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The 3ylvester D, Rusgsell House

89 Western Avenue

morriatown, MHorrls County, New Jersey

Ovmer {(and occupant): ILgbel E, Dutton

Date of Erectlion: 1820-1822

Architect: Unknown

Builder: Sylvester D, Busscll (1778-1827)

Present Condition: Original (cxcept front porch and
rooling), well maintained, modern
utilities installed

Trumber of Storles: One and one-helf, cellar ond loft

Haterials of Constructlon:

Foundatlon - stone masonry

Exterior walls ~ timber frame, clapboarded
Interior walls « lath and plaster on frame

atudding
Chirmey =~ brick, bullt into lnside of gable
end wall

Roof =~ gabvle, slate covered

Historical Data:

The identiflestlion of the original owner and
the estimabtion of the date of erection of this small
hovae by hirm has been found possibtle by gearch of the
title through thirteen transfers cf the nroperty as
recorded in the County Archives reported as follows:

By deed of 13 Cotober 1817, some 1270 acrcs
in seven tracts, property of Israel Canfield and
Jacob Losey was conveyed by the sheriff to Henry
MeParlan of New York City for $120C, his agent, Sylvester
D« Russell, having made that bid at the public sals on
1st October previous at the tavern of Nathanlel RBull in
Morristown, one of which tracts contalned 93.92 acres In
Morristown, lying on both sides of Jockey Hollow Road
{now Western Avenue),
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On ¢ May 1820, this grantes, belng still
ol New Yerl gity, sold to his said agent, Sylvester
D. Hus .bll of Merristown, for ¢ 179.65 a 6,01 aere
1ot kaving o fronisge of 267 feet on the northwest
side of the satd road, belng part of the larger tract
last mentioned,

The design and detalls of the heuse since
bullt on this lobt being of the Greek Revival perileod
of 1820~ 1845, it appears aceordingly that the last
named gfaqtee built it scon after hils purchase of
the 1lct in the former wyear., In his wlll dated &
December 1822 and proved 21 March 1827, he as
Sylvester D, Russell of Morristown devised all his
estate to his wife Ellzabeth during her lifetine,
authorized sale cof any part of the same, and appointed
her sole executrix and as pguardian of the estate of
the children, The testament is concluded with these
words: "I have only to deeglarc that I die in my
relipglon - a Christian - but to no sect allied, in
politics 58 Federallst of the 0ld schioel, and in
per;ect love and charity toward all the children of
men, wishing and w»raying for to eamch - and every one
of them, heslth and prosperity in this 1life and ever-
lesting happiness in that whieh 1s to cone,”

{2} Bylvester Deering Hussell, b, lst Feb. 1776; son

of Cale®b and Imcretin (Plerson) Russell; d, 6 July

1837 (sie, 1827%2) having mar. & Hov, 1300 ®Elizabeth

Stiles who d, 25 lisy 1845 aged 61, and had iesue., Sarah
Gertrude, Anna ILuerciias 1804~1825H, Franees Antoinette

d- 1828, 1107)81"13 ?.:. d- 1828, L:'“I‘:f ]_'.‘i. 1809"1335, I:Ol“gaﬂ. E.
1811-1812, Ameliz Smith b. 12 Aug. 1813, unm. 1843,

Bliza P, ¢, 1820, and Coroline TP. 4. 1836, (The Reeord

of the First Presh. Church of llicrristown, Part £, p. 202, publ,
1885.) ©He was a trustee of St. Petert!s Church, Norris-
town, 1826; president of the proprietors of Morrls Academy,
1825 and served on the committee of most prominent cilti-~
zens to arrange for the vislt of Gen'l, Lafayette, 1825,



On 12 September 1843, Sarzh G, and
Awelia 3, Russell of lforrigsitowm, evidently
daughters and heirs of 5, G, Rusaell abovenamed,
conveyed 4 aeres of the 6 acre lot wlth the house
to Avam G, Johnson of the same plaes for $225,

The last named grantec, belang still
of Morristown, made his will on 12 Februvary 1386
(vroved 16 August 1901) authorized his cxecutors
to sell his real estate and divide the proceeds
among his ehlldren, MHanuel, Lemuel and Jesslie E,
Johnson, Ientlon ls made of "lend lately lald
%ut bT re into bullding lots on the Jockey Hollow
Roade

By deed of 10 August 1803, the
executor above mentioned conveyed to the daughter,
Jegsaie E, Johnson, the two lots of land on Joekey
Hollow fHoad scld at publle avebion on 27 June
previously, one of which was the 4 acre lot above-
said and on which stands the house here eonsidered,
¥isy Johnson held the property until 12 November 1007,
on whileh dats she passed 1t to her brother, Hanuel
Joinson, By deed of 18 January 1919, he sold to
Zllen A. Pierson and husband, CGeorge W, Plerson,
a lot BO feet front on the nortiniest slde of Western
Avenue by 150 fecet deep, heing part of the 4 aere
tot, From mllen 4. Flerson, widow, the property
passed on £2 April 1219 to Angelo J. A. Benneill -
and he devieged all hiz egtote to hls wife Mary Ann
by his will dated O August 1222 and proved 28
fugast 1024, The widow vassed it to Bva 4. and
Florence il, Bemnell, all of Horristown, on 15
Hovember 1926, and they to the Jey Gee Company on
185 Septerber 1037. The last named grantee conveyed
the same house and lot to lisbel L. Dutton of Horris-
tovm on 29 llareh 1938, snd she remains as owner and
oecupant at the time of our survey in July 1940,



HABS-NJT-650

Page 4

Bibliography:

& search of title in Lend and FProbate
records of Morris County by Thomas J.
Riley, HosAeBeS e abgtractor, reported
13 July 1940

G B ook

Bupervising Historian

Anpi

€

ey &Silecses
EZECTR WILLIAKS, Fefelals
Tiatrict CfTlicer




