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12200 East Jefferson Avenue
Detroit
Wayvne County, Michigan

A: 17. 338 125. 4692420 S 17 .338740.6691900
B: 17.323B4610.4691760 Dy 17 .338500.6692500

uad: Belle Isie, Michigan, 1:24,000
1908~1955
Albexrt+t ¥Eahny Smith, Hinchman & Srvlls

The Chrvsler Corporation
12000 Chyvsler Drive
Highland Paxlk, MI 48288

Demolished 1in 1991

This sprawling complex of factory bulldings
was a principle wmarafacturing faciility for
the Chalmers-Detroit and Chalmers Motor
Company in 1908-1917; for the Mawwell Motor
Motor Cay Qompany in 1917-1%925; and tor the
Chrvsler Corporation in 1%35-1990G. It
inoclunded tvploal eramples of Blberi Eshn's
reinforoed conorete factories trom the
period 1%05H-1920 and latey exaroplies of
single-atory stesl-framed desigas by Kaho
arnd by Smith, Hinchman & Gxylls, anocther
important Detroit architeotural €iym.

#

This dooumentation is the result of a
Memorandum of Agreement among the Chyyvslier
Corporation, the Advisory Council on
Historice Preservation, the State Historic
Preservation Gffice, and the City of Detroit
as a mitigative measure prior to demolition
of theze buildings. It was completed in
HMarch 1993 by Charlez E. Hyde, Wavne 3State
University, Detroit, Michigan 48202
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Suamarvy._of the Historvy of Pro

Patterns to 1920

rerty Holdings and Land Use

Between 1907 and 1917, the Chalmers Motor Corporation and its
immediate predeceszors assembled ten large paresls of land to
craeate this industrial =zite of approzimately 60 acres. Most
af the land was so01d by the estates of Richard Henry Connon
{1812-1903) and Jozeph H., Berry {1839-1947}). A summary chain
of title will be presented helow.

The parcslsz that Chalmers acquired in 1907-1917 were paris of
threes original land grants made by the French during the
first quartexr of the eighteenth century. The U.25. Government
examingd and confirmed these so-called Private Claims betweean
1807 and 1823, In 1814, Hemry Connor {1780-18403, the fathsr
of RBichard Henry Comner, acgquired two of thease tracts
{Private Claims 385 and 38463, containing 197 and 202 acres
reaspectively. He settled on the Detroit River near the mouth
of a creek that toolk hiz name. In 1851, Henry Connoxr's estate
was divided AMong hiz heirs, including Richard Henry Connor.
At some point in the eariy twentieth century., the street at
the eastern edge of his lands, originally Connox’s Creek
Foad, became Conner Avenue, while the one at the western edge
remained "Conhor's Lane.” Tonnor's Creed is now canalised
south of Freud, while it is carlfed by a covered brick and
concrete Cundult north of Freud,

By the sarly itwentieth cenbtury, Joseph H. Bexrry owned much of
the land in this district. Bevyry had begun a successiul
varnish manpufacituring businsss in 1858, &t age ninebeesn, and
by the sarly twentisth century was involved in the
manufacture of charcoal ilvon, wood alcochol, and barrels.

He was also a major landowmner on the esast side of Deitroit.
Beyry was directly vresponsible for developing this area as an
industrial district., He had combined his irommaking
enterprises into the Lake Superior Iron & Chemical Cowpany in
1907, intending to build a major ironworks at this general
location. He was more impoxtant, however, in almost single-
handedly developing and promoting the Detroil Texminal
Railroad. Berry provided the right-of-way to the new line
scouth of Jefferson Avenuve at no oost. His death in 19%; Qe
before development of this district had gone forward.
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Original and Subseoguent Dwners

The following is an incomplete chain of title to the ssgments
of Private Claim 386 {(Lots 1-3) hetween Freund and Jefferson

Avenus,

Feference is o the Tract Books in the Clerk's Office

of the County of Wavne, Michigan.

1504

1851

1867

1949

1910

1911

1917

Patent, 7 May 190&, recorded in Liker 662, p. 236,
{Private Claim 3HA)

United States, by President James Monroe, o Henry
Connor, Assignee of Joseph Leonard Trombly.

Partition of Estate of Henry Connor, decsased,
13 Beptember 18581, recorded in Liber 4%, p. 487.
Lot 1 to Benjamin H. Conpnor: Lot 2 to Andrew H.
Connor: and Lot 3 to Sally Connor.

