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GLEN FOERD ON THE DELAWARE 
(Glengarry Estate) 

 
      HALS NO. PA-20 

 
Location: 5001 Grant Avenue, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania 

 
Latitude: 40.051506, Longitude -74.97901 (Southern corner of estate house, 
Google Maps, Simple Cylindrical Projection, WGS84) 

  
Significance: Located 12 miles north of Philadelphia, Glen Foerd on the Delaware is a 

Philadelphia estate set amid eighteen acres of rare trees and flowering shrubs. 
The grounds include a formal rose garden, heritage grape vine, and riverfront 
oaks that date back over 300 years. Many of Philadelphia’s first families built 
their country estates on the banks of the Delaware River. They came by ferry, 
carriage, and later train, to escape the heat of summers in the city. It was at these 
grand estates they entertained some of the most prominent figures in the history 
of our nation. Glen Foerd is the only Delaware River estate located in 
Philadelphia, which is open to the public. It was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1979.  

  
Description: Thomas W. Sears and James Bush-Brown designed the landscape in the 1920s 

and 1930s. Typical features of the picturesque American Country Place Era 
garden designed at Glen Foerd include formal gardens with dogwood and holly 
allées, terraced gardens situated off the mansion’s wraparound porch, garden 
sculpture and water features. Other elements include the woodland garden, lily 
pond, a sunken tennis court, a garden house, and a geometric rose and boxwood 
garden, all connected with formal paths. In 1926 five large greenhouses were 
dismantled and replaced with the rose and boxwood garden.  
 
Notable specimen trees include 300-year-old black and white oaks, a Cucumber 
Tree Magnolia, Little Leaf Linden, Weeping Hemlock, Fullmoon Maple and a 
Weeping Japanese Pagoda Tree. The formal gardens surrounding the mansion 
and the rose and boxwood garden remain and are in good condition. Relicts of 
the other designed features remain, however, are in need of restoration. The lily 
pond has dried up, the woodland gardens are covered with invasive vines and the 
woodland paths are challenging to navigate. 

  
History: Charles Macalester, Jr., a respected businessman and broker in the Philadelphia 

firm of Gaw, Macalester and Company, established Glengarry (later the Glen 
Foerd estate) in 1850. Prior to settling here, Macalester was appointed 
government director of the Second Bank of the United States. He was also 
friend, and advisor to numerous United States presidents.  
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In 1850, Macalester purchased 1,000 acres in northeastern Philadelphia and 
divided, plotted, and sold off large lots of his land, which he named Torresdale. 
Holding onto one section of the land for a summer residence, he built a three-
story Italianate riverfront house and called it Glengarry, after his family’s 
Scottish ancestral home. In addition to the mansion, the estate consisted of a 
stone gashouse, icehouse, Gothic-style gatehouse, a sixty-foot high stone water 
tower, five large greenhouses and riverfront cupola. It is believed Macalester 
selected the estate’s site because of its location on high bluffs at the confluence 
of the Delaware River and Poquessing Creek and for the old growth trees on the 
grounds.  
 
In 1895, Robert and Caroline Foerderer purchased the mansion. Robert made his 
fortune in the manufacture of kidskin leather. Leather gloves, shoes and other 
clothing accessories made from the soft, supple leather was the height of fashion. 
His Philadelphia manufacturing enterprise employed 5,000 workers and 
processed nine million goatskins a year.  
 
After purchasing the estate, Foerderer hired architect, William McAuley of 
Philadelphia, to handle extensive renovations to the mansion. The house was 
enlarged and enhanced with Classical Revival additions. Everything was planned 
to enhance the uniqueness and beauty of the home and to accommodate 
entertainment on a grand scale. As a final touch, they changed the name of the 
estate to Glen Foerd, a merger of Glengarry and the Foerderer name. Due to the 
elaborate renovation design and labor delays, the Foerderers had not yet moved 
back into the mansion when Robert died in 1902. The Foerderers had two grown 
children at the time of his death, Percival and Florence.  
 
Around 1915, Florence and her husband, William Tonner, moved to Glen Foerd 
to assist her widowed mother. The greenhouse complex, with the exception of 
the garden house, was dismantled in the late 1920s. In the 1930s, Florence 
Foerderer Tonner, and her mother Caroline, worked with landscape architects 
Thomas W. Sears and James Bush-Brown to redesign the grounds. The gardens 
reflect the American Country Place era and included such features as allées, 
terraces, fountains, and garden sculpture. Around this time, the garden house was 
repurposed into a playhouse for Florence’s two young daughters.  
 
