Reed, Pleasant, House HABS No. MS-186

928 Elmer Street
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ARCHITECTURAL DATA FORM

!ATE | COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY
MISSISSIPPI HARRISON BILOXI

HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (/NCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) | HABS NO.
REED, PLEASANT, HOUSE (original owner with Mrs. Reed) MS-186

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS [DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES]
928 Elmer Street

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLURE SOURCE) ARCHITECTI(S) (/INCLUDE SOURCE)
c. 1887 Built by Pleasant Reed

SIGNIFICANCE {ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE QF STRUCTURE]
Significant as a vernacular form and as a symbol of the contribution made by the local Black

community to the history of Biloxi. Biloxi was favored by newly freed Blacks both because
of job availability and because the old seaport already supported a heterogeneous population
inclndingg "free men of color™ and provided a Latin tolerance foxr cultural variations.

STYLE (/F APPROFPRIATE] Example of a picturesguely detailed "shotgun" house, a style that became
one of the dominant residential types on_the Mississippi coast during the late 19th century.

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (/INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)
ood frame construction set on short brick piers. Roof originally wood shingles

W

_PT’E AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)

The original one story shotgun house measured 35'8" (including a 6' 3"porch) by 16é' 5". A
itchen ell measuring 14' 1" by 23'11" was added later at the back.

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE "The facade or western elevation of the hip-roof "shotgun" form
house 1is sheltered by a nicely detailed inset gallery supported by squareposts. A robustly
turned spool frieze carried by diminutive flat sawn corner brackets runs beneath the plain
cornice board and continu :ous eaves. The facade 1s set in German siding, while the other
elevations are sheathed in clapboards. Six over six sash windows are original to the house,
and the front entrance bay contains a narrow two-light transom above a four panel dcor

with glazed upper panels." (National Register, Nomination Form)

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES A one and one-half-story clapboarded rear ell was

added to the original house about 1894. An additional rcom and shed-roof porch were
later added to the ell, but subsequently removed.

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE
Restoration took place ¢. 1980. Present use is recreational.

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE 1,041 restoration plans were initiated by the Mississippi
Gulf Coast Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., It was entered on the
Federal Register on March &, 1979.

tional Register File, Reed, Pleasant, House. Nomination Form. Washington, D.C.
nalysis and Interpretation of Documentary Materials relating to 928 Elmer Street, Biloxi,
Mississippi. Compiled by Nancy N Holmes, March 1979, amended June 12, 1980.
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