Yarranty Deed, 21 Pebruarv 1867, recorded in Liber
132, . 384, (Lot 1}
John H. Connor o BEichard H. Connor.

Warranty Deed, & August 1909, recorded in Liber 721,
. 528, (Part of Lot 1)

Trustees of the Estate of Richard H. Connsr o William
W. Hannan.

Warranty Deed, & Januarv 1918, recordsd in Liber 7321,
B, 530. {(Part of Lot 1}
William H. Hannan to the Chalmers-Detroit Motor Co.

Warranty Deed, 28 July 1911, recordsd in Liber 78&,
. 491, (Part of Lot 1)

Trustess of the Estate of Richard H. Connor to the
Chalmers-Detroit Motor Co.

Warranty Deed, 20 April 1917, recorded in Liber 1144,
p. 274, {Part of Lot 1]

Truzstees of the Estate of Richard H. Connor to the
Chalmers Motor Co.
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Orizinal  and Subseguent Owners {(Continued?

i8%2

1854

1867

1873

isa7

15407

1949

1917

Warranty Deed, 15 September 1852, recerdsd in Liber
46, p. 200. (Lot 33
William Chapoton to Eustache Chapoton.

Warranty Deed, 4 April 185%&%, recordsd in Liber 53,
. 123, (Lot 23

Andrew H. Connor to Augustus Chapoton.

Warranty Deed, 2% June 1867, recorded in Liber 123
., 359, {Lots 2 and 23}
Eustache Chapoton to John Kelly.

Warranty Deed, 20 August 1873, recorded in Libex 172,
. 12, {(Lots 2 and 3)
John Eelly to William Wreford and George Bedok.

Warranty Deed, 8 July 1907, recorded in Liber 672,
. 45%1., {(Lots 2 and 33

William Wreford and George Beck to the Union Trust
Co. ., Administrator of the Eastate of Joseph H. Berrv.,
Warranty Deed, 2 Auzust 1907, recorded in Liber 672,
. B94%, {Parts of Lots 2 and 1),

Union Trust To. to the E.R. Thomas-Detroit Co,

Warranty Deed, 16 June 1909, recorded in Liber 7043,
. 75. {Parts of Lots 2 and 3).
nicn Trust Co. to the Chalmers-Detroit Motor Co.

Warranty Deed, 20 April 1917, recorded in Liber 1199,
p. 163, (Part of Lot 2}).
Trustees of the Beryry Estate to the Chalmers Motor Co.

Warranty Deed, 23 February 1923, Ho. GFO717 (Partq of
Lots 2 and 3.
Trustees of the Berry Estate to the Maxwell Motoxr Co,

Warranty Deed, 28 Juns 1925, recerded in Liber 111.:-2F
. 373 {Parts of Lots 2 and 3.
Maxwell Motor Corvporation to the Chryslexr Jorporation.
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Driginal and Subssquent Owners {(Continued]

jozg Warranty Deed, 2 Busust 1929, No. BY25i8 {(Parts of
Lot 2.
Trustees of the Berrv Estate to the Chrvsisr
Corporation.

1934 guit Claim beed, 23 Rugust 1934, yecoorded in Liber
4283, p. 548 (Parts of Lotz 1 and 2%.
Huron Farms Company to the Chryvsler Jorporation.

1934 Quit Claim Deed, 24 ARugust 193&, recorded in Liber
428%, p. 534% (Parts of Lots 1 and 2}%.
Trusteses of the Berry Estate to the Chrvsler
Corporation.

The Follewing iz an incomplete chain of title to the segments
of Private Claim 385 {(Lots 4-6) between Freud and Jefferzon
Avenue. BFefarence iz to the Tract Books in the Clerk’s OFffice
of the County of Wavne, Michigan.

igia Warranty Deed, 7 June 1814, recorded in Liber 2,
p. 448, {Private Claim 385}
Louwis Trombly. Sr. to Henry Connor.

i%0a Patent, 7 May 1906, recorded in Liber 662, p. 237.
(Private Claim 285)
United States, by James Monroe, President, to Henxvw
Connoy, Assignee of Leonard Trombly.

igs1 Partition »f the Estate of Henry Connor, deceased,
13 September 1851, recorded in Libexr &9, p. 489,
{Lots &4-6)Y., Assigned to John H. Connor, et al.

