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Location, Date and History _

 Erected in 1784 and chartered in 1787, Clinton Academy
was the first academical institution in the State of New
York under State supervision. Described in 1874 as “"an ancient
looking structure built part of woed and part of brick, with
gambrel roof and dormer windows, standing on the street
directly @pposite_where the o0l1d church stood" (Bayles, Sketches

of Suffolk County, p. 413), the Academy still stands on its

original site on the west side of thé main street, a little
distance nerth of the home of John Heward Payne, {suthor of
"Home, Sweet Home"), in the heart of the village of Hast
Hampton, way out near the eastern end of lLong Iéland. Although
that village may seem to residents of New York City as too
far away to secure the desirable advantages of metropolitan
l1ife, neverthelegs this Academy was founded by men of wvision,
renowned as educators, who preferred the studioug gquiet of
their distant village, undisturbed by the distractions of any
near-by city, as the best environment for teaching youth of
pre-collegiate age and grade. |

The Acadermy is indebted for its existance mainly te the
efforts, Sagacity and influence of the Rev. Samuel Buell,
pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Xast Hampton. More than
half the amount of money secured to build and egquip the
edifice was contrivuted by the following Hast Hampton residents;
although the names of perseons residing in other places on

Long Island are found on the first board of trustees:
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Samuel Buell £65 N
Nathaniel Gardiner "2 Klwﬁfﬁﬁff'
Samuel Hutchinson 59 5
John Miller, Jr. 59 .
Jeremiah Usborne 59

David Mulferd 25

Seth Barns 88

Aaron Issacs 40

Reuben Hedges "23

Elisha Mulford "29

Recompense Sherrill "29

Daniel Hedges "29

.(From records of the Academy supplied by former btate Historian
George R. Howell)
From the long Island Research Collection of early decuments

books, etc., preserved in the fast Hampton Free Library and
the local Historieal Society, we are able to present (through
the courtesy of ¥iss Bttee C., Hedges, librarian; the following
extracts from personal letters of the Rev. ir. Buell which were
written during the building operations, and which present his
reflections on his daily task of supervision:

To Mrs. Elisha Pitkin, Hartford, Oct. 6, 1784:
uI had come to all adventures, had there hot at this time
12 or l4teen men bheen daily at work on the new erected EZdifice
designed for an Academy here, Wio continually wanted my advice.

"I was so much fearing some capital error in that eligent
Building that I thought best to forego a present Pleasure -
rather than to sustain a future injury. and this was the entire
reason Tor my not coming as proposed; and has hitherto prevented.
and likely will yet longer, till the season will perhaps not
admit of coming till next sPring?

To. Mr, Klisha Yitkin, Hartford, Oct. 6, 1784:

"Our Academy has especially engrossed my attentisn and care.
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The joiners afe this week finishéng off the ¢utsige work,
which they have done in a very elegant manner - and done
considerable part of the inside work also. It is & bullding
fifty foot in length- of proportionable weth, There are three
tier of rooms one above another. The gable ends are all brick.
There are belonging to it near 40ty windows. The front faces
the meeting house and town clock, and is within 8 rods thereof,
and has before it 2 beautiful Pieaser &da&za?] It has a
neat balcony with a walk around it,. | | |

n,Tis like to be a costly business by that [tim%l 'ti$ --
finished., Which we are in hopes will be so far forth as tc'epén
& school in it in about three weeks.

"The Proprietors of this building propose having the best
Instructors and Tutors that can possibly be obtained. There
is now one of the best of Bnglish schools kept here- all the
learned langueges will be taught here and the French tongue-
in short any gentleman may send his son here for instruction
in any branch of useful knowledge for a longer or shorter
‘term of time as he pleases and have him under best advantage.
for imprbvement. We have it in contemplation to put it under
the patronage of his Excellency Governor Clinton- which he
geems Tond of- and of giving us a charterf

To the same, Oct. 20, 1784:

"It may seem strange thgt I should be| ? |an Academy and
vyet in a smnse I am so- as it claims my constant attendance,
‘We hope in about three weeks to have it finished off so as to
open a school in it. We have flattering prospects of a large

it
accession of scheolars from far and near.
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To ¥lisha Pitkin, Fast Hartford, August 4, 17863

“Ps. Our Academy appears at present to be in a flourishing
situation., There are about ninety scholars that belong to it.
It has growing fame abroad. Your sons 1 think have well improved

Ir
their time while they have been here.

The Academy was named in hanor of George Clinton who was

- governer of the State at that time, and whe subsequently
presented qbell to it. It was incorporated on ¥ov. 17, 1787,
at the same time that Erasmus Hall, Flatbush, received its
charter from the Regents of the University of the State of New
York, these two being the first academies chartered. "The bill,
adopting the system by which the board [fhe Regentsél wa.s

authorized, was introduced in the state legislature upon a

" petition from the Academy." @ayles,'Sketches of Suffolk County.
1874, p. 513.) The Regents, a corporate vody having large
gsupervisory and regulative powers, consist of all incorpovated
institutions for acedemic and higher learning in ¥ew York State,
the State library, State Museum, and such other libraries,
museuns, and educational institutions as may be admitted.

