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Aliceanna and Jhestesr Sirsets
Baltinore, Maryland

QWRER:

DATE OF RRECTION:

-

ARCHITECT .

' BUILDER:

PRESEIT CONDITICN,

SURTEER OF 3TORIES.

MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCTION.

OTHER EXISITHG RRCORDS;

The Canton Compsany of Baltimore,
South and Yater 3treets,
Baltimore, Maryland.

1849

Unknosn

Unknown

Not usavle. Rear upper story has
Leen a2dded.

Four

Brick exterior walls., Wood mill con-
struction.

"Canton Days, the First Hundred Years
or 50" by The Canton Compnany of Bal-
timore 1928.
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Baltimore, HMaryland

HISNORICAL DATA

Peter Cooper, 2 Hew York caplitalist and philanthropist, founder
of Cocper Union in Wew York, in tne story of nis life relates:

"In 1828... I was drawn into this speculstion in Baltimore by
two men who represented that they had large means and we bought to-
getner three thousand acres for 104,500, taiing the whole shors from
Felit's Polnt deck for three miles. Avier payl o @y part of the wonoy
Toocoy fovog tnnt U onad palid 203 40t hnd Lee . prlillowpon the pruperty.
Yher we first purchased the property it was in the midst of s great ex-
olitement created by a promise ¢ the rapid completion of the Baltimore
and Chio Railroad."

4

3

In 1828 the founders of the Canton Company bought the twenty-
five hundred acre farm developed bty Col. Jonn O'Donnell and in 1870 a
part of some six thousand adres "between and beyond Harris' snd Cole-
gate's Creeks" which in 1722 Col. Richard Colegate had begqueatned to
his wife and children.

..\

“John O'Domnell, who haa been a Captain in the Last India mer-
chant service and later bheCame a colcnel in tne Maryland MNilitia, came
te the United Otates and settled in Baltimore in 1¥80. Richard Par-
Kinsor iw npis book, "4 Tour in America in 1798," ssys: ‘'"Mr. ('Dornell
told me he had brought here betwsen 80,000 and 70,000 pounds sterling
from the Esst Indies. Ue had planted at Canton an orchard of great ex-
tent of red peaches fcor making peach brandy."

After Peter Cooper s0id nis Canton interest, Willlam Gwynn,
publiisher of the Federsl Gazette was elected Presideut of the Company.
From 18ZZ for iive years the President was 3Jheppard C. lealkin, who
later becmme ¥ayor of Baltirore.

Througnout many years of its History tne people oif Balstimore
remained mostly in ignorance of the affairs of The Canton Company al-
though its shares were largely deslt in by speculstors. Hotwithstoand-
ing "unwsrranted dividends" and "fictitlous saleu" real progress wis
made. In 1850 improvem.nmts amounted to £300,000 and the total estima-
ted vzlue of the property was $2,000,000. 1In 1846 2 cotton miil, Ca-
rey's (Chesapeaxe Furnace and = distillery were lccated in Canton. In
184% the Baltimore Copper 3meltling and Rolling Company was estzblished
and tone compzany erecied a "cowpletely fireprcef” warchouse o0 dlice-
anna and Chester 3trsets. The “eompletely flreprcof' warehocuse wos
rented, first to deccles & Thom, sugar refineries. Often after that snips

) unicaded =zt the pier along side and nogsheads of melasses were plled

. three deep in Chnester Street. Today the building has ocutlived ilts use-
fuiness and lies idle and emptiy. The walls are badly criciied and show
gvidence of dangerous settlement. It 1z still the pro ' the C.nton
Company .
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S5UGAR HOUSE (REFINERY)
Alilceannsz emi Chester Streets
Baltimore, Maryland

Folie's Maps of Baltimore published in 1792 shows &
building desiznated as "Sugar House" at the harbor on
abvout wheat would be an extension eastward of Aliceanna

Street, The map shows no nearbv buildiness,

John I, Secerff,