1867 Warranty Deed, 13 Hovember 1867, recorded in Liher
132, p., 134, {Lots & and b}
Jane Seligman to Jobhn Kelly.

18773 Warvanty Deed, 20 Bugust 1873, recorded in Liber 172,
p. 12, (Lots 4 and 5}
John Kelly to William Wreford and Seasrge. Beolo,
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Uriginal and Subsemquent thners (Continued)

1907

1909

1917

1920

1923

1929

Warvanty Deed, 8 July 1907, recorded in Liber 672,
p. 5L, {Lots & and 5)

William Wreford and George Beck to the Union Trust
Co., BAdministrator of the Estate of Joseph H. Berry.

Deed, 16 June 190%, recorded in Liber 703, p. 75,
(Loots & and & hetwesn Edlie 5+t. and Connor's Creek)
Union Trust Co. to Chalmers-Detroit Moitoy Lol

Warranty Deed, 20 Boril 1917, rvecovded in Liber 1166,
p., 272, {Paxt of Lot & south of Connwor's Oreek).
William J. Connoy, Trustee of Richard H. Connor,
deceased, to the Chalmers Motor o,

fhait Claim Deed, 20 April 1920, recorded in Libey
1193, p. 7. {Lots &, hetween Connor's Creek and
Jetferson Avenae.

William J. Conner, Trustee of Richarxd H. Connor,
degeazsed, o the Chalmers Moteor Corporation.

Warranty Deed, 246 February 1923, recorded in Liber
159%, p. 402, {Parts of Lots & and 53

Trustees of the Berry Estate to the Mazwesil Motoxr
Corporation.

Warranty Deed, 2& Juns 1925, No. BHE1SLH {(Parits of Lots
 and 57. _
Mazmwell Motor Corvporation to the Chrysler Corporation.

Warranty Deed, 2 August 192%, No. B9251i8. (Parts of
Lots &4, 5 and 6) .
Trustees of the Berry Estate to the Chryslier Corp.
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Physical Development of the Manufacturing Plant Thryoush 14939

The beginnings of what bhecame a vast automobile manufacturing
and assembxly plant zouth of Jefferson Avenue and west of
Conney can be traced to 28 June 1907, when the City of
Detroit izsuesd a building permit (Neo. 1798) to the E. R.
Themas-Detroit Company to construct a "Cement Manufactory®
three stories high, meazuring 60 feet bv &G0 fest, at an
ezstimated ozt of 100,006, This was the fixst of 13 large
reinforced-concrete buildings constructed at this zite
bhetween 1908 and 1917. Feur of these, each measuring 60 by
400 feet, ran parallel to each wther and reached four stories
in height. Smaller wings axtended out from the main
buildings, which were also interconnected by four-story
bridges. By 1918, the complex included eight additiconal
substantial buildings of waricous designs. The constraction of
the malor buildings will be delineated in detail below. This
report will also include site plans for the complex at ey
henchmariks - 1910, 1918, 1929, 1946, and 1955.

The buildings constructed by Chalmers (19503-19187 were mainly
of reinforced concrete design, with several excepticons.
Albert Kalhm (1869-1942) designed virtuaily all of the
Jhalmers complex, which included some of his sarliest
industrial work in reinforced concrete. Eahn's first concrete
factory bPuilding was the Packard Motor Car Company Plant
Number Ten (1905) in Detroit. The fellowing yvear, Kahn
completed the designs for a multi-building manufacturing
complex for the George N. Pierce Company, an automckhile
manufacturear in Buffaloe, Hew York, The first three reinforeed
conerete factory buildings of the Chalmers complex predate
the first building Kahn designed for the Ford Motor Company
Highland Park plant, completed in late 19G9. Kahn estaklished
himself a3 the principle architect to the Detreit automolils
industry duxring the period 1905-1920 by completing
substantial factory designzs for Packard, Chalmers, Ford,
Dodge Brothers Company, Hudson Motor Car Company, Losier