The Rev, Samuel Buelil, who made the application for the
Academy's charter, remained pastor of the Presbyterian Church
in Hast Hampton for nearly 52 years.

Clinton Academy was opened at the beginning of the year
1785 with Javbez Feck as master of the classical department and
William Payne (father of John Howard Payne) as master of

English and writing, these men having been elected by the
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preprietars_December 28, 1784, _ \5;-HﬁJMTﬁ;

In a chapter presenting a detailled account of the )
educational facilities, resources and expenses of the academies
of Yew York State mear the'beginning of the nineteenth century,

there was published,in the Historical and Statistical Record of

the University of the 3tate of New York, by Franklin B. Hough,

M.D., PhD., 1885, p. 413, the following items regarding Clinten
Academy in the year 18053

"Value of lot and building (4 acre) $2,0003 of personal
estate (lot donation), $2003 ®f library and apparatus, $400;
total, $2,600. The academy was B0 feet by 22 feet, and two
gtorieg high, the ends of brick and the sides of wooed. The
first story had a hall of the size of the building. The secbnd
story had two rooms, each 22 feet square., The apparatus coensisted
ef an air pump, telescope, microscepe, small hand orrey, pair
of globes, compass and chain, quadrant and prism. Tuition,$1.50
for Reading and Writing; $2.50 for English Grammar and Ciphering;
%5 for Hathamatics and Book-keeping; ¢5 for dead languages, B
and $5 for Logic, Rhetoric and Composition; $5 for ioral
Philosophy; $5 for French Language."

In a léter chapter (Ibid., p. 604), an “imperfect list"
(explained on p. 575} of the princinpals of the Academy is

published as followss:

William Fayne Izanc A, Hewley,; 1817 -

Lyman Beecher, 1804 Nenemian Eréwn, 1818-19
David Gardiner and David Gardiner, 1820-22
Richard Storrs, 1805 David Gardiner Jr. and
Ebenezer Fhillips, 1807 David Barker, 1823

Abraham Parsons, 1810-14 James M. Hunting, 1824-25 .
Russell Greene, 1815 Joseph D, Condit, 1826-27

Samuel Wade, 1816 Randolph Cammel, 1830-31



NYL
so-HAamTE, &,

!

Roger G. Ely., 1833 Charles 5. Williams, 1848
Robexrt D, Gardiner, 1834-35 Thomas Jefferson King, 1846
Jumes K. Harlow, 1836 Charles &, Willians, AB. 1850-
Jarvis ¥eDuffie, 1837 : ' - 51
A’dison L, Hunt, 1838 CeBs Dorrance, 4.B., 1852
Ralch Dayton, 1859-40 CeBs Williams, &.Bs, 1855B-56
Henry G.L. Livingston, 1841-42 Geo., R, Howell, &£.3., 1852
Howland Zlawes, 1843 Jelis Fordham, A.M., 1881, 63
Flias T. Vhite, 1844-45 S.li. Gardiner, 1864-66

Charles D. Buck, 1846-47 Cu8e Joslyn, AJM., 1867-68

"Inder a succession of able instructors, the school has
maintained a creditable rank among kindred institutions, and
done wuch, not only to diffusé a taste for literature in the
neighborhood, but to elevate the standard of education in this

vart of the island." (Thompson, Hist. 6f long Island, 1843, Vol.

AI, . 323,)

For the first forty years of its existence the Acadeny
had ia.an attendarice of over 80 students, including a night
school which was susiained for a few years,

The Academy ceased to report to the Regents in 1868, The
upper floor ef the building was then rented by its trustees
to teachers of private schools or to artists for summer studies,
and the lower fléor to the town for tewn meetings, for exhibit-
ions and similar affairs. When Hough (cited above) wrote (in
1885), the twrustees still meintained their organization in the
hop¢ that there might be a revival of the Academy.

In 1887 an extension was added at the back of the southern
end. This was used for a2 village hall and was called Clinton
Hall. The ground floor of the northern end became the howe of

T

the village newspaper, the Iagt Hampton Star, and in 1893,

when the 3tar. had moved elsewhere, that floor was cccupied

by the newly organized Fast Hampton Free Librarv. later the
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 Library used also a room upstairs, and in 1912 remecved into

ite new bullding.

The Academy building was restored in 1921 to its original
desigrn by Lorenze E. Woodhouse, who spared neither pains nor

money to make the restoratien as nearly correct as possible in

.-every particular. This accounte fer the new appearance of the

ibuilding in present photographs.

At the time of the restoration, the Iast Hampton Historical
Society was orgenized with the old Academy trustees as part
of the membership, and the building was leased to the new
crzganization, It is now occupied by a small historical collect-
ion on the upper floors, while the first floor is used for neet-
ings of societies, lechures, art exhibitions, and for other

educational purposes. (From memoranda supplied by former State

"~ Historimmr George. R. Howell from Regents reports and from

¥ast Hampton and Clinton Academy records.)

Yritten, June 14th, 1934, by

Thos. W, Hotehkiseg,
118 FPine 5it.
Peekskill, W.Y.
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