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HALS NO. PA-23

Marian Anderson Heritage Village is located in Southwest Center City
Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania. It is west of Broad Street and
south of South Street. The street boundaries of the district are:

North Boundary — Bainbridge Street

South Boundary — Christian Street

East Boundary — Broad Street

West Boundary — 21% Street

The historical home and museum of Marian Anderson is located within the
heritage village at 762 Martin Street (renamed Marian Anderson Way).

The Union Baptist Church, where Anderson sang as a child, is on the northeast
corner of 19" & Fitzwater Streets, across from Anderson’s house.

Latitude: 39.942364, Longitude: -75.174952 (Marian Anderson Residence
Museum - center of structure, www.gps-coordinates.net, WGS84).

Marian Anderson Heritage Village Commemorating A Singer of International
Fame: Marian Anderson was a world renowned contralto and opera singer.
Born in south Philadelphia in 1897, (1897-1993, lifespan), Anderson was one of
the most celebrated singers of the twentieth century, and she was an important
figure in the quest for black artists overcoming racial prejudice in the United
States. As an Afro-American singer, she broke barriers for minority artists
through many signature musical events including that of being the first Afro-
American to perform in the Metropolitan Opera (Giuseppe Verdi’s Uno ballo in
maschera). * Her Lincoln Memorial Concert to an audience of approximately
75,000 people on Easter Morning, April 9, 1939 in an open air concert on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial (a concert aided by First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt
and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt) was arranged after Anderson was
denied a singing appointment at Constitution Hall by the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Anderson’s unusual voice was described by Arturo Toscanini as the type that
comes along “once in a hundred years”.? Anderson’s worldwide concert tours
spanned 1925-1963 including Europe, Asia, Australia and the United States with
musical repertoire of classical concert, lieder, opera, traditional American songs
and spirituals. “Marian Anderson, a Portrait of Music” recording was released in

1 www.biography.com — Marian Anderson

2 Marian Anderson, The Lady from South Philadelphia, p 2.
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2004, featuring two Festival of Music telecasts in 1956. 3

In addition to her singing career, Anderson was a United Nations delegate in
1958 for the UN Human Rights Committee and as a “goodwill ambassadress”
for the United States Department of State. She participated in the civil rights
movement in the 1960’s, singing at the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom in 1963. Numerous other awards include the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1963, the Kennedy Center Honors in 1978, the National Medal of
Arts in 1986, and a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 1991.*

Anderson’s singing career began in south Philadelphia where she initially
participated in the choir at the Union Baptist Church at 19™ & Fitzwater Streets.
At the age of ten, Marian joined the People’s chorus under the direction of
Emma Azalia Hackley where she was awarded solos. Her early exposure to
music was through local Philadelphia churches, the YMCA, and other
community music events throughout the city including the Philadelphia Choral
Society. In her early teens, she received further opportunities through the
Baptists” Young People’s Union and the Camp Fire Girls. Funds were raised on
her behalf by her church community to receive voice lessons from local singer
and coach Mary S. Patterson and to attend and graduate from the Philadelphia
High School for Girls.> Her training continued outside of Philadelphia through
vocal competitions and through growing success as a concert artist through
training with noted singing coaches including Guiseppi Boghetti and Agnes
Reifsnyder.°

Historic Site: The site is a recognized historic “village” in south Philadelphia,
known as the Marian Anderson Heritage Village, which received official
recognition in Philadelphia in November 2008. The village is not a designated
city historic district, however the area would benefit from a nomination through
the Philadelphia Historic Commission for historic recognition. The size of the
village is 14 square blocks, with boundaries defined by Broad to 21 streets
(E/W), and Bainbridge to Christian Streets (N/S). The village receives
international visitors and had generated news stories including a number of
television documentations and broadcasts. Local interest for the district within
Philadelphia is low, and the historic village and museum draws very few local
visitors. There are minimal visual reminders of the singer to draw attention to
the village area and museum on Marian Anderson Way (Martin Street). A few
street-sign banners are noted on utility poles (which are faded and need
replacement), and more banners are needed to define the village perimeter. The
curator of the Marian Anderson Historical Society, Phyllis Sims, has noted that

% “Marian Anderson, A Portrait of Music”
* www.biography.com — Marian Anderson
® Keiler, Allan, Marian Anderson, A Singer’s Journey, pp 31-33.
® Keiler, Allan, Marian Anderson, A Singer’s Journey, pp 46-48.
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funds are needed for banners and other area improvements).’

