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HISTORTC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY R

' CASA MONICA (Zordova Hotel) ' ' HABS No.FL-169

Location:

Original Owner:

Present Owmner:

Present Use:

Architect:

Date of Erection:

Number of Stories:

Overall Dimensions:

i Construction:

Significance:

King and Cordova Streets
St. Avngustine, Florida

Henry M. Flagler
Florida East Coast Hotel Company
120 Broadway, Room 1823

New York 5, New York

Street level remodeled for commercial use
Upper floors largely vacant

Francis W. Smith

Completed 1888

3

300° (King St.] 195' (Cordova St.)

Mass conerete with coquina shell aggregate;

Spanish tile decorative panels;

Cast iron balconies

Less distinguished architecturally than the Ponce de Leomn

or the Alcazar, but forming with them a significant group
of early concrete structures.



CASA MONTCA (Cordova Hotel) ‘ HABS No.FL-169
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BRIEF ARCHITECTURAL IESCRIPTION

The building is designed in an eclectic style with Spanish and Moorish
elements predominating all executed in mass concrete. Morse romantically
concelived and less disciplined than the Ponce de Leon and the Alcazar it
none-the~less has an impressiveness all its own due to the wealth of detail
executed in concrete,

The building has fared worse than its peers in that the street level now
presents an unharmonious succession of individoal commercial shop fronts and
the interior is a mere shell. Originally one passed through an imposing
entrance on King Street left of the round tower (now closed and incorporated
into a2 shop.) The entrance led to an open court planted with orange trees

. with the dining room, a l-story structure, in the rear. The ground floor
~also contained the great drawing facing King Street and 2 glass roofed 108
ft. gallery or "Sala de Sol."™ The kitchen and services were contained in
separate buildings. A chief feature of the sireet elevations are the number
and variety of balconies in both cast-iron and cancrete.
The concrete structure is apparently similar to that of the Ponce de leon
and the Alcagar consisting of 6 parts coquina deposit and 1. part cement.

The concrete surfaces are exposed throughout the exterior.
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