Motor Car Company, Continental Motor Company, E. F. Goodrich
Rubbey Companv, and . S. BEubber Company, among others.
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Kahno designed almost all of the structures completed by 1918,
The sarliest factorvy buildings were originallv constracted as
TLhree-story structuyes, with a fourth floor added later. The
first unit was finished in =sarly 1%08, while the second and
third paralliel threese-storvy conoryete buildings {(Permit Ho.
1438, dssusd 30 June 190%), were finished in 1%09. Chalmers
also received a permit on 3 December 19%0% (Ho. 718-R) for
mdditions to twoe of the muildings already standing, probably
o add a8 fourth fiocor to emach. In 1%1Z, the two esastermmosh
tuitldings were linked bw 2 four-story Y"hridge® 134 feet long
with its own wing 192 feet long extending o The south .
{Permit Ho. 3335, issued 17 Rugust 1912}, Building permits Jdo
not show when the LThird main building reosived z fourth
floor, bt a Chalmers oatalogue of 1%1% shows a foaxmcth floox
on all the wings. The company filied in the open oourt
petween the two sasterreecst wings with 2 ons-story stesl-
tldﬁ&d building with sawbooth 1out monitors {Permit Ho. E72%-
B, issued #§ July 19id). B freestanding twe-shtory concrete
buildiﬁg measuring 0 feet by 200 et was srectsd souhh of
+the main ocomplex In eaxrly 1916 and enlarged te fomr stories
later in the veay {Feymits Ho. 111%L, issued 1 Hovember 1915
and 164-A, 1ssued 3 February 19148}, Pinasily, s fourth mador
wing, 50 feet by 400 feet {Permit Ho. 2647, issused 1 May
1%16), was completed in 1317 on the site of a ons-sthtory
cement bhlock warehouse built in 19085, R connectlon Dridege
{Permit Fo. 2ZB4Z2-B, issued 1% Ootobey 1918) linked the new
wing with the one to the east.

vy 1918, the uﬂmplpﬂ included more than a doren additional
bulldlngﬁ of varicus desgigns, but onlv one of these {Testing
Building} survived a later construction boom of 1925-190%,
The Vinton Company ervected a one-story “Worehouse of Cement
Biocks, " measuring &0 feet Ly 256 feet, just sast of the
first three-story reinforced conoreste fachkory bailding
{Peymit No. 1410, issuved 20 July 1%08). Habn designed a one-
story stesl-framed building, described as a "Testing :
Building,™ in 1%10. Measuring 5% feet by 15& feet overall, it
extended from the southeast edge of the complex. {Fermit Ho..
278, izsued 21 February 19103 . He also designed o two-stoxry
steel-framed storage building, measuring 70 Lest by 177 feet,
with a heilght of 21 feet, imuated sonth of the wain taa?ary
buildings {Permit No. 4476, issued 2 December 1%11).
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Finally., Kahn designed a one-story steel-framed building, 60
feet wide by 150 feet long, with a large central roof monitor
sxtending the length of the building (Permit Wo. 11675,
issued 12 December 1916). This aiiding, located at the =ownth
adge of the complex, was part of the stamping plant.

By 1918, the Chalmers ocomplex also incluaded fonr subs
wood- framed buildinegs, along with Jozens of smallexr sheds,
The building permits for tThese frame buildings were 1lssus
+the Chalmers Company and ot to an architeot, suggesting th
the awtomaker designed these structures inhernally.

P

E!I
ot

Q

The first of these was & one-story storags shed measuvring 148
tfeet by 160 feet, located =zt the rear of the property {(Permit
No. 5240, issued & Decembex 19123, The second was o one-story
styuoture measuring &0 feet by 152 feet, located west of the
1908 factory ailding (Perwit NHo. 7571, isswned 7 May 19131,
This fysme bullding serxrved as an anditorium and rTestaurant
for the plant. A one-story frame office building, 20 feet hy
60 feet, was constructed in 1917 in front of the 1945
concerete factoyy wing arvl attached to 1t {Fermit Heo. %30%5,
issued L0 Qotober 1916). Finally, a frame storage bullding,
44 teet wide and 69 feet long, was Milt toward the rear of
the property in 191§ (Peymit Ho. §8Z5%, isswsd 16 Apail 191&3.

The Jefferson Avenie plant expandsd in the late 1930=s,
with four majior new stesl-framed buildings and smaller
additions to the existing plant. The Detroit architesctural
firym of Smith, Hinchman & Grvlls {SH&S) designed the new
bpuildings. Its predecessor, Fileld, Hinchman % Swith {(FHASS,
had specialized in industrial work during its hrief life
{1303-1206 ). FH&S designed the Olds Gascline Engine Works
{1304} in Lansing, Michigesn, and the Ford ¥Motor Company
Piguette plant {(1904) in Detyoit. Before begirming its work
at the Jefferson Avenuve plant, SHAG designed the Dort Mobor
oy Company plant {1910} in Flint, most of the Todge
Brothers' Oompany plant {(19%10-1928%) in Hamtramck, Michigan,
arnd the Gen?ral Motoys Corporation Central Forge Plant (19183
in Detreoit.
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The firat major new building SH&SE designed was the Enameling
Puildins {(Job No. 60G632Y, bullt dirvectly asouthh of the 1908
conncerete factory. The conzstruction contract was dated &
Degember 1927, but the uilding was not completed until 19338,
The W.E. Wood Company of Detroit was the contractor and 4id
the workh For 3118,746, Thisz steel and glaszzs building was &0
feet wide and 420 feet long, with its wesatern half two
stoxries high and the eastern half one story high.

