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HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 
 

LCI(L) - 713 
 

HAER No. OR-180 
 
Location:  Amphibious Forces Memorial Museum, Portland, Multnomah County,  

Oregon 
 

Type of Craft: LCI-351 Class Landing Craft Infantry (Large) 
 
Principal 
Measurements: Length: 158'-5 ½" 
   Beam: 23'-3" 
   Draft (loaded): 5'-4" forward, 5'-11" aft 
   Displacement (loaded): 387 tons 
   Maximum Speed (loaded): 16 knots 

(It should be noted that draft, displacement, and tonnages were subject to 
alteration over time as well as variations in measurement.) 
 

Propulsion: Eight General Motors 6-71 diesel engines 
 
Dates of  
Construction: Keel laid: July 27, 1944 
 Launched: August 5, 1944 
 Commissioned: September 18, 1944 
 
Designer:  Bureau of Ships  
 
Builder:  George Lawley & Son, Neoponset, Massachusetts 
 
Original Owner:  U.S. Navy  
 
Present Owner: Amphibious Forces Memorial Museum 
 
Disposition:   Museum vessel 
 
Significance:  LCI(L) – 713 is significant as the last remaining example of a World War 

II Landing Craft Infantry (LCI) 351-class amphibious assault vessel in its 
original configuration.  The U.S. Navy designed the class to quickly 
discharge troops via ramps onto beaches in wartime. 

 
Description:  The ship exemplifies the modified design of the LCI(L), which were built 
after June 1, 1944.  As a result, it has a cylindrical pilot house and a centerline ramp rather than 
the two side ramps used on earlier ships in the class.  Because these ships were designed to be 
quickly constructed as part of the war effort, LCI(L) - 713 is built of welded 1/4" steel plate.  The 
ship has two decks, the lower of which is divided into various spaces, including troop 
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compartments and one for crew.  The engine room, once containing four pairs of General Motors 
6-71 diesel engines connected to two shafts and variable pitch propellers, is also located on the 
lower deck.  On the main deck is the deckhouse, containing accommodations for troop and ship 
officers, as well as a mess, wardroom, and galley.  The ship could transport 182 enlisted and six 
officers.  Forward of the deckhouse is the enclosed foredeck, which housed the ramp, and the 
well deck, which was used in staging troops and contained the winch operating the ramp.  The 
pilothouse and conning station are located on the deckhouse, as were four of the ship’s five guns 
(originally single 20mm Oerlikon automatic cannons).1     
 
Historical 
Information:  In short, the ship “was designed to enable troops and materials to make 
landing without docks or wharves, and was used in World War II to make landings directly onto 
beaches.  The U.S. S. LCI – 713 was commissioned on September 18, 1944, and was one of 
approximately 1,051 ships of its type constructed in ten different shipyards during World War 
II.”2   
 
LCI(L) - 713 was built at the George Lawley & Son shipyard in Neoponset, Massachusetts, in 
1944 following a standard design developed by the U.S. Navy’s Bureau of Ships.  The 
shakedown and training cruises took place at Solomons, Maryland, before the ship set sail for the 
Southwest Pacific Theater and joined Flotilla 24 as part of the U.S. Seventh Fleet Amphibious 
Force (Task Force 78).  While part of this force, the ship participated in Operation Victor IV, 
which involved the invasion of Mindanao, a Philippine island.  LCI(L) – 713 also landed troops 
of the Australian 9th Infantry Division at Brunei Bay, Borneo.  After the end of the war, the ship 
served as a transport, guard, and general patrol vessel.   
 
By January 1946, the ship was back in the United States and was decommissioned in October of 
that year.  The U.S. Maritime Commission put the ship up for auction, and it was sold to C.T. 
Smith & Son of Oregon in 1948.  Smith wanted to use the ship to tow log rafts down the 
Columbia River, but soon found the ship was not suited for that work.  LCI(L) – 713 was then 
left as a storage barge on the Columbia River, eventually sinking in the 1950s near Stevenson, 
Washington.  Arthur A. Raz, a river pilot, raised the ship and towed it away in 1976 to Portland, 
Oregon, with the intention of restoring it as a tug boat.  These plans did not materialize, however, 
and in 1998, it was sold to Walt James.  In late 2004, the ship was moved to Pier 39 in Astoria, 
Oregon.  The Amphibious Forces Memorial Museum purchased it in 2006.  For many years, 
dedicated volunteers have carefully undertaken a historically-accurate restoration of the vessel.3 
 
Historian:  Data compiled by Justine Christianson, HAER Historian, 2012  
 
 

                                                 
1 Description derived from David McKay, “U.S.S. LCI-713,” National Register of Historic Places nomination, 
February 2006, Section 7, listed April 12, 2007 
2 McKay, “U.S.S. LCI-713,” National Register of Historic Places nomination, Section 8, Page 1. 
3 Information from McKay, “U.S.S. LCI-713”; Amphibious Forces Memorial Museum website, 
http://www.amphibiousforces.org/, accessed May 29, 2012; and “USS LCI(L)-713,” NavSourceOnline, 
http://www.navsource.org/archives/10/15/150713.htm, accessed May 29, 2012. 
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Project 
Information: The Historic American Engineering Record is part of Heritage 

Documentation Programs, a division of the National Park Service, U.S. 
Department of Interior.  Todd Croteau, HAER Maritime Program 
Coordinator, supervised the documentation and produced the large-format 
photographs. 

 
 For additional information on this class, see M/V Husky II, HAER No. 

AK-52. 
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