" Thomas Clemence House (1679) HABS No. RI-6
(Elder Sweet House)

George Waterman- Road
Johnston, Rhode Island
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EADS 14 Oollege Street,

¢ Providence, R I. . : HABS
0 - ' RT
P ‘ :
T , : o L 4. JoNTs .
10/31/%1 -

Kr, 2. C. Viag,
"mw‘. D. co

Dear Mr, Vint: B i
In regard to the Thomas Clemence House, R. I. #6, Pri. #82. ) }

Please cancel all priority and index cards on the Thomas Clemence
House which you have and substitute $he enclosed Priority and Index
Cards for your files. Please return to us our cards marked office ir
pencil - yours marked Wash. )

REASOK- Previous to 1938 all research on this house was in error. In

1938 under ths Direction of Nr. K. ¥, Isham - carpenter started to restore
the house to its 1679 condition. At once ¥r. Isham found he was in error
when he wrote his bBook in 1895. Alee 211 writers who used his dook
therefor wereitn error. The R, I. Ristorical Society Collections - Pamphlet
Vol. XXXIV, July 1041 #3 by J. K. Cody (¥ho was co-Architect on the job with
My, lsham) is the only Autheatic Record. MNr. Cody spent over a year on the
research. (I measured the job ih 1939 and know all abeut it). Our drawings
B, I. #6 reat in-in 193 7 Sheets #1 to 12 are for the house rg measured at
that time.

¥e are making d.rawingi' Sheets }13 to 24 of the restored house. The
restored houee dravings Sheets #13 to 21& are to bs usod in preference to the
drawings Sheets #1 to 12.

The work aho\m on Shests #1 to 12 ~ at the house - has 2ll been thrown
away - therefor it is not advisadble for the Lidrary of Oongress to send out
any prints of sheets £l to 12 any more.

- In regard to the photoa and dau book whieh you have received - for
instance - PICIURE & TILK - A - Prodable restoration of drawing of original
ons room house. This should be canceled. Later research shows this te an
error. If 1% could be Saken out of $he Library of Congress it should bYe
and returned to us {(or destroyed or marked VOID) It never existed.

PICTURE AND FILK -~ 3 - Probadble plans and elevations of origiul one
room house. This should de canceled. It never existed.

PICTURE & m,x - c -~ 1937 South West Xlevation is correct.
" -~ 1937 South Rast " is corrsct.
. . l -~ 1937 Corner Post and End Girt ias correct.
. ® 7 ~ 1937 Detall Ell Fireplsce is ocorrect.
L ' ¥  G-H-]-J-K-L-M-¥ taken Dec. 1939 show the restored
house and are correct.
VWaiting to de printed are some more pictures. 1
Therefor pictufes A & B should be taken out of the filu as they /

are in error - novor oxisted, , - . /



If you sver received any data sheets - they are in oéror; ' Plo#-i
cancel them, Ve are making nev sheets.
1 am
Yours very truly,
(Sgd. ) Maward W, Husdead

Sapervising Dreftsman
(Mr. Creers office)

R, 1.4#6 - Drawing Sheet #10 of 12 sheets should be removed entirely - as
nothinc on the sbeot ever existed,

" R. I. #6 - Draving Sheet #11 of 12 sheets should be removed entirely & ss
nothing on the sheet ever exieted.
Hobodys fault.
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#1Y4 College Street, g
Providence, R, I, / -

Fedruary 4, 1942,

Mr. T, C. Vint,
Washington, D, C,

Dear Sir:

Under a separate cover we are sending photographs.' Thomas Clemence
House, #38 George Waterman Road, Manton, Town of Johnston, R, I, :

Bl-#6-3 Mounted film and print - view from the Fast
6=l .

. L " " . of Outside of the South Door, - -
R 66 ‘l L % . % Inside of North Door
: 6-2 " s * P . " Lock and key on inside of North door.
61 * B u % . % Leaded Glass Outside Windows (closed)
6-5 » s n s _w o« » . " (open)

Reviev our letter of October 31, 1941 about this house. The above
. photos are of the Restored House (back to 1679 period) All of the work
C and material is of the 1679 periocd. This is the only house strictly re-
stored back to its 1679 condition -~ it is weathering nicely as all of the
photos show,

Print $#RI-6-Y4 shows the front door {south) - this door is held closed
by & vooden bar on the inside ~ the handle is a knocker and also raises the
latch on the 1n_side.