The second new building waz the Shipping Dock (Job Ho. &1333,
messuring 107 fteet by ZHE feet, and lovated west of the 194G
conorete building on the site of the restaurant built in
1913, This was a steel and glass styuciure that covered o
large conorete loading platform split by veilroad ftracks
extending the length of the building. It included 2 one-story
attached brick headheuse {office) measuring €0 feet by 131
feet. The W.E. Wood Comparty of Tetroit bnilt this facility at
a most of $122,002. The construction contract was signed in
July 1928 and the wilding complsted ilater that vear.

SHEG's thivyd project was the Assemiplv Building {(Job No.
125}, a long, rectangulsy steel and glass ailiding measuring
110 feet wide and 1,000 fest long, with & rectangular center
voof monitor 40 feet wide., It was comnected with and sxtended
south of the majior reinforced concrete wing completed in
1%17. The ¥Walbridge, Aldingery Company contracted on 10 May
1928 to construct the building at a onst of 502, 10%.
although the contracts and drawings call this the “"Assembly
Buitlding, ™ the 192% Sanborn map of the ayea showed the
puilding housing spraying and drviong ovens.

The last maior SH&S building of this pericd was the Machine
Shop {Job Hos. 6201 and 6439), a veochangwlar stesl and glass
builiding, 162 feet wide arnsd 770 feet long, with foux
rectangulay roof wmonitors running the length of the building.
The contractor for the original building was H. G, Chyistman-— -
Burke, who completed the proiject for #360,574. The drawvings
were prodaced in Septembey - December 1928 and the building
was finished in 1929%. Smith, Hinchman & Grvlls also designed
+he first addition to the Machine Shop in September 19Z2% and
this was completed the following vear. The addition wade the
building 1,100 feet lomeg and extended it south to Freud.
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The Chrvsler Corporation had SHES design several "in-fill”
buildings to better utilize the availahle space =zt Lthe site.
The firm Jdesigned a four-story rectangulay reinfoxrced
conecrete building teo £i1l in the Yoourt" between the second
and third concrete factoyy wings at the north end of the
complex (Job No. 6200, drawings dated 20 Septembex 19:28).
SH&S also designed & four-story reinforced oconeorete addition
to the scuth end of the third conecyele factory wing (Job Ho.
61%99), It measured 100 feet by 135 fest. The bullding
contractor was R. H. Hidev, who completed this project in
late December 1928 at a ocst of $1446,326.

Twe previouslv-open Yoourts™ were also filled in with one-
story steel and glass buildings with sawhbooth voof monditors
to allow for natural lighting. The largest, which filled in
the space hetween the legs of the "H" at the northeastern
corner of the complex, mezsured 190 feet by 110 fest. The
geoond, located between twoe of the older wings and in the
middle of yeinforced conoryete buildings, was &0 feet wide mnd
210 feet lomz. The precise dating of these steel-framed
additions is not known, but they were probably built in the
late 1920s, and in all likelihood, were designed by
Chrysler's bullding snginesys. They are absent in the 1%23
Baist real estate atlas of the area, but ayxre cleariy shown in
the 1929 Sanborn insurance map of the oomplex.
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sical Development of the Manufaoboring Flant From 1%2% £o
the Hecent Past

Although Chrvslier added four mador new structures to this
plant after 1929, along with major additions to existing
buildings, the complex was not fundamentallv chansed between
1929 and 1955, when the last major new constructlion was
Finished. Betmesn 1955 and 1990, noe significaant changes toolk
place in the number and lavout of the maier builldings,