Within the village, the following sites were frequented by Anderson in her youth
or commemorated in her name (in addition to the home and museum):

Edwin M Stanton Grammar School - formerly at 1700 Christian Street

Union Baptist Church — 19" & Fitzwater Streets where Anderson sang as a
child

Birthplace — 1833 Webster Street (image included)

Other family lodgings were either rented by the family or owned by other
family members where Anderson and her sisters and mother resided after
the death of Anderson’s father in 1912 — i.e. 1617 Fitzwater Street, 2000
block of Carpenter, and various residences on Christian Street ®

YMCA - 1724 Christian Street (rebuilt) where Anderson sang on occasion

Marian Anderson Recreation Center — 17" Street between Fitzwater and
Catherine Streets — commemorated in Anderson’s name after being rebuilt
in 1951 — formerly the McCoach Playground, which features a playground,
baseball diamond, multi-purpose youth facilities, community center, and
swimming pool®

Description:  Site Description of Marian Anderson Heritage Village: The Marian Anderson
Heritage Village is integral within south Philadelphia (Southwest Center City),
with streetscapes typical of south Philadelphia incorporating an urban residential
district with area churches, recreation centers, schools and institutions.

Boundaries: The strongest visual perimeter is the east boundary of Broad Street,
the Avenue of the Arts, with signage, banners, lighting, and pavement defining
the Avenue of the Arts street district. Christian Street (south boundary, two-
way) is a wider street to accommodate public transportation and is punctuated by
distinct stone and masonry churches at focal intersections. 21% Street on the
western side (one-way N/S), is a pleasant tree-lined street with churches and
small commercial buildings at major intersections. Bainbridge Street to the
north (one-way, E/W) is lined with two and three-story brick rowhouses of the

”The website, www.mariananderson.org, is no longer functioning as of July 2013, however
additional information may be found on Facebook or
www.marianandersonhistoricalsociety.weebly.com.

® Keiler, Allan, Marian Anderson, A Singer’s Journey, pp 23-25.

® www.marianandersonrec.org/ - Marian Anderson Recreation Center
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19" and 20" century, with some new infill housing

Streets: The street pavements are primarily asphalt, and the sidewalks are
concrete consisting of a variety of shades of gray with disparate scoring patterns
and repair patches. Brick sidewalks are rare; historical brick pavements are
rarely replaced in this section of the city. The streets are largely tree-lined of a
variety of types, sizes and conditions of street trees.

Front Facades: Building facades facing the street are characterized by a variety
of red brick shades typical of 19" century row houses, rangin% in height from 2-3
stories, with occasional inserts of apartment buildings and 20" and 21* century
more contemporary housing. South Philadelphia is currently experiencing a
resurgence of additional infill housing, attracting developers of new townhomes,
some of sustainable architectural design and a variety of building materials.
Building setbacks are mainly consistent at the edge of the ROW and public
sidewalk; small front urban gardens are rare. Front stoops are either masonry or
stone with railing, from the public sidewalk to front building entries, and use of
small front porches are occasional but not typical.

Martin Street: (Marian Anderson Way) is pleasant tree lined (one-way, N/S)
with modest two-story and three-story brick row houses. Anderson’s home, 762
Martin Street, is a deep red brick two-story rowhouse, with a brick stoop at the
front entrance, lined with black wrought iron railing. Two plaques on the house
indicate the “Marian Anderson Residence Museum’ and the registration of the
house on the National Register of Historic Places, dated April 14, 2011. A
plaque from the Philadelphia Historic Commission is also included at the front
entry (listed with the Philadelphia Historic Commission, April 8, 2004).

Existing Lighting and Utilities: All streets within the district are lit by utilitarian
cobra-head lighting fixtures for vehicular use, and there are currently no
pedestrian-scale light fixtures. Utilities in this section of the city are above
ground producing a plethora of utility poles and overhead wires; there are
currently no plans to bury utilities in south Philadelphia.

Recommended Street Lighting: Philadelphia Center City District pedestrian
scale light fixtures are located on South Street as well as streets within the
district; it is recommended that these lighting fixtures be used along streets
throughout the village along with supplemented banners. South Street pedestrian
scale light fixture image is attached for recommended use in the village (or
similar).