Prints #RI 6-6 and 6-2 shows the North Doorway., This doorway was
probably.not on the original house but - the caretaker had to get in - 30
a door and lock was put on the North Side of the house., An oak cased lock
with a long key was made. Thie lock is & copy of the Old Spanish Treasury
Lock -163F at St. Augustine, Florida, (Question: Did Florida send in a

b

Lock like this?) J

Mr., Norman M, Isham, the noted Colonial Architect, who had charges of

this houss, made ths house drawings, and the drawing of this lock, and a
local locksmith made the metal parts and Mr, Joseph Bullock the noted
Colonial Builder, who did all the restoration of this house made the oak
case, assembled the parts and put it on ths door, I got from the locksmith,
Mr., Isham's original drawing and it dlueprinted, The enclosed tracing
(with the photos) is a copy of the inside of the lock. This tracing ca
be put in ths Data Book, Mr, Isham's mind has failed - so I can't find out

. what book he got all the information from. The lock works overy day - as

the caretoker opens the house for visitors. We took the door off and

< carried it out doors so as to get better 1light for photogrephing - last

: summer, '
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' gummer,

: ‘Prints #RI-6-1 and 65 show the leaded glass outside windows,

! - closed and open, These are anthentic coples of sash from houses
‘of the period. All glass is cut from 49x6" pieces, lead cames very
thin in section; wood cross bars support the lead work,

I an
Yours very truly
. (SGD) Edward W. Rusband

_ : _ Supervising Draftsman
(Mr. Creer's Office) .
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Addendum to HABS No. RI-6
Themas Clemence House (Clemence-Irons House)
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. RI-6
THOMAS CLEMENCE HOUSE
An Addendum to:

Clemence-Irons House

338 George Waterman Road

Johnston, Rhode Island
and

Clemence House

38 George Washington Road

Manton, Rhode Island

in HABS Catalog (1941)

Note: These two entries are for the same house, and
the addresses are incorrect in both cases.

Address: 38 George Waterman Road, Johnston, Providence
County, Rhode Island.
resent, er: Society for the Preservation of New England
: Antiquities
Present Use: Museum
ief Stat This house, now restored and open as a museun, is
ignificance: - probably the most authentic surviving example of

a seventeenth~century Rhode Island House.

HISTORY: Following the death of Ellen E. Irons in 1938, the house
was purchased by Henry D. Sharpe. It was restored for him
under the direction of Normen Morrison Isham and John Hutchins
Cady, architects. Mr. Sharpe gave the house to the present
owners in 1947.

The HABS drawings of the house were made before the re-
storation following purchase by Mr. Sharpe in 1938. Sheets
10, 11, and 12 show a conjectural restoration for the house
based on theories about the evolution of New England houses
developed by Mr. Isham. The conjectural restoration presented
in the drawings was proven to be Iinaccurate in the course
of the actual restoration. A comparison of the drawings
with the photographs of the restored house. shows the dif-
ferences between them.

Mr. Isham's interpretations of early Rhode Island archi-
tecture are presented most completely in the important early
work; Norman M. Isham end Albert F. Brown, Early Bhode Island
Houses (Providence: Preston and Rounds, 1895), where this
house is identified as the Manton House. For a criticism
of Isham's interpretations, see: Fiske Kimball, Domestic

Architecture of the American Colonies and the Farly Republic



THOMAS CLEMENCE HOUSE
HABS No. RI-6 (Page 2)

(New York, 1922), p. 1l4; and Anthony N. B. Garvan,

Architectyre and Town Planning in Colonial Connecticut (New
Haven, 1951), pp. 117-120. For a report on the restoration
of the house, see John Hutchins Cady, "The Thomas Clemence

House," Rhode Island Historical Society Collections, Vol.

X1V, pp. 65-77.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby
. Yale University
May 1963
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