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WASHINGTON HOTEL (Southern Hotel) HABS No. TN-6 

Location Corner of Main and Telegraph Streets in Clarksv.ille, 
Tennessee. USGS Clarksville, Tennemee Quadrar¥jle. 
Universal Transverse Mercator Coar:Cinates 16 4042425 
467600. 

Present Owner c.ii::y of Clarksville, City Hall, Public Square, Clarksville, 
Tennessee, 37040. 

Present Occupant None 

Present use Vacant 

Significance The Washington Hotel js an extensively altered structure 
dating from the mid-1820s. ll: has asari.ati.on with 
Clarksvill.e's mid-19th century prominence as a part on the 
Cumber:laoo River. The hotel served travelers far many 
years until its conversion into affi.ces far a tobacco 
warehouse in 1884. From 1884 to the mid-20th century the 
building has been a part of Clarksville's prominent tobacco 
industry. Although altered in the 20th century it still 
displays aspects of its original architectural. character. 

PART L HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physi.cal History 

1. Date of. erection: ca. 1825. County historian Ursula Beech descriN:>s in her 
book Along the Warioto that the Washington Hotel was OOili: ca. 1825 to e:rve 
the .ci.verboat trade. At the time of its construction it: was three stories in 
height and of. Federal. style oonst:ruct:i.on. This desctiption js confirmed through 
.its appearance on an 1870 lithograph of the city. The building at thjs time was 
known as the Southern Hotel. 

2. An::hitect: Unknown. 

3. Original. and Slbeequent owners: The early records of ownership of the lot 
are incomplete and ownership can only be traced after the Civil War. Reference 
js to the Clerk's affi.ce in the Montgomery County Courthouse in Clarksville, 
Tennes:iee. 

1884 

1888 

An 1887 publication refers to the building as being acquired 
in 1884 by Charles R. Hallums. This transaction has not 
been located. 

Deed, April 12,, 1888, Book 23, page 56. 
C.R. Hallum 
to 
w .B. Amerson. 



1918 

1978 

4. Builder: Unknown. 

Deed, January 13, 1918, Book 56, page 559. 
W .B. Arxierson 
to 
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Rmalph Hach and Company Oater known as the 
Southwestern Tobacco Company). 

Deed, August 5, 1977, Book 61, Val 2, page 156. 
From Southwestern Tobacco Company 
to 
di:y of Clarksville 

5. Original plans and construction: No early plans of the building have been 
located. Views of the building in the 1870s show that it was aciginally a ~ 
EJ:ciry rectangular mas:>nry S:ruct.ure with a masonry t:hree-st:ory ell. addition. It. 
was of Federal style construction and had a gable roof and end chimneys. 
Because c£ extensive remodeling the aciginal interior plan is not discernible. 

6. Alterations and additions: The Washington Hotel was aciginally a t:hree-st:ory 
brick ell shaped Federal style S:ructure. In 1884 the building was altered with 
the Main Street facade redesigned in the Italianate style with arched windows 
and doorways with cast iron hood molding. The gable roof was also removed and 
replaced with a fl.at roof and sheet metal cornice. The rear ell. was removed and 
replaced with a brick ware.house • Further alterations occurred in the 1920s 
when the top two floors of the building were removed and a stepped parapet 
was added to the roofline. 

B. Historical Context: 

The Washington Hotel was constructed in the mid-1820s and was originally a 
t:hree-st:ory mas:>nry Federal style S:ruct.ure. Later known as the Southern H~ 
this bu:ilding was one of Clarksville's major hotels of the 19th century and it. 
served steamboat and overlarxi travelers for many years. W.ith t.1-ie rise of the 
railroads and decline of steamboat travel the hotel's prominence began to wane 
and in the early 1880s the bu:ilding was converted into offices for a tobacco 
oompany which altered the appearance of the S:ructure. The gable roof was 
removed and the Main Street facade was changed through the introduction of 
Jtalianate windows and exterxied bays for the entrances. A rear brick ell. was 
demolished and a brick tobacco warehouse was added. 