Area Church: The Union Baptist Church on the corner of Martin Street and
Fitzwater Street has a plaque in front with information on Anderson, noting her
choir and solo singing at that location in her youth. The church has a strong
visual presence at the northern end of the block. Refurbishment of the small



History:

MARIAN ANDERSON HERITAGE VILLAGE
HALS NO. PA-23
PAGE 5

church garden at 19" & Fitzwater Streets would add a pleasing visual focus to
that intersection.

Signage and Banners: Marian Anderson Heritage Village banners are sparsely
located throughout the village on utility poles, and several are located at Martin
and Fitzwater Streets. The banners can be sighted on Christian Street, with
usually one existing banner per block, with occasional banners throughout.
Fund-raising to replace the faded existing banners and to add additional banners
throughout the district would benefit the identity of the village on the boundaries
and within. Including some of the banners on south Broad Street between
Bainbridge and Christian Streets would draw attention to the village along the
South Avenue of the Arts where they would receive more attention.

Avenue of the Arts Influence: It is fitting to define the eastern edge of the village
along the Avenue of the Arts — South Broad Street. Included within the village
boundaries along Broad Street are notable facilities such as the Philadelphia
High School For the Creative and Performing Arts (SE corner of Broad &
Christian) and the Philadelphia Clef Club of Jazz, featuring Afro-American
artists (NW corner of Broad & Fitzwater Streets). Avenue of the Arts light
fixtures, signage, pavement, and banners identify the avenue as a special arts
district. Complementary site furnishings and signage from the avenue, at a
smaller scale, would be visually appealing throughout the Marian Anderson
Heritage Village, adding to its visual identity.

Street Trees: Tree planting has been occurring throughout the city in recent
years, aided by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society initiatives. Volunteer
“tree tenders” are encouraged to continue planting bare root trees within the
village with assistance in tree selection and permits through the Fairmount Park
Commission. Additional street trees are recommended to fill in gaps between
existing street tree plantings.

Marian Anderson Recreation Center: The Marian Anderson Recreation Center
features a mural of Marian Anderson at the building entrance, along with
commemorative signage. The pool, community center and playfields are heavily
used by the surrounding community; however rehabilitation of the interior and
exterior of the center is needed. Philadelphia city funding is not available for
recreation center improvements as indicated by the impending city school and
overall budget crisis. (Three images are available of the center when it was
designed and first opened (pool area) in 1951 from the Temple University, Paley
Library, Urban Archives), which are described.

Noted Singer: Marian Anderson (February 27, 1897 — April 8, 1993) was born
at 1833 Webster Street in south Philadelphia. Her parents were Anna Delilah
Rucker, a teacher from Lynchburg, Virginia, and John Berkley Anderson who
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sold coal and ice at the Philadelphia Reading Terminal.'

Anderson’s two sisters, singers as well, included Alice (Alyse) and younger
sister, Ethel, who was the mother of noted conductor James DePriest.*! Her
early singing opportunities in Philadelphia included local churches and clubs and
initial training with local singer Mary Saunders Paterson. Through a series of
grants and prizes, she furthered her singing opportunities and training, and sang
with noted singers including Roland Hayes and Paul Robeson among other
musicians further in her career.’? (Refer to the section on “Significance” for
further information on Anderson’s musical career.)

Anderson purchased her home on Martin Street (726 S. Martin Street) in 1924
and resided there through 1943, with ownership for 69 years.** The house is a
two-story brick row house of Italianate style, built in the 1870’s. A studio was
added above the existing kitchen in 1925, and the building was extensively
renovated in 1940 (through architectural services of Orpheus Fisher, her future
husband). The building now houses the Marian Anderson Historical Society,
which was purchased by Blanche Burton-Lyles. Burton-Lyles has also
purchased Anderson’s birthplace at 1833 Webster Street.**

Historic House: The historic house and museum was eventually purchased by
Blanche Burton-Lyles in 2000, who was a protégé of Anderson and founder and
president of the Marian Anderson Historical Society."> The house and museum
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, listing date April 14, 2011,
and the Philadelphia Historic Commission of historic structures, listing date
April 8, 2004.