The first maljor new buillding completed after 1929 was the
Office and Display Puilding (19333, designed by Albert Kahn.
A mignificant building on its own merits {see acgoompanying
report, HAER No., MI-49-F), it blocked the view of the
aszembly plant from Jefferson Avenue. The smecond was a largs
steel-framed building measuring 130 fest by 550 feat along
the scouthwest edge of the property in 193%. Designed by 3H&S,
it housed an employvment office and hospital at the north end,
while more than three~quarters of the building was uzsed two
ship exported vehiclex, It was demoliszhed sometime in the
19705, The third new bLuilding was the Service Building at the
gorner of Jefferson and Terminal (Job No. 1646-BK), designad
by Albert Kahn Associates {BAEAY. This steel and glass
structure, finished in 1%46, was 135 feet wide and 475 feest
long, Finally, ARR deszigned a convevor bridge {(Job Ho., 158486-
FY which crossed Jeffersqon Avenues and connectsd the
Kercheval (bodyl plant directly with the Jefferscn plant,
Completed in 1955, it consisted of one ateel -framed segment
measuring 30 feet wide and 210 feet long, which orossed
Jefferzson Avenus at the secgond flooxr level, and & second
steel ~framed segment, 25 fset by 325 Feel, which extended
along the front of the original concrete buildings.

Other chansges included a 105 foot by 260 foot addition to the
Shipping Dock, completed in 1938; a large (i53 feet by 1100
feet) addition to the Machine Shop, completed in December

1% 4; and a 110 foot by 37% foot extenszion to the Assembly
Bullding, completed in December 1945, AKA designed all three
additions and the W, E, Wood Company of Detroit built them.
With these additions, the Shipping Dock was BO0O fFeet long,
the Assembly Building7ext&nded back to Frend, and the Machine
Shop doubled in size.
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The Jefferson Avenus Plantis Place in the Histerv of the
Datreoit Automebile Indusi>y and the Chrvsler Corporation

Edwin R. Thomas, a manufacturer of automokiles baszed in
Buffalo, New York, estalrlished a Detreit branch of his firm
in 1907, the E.R. Thomas-Detroit Company. Hugh Chalmers
{iB73-1932%, a succeszsful sxecutive with the National Cash
Register Company, bought moast of Thomas's shares in the
Detyroit company and renamed it the Thalmers-Detrolt Company
in June 1908. He introduced & ropular mid-priced car, the
Chalmers 30, the same vear. Hugh Chalmers changed the
gorperate name to the Chalmers Motor Company in 1910 and tao
the Chalmers Motor Corpeoraticon in December 1917. The fivm
produced increasingly expensive cars that 4id noet sell. In
1917, Chalmers leased all of its plant and equipment to the
Maxwell Motor Car Company foxr five vears. At the same time,
Mamwell relocated its corporate headgquarters to the Chalmers
plant on Jafferson Avenue.

Maxwell already ocwned a considerable shares of Chalmers stock
in 19317 and virtually all of the shares by 1920. The twe
firms had practicaliy merged by the late 1910s. Walter E.
Flanders served asz president of beth gompanies starting in
1917, When Masxwell -Chalmers teetered on the sdge of
bankrupteoy in 1920, the creditors replacsed Flanders with
Walter P. Chrvslier, who recorganizsd and merzed the two firms
to form the Maxwell Motor Corporation in 193X, The new
company produeed Chalmers cars until the end of the 1923
model vear. Sales of the Maxwell remained strong until 1924,
when Walter Chrysler introdducad an entirelv new G-oviinder
car that ocarriesd his own name,. The new Chrysler car outsold
the Maxzwell, which Walter Thrvsler discontipusd in 1925, when
ne reorpanized the firm azs the Chrvysler Corporation.
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Waiter Peroy Chryvsler (1875-1940) was born in Wamego, ¥ansas,
the son of a WUnionm Faoifice Eailreosd locomobtive enginesy. He
beozme & master locomotive mechanlc and worked for the
American Locomotive Company in Pittshorgh in 1910- 19212,
before ssrving as the works manager for the Bulock Motox
Company in Flint, Michigan in 1912-1916. He proved fto e a
mechanical and production genius at Buick, where he was
promoted Lo president and general managey {1916-19248).
Chywsler also held the post of exeouilve vice-president at
Beneral Motors in 1%31%-1920. Chrvsler resigned from his posts
at Seneral Motors in Maroh 1930, angsired over William .
Tarant's interference in Buickh's internal apervations.
Chyvsler then became the zavior of failing auvtomoblile
companies,

Shortly after leaving Buiok, Walter Chryzsler regeived an
invitation to save the financiallyv-troubled Willys-Overland
Company. The firm's creditors offered Thrvsler a base zalary
of 3#75%0,000 and fringe benefits that would bring his pay ue
to 1 million., He served as axecutive vice-president of
Willyve-Overland in 1920-1921 and resoued the firm from
bankrupteoy through cost-outting and recrganization. The
historic intertwining of the Chyrysler and Willilvs corporats
histories is filled with ironyv. Thanks to Walter Chryslexr's
efforts, Willys-Overiand survived, designed and built the
Jeep for the U.3. Army during the Second World War, and a
civilian version thereafter. The Kalser-Frazer Corporation
acqguired Willvs in 1952 and continued makting the profitable
Jeep. The Bmerican Meotors Corperation in turn took over the
firm known as Kaiger Jeep in 1970 and the Chrysler
Corporation subsequently bought Bmerican Motors in 1987,
larzgely to acquire the Jeep product line,. Chryszler's
replacement plant for the historic Jefferzon Avenue complex
now marmafactures the Jeep Grand Chevokee.



