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Owner - U. S ,dovernment, Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service. Richmond Nat,ional Battlefield Park. Now used as a 
residence for the_ Park personnel. 

Date of Erection - No documentary evidence. The Watt farm taxes increased £IPe 
from $150.00 to $928.90 from 18JJ to 18)6 which appears to 
(late the building of the present house. 

Date of viewing 

Description 
Plan dimensions JO' 6" x 28 1 

Basement: ld.tchen, di.ni.ng room and storage spacte 
First f.loor- Er1trance \7estibule ~ stairs and two rooms 
SeconO floor- passage and two rooms 

Construct ion 
Brick basement sto1 .. ~r \'lhich rises 4 t e.bd>ve the ground level_ 
One and a half story frame construction with weather boarding sheathJ 
ing. The sheathing is of plank boarding cut off at one edge and pai14 
ed to the uprichts through tbe narro\vex· pa1·t. 1'he thicker 
edge therellore stands out from the uprights and makes a 
good overlap. The roof was originally shingled and has 
dormers. There are tv~o bric1';: chinmies at the east end 
with pent closets. The roof rafters s.re pegged together 
in lieu of a ridge pole. They diminish :Ln width from the 
eave to the :ridge. 

Elevations 
Front (north) 

.Basement - Two 9-light windows 
First floor- 6-panel door at right and 2 18-light windows 

plain v1ood verge bo2.rd. 
Roof-Steep pitch, 9lf,-\,' to the foot. 2 Ridge dormers with 

12-light v.rindOYJS 

Rear -- Uirror image of north elevation 

Side (east) 

1\•10 stepped briclc chirru)ies 
cellar door vii.th 4-light window between chimnie;s 
First story - At left a 6--panel door under a pent. A 
pent closet with a 4--light window be~ween chimnies 
and a pent closet also with a 4-light window at i:dg;ht . 

. Upper story - an 8-light sash window between chimnies 
. , set as symmetrically to left of cente:". Plain board for 

verge board which tapers following taper of r?,fters. 
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Watt House Page 2, 

Side ('Nest) 
Two cella1' \Vindov1s ·1vith 4 lights i.n lo'.ver sash and 2 
lights in upper sash. 
Ground fl()Or- In center one 1e . .,.1igl1t sasl1 \ViI1do\v 
Upper floor - 2 s:~7nunctricall~r placed l.2··1_ig!tt v1indov;s. 

All \\'indo¥1s 2,;1d doors have pegged fl'.'tuning. 

Interior 
In the basement t11ere is sonie br:~clr f'loo:r:Lng wl1ich may date 
frorn r.n e::i,r2_ier b1_;.:i.ld ing. There is a large fireplace, 
origina1ly u.scd for cooking. Remains of tf1e crane are 
visible. 

Little of the 0Tigin2,l trim remo.ir1s in ti1e 11ouse. 

Second floor has simple pegged frami11e about 4-arched fire-­
opening. 1». pla:i!J board is used for t~ne mantel. 

I-Ii story - _As thj s is an unp::etentious fa.rJIL.'-louse, it has little 
reeo:rded archj_t.cctu:cal l1istory. 
}Jugh \~/att was Dorn i11 F:tenairm, Antrim Count;:t, Ireland . 
After his fa.t11cr' s death, v1itl1 his mother, he emigrated 
to Richmond, Va. in 1790. 
On April 5 ,1801, he married Sarah Bohannon Kidd. She 
i.nherited from her father, Pittm~1n Kidd, a farm called 11 Sp1·ing­
dale11 in IIanover Colli"'l.ty a.bout 13 milen fro1n Richmond ir1 
1832 (360 acres :i.n one tract and 171 acres in another. ) 
In 1833, her husband, Hugh Watt was dccJ.ared legally 
joint owner. Before Hl36, the bui.ldjngs on the farm were 
assessed at $150. 00. In 1836, the assessment was $928. 90. 
It seems evident, tl1erefore, tl1at thi.s building v1as 
completed_ in 1835. 

The youngest son, George V/Att, came :Lnto possession 
of the property :Ln 1865. The f·i.rst recorded repairs 
were made to tl1e house in 1935 after J.-~ hs.d been 
purchased by the Battlefield Pe.rk Corporatio11 and 
deeded to the Virginia State Conservation and Development 
Commission. The Federal Government accepted title to all the 
Richmond Natio11al_ Bat t.lefield propert;y~, incl 11ding the 
Watt house_ on July 14,1944. The :repnL·s in 1935 were 
done by the Richmond firm of Claiborne and Taylor, Inc . 
Second :recorded repairs were done in Hovember 1945. 
Complete ~cestoration and .modernization of t11e ho11se ls 
bei11g undertHken by the i·Jationa1_ i-'aI"k Service d1rring the 
1957 fiscaJ. year . 
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'!!att House 

The historic signif:i.cance of the house is two-fold. The ).'irst 
is architectural for it shows the continuance of an Eiarly 
type of Virginie. farmhouse built. in the 1830' s. It· demon• 
st~ates ho\V d~_f.fi_e:··JJ:t it is to date vernacu~ar bui_ldings 
c~~tr6t1cted -l'r:ith t~:-ad:itional methods unless there is' 
docume11ta1--~· mn Se:cia-1.. 

The followinf; trari:lCional items of conttrttction shohld be noted,· 
1, ·The tapering: rEfters supporting tl1e roof. 
2. the pegging of the rafters L1stead of using a ridge. 
J. the tapering ·.r0rge boards v;hicl1 follov1 the _taper of the 
rafters and :reneal the tapeT on the exterior of the buildiiig--. 
4. The plank sheathing which is caJ.led drop siding, 
ti. The reuse of old ne ils, which makes the dating of the 

fabric even rno:re difftcuJ.t .. 
6. Tirnbers made narrc(fii1er at ends to permit nailing to oth~r 

members. The n8ils ... would be too short to go through the 
tirnbers <Jtl1er~ ... i:~se. 

7. TJse of solid co.rnGr posts, v1l1ich 11sage v1as limited to 
a short period 1820-1840 according to Architect Bennett. 

8, .Slide windov;s. 
9. Use of wood bars on the ccllar windows to prevent 

"break and ent.:ryn . 
lO. In cellar a partition made of upright logs an<it bearded bo~• 
11, 'T11e battened doors p11l:. togetl1E~r \vith nails which are t\ll'il~d .. ,';-' 

twice at right angles to prevent scTa.tching or roughness.·;· 

The second claim to fame of the 'lfatt house is that it 
was used for n few hours by Major Ge!leral Fitz-John Porter 
as a field headquarters during the Battle of Gaines' Mill, 
Jtme 27,1862 durinr; the WAr Between the States. It was chosen 
because of its high location. After the battle,Lt v1as used 
as a hospital, during the war. 

Heferences 

Christian Observe,:, lo!ay 18, 1910. 
"My Visits with Grandmother", by Mrs. M. J .Haw, gradd­
da.t-ighter of !-.tt'S. Sarah B. \1/att. 

U.S.Department of the Interior 
National Park Servj.ce. i .. ~<] Reports 
Historical, i!ovember 1956 by .John T. Willett 
Architectural: Part I) I'.1a.y 1,1957 b~:r 

Cha:rJ.es 1.i::. ?et er son a·nd \Y. Ross ·Taylor 
Part II. September 30,1957 by 

George F. Be11nett, 1b:·chitect 

Agnes A. Gilchrist 
Nat ::l.obal Park se:rv.ip.e.jEO:OG 
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