The Marian Anderson Heritage Village: The Marian Anderson Heritage
Village, 14 square blocks, received official recognition in Philadelphia in
November 2008.*° The village includes the house and museum, the Edwin M
Stanton Grammar School site (1616-1644 Christian Street), the Union Baptist
Church where Anderson sang in her youth, and the Marian Anderson Recreation
Center (under the city Department of Recreation). Several other houses where
Anderson and her family resided with relatives or rented are also in the village
district.

19 Keiler, Allan, Marian Anderson, A Singer’s Journey, pp 16-17.
1 bid, p 174-175.

12 Marian Anderson, The Lady from South Philadelphia, p 8

13 Boppert, Trish, “Marian’s Song, Parts 1 and 2”

“ Ibid.

16 \www . visitpa.com/pa-museums/marian-anderson-historical-residence
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The Marian Anderson Recreation Center, at 17" & Fitzwater Streets, (formerly
the McCoach Playground), was named after the singer after being rebuilt in
1951. ' It covers the block between Fitzwater and Catherine, and includes a
community center, playground, baseball diamond, multi-purpose youth facilities,
and a swimming pool currently heavily used by the community. The center
features a mural and photo of Anderson at the main entrance, and the interior
stairwell provides a view of Anderson’s photo during a concert performance.

YMCA, 1724 Christian Street was a location for some of Anderson’s local
concerts as she was developing her career. The building had first opened in
1914, and it was one of the first YMCA facilities for African Americans that had
its own building, while providing recreational and educational opportunities for
the Afro-American community.*®

Sources: Blockson, Charles L., Marian Anderson The Lady from South Philadelphia, Free
Library of Philadelphia, Commemorative Exhibition, 1991, The Free library of
Philadelphia & The St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, along with The Van
Pelt Library of the University of Pennsylvania, The Charles L Blockson
Collection, Temple University. (information, and description of images)

Boppert, Trish, “Marian’s Song, Parts 1 and 2”, Philadelphia Citypaper,
Archives, February 15-22, 2013.

Keiler, Allan, Marian Anderson, A Singer’s Journey, A Lisa Drew Book,
Scribner, New York, NY, 2000.

Lane, John, “Notes on Music and other artistic
Pleasures”, University City Review, November 28, 2007

Free Library of Philadelphia — Atlas Maps:

1. Philadelphia Land Use Map, Plate 3A-4, Plans & Registry Division,
Bureau of engineering Surveys & Zoning, Department of Public Works,
Federal Works Progress Administration for Pennsylvania, City of
Philadelphia, 1962, Boundary of Marian Anderson Heritage Village
Marked, www.philageohistory.org, Free Library of Philadelphia, Maps

2. 30" Ward Map, J. L. Smith Atlas, City of Philadelphia, 1913, Boundary
of Marian Anderson Heritage Village Marked,www.philageohistory.org,
Free Library of Philadelphia, Maps

17 www.marianandersonrec.org/ - Marian Anderson Recreation Center
18 \www.historicalmarkers.photoshelter.com — Christian Street YMCA - Philadelphia
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“Marian Anderson, A Portrait of Music”, 1956 “Festival of Music” Telecast,
Ford 50" Anniversary Show, 2010 All Media Guide LLC, 2010 Baseline

Images of the Marian Anderson Recreation Center (description provided of
images which are protected by copyright):

1.

The Department of Recreation’s New Marian Anderson Center at 17"
and Fitzwater Streets to be dedicated July 30, July 25, 1954; Philadelphia
Evening Bulletin Photographs, Special Collections Research Center,
Temple University Libraries, Philadelphia, PA [Copyright: Bureau of
Public Information and Service]. Image description: Aerial rendering of
the Marian Recreation Center, with community center, playing fields,
swimming pool in the rear and adjacent street trees. The image also
depicts the demolition of existing row housing, with replacement with
new infill housing, with each block oriented to an interior landscaped
courtyard, with parking garages on the exterior. One block was
constructed accordin% to this pattern between Fitzwater and Bainbridge
N/S, and between 18" & 19™ Streets E/W.

Swimming Pool Feature at Recreation Center Showplace, July 5, 1955,
Photographer: Frederick A. Meyer; Philadelphia Evening Bulletin
Photographs, Special Collections Research Center, Temple University
Libraries, Philadelphia, PA [Copyright: Temple University Libraries].
Image Description: The new pool at the rear of the recreation center is in
operation with area residents actively diving in and enjoying the water.