CHEYSLER CORPORATION, MANUFACTURIHG TLANT
{Chalmers Motor Uorporation)
HAEE HNo. MI-24-A {Pagese 151}

In 1920, the bankers whe were owed $726 million by Momwell-
Chalmers convinced Chrvsler to reorganize arndd manage The
firm. He agreed to do so if they would grant him oounpleie
control and an additiconal #15 miillion in working capital.
Chivsler liguidated the Chalmers operaetions and its cars in
September 1922 and introdaced successful new Maxwell models
in 1%22 and 1%23. The pathbreaking Chrvsliery S3ix introeduced in
1924 assured his suecess. Froduction began at the Jefisyvson
Bvenue plant in late December 1923 and Walter Chryvyslery showsd
the new wmodel at the Hew York Auto Show in Jamsyy 1934,
Bvallable in six different body stvles, the new model sporied
a six-cviindey, high-compression engine and four-wheel
hydraulic brakes, both firsts among mass-produced cars. The
oar impressed investment bankers encugh to oonvinoe them o
grant Chryvsler =z %5 million loan to go inteo ftull-scoale
production. The success of the Sixes enabled Waltex Chyvslier
+o take complets control of Maxwell, which he reconstitubed
as the Chrvsler Corporvation on 6 Juns 1925, Later that vear,
he discontinued the Maxwell car, and in 1974 introducsd three
additionzl Chyysler wmodels.

Chyvsler's purchase of the Dodge Brothers Company in July
1928 and the completion of the Plvmouth Lynch Road assembly
plant later that yveasr, gave the Chyvslery Corporation encagh
factory space to produce its expanded lineup of models - the
Chryslery, Dodge, De Sots, and Plymewuth swibowmcbhbiles. The new
manufacturing capacity enabled Chrvsler to increase its sales
from 192,000 cars in 1927 te 450,543 in 1%2%, making it ons
of the top three U, 8. automoblle companles. Chrvsler
weathered the Great Depression much better than Ford ox
General Motors, Production in 1933 had rebounded back to the
1929 level and in 1940-1%41, Chivsler averaged over 200,000
passenger cars per vear. Chrvsler became the number twoe F.5.
sutomobhilile marufacturer in 1933, trailing only General
Motors, and Chyvsier maintained that position until 1952,
That is not Lo say, however, that Chrvsler did not suffer
freom the Sreat Depressicn or make costly errores along ths
way. The Chrysler and De Sotc Alyflow models, radical in
design and in stvling, appeared in the 1934 model veasr and
survived through the 1937 gﬁﬁ&l vear, bal wers a diszster in
terms of sales and profits.
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The Jefferson Avenue plant plaved an ilntegral part in the
United Auvtomobile Workers' {(URW) successful organization of
much of the U.2. automobile industry 1n 1937. The UAW
initialilvy won recognition Crom General Motors in mid-February
1937 following a &4-day zit-down strike at select General
Motors plants in Flint. Because of Henry FPord's rigid
oppozitlion to unions, the UAW leadership picked Chrysier as
its next tarset. On the afterncoon of 8 March 1937, workers at
&1} nine Thrysler plants in the Detrolt area simul taneously
sat down and about 17,000 bharricaded themselves inside the
plants. A Wayne Jounty judese issued an injunction orderins
the men to leave the Chryszler plants by 17 March, butbt pro-
union orowds of more than 14,000 gathered at the sgates of the
Jefferson Avenue and Dodge Main plants and prevented any
police acticon. The UAW finally vacated the Thrysler plants on
25 March after Governor Frank Murphy pledged to keep the
factories shut during the negotiations that followed. CIO
president John L. Lewis and wWalter Chrvsier siﬁfed an
agreement two weeks later vecognizing the URW.

