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Dutenr Feformed Church
”illutone, Somerset Counbty, ew Jersey

Owvmer: Conslgtory of Duteh Reformed Church
Date of Brectlon: 1828

Architect:
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Present Condi
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Interior walls -~ plaster

The first religious organization of Mlllsbone
wvas o enized by the Presbyteriens who oreccied a louse
of wvorchin 1n 17603 this wos sirarcd by tho Imitche
Diffieultices crose mrd on Auguat i1, 17C¢ the Dutch
organized o coagrﬁ"“* fon under the name of pew Fill-
stone, "he land for the church vas fiven by John Van

Dorene John Smock ovmed the lard where ithe church
now suands and he exchanged his let for that ziven
by Van Doren, so that the firat deed of the church
nroperty iz from Johm Smock for cight and one-hallfl
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tenth of an acre valued ai fen pounds. It was enlarged
Ty later purchases untll now there 1s 1ittle more then
an acre in the ovroperty,

The firsy chureh wasg compnleted in 1768, Dure
ing the Tevolution 1t was preatly demeged by troons, It
was repsired and stood until succeedsd by the present
churceh, The cornersvore was laid in June, 18028, The
new church wes Y0 =z B5, The contracted »nrlice was Live
thouvsand dolloars n¢ h extras feor three hundred snd geven-
teen dollars,

The flrsit preacher came in 17Y4, Hefore that
time services were held by pastors from three of the
neichboring congregations, Tae Tirst pastor was the
heverend Christian fredericlk Foreing., In a letter to
the chireeh, rte refers to the fact that the Dubeh lansueg
nad almost died out and that he would nreach in Hnglish,
He was on srdent petrioct; ferced to Mee from his homre
he died in 1772, exposure was one of the chiofl couses.
Tis remainz lie under the oulpit ol the chwrceh,

The clhmareh was united for o +i“c with Weshnanlic
and later with Six-IPle-Thun, Tn 18EE5 the con;re&ation
divided and a churenl vas orpsanized on Lthe east alde of
the river ¥movm aos the churech o Eegt Zillstone.
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The following quoted account of the
crection of this church is supplied as belng most
authentlic, having been written by the pastor and
published 1866,

During the first eighiteen years of his
ministry here, he {Mr. Zabriskile)} preached in the
0ld church, reminding them stlll of early times,
of poverty and strife and victory, in freedom's
conflict, ™ut it had long been felt that this
church was too small for the growing congregation,
and repeated efforts had been made to romedy the
evil. The bullding had received a slight repairing
during, the Revolution, and a more considerable one
in 1783, when money had been solicited abroad, Agaln
in 1800, 1t was very thorouzhly rencovated, ana the
pews rearranged and sold anew to pay expenses., In
1805, they agltated the matter of putting a gallery
in the church, to increase the accommodation, but
failed of success; and again in 1816, G800 were
subscribed for tnls object, but without result. The
0ld building continued to be occunled till April 224,
1828, the sublect of rebulllling having boen agltated;
(says Dominie Zabriskie, Iin a certalin paper,) for
twenty~five years, without being able to agree on the
best course, But on May 26th, 1827, a memorial was
presented to the Consistory, signed by eighty persons,
respectiully requesting the Consistory to call a
meetling of the congregatlion, to devise means for
enlarging or rebullding the church. Frequent meetings
were neld, and at last the Conslstory determined that
in conformity with the wishes of a large portlon of
the congregation, & new church should be erectcd,
$1,000 were allowed to the pew~holders in the old
church, to be property credited between them, to go
toward the purchase of pews in the new church, and
John Sutphen, Farrington, Barcaloo, and Abraham
Beekman were appolinted a Committee, to appraise the
value of the old pews. The ediflce was to be built
after the modcl of the new church at Six Mlle Run.
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They had bullt thelr second edifice in the sane

year that our church had been organized, (1766)

and now a year or two before, and probably stimulat~
ing this congregation to the work, they had dbuilt the
edlfice which they now use. Thelr second building,
and our first, both stood for just sixty years, and
the present bulldings of both congregations are
identical in size, being 70 x 55 feet,

. The bullding committee consisted of

Stephen Garreitson, Dan., H, Disborough, and Ab. Reekman,

subject to the direction of the Consistory. They

contracted with Jomchim G. Guiek for £5,000, including

the old church material., Extra expenses accrued,

amounting to 5317, The corner stone was laid on June

8th, 1828, and an address delivered by the Pastor from

Gen, xxcllis 22, "ind this stone which I have set for

a pillar, shall be God's house; and of all that Thou

ghalt give me, I will surely give the tenth unto Thee,"w-
‘ll important and suggestive words. FPrayer was also

offered for God!s blessing on the undertaking. A

commi ttee was then appointed, consisting of James B,

Elmendorf, Abt. Staats, and John Sutphen, to appraise

the pews, the agesregate sum to amount to £6,500., The

church wasg dedicated on Christmas Saniath, 1828, the

pastor preaching from Bx. xx: 24, "An altar of earth

thow shalt make unto Lie, and shalt sacpilice thereon

thy burnt offeringse and lthy peace offerings, thy

sheep, and thlne oxeni in all places where I record

My name, I will come unto thee, and I will bless

thee," The following Thursday the pews were sold,

and £7689 were realized, leaving a considerable surplus

in the handg of Consistory,

Reference:

Corwin, HeTe., pastor, Historleal Discourse
on occaslon of the Centennial Annlversary
of the Reformed Dutch Church of hillstone.
New York: J. J. Reed, Printer, 43 Center
Street, 1866, Fages 76-78
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