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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

Fort Sam Houston, Mess Hall 
(Fort Sam Houston, Building No. 2399) 

HABS No. TX-3303-26 

Location: Building 2399 is located at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, behind the Beech Pavillion between Stanley 
Road to the northwest and Scott Road on the east 
and north of, Henry T. Allen Road. USGS 7.5' 
Quadrangle: . San Antonio East, Texas. UTM 
Coordinates: 14.553350.3258100. 

Significance: Building 2399 was constructed to serve as a mess 
for hospital personnel at the end of World War II, 
when Fort Sam Houston became a vital medical 
center for the U.S. Army. 

Description: Building 2399 is a one-storYI steel-framed, 
masonry-clad, mess hall built on a concrete 
foundation. The building was designed by Phelps, 
Dewees, & Simmons, Architects in 1945 under the 
supervision of the United States Engineer Office, 
San Antonio District. Architectural drawings, 
marked as Plan No. W-41-154-1525 1 indicate that 
the mess hall was designed with a low-pitched roof 
distinguished by two long clearstories. The mess 
hall was constructed to serve Buildings 275 r 276 1 

and 277 and was placed to the interior of a block 
enclosed by those buildings. 

Building 2399 has a large kitchen at its east end 
and a dining area to the west. The dining area· is 
divided into two sections r one for patients and 
one for the medical staff. The mess hall was 
connected to adjacent buildings with covered l 

enclosed walkways. 

The concrete slab r beams r and superstructure are 
supported on concrete piers. Steel columns rise 
from the piers to support steel roof trusses and 
purlins. The low-pit~hedr "tar and gravel" roof 
is built on fireproof gypsum plank. The exterior 
surface is clad in stucco on hollow tile and 
concrete block. Doors are metal flush doors and 
windows are six-over-six-light, double-hung, wood 
sash. Exterior trim is utilitarian and is limited 
to gravel guards, flashing, and door and window 
frames. Steel pipe columns are visible at the 
exterior loading docks and exterior. Surface­
mounted electrical and mechanical equipment and 
louvers and vents are located on the walls and 
roof. The exterior of the building is in fair 
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The interior of the buildin~ features glazed 
ceramic and gypsum board walls, ceramic and 
composition floor tile, and simple wood trim. 

Building 2339 is in fair condition and has been 
vacated. 

Building 2399 was constructed in 1946 as a mess 
for the 1920s Beach Pavilion, which surrounds it. 
Building 2399 probab~y was constructed in response 
to the large number or personnel who passed 
through Fort Sam Houston at the end of World War 
II, when it became a separation center and 
outprocessed more than 500,000 soldiers. The 
building also was used by personnel involved in 
the ever-increasing number of medical programs 
that were relocated to Fort Sam Houston from other 
military facilities after 1946. 

Martha Doty Freeman. Fort Sam Houston, An American 
Depot, Headquarters, and Training Facility, 1876-
1946, Fort Worth, Texas: Komatsu/Rangel, Inc., 
1994. 

Fort Sam Houston Drawing Files. Drawing No. 
W-41-154-1525. Prepared by United States Engineer 
Office 1945. 

Martha Doty Freeman, Historian, 1997. 
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