At the same time thaot the manufacturing and assembly
operations south of Jefferson Avenus were expanding through
the late 1930s, the Kercheval (body) plant north of Jetfierzon
grew as well. By 1941, the two plants had 2 combined
employment of 14,000 and produced 850 cars pexr day. All the
bodies were manmufactured zt the Kercheval plant and then
transported across Jefferson Avenue on f%aﬁbed trucks, which
souid cavyy only eight bodies at a time. 4

Chrvsler, along with the rest of the Detrcit auvtamobiles
industry, was a major supplier to the federal government
Juring the Second World War. Jefferson Avenues was one of
Thrvsler’s most lmportant wartime plants, buiiding a wide
Tange of pyoducts, including industrial engines {119,814},
marine engines {21,131}, and multi-bank engines {%,965). Much
of the production had naval applications - submarine nets
{1,9% ), marine tyactors (8,228), fire apparatus {20,4048),
mainly for use on ships: and the YSea Mule" Harbor Tug.
Jefferson also turned cut 9,002 pontoons, 1,550 search light
reflectors, 352 air raid sirens, and 253 smolie scresns. '
Wartime production included wings for ﬁurtia-ﬁri%%t airplanes
angd parts for the B-26 Martin "Marauder®™ bowmber. o :
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The Jefferson Bwvenue complex reached its peak producticon and
enplovment in the late 1950s, after Chrvsler built a $£20
million addition to the Hercheval plant in 1%55. The new
buildings housed modern Body-in-White assembly lines and
painting facilities, which enabled Chrvsler to produace welded
bodies prior to painting. In the lats 1%50=, the oomplex
emploved 16,500 and produced 1,200 cars pey dav. To eliminate
the costly and harmiful practice of transporiing hodies to the
assembly plant across the street by trock, Chrvsler unilt o
bridge over Jefferson Bvenue in 1%55 Lo house boody convevor
lines. Ths bridge connected the ftwo plants at the second
floor level .t

The Jefferson Avenus plant remained a significant automolile
assembly plant until it closed in February 1990, During the
energy crises of the 19705 zet ofF by OPEC, the Chrvsler
Corporation suffered more than General Motors or Ford becauss
Chryvzler had emphazized large, fuel-inefficient wshicies.
When the entire U.53. auts industry weathersd a major downturn
in 1974, emplovment at Jefferson Avenue dropped from 6,000 to
only 2,000 workers. Chryzler later spent #3100 million to re-
tocl the plant to produce the pew line of compacih cars, the
so~called "K-Carz” {Dodge Avies and Plymouth Reliant).
Jefferson BAvenue produced its first K-Cars in Bugust 1980 and
their sucecess helped sasve the Chrysier Corporation from
bankruptey. Despite its age and decrepid appearances on the
cutaside, Jefferson Avenue was a "atate of the art” automobile
assembly plant in the eariy 1980s, with Unimate welding
robots and the Robogate body framing and weliding svstem.
Jefferson Avenue produced K-Cars until Februsry 1989, when
Thrvsler moved the production of the subcompact Dodge
Omni/Plymeouth Horizon twins there. Extremely slow sales of
the OnnisHorizon soeon forced Chrysler to discontinue
production. Chrysliexr permansntly closed the Jefferson Avenus
assembly plant in February 1990, temporarily laving off 1,700
workeras and ending eightv-two years of operations at this
site. Most of those workers were subsequently re-hired to
work in & new aSS%mbly plant built on the north side of
Jeffexyson Avenue.l
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. Architectural Drawings: Original drawings have surviwved
for the Jefferson Avenue plant buildings deszigned by
Aibert Kahn. Thev are prezsesrved in the corporate
archives of Albert Kahn Associates, Architects and
Engineers, the Albert Kahn Building, 7430 Second Avenus,
Detroit, Michigan 48202, Original drawings have also
survived for most of the builidings designed by the
architectural fivm of Smith, Hinchman & Grvilis. Thess
also survive in microfiche form in the office of
Smith, Hinchman & Grvils Assoclates, Inc., 150 West
Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226,

B. Historvic Views: Three major sources of historic views
were identified. The largest collection, approximately
1,500 wviews, is found at the Chrvsier Historical
Collection, the Chrvsler Corpeoration, 12000 Chryslexr
Drive, Highland Park, Michigan 48288, The National
Automotive History Qoiiection at the Detreit Public
Library, %201 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigsn 4R2062,
has roughly 600 historic photographs, primarily interior
views, The office of Rlbert Kahn Associatesz in Destroit
also has approximately 150 views.
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