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John W. Barber. BORN FEBRUARY 2nd. 1798. The portrait is from a Photograph — It
represents the Author with pencil and port-polio in hand in the act of sketching from Nature
— The likeness will be recognized by many in all parts of our Country, who saw him while
on his tour through the Union collecting materials and taking sketches fro the Engravings
in this work.
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OUR WHOLE COUNTRY OR THE PAST AND PRESENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE.

IN TWO VOLUMES, CONTAINING THE GENERAL AND LOCAL HISTORIES AND
DESCRIPTIONS OF EACH OF THE STATES, TERRITORIES, CITIES, AND TOWNS

OF THE UNION; ALSO, BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF DISTINGUISHED PERSONS,
TOGETHER WITH A LARGE AND VARIED COLLECTION OF INTERESTING AND
VALUABLE INFORMATION FOR ALL CLASSES, RELATING TO EVERY PART OF OUR
COUNTRY FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC.

ILLUSTRATED BY SIX HUNDRED ENGRAVINGS; PRESENTING VIEWS OF ALL
THE CITIES AND PRINCIPAL TOWNS—PUBLIC BUILDINGS— BIRTHPLACES AND
SEATS OF EMINENT AMERICANS—PUBLIC MONUMENTS AND THOSE OF THE
ILLUSTRIOUS DEAD—BATTLE-FIELDS—HISTORICAL LOCALITIES—RELICS OF
ANTIQUITY—NATURAL CURIOSITIES, ETC., ALMOST WHOLLY FROM DRAWINGS
TAKEN ON THE SPOT BY THE AUTHORS, THE ENTIRE WORK BEING ON THEIR
PART THE RESULT OF OVER 16,000 MILES OF TRAVEL AND FOUR YEARS OF
LABOR.
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PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

More than four years since, we contracted with Mr. John W. Barber to travel over the
United States, collect materials, and take sketches for a work upon the entire country,
on the original plan, first adopted by him, a quarter of a century since, in the Historical
Collections of Connecticut. The result is, the book you hold.

The task has been faithfully performed, and the work will interest MORE MINDS than
any as yet published upon the favored land, we Americans cherish as our own. The
book appeals alike to State and National pride, and contains a vast and varied amount
of information upon our whole country never before embodied, much of which could only
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have been obtained, as was this, by personal travel, observation and inquiry: and we
state also, at a cost which, if anticipated, would have prevented the commencement of the
enterprise—that is full fifteen thousand dollars before the paper was bought upon which
to print it. We now are glad it has been expended, as we thereby render the publication
more worthy—a HOUSEHOLD BOOK for every American family, attractive to all, and an
heirloom to posterity, to show them their country, ITS PAST AND PRESENT, illustrated
with views of its cities, towns, and objects of interest, as they exist in these our days.

Our part in its preparation has been mainly confined to adding to the original manuscripts
of Mr. Barber, whom we thus introduce to you. He is a plain old gentleman, who began

life with only the solid education Connecticut gives all her sons—born at the close of the
administration of George Washington, in the century that is past—with no especial pride,
except in being a descendant of the Pilgrims, of whom he is a genuine, honest, and most
unmistakable offshoot. His life has been one of untiring and useful industry, chiefly passed
in compiling books, every page of which has been created with a view to benefit the public.
No man living, in the Union, has taken so many views of places in it, as he, in making
drawings for this and his various State works. His books have gratified all classes, the
learned and unlearned, the old and young. A personal anecdote is proper here. On a

time, in the years now gone, we were rattled over the paving stones of Broadway in an
omnibus, and holding the first bound volume of a State work, the result of the joint labor

of Mr. Barber and ourself. An elderly gentleman, in neat, and as we thought, somewhat
humble attire, leaned over to look at our book: then putting an inquiry, which we answered,
he rejoined—"I have Mr. Barber's Connecticut and Massachusetts, and | shall want that.

” A moment later the vehicle stopped and our questioner left us. “Do you know who that
old gentleman is that spoke to you?” asked a fellow passenger, also a stranger. “No sir.”
“That,” added he, “is Chancellor Kent. ”

On an adjacent page is a testimonial from Noah Webster, which hits two points—shows
the penmanship of the celebrated author of the American Dictionary of the English
Language, and presents his opinion of the ability of Mr. Barber to prepare a historical
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work. Both then were townsmen. The venerable, slender form of Webster, in the garb of a
gentleman of the old school, with broad brimmed hat, shading a benignant, scholarly face,
with Quaker-like cut coat, short breeches and buckle shoes, was, at that period, a pleasant
and daily object to be met moving modestly along under the proudly arching elms of New
Haven.

As we have intended this work as an Authentic Record of every important event and date
in American history, we would be thankful, if any error of moment should be discovered,
that notice should be given us, so that in future editions it can be corrected. In conclusion,
we expect, as we have a right to expect, from our countrymen, that the work will be
received in the happy spirit that values what is effected, rather than the miserable one
which demands a completeness unattainable excepting in the ideal. With this simple,
unstilted talk to the reader, upon a purely business matter, we close. H. H. (i)

TESTIMONIAL FROM NOAH WEBSTER, L.L.D.

John W Barber & John Willard are collecting materials & preparing to publish a work
entitles Connecticut Historical Collections, from a knowledge of their man & of the
great labor & expenses which they bestow on this undertaking. | have no hesitation in
commending it to public patronage. It will contain a vast body of interesting facts and
anecdotes, which, without such labor and expenses, must be forever lost.

Noah Webster
New Haven March 7. 1836

The above is a fac-simile of the hand-writing of Dr. Webster, the author of the American
Spelling Book, and the American Dictionary of the English Language, commendatory of
the Connecticut Historical Collections, by John W. Barber, author also of this work. That
publication was the first of a series of State works, prepared in the same manner. This
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work, “Our Whole Country, or the Past and Present of the United States,” is essentially on
the same plan.

THE UNITED STATES IN 1803.
Historical.

The vast region north of lat. 36° 30 and between the valley of the Mississippi and the
Pacific coast was at the date of this map (1803) unknown and unexplored by civilized man.

Descriptive.

In general terms all of the United States west of the 95°th meridian is an almost rainless,
desolate waste, unfitted for agriculture with the exception od a narrow belt of rich lands
in California and north of it a small part of Western Texas and some narrow valleys in the
Rocky Mountains whch are susceptible of irrigation. Mining in the Mountains and cattle
raising on the plains will be the chief industries.

THE UNITED STATES 1861
PREFACE:

History, Biography and Geography, are subjects to which every intelligent being is
attracted, and the more so when they relate to one's own country. These branches of
knowledge enter into the rudiments of our education, and continue to interest us, to a
greater or less extent, throughout the whole period