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BLANCHARD JUNIOR KNOCKABOUT, HULL NO. 7

HAER No. WA-181

Location: The Center for Wooden Boats, Seattle, King County, Washington

Rig/Type of Craft: Sloop/ Day sailer

Trade: Recreation
Principal
Dimensions: Length (oa): 19'-1"
Beam: 6'-2 °/3"
Propulsion: Sail
Date of
Construction: Sometime between the late 1930s and the early 1950s

Original Owner: Not Known
Disposition: Museum

Significance: Blanchard Junior Knockabout, Hull No. 7 is significant as an
example of the popular livery sailboat, which was developed to
adapt to the economic realities of the Great Depression and to cater
to the working class.

Description: Blanchard Junior Knockabouts are 20" open sloops with short fore
and aft decks and long cockpits that can easily accommodate six
adults on bench seats. The boats are constructed of full-length red
cedar carvel planking over steam-bent oak frames. In addition,
they have handsome spoon bows, tucked up oval transoms, and
inboard rudders. Blanchard Junior Knockabouts shared initial
stability due to their wide beams at waterline, and they also have
heavy weather stability due to their cast-iron keels.

An ad for Blanchard Junior Knockabouts included the following
specifications:

Length overall: 20'-0"

Length of water line: 14'-6"

Beam extreme: 6'-3"

Draft: 3'-0"
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Rig: Sloop

Sail Area: 210 square feet

Keel plank: Philippine mahogany

Stem: Oak

Transom: Philippine mahogany

Planking: Western red cedar or Philippine mahogany, */;¢"
Ballast keel: 550 Ibs cast-iron fin with bulb

Auxiliary power: Hatch at transom gives access to clamp on
outboard motor. Transom is metal shod and recess is furnished
with copper pan scuppered overboard.

Spars: Varnished spruce

Standing rigging: 1x19 stainless steel wire, bronze turnbuckles
Running rigging: Manila with bronze blocks, turnbuckles and
bronze tangs

Deck hardware: Bronze

There was still a demand for recreational boats, albeit at reasonable
prices, during the Great Depression. Boatyards that had achieved
fame by building 100" yachts had to adapt to the economy to keep
their crews busy. As a result, naval architects and boat designers
switched their client focus from the wealthy to the working class.
The Great Depression, therefore, became a golden age for small
day sailing boats and fast one design racing boats.

The Blanchard Boat Company of Seattle’s Lake Union was one
such company that adapted to the economic realities of the 1930s.
Its founder, N.J. Blanchard, had started commercially building
yachts for the wealthy at the age of 15. In 1932, Blanchard
designed a 26' cruising sloop with cabin accommodations for two
and a well for an outboard motor. This sloop design, known as the
Blanchard Senior Knockabout, sold for less than the popular 23'
Star Class because of the simplicity of its rig and the ease of
construction.

Next, N.J. Blanchard designed a 20' open sloop, which was a
scaled-down version of the 26' one. The 20" Blanchard Junior
Knockabout was popular with houseboat dwellers in Lake
Washington. From the 1930s to the 1960s, there were about
twenty-five of these sloops available for rent at the Lake
Washington Yacht Basin at the foot of Leschi Park.

As of 2008, The Center for Wooden Boats has five Blanchard
Junior Knockabouts as part of its livery and sailing instruction
programs.
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The Center for Wooden Boats staff, 2008

Lincoln, Leslie. Coast Salish Canoes. Seattle, WA: The Center
for Wooden Boats, 1991.

Blanchard Junior Knockabout, Hull No. 7 was documented in 2008
for The Center for Wooden Boats. Todd Croteau, HAER Maritime
Program Coordinator, produced the large-format photographs and
the measured drawings with Sam Johnson, Heron Scott, and Kim
Diorio.
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