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Tacoma, Washington 98402

Motion pletave theatev; office
rentnl; rervail shop.

The gite on wilen the building was
constructed has particular luportunce
in the history of Taocoma comserce.
William Jones, who comirliasicned the
projecit, was o key figure in the
development of the chipping industuy
and wheaw trade in the norchwest.  The
building represents

exmanle of the avehitec

viteca's munerous thoutev~office

]
i

milaing designs for the vandeville
magiate Alexander Pontages.

I A, slas and Tlorencs K.
Lentz, November, 1970,
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ihe Pantapes Theatre - Joenes Tailding, cdesipned by the architaest %, Marcus
Priteca, represents an interasting combination of wvariant stviez and functions,
fhe unosual strunctucre, woaich opened g doors 1n Janoary ot 14918, was Created;
to serve Loth 3 building and as & ¢dovih¢o theatre. These two o
digpavrate funcli learly expressed on the nf the DUJIGL”L, wher e

; ue”1va? gtvie is succossrinlly justaposed with the Com—

styie. ,L, istis blending 1s cchieved he Priva=ca's consistent
uss of astylized Roman not;fs and nndlchd classicaw propertion. With the
exeaption of the ground-—-floor level, the exterior is largely unaltered, and
L . ;
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The Niuth Street facade of the Theatre is divided herizontally inte three
cally into five bavs.  The lower level of the Tacade,
Eﬁp Yinth Scrast grade, has recaived & minimim of elaboration
iance palazzo has The central level of this elevation,
teries in helght features a tripie-arched blind arcade
central havs. Fach individual i 5 punc*udt d by a
al cpening with a large ornaneats e hege
h framed by imposing, psaudo-for laster s-and'nalt
ree orivs n height,  The bhlind 5 m-‘iﬁlﬂ’ fla z1&ed
dbcurthd cutermost bays. Structural vy the same lavel asg.
L pavae arc cappad with sopmentad- vre, Fivel o o
e ket ad baicc*c tes underliine these ovenings, oreo horizontal
course which {drmly CUies the variant hays togethoer, sroportisned  ens
tablalture repeats the qorI?Oﬂtil MOV o= thoe r ?s on this
facude.  The centavlilature consists of a simple architrave, Testooned frieze, and
cornice with a boidly projecting dentil cucrse.  An feeorated area of the N
fvlerg Lo carry toerva cotra letters reading ’\\f“”‘ﬂ THEATRE, ac LOLﬂlng_LQ“
friveca's original plons; thene were apparently uever applied. A substantials
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The full-blown Renalssance Revival style o this elevation contrasts sharply
with the more straightforvard Commercial style of the Jones Building proper.
However, the marriage of the two stvles and building functions is successfully
carried off in several wavs., On the Ninth Stract facade, the Theatve is "insot"
inte the Jones Building (wh twe stories higher) A dver-
lapping, or shaving, of a single transitional bav. A cwo-story
portion of the office complex tops the connecting the Chs
achieving the linkage. Another factor which contry to thi

the continuation of the theatre's cornice with dtzs distinctive

around the corner and acrnas the Rroadw elovatisn of the

a level two stoerics higner. Simdilarly,

ment of the Jones Puilding hay en X
eievation’s outermost bays. A third elemont which visually uku.b e
structures is the horizontal movement created b thieatre's IiLt? St
baleonettes and tne Aroadway marquee,
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The Broadway Plaza fecade of the Jones Bullding consists of seven fu?l bhays.

The five central bavs feature two windows with double-ting, onv-over-omne Light
: indows per
fral parviands

sash per story, while Lthe outernost bays are charactorized
story. The bavs are eonfremed by stviized vope mouldings,

of terra cott The spandrels are ornamented in some iocations with wreaths,
rogetbes, and geometric designs. Above the duntilied corpice

r
correspending to that of thebays helow provides 1ight o a seventh stopy level
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The auditorivm of rhe Taceoma Pantagas iz elliptical in ushape and s oriented
north to south, the proscenium arch and :
smail orchestra plt can be entered Lhrough the precncoom below the staga.

Oreossing rooms {lank the greenrcowm at that level. Because of the very

ceated on the souath weii.  The




Pantages

Jones Bulldlng
Feleow the auditorium level were sawvailabhle

¢ lowest lovel on Comverce Street ) tha

HABS No. }%ﬁ;?-lg‘;agé 4)

grade on Ninth Street,
for rehearsals and sterage. A
heating and electrical svstems were installed.