Marian Anderson Dedicates Playground in Her Name, Jul 30, 1954,
Photographer: Frank Montone; Philadelphia Evening Bulletin
Photographs Special Collections Research Center, Temple University
Libraries, Philadelphia, PA [Copyright: Temple University Libraries].
Image Description: The pool at the rear of the recreation center is filled,
with preparation for use. Marian Anderson is in process of dedicating the
pool. Itis hard to see her in the photo background.

Marian Anderson Home and Museum — 762 Martin Street, South
Philadelphia, dates unknown, www.discoverblackheritage.com

Marian Anderson Home — published in Philadelphia City Paper, February
15-22, 2001 (Article titled: “Marian’s Song”, Photo by Michael
LeGrand)

Marian Anderson 762 Martin Street Home , Photo by Nate Clark,
“Marian Anderson, The Lady from South Philadelphia” Brochure, date of
photo unknown — permission from the Philadelphia Free Library to use
image is in process as of July 2013
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7. Marian Anderson Heritage Village Banner, Lane, John, “Notes on Music
and other artists Pleasures, University City Review, November 28, 2007

8. Union Baptist Church, 19" & Fitzwater Streets, South Philadelphia —
labeled “First National Convention — 1917 — Philadelphia, PA” —
www.madamwalkerfamilyarchives.wordpress.com

9. Union Baptist Church Interior, Photo by Nate Clark, “Marian Anderson,
The Lady from South Philadelphia” Brochure, date of photo unknown,
permission from the Philadelphia Free Library to use image is in process
as of July 2013

10. Philadelphia Clef Club, 738 South Broad Street, South Avenue of the
Arts, Philadelphia, PA, http://www.clefclubofjazz.8m.com/clf

Websites:

www.biography.com — Marian Anderson

www.marianandersonrec.org/ - Marian Anderson Recreation Center
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/.../eleanor-anderson/
articles.philly.com/2011-06-13/.../29652931 1 visit-phyllis-sims-jewelr...
www.Visitpa.com/pa-museums/marian-anderson-historical-residence
www.phlvisitorcenter.com/attraction/marian-anderson-house
www.discoverblackheritage.com > Browse by City > Philadelphia

libwww.freelibrary.org/maps/mosaic/ - Historic Atlas Collection
www.philageohistory.org — Atlas Maps online
http://marianandersonhistoricalsociety.weebly.com/the-historic-society.html

www.historicalmarkers.photoshelter.com — Christian Street YMCA —
Philadelphia
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Historian: Susan M. Mattison, Landscape Architect & Planner
2010 Kater Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146-1313

July 31, 2013

2013 HALS Challenge Entry: Documenting the Cultural Landscapes of Women

Marian Anderson House and Museum (Susan
M. Mattison, July 31, 2013).
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Marian Anderson Heritage Village
Banner on 19" Street utility pole
(Susan M. Mattison, July 31, 2013).

Marian Anderson Way (Martin Street) (Susan M. Mattison, July 19, 2013).
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Marian Anderson Birthplace, 1833 Webster
Street (Susan M. Mattison, July 31, 2013).

Union Baptist Church, Martin & Fitzwater
Streets (Susan M. Mattison, July 31, 2013).



MARIAN ANDERSON HERITAGE VILLAGE

Philadelphia High School for the Creative and Performing Arts, Christian
and Broad Streets, Avenue of the Arts, Southeast corner of the Marian
Anderson Heritage Village District (1980-2006, Carol M. Highsmith
Archive, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division).

View of 20" Street at Bainbridge Street, south view (Susan M. Mattison,
July 19, 2013).

HALS NO. PA-23
PAGE 14
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View of 21 Street looking South at Bainbridge (Susan M. Mattison, July 31, 2013).

View of Christian Street looking West, 1600 block (Susan M. Mattison, July 19, 2013).
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View of Christian Street YMCA, 1724 Christian (rebuilt) (Susan M.
Mattison, July 31, 2013).

View of 2000 block of Christian Street, east view (Susan M. Mattison,
July 31, 2013).
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Center City Light Fixture used on South Street, similar style proposed for the heritage area to
improve ambience (Susan M. Mattison, July 31, 2013).

Marian Anderson Recreation Center, Front Entrance, Mural and Photo of
Marian Anderson featured (Susan M. Mattison, July 19, 2013).
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