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Dear Mr. Ytat1 

-- In regard. •o the !'b.oM.a cie•aoe lov.H1 I. I. If,, Pri. 112. 

Pl••• eaacel all priori '7 u4 tad.ex oari• on ti. tboMa Oleaenoe 
~·· lifhioll ,_ haTe and nb1Uate ~- eaclo1.a Priori\T and In4ex 
O&J'Cl1 ter 7'01lr f11••· r1..... re"1ra to us our carets ... J'lted ~ffiee in 
peaall - »~an -.rked lfaah. 

lUU.SOS- PnT1011a to 1938 all reaearch on. thi• hou.1• wae ln error. ln 
1938 under the D1reoUon ot Mr. Ji. M. hham ... carpen~r atarte4 to reatore 
the boa•• to i\1 1679 oond1t1oa. A.t once Mr. Iebul tcmad. he wa• in error 
who he '1fl'O._ his Mot ia 1895. Aleo all wr1 ter1 who used hh 'book 
thentcr.r·wre1.la error. !be a. I. Historical Socltt7 Colleot1one - Pa11phlet 
Vol. x:mv. JulT 1941 fJ by I. a. Ooq (Who vo.e co-A.rchUect on the Job vi th 
Ml!'. lei.a) h '11• olllJ' AutheaUc llecord.. Kr. Coq apeat oYer a J'e&I' oa t» 
HHaroh. (? -nre4 the Job lla 19)9 &D4 knov all PO\lt 1 \). 0.r 4rawiDC• 
R. I. 16 Pea.\ U.'11l 19J ? Sheets fl to 12 are tor the house a1 11easure4 at 
tha' Uas. 

We are making dra~inc• Sheets #lJ,to 24 of the J"Bstored house. !he 
reatorecl houH dnwinct Sheet• 113 to 24 are to be used in pre1'eren·ca to the 
dravirca Sheets 11 t.o 12. 

!b.9 work allovn OA Sheet• fl to 12 - at the h.011•• - ha• all beea thrown 
avq - therefor U b noi aclTiaabl• for the Libr&J'f ot Ooncreu to ••lld. out 
&DJ prinh ot aheet• #1 \o 12 an, aore. 

In rep.rd ~ iti.:photoa and da\a. \ook vh1oh yoa baTe receiTed. - tor 
1a1tance - PI01'URm AJ'ILM - A - Proba'ble restoration of cl.ravine of ortc1aal 
ou rooa houH. !hie ahoul.d M caaoelff.. Later reaearch aho"8 th11 le p 
el'J'Or. It U aoald. be Uken out of the LibraQ" ot OoagreH 1' eboul.4 lHt 
u.4 returne4 to u (or 4e.troT•4 or -.rited. VOID) I\ nner existed.. 

PIC!O'll AID 1lLM ... J - ProlNl'l• plan• an4 •leYattoa• ot original one 
1"00• hou.ae. !hi• ahoald l>e oanceled. It never existed. 

PIC!DD & rILM - C - 1937 South Vest ll•TaUon. 1• oorrect. 
11 

• " D - 1937 Sou.th last " ia correct. 
1 1 1 I - 1937 Co:rn.er Poat and ID.d. Girt 11 oorreot. 
1 1 • 7 - 1937 Detail Ill 11rep1Me 1a oorrect. 
• 1 1 G-Jl-I.J'-1-L-M-I taken Dec. 1939 ehov ._ re1torect 

house and are correct. 
Vaitinc \o be printed are 1ome more pic'11.rea. 
therefor pictufea .l It J •hould be \akea oui of •he tilH aa 'h•T 

are fn error - nH·er e:d ded. I 

' ... ·-..: 
···."': .. 



If 7ou aft!' reeei:ved U1 uta U..ts - \U7 &1"e la en"OJ'. P1 ... 1e 
oaaoel •••· We are Mkinc aew .-.,,. 

I .a 

tour1 Ter7 ira.lt, 

(led. ) :14var4 v ... lNmd. 
hpem•tuc ))nth-.. 

(Ir. CreeJ>S office) 

ll. I.16 - Dra.win& Sheet flO ot 12 •he•h •houl.4 'be rellOYecl ea'1rel7 - aa 
n.othinc on the 1heet eTer e:d.1ted. 

ll. 1. 16 - »ravine Shee\ Ill ot 12 1U.'9 1houl.4. 'be rell0Te4 e11Urel.7 Q a.1 
:ao\hinc 011 \he 1heet •••r exh\ed. 
Wo\0"71 fan.lt. 
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Mr. '· C.o Vint, · 
Vash111gton, D. C~ 

Dear Sir& 

Under a separate coTer we are sending photographs, Thoma.a Clemence 
Rouse, #38 George Waterman Road, Manton, Town ot Johnston, R. I. 

Mounted film and print - Tiew trom the East 
• • • • - of Outside of the South Door. 
• • • 1 • Inside of North Door 

'1 • 
1 

• - • Lock and key on inside of North door. 
• • • • • Leaded Glass Outside Windows (closed) 
• • • • • • • • • (open) 

Review our letter of October 31, 1941 about this house. The aboTe 
photos are of the Restored House (back to 1679 period) All of the work 
and material is ot the 1679 period. This is the only house strictly re­
stored back to its 1679 condition - it is weathering nicely as all ot the 
photo1 show. 

Print IRI-6-4 shows the front door (south) - this door is held closed 
b7 a wooden bar on the inside - the handle is a knocker and also raises the 
latch on the inside. 

Prints #RI 6-6 and 6-2 shows the North Doorwa7. This doorway vat 
probabl1-not on the original house but - the caretaker bad to get in - 10 
a door and lock v.as put on the North Side of the house. An oak cased lock 
w1 th a long key vas ma.de. Thill lock is a copy o-r the Old Spanish Treasury 
Lock -16,3]' at St. Augustine, FJ.orlda. (Q;u.estionz Did Florida send in a 
Lock like this?) ) 

Mr. Norm.an M. Isham, the noted Colonial Architect, who bad charge of 
this house, made the house drawings, and the drawing of this lock, and a 
local locksmith ms.de the metal parts and Mr. Joseph :Bullock the noted 
Colonial :Builder, vho did all the restoration of this house ma.de the oalc 
case, assembled the pnrts and put it on the door. I got from the locksmith. 
Mr. Isho.m' a original draving and. it blueprinted.. T,he enclosed tracing 
(with the photoo) is a copy ot the inoid• o! the lock. This tracing ea: 
be put in the Data Book. Mr. Iebam's mind baa failed - so I can't find out 
what book he got all the in!ormation from. The lock works every da.7 - aa 
the caretaker opens the house !o~ vieitors. We took the door off and 
carried it out doors so at to get better light for photographing - la1t 
aummer. 
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8WDlller. 

PriJitl #RI-6...l •nd 6-5 a?low the leaded glass outside windows, 
closed and open. These are authentic copies of sash from houses 

· ot the period. All glass is cut !ro:n 4nx6• pieces, lead cames ver7 
thin in section: wood cross bars support the lead vprk. 

I aa 

Yours Teey tru.ly 

(Mr. Creer 1 a Office) 

(SGD) Edward W. Husband 
Supervising Draftsman. 
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.Address: 

HisrORIC .AMERICAN BUIIDINGS SURVEY HABS No. RI-6 

Note: 

TIIOMAS CLEMENCE HOUSE 

An Addendum to: 

Clemence-Irons House 
J.'.38 George Waterman Road 
Johnston, Rhode Island 

and 
Clemence House 
.'.38 George Washington Road 
Manton, Rhode Island 
in HABS Cata1og (1941) 

These two entries are for the same house, and 
the addresses are incorrect in both cases. 

JS George Waterman Road, Johnston, Providence 
County, Rhode Island. 

Present Qwner: Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities 

Present Use: 

Brief Statement 
of Significance: 

Museum 

This house, now restored and open as a museum, is 
probably the most authentic s'lll'Viving example of 
a seventeenth-century Rhode Island House. 

HISTORY: Following the death of Ellen E. Irons in 1938, the house 
was purchased by Henry D. Sharpe. It was restored for him 
under the direction of Norman Morrison Isham and John Hutchins 
Cady, architects. Mr. Sharpe gave the house to the present 
owners in 1947. 

The HABS drawings of the house were made bef'ore the re­
storation :following purchase by Mr. Sharpe in 19.'.38. Sheets 
10, 11, and 12 show a conjectural restoration for the house 
based on theories about the evolution of New England houses 
developed by Mr. Isham. The conjectural restoration presented 
in the drawings was proven to be inaccurate in the course 
of the actual restoration. A comparison of the drawings 
with the photographs of the restore- house. shows the dif'-
f erences between them. 

Mr. Isham's interpretations of early Rhode Island archi­
tecture are presented most completely in the important early 
work; Norman M. Isham and Albert F. Brown, Early P..hode Island 
Houses (Providence: Preston and Rounds, 1895), where this 
house is identified as the Manton House. For a criticism 
of' Isham 1 s interpretations, see: Fiske Kimball, Domestic 
ArChitectµre of' the A@erican Colonies and the Early Republic 
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THOM.AS CLEMENCE HOUSE 
HABS tJo • RI-6 (Page 2) 

(New York, 1922), p. 14; and Anthony N. B. Garvan, 
gchitectµre and Town Planning in Colonial Connecticut (New 
Haven, 1951), pp. 117-120. For a report on the restoration 
of the house, see John Hutchins Cady, "The Thomas Clemence 
House, rt Rhode Island Historical Society Collections, Vol. 
XXXIV, pp. 65-77. 

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby 
Yale University 
May 1963 
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