Bush-Brown designed terraced gardens situated off the wraparound porch at the 
mansion’s southern exposure. Sears designed the woodland garden, lily pond, 
rose garden, and an allée of dogwood and holly trees. Pathways from the 
terraced garden lead to the woodland garden and lily pond. A clearing at the far 
end of the woodland garden was called Percy’s Place, in honor of Percival 
Foerderer.  Sears’ conceptual drawing of this clearing depicts it as a driving 
range and putting green.  
 
The remnants of an old carriage road wind through a grove of elm trees. The 
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estate’s heritage trees include Cucumber Tree Magnolia, Little Leaf Linden, 
Weeping Hemlock, Fullmoon Maple and a Weeping Japanese Pagoda Tree. 
Adjacent to a carriage house is a mature grape vine, which encircles what was 
once an apple orchard and horse pasture. The great lawn, opposite the carriage 
house, is accentuated with copse of trees.  
 
Florence resided in the house until her death in 1971. It was then bequeathed to 
the Lutheran Church in America. The local community saved the Glen Foerd 
estate from demolition in 1983. The Glen Foerd Conservation Corporation and 
the Fairmount Park Commission then assumed ownership in 1985. The estate 
remains largely intact, but restoration is needed. The grounds are open as a 
public park and the mansion is a museum and cultural center.  

  
Sources: The Cultural Landscape Foundation. “Glen Foerd on the Delaware.” Assessed 

September 6, 2013. http://tclf.org/landscapes/glen-foerd-delaware. 
 
Glen Foerd on the Delaware. “The History of Glen Foerd: The Foerderer Era.” 
Accessed September 6, 2013. http://glenfoerdorg.businesscatalyst.com/history. 
 
Glen Foerd on the Delaware. “The History of Glen Foerd: The Macalester Era.” 
Accessed September 6, 2013. http://glenfoerdorg.businesscatalyst.com/history. 
 
Sharp Walton, Meg. Brief History of Grounds, e-mail message to author, August 
2, 2013.  

  
Historian: Amy McLean 

 
Nancy Minich, HTR, RLA, ALSA, Principal, Reviewer and Coordinator 
NAM Planning & Design, LLC 
P.O. Box 86, Lahaska, PA 18931 
215.297.0681 
 
September 9, 2013 
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Banks of the Poquessing (Photograph provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013).  
 

 
Glen Foerd grounds workers (Photograph provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013). 
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Exterior mansion, early 1900s (Photograph provided by Meg Sharp Walton,  
August 3, 2013). 
 

 
Greenhouse – dismantled in 1926. Built by Macalester (Photograph  
provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013). 
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Cropped water tower (Photograph provided by Meg Sharp Walton,  
August 3, 2013). 
 

 
James Bush Brown plan of terraced garden. December 15, 1932  
(Photograph provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013). 
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Planting list of terraced gardens (Photograph provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013).  
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James Bush-Brown terraced gardens planting plan (Photograph provided by Meg  
Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013). 
 

 
James Bush-Brown close-up plantings around terraced fountain area (Photograph  
provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013). 
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Riverside view of terrace watercolor by William F. Supplee. 1933  
(Photograph provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013). 
 

 
Terraced garden watercolor by William F. Supplee. 1933 (Photograph  
provided by Meg Sharp Walton, August 3, 2013). 
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Woodland path watercolor by William F. Supplee. 1933 (Photograph provided by Meg Sharp 
Walton, August 3, 2013). 
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Sculpture and view to the Poquessing Creek and Delaware River (Amy McLean,  
August 12, 2013). 
 

 
View from mansion of terraced gardens and Delware River (Amy McLean,  
August 12, 2013). 
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Exterior of mansion (Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 
 

 
Approach to mansion. Norway spruce allee to right and notable Cucumber Magnolia at  
the center. (Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 
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Juniper and dogwood allee (Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 
 

 
Rose and boxwood garden with garden house (Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 



GLEN FOERD ON THE DELAWARE 
HALS NO. PA-20 

PAGE 14 
 

 

 
Rose and boxwood garden layout (Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 
 

 
Detail of rose and boxwood planting (Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 
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Woodland garden exterior and wall (Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 
 

 
Remnant lily pond. Filled in and consumed with invasive vines. (Amy McLean,  
August 12, 2013). 
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Detail of woodland wishing well  
(Amy McLean, August 12, 2013). 
 

 
Woodland path (Amy McLean,  
August 12, 2013). 
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