An 18 8 7 illustration dec;cri res the building as being operated by a tobacco 
oompany known as the "People's Warehouse" and occupying the a1d Southern 
Hd:.el S.t.e ~ the front of the building \med for offices and s:.orage. This 
illustration shows the changes to the original S:ructure with the architectural 
character altered in the ltalianate style. The bu:ilding oontinued to be used as a 
tobacco warehouse office into the 20th century and was part of Clarksville's 
pm;perous tobacco industry. In the 1920s the top two floais of the S:ruct.ure 
were removed and a stepped parapet was added to the roofline. The bnilCting has 
been utilized as offices and s:.orage in recent years and tenants have 
extensi.vel.y remodeled the interior. 



PART Il. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General statement: 
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1. Architectural character: The Washington Hotel is an extensively akered 
structure dating from the mid-1820s. Originally designed in the Federal style 
the bm1ding was altered in the 1880s to reflect the Commercial Italianate style 
with arched windows and hood molding. Further alterations occwred in the 
1920s when the top two flocrs were removed and replaced with a stepped 
parapet. lt is the only remaining S:ructure on the north Sde of the public 
SI\]are. 

2. Condition of the fabric: The exterior masonry of the hotel is in fair oondition 
with some deterioration evident. The interior is in poor oondition with areas af 
water and fire damage resulting in fallen plaster and rotted frame members. The 
interior has a1s:> been altered several ti.mes during this century. The warehouse 
behind the hotel is in fair condition with the masonry and frame truss ceiling 
system in good condition. 

B. Description of exterior: 

1. Overall dimensions: The Washington Hotel building is rectangular in shape and 
measures approximately 110' across and 45' deep. The warehouse at the rear af 
the building is a1s:> rectangular in shape and measures 100' across and 270' 
deep. 

2. Foundations: Both buildings rest on a foundation af rusticated limestone 
blocks. 

3. Walls: The walls af both buildings are af brick with the Washington Hotel 
displaying stretcher bond while the warehouse is constructed af common bond. 
The brick on the hotel building has been painted white. 

4. Structural. system, framing: Exterior walls and major partition walls af the 
hotel building are <:£load bearing brick. 

5. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: Bc±.h entrances on the main facade af the hotel building 
have had the aci.gina1 doors removed and replaced with mcxiern aluminum and 
glass dOOIS. Above the mcxiern door elements are the ca. 1884 wooden transom 
ban; and arched transom. The fenestration on this facade has been altered with 
the west bay entrance encla::ed for a window and two ari.ginal window openi..r¥:}s 
have been lengthened to accomodate new doors. Above the doors and windows 
on the facade is both wooden and cast iron OOod molding. The doorways on the 
warehouse are si.n;le panel wooden doors above which is a stone lintel. 

b. Windows: Windows on the Main Street facade are double paired one-over-one 
sash with a wooden transom bar and arched transom. Some af the windows have 
been altered into doorway q>enings. Above the windows are both cast iron er 
wooden OOod molding. The hotel building a1s:> displays windows on the east and 
west elevations. These appear to date from the original ca. 1825 structure and 
are S.X-over-S.x sash with wooden ans and lintels. Ail of the frame elements on 
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the windows are in poor condition. Windows on the warehouse building are both 
two-over-t.wo and ~er-nine wooden sash with wood sills and lintels. Near 
the roof is a large clerestory window running the length of the warehotEe 
cont:ai..ni.r:g twelve light casement windows. 

6. Roof: 

Shape, ooveri.ng: The roof of the hotel building is flat with a covering of 
roofing tar. The warehouse has a gable and sbed standing seam metal roof. 

C. Descr.iption of Interior: 

1. Floor p1ans: 

The first fl.oar af the hotel building consists of fi. ve rooms separated by brick 
am frame walls. Only one wall. is of load bearing masonry dating to the original 
buil.dng. The frame walls were added both during the 1884 remodeling and the 
recent alterations. The frame walls have a finish of lathe and plaster. The 
amtra1 rear room is in very poor coOOition due to a recent fire which destroyed 
ma;t of this area. Ail. rooms are rectangular in shape. The warehouse building 
consists af cpen floor space supported by a frame post and lintel &ySt:.em with 
few added partition walls. 

2. Flooring: The flooring in the hotel building consists of 3" .wide hardwood 
tongue in groove planks which appear to date to the 1884 remodeling. Many 
areas of the floor are in poor condition and part of the floor on the eastern 
two rooms consists of poured concrete. The floor in the warehouse also consists 
partly of 3" wide wooden boards and a poured concrete slab. 

3. Wall and ceiling finish: The walls in the hotel building consist of plaster and 
lathe over non-load bearing frame and gypsum board on the recently added 
partition walls. Only one load bearing masonry wall. is extant from the original 
b1ilding. This wall. also has a coating of plaster. The maj:rity of the plaster in 
the building is in poor condition. The warehouse building walls are of load 
bearing expa;ed maaonry. The ceiling in the hotel building consists both of 
plaster and dropped acoustical tiles. The warehouse building has an expaged 
frame truss ceiling. 

4. Doorways and doars: Only two doors remain in the hotel building which date 
from the 1884 remodeling. These are typical stock doors of frame construction 
with two-over-two recessed panels. The door surround displays incised molding 
and buil.'s eye corner blocks. Other door openings in the building are recent 
additions. There are no interior doors in the warehouse building. 

5. Decorative features: Few features from the original building or the 1884 
remodeling have been retained on the interior. The two rooms on the west end 
c£ the building still display 2" wide tongue and groove wainscoting which 
extends to a height c£ four feet. On the west wall there are rectangular molded 
panels beneath the windows. The east interi.ar wall contains a fireplace q:>ening 
but the mantel is ~- The distinctive feature c£ the warehouse building 
interior is the large expanse of light allowed by the clerestory window. 

6. Lighting fixtures: All lighting fixtures are of mid-20th century origin in both 
buildings. 
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7. Heating: The hotel bu:il.di.ng still retains steam radiators dating from the early 
20th century rut these are non-functional. and have not been used in recent 
years. A central heating system was .inS=alled in the 1950s but .ii: too is no 
longer functional. A 20th century gas system is used in the warehouse bu:il.di.ng. 

D. Site: 

General setting: The hotel bu:il.di.ng fronts 110' on Main Street and faces 
towards the public ~. On the west facade the hotel bu:il.di.ng and wanmouse 
front 315' on Telegraph Street. Surrounding the building on the rxxth and east 
elevations are vacant lots which are either unused or utilized far parking. There 
are oo outbuildings. 

PART llI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

A. F.arl.y views: The Washington Hotel Oisted as the Southern HoteD is shown in 
an 1870 lithograph c£. the city of Clarksville, dated 1870. This lithograph is on 
file at the Clarksville Public Library. The building is al&> deS.gnated on a D. G. 
Beers map dated 1877 which is ~ on file at the public library. An enrgraving 
c£ the biilding after .it was altered is shown in Pictures;ue Clarksville dated 
1887. 

A. Interviews: 

Beech, Mn3. Ursula. Clarksville, Tennessee. May 25, 1983. 

B. Bibliography: 

L Primacy and unpublished s:>urces: 

Montgomery County Deed Records. Clarksville, Tennessee. 

2. Secondacy and published s:>urces: 

Beech, Umula Smith. Along the Wari.ot.o. Nashville, Tennessee: McQuiddy Press, 
1964. 

Tit.us, W.P. Pictureswe Clarksville. Clarksville, Tennessee: Private Printing, 
1887. 

Reviewed and transmitted by: Paul Hawke SERO 11/85 
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