Decorative features of the auditorium roly upen the lavish use of classical
motils executed in plaster by Furcopean craftsmen. The srescenium avch is
encrusted with a variety of these motifs, whic!i cnlrminate at a center point ia
ant elaborate floral cavtouches. Projecting rvom this cartouche is a torch which
once carried @ "PY for Pantages. The nroscenium {3 {ilanked by fluted, engaged
columns of massive proportions. The auditerium's entablature teatuxxs a
dencilled cornice with shell fininls. Above the entublatura rises a coved
eiling with gutter lighting, aAr the ¢ 1
sunburst, in lieu of the rraditiciel crysetal chaondelier. Renadining hoxes arve

nter of the coelling is an art glass
located on either side in the antoe-proscenius srea,  Each bhex is an arch-shaped
niche ornamented on its intericr by resettes and a large shell sotif.  The box
© opilasters, entabklature, and
broken pediment. The recessed space of o amed in furn hy a rec-
tangular surround whiich is decorated with garlands and a contraliy-placed
classical mask at its head.

entrance 1s enframed bv a complex arrangemant of
ron hoex is oontr

}ne of the most iateresting and lnnovative Toatures in the theatre thae

acoustical accelerator” des;gned 5y Priteca and locarrd at ting

: iﬂ flocr under the balcoeny.,  Priteca, Pike lounis Sullivan, f

of the audie

wilth Uhn most expensive. Uritecy couczived the ldea of a concave sudace
=

ol tiwe
16 membhers
e with the cnouapest Joats siould seo and hear as well ag those

RCRSATR TS whicn atlaws tne

located sevevral Tect in Traoazr of the
nate under Lne

seated In the resr crchestra.  Although the

balecay, wermittiog {nproved acousticos Yor thcse

L. N - . w1l 1 -
stical geroleratsy Tevice

SOUNnG NS ress

1

virs nsed mneih latar Dy Vroani Llovd Wriohu o dn an osod Dtorinm which ne desieaod
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and thoroughly versod in the manipulation of classical form,
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inct areas. The site on hv”h Lhe wualdinﬂ Wil constructed
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foned the project, was o kev (igure in che developmant of tLo shipping
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industry and the wheat trade in the northwest. Third, the building reprosents
the earliest extart example ¢ the architect B. Mavcus Priteca's numerous
theatre-office building designs for the vaudeville magnate Alexander Pantages.

In the 1880's, the intersection of tho Gtreet and Broaduway, formerly O Street,
was the heart of the city's commercial district., The Northern Pacific Railroad,
a key industrial factor in the growth ol Tacoan, had built {ts offices on the

southiwest corner of that iontersection, Iu 1887, upoun the arrival of the Jirsc
transcentinental vailvoad, thz Morthern Pacitic Uollroad relogated vy obdicas

T

pu

N
1

and the Tacoma Thealre Building, designed by J. W, Tood of Philadelphia, was
constructed on the site. On the nerthwest corner of the intevsection,

Bostwick llovel wag built in 1889, on the ot Dr, Doesrwick

t
Bostwick was the [irst president orf the Dlerce Jouanty Modicnl
President of the Bank of Naew Thcoma. Across Brouduay (O Strent; 1

stood the Chamber of Commerce Puilding, headguarters of the Taco
Club s well as the Chamber of Commerce. On the site of the Jones L
stood Gross Breothers Deparment Sto coma in 1887
on Pacific Avenue, Gress Brothers woaz once considored the finast department
grore in the northwest. In short, st the intereaction of Broadwsy and “inth
Street , Tacoma busincssmen egtablished 3 basls Yor the civy's naciensi opd
international trade in the Tale 19th and early 20th Coenturies,

a local husiness bLaegun in

—_

In 1897, William Jomes, capital
Gross frethers and opened an of

izt and pl
fi £ hi

vilanthropist from Walla t
ice of “ice
.

is own in coma. Jones was an offic
of aunbarous companies Invelved in shipping acd whent btrade.,  die alse heiped fo
develop M. Rainder 25 a tourist attracoion, and worved for chi establishment
ot a permanent militarv installation in the are:

come to light concerning Jones' collaboration w
Panvages Theatre~jones Building pro;ect.

Boniomin Mavcus Priceca was born in Sccotland, edocotod st the tHniversity of
FEdinhurgh and the Roval A i
was apprenticed to the srchibtect Reobevt MoYarlane Cameron.  In 1
and his family ewmigrated to the United States, arviving in Senttic
the alasxa-Y ukon -Pac ific Exposition.

wademy of Art. During the course of h

Priteca's professional carecer bhegan the folloving yewr in Seatole.  Richerd F.
MeCann, FLALLLAL and former cnlltague ol Privecs, ¥
desipn commission was a

tunat Pritoca 'z ©irvrst
tlowaever, at &n

all commercial building

sarliv date Priteca becames the personal architect of Alamander Pant
known vaudeville impressario, and was subseguontiv in thoe
or remodelling of many Pantages bu1l61hgh shroihes ern I

and Canada.

Priteca’s extensive work for Pantages, as s for
firmly established hls posicion as one ot - eccialises in
theatre and movie-house design. At the time of tis dearh in sintvy major
theatres as well zs 1530 others of lessar importance nad beon atbributed to vim.

theatre-chain clients,

countiy

&
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Amcong his more famous enterfaimment palaces were the arnute lollywood Pantages

at Holiywood and Vine, as well as the Palomar, originally the Pantages (1913)

‘he Orpheum {1927) in Seattle. The latter tvo have haen recently demolished.
At the height of Priteca's Carﬁer, he maintained offices in Taos cles and
haadquart rsoin Seattie.  as a Fellow of the Auwevioon Instinote of Archilects,

L

~ireca was Invelved In such diverse profects as Seartle's Lonpacres racetrack,
Lh Sgatvie Upera Hou and the Congregation Vemple de Hirsch, In addition
# body {or the Locomebilo, and a rav.d vl ‘ '

i T
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