than llkely that the
Stanford store also origirally had a similer cornice.

‘Ifter the flood of 1861-62, Front Street was raised a full story height in 1884,
To meing the Bramman and SLC.. Fford stores up to grade, it is more than likely
that an acditional floor was edded, rather than that the buildings ware reised.

I +his Is so, tue existing facadss davte from 1664 naumz* than 1853 ang 1856.
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2ldes and furs, occupied the old Stanford -
Buiiding and a sccond floor was added around 1890, Sometime in the 1920's,
& fire destroyed this second floor adaition; and the building reverted to its
present appearance and condition. ‘ ‘ : e

In 1852, W, R. Knight, a dezlcr in

(.

a4

Prepared by

Clyée F. Trudell, Architect

REFZRTNCES: : o
' 1, Sacramento Directories; 1850 = 1870 o
2¢ " The Big Four " ; Oscar Lewis, 1946
3e The Sacremento Gu ide Booli ramento Bee, 1939

4Le W 0l Sacramento "; Part II; State of California, 1958
5e Tho Contennial Editlon; Sacramento Bee, 1957
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERTAL Page 6

THE STANFORD BROTHERS SRORE, HABS YO, CAL=1253
1203 FRONT STREEE,

SACRAMENTO, SACRAMENTO COUNTY,

CALIFORNIA.

Importers and Wholesals Dealers i

_ o
§ STAN FRD BBI]TH[HS& M[EHEH %

ﬁgProwsmns Grocerles Wines

LIQUORS, CIGARS,

;gFlour Grainand Produce %‘%

£ MINING IMPLEMENTS, %’%
¥ MINERS SUPPLIES, ETC..

% CORNER FRONT AND L STREETS, C 9
» SACRAMENTO.

FROM SACRAMENTC DIRECTORY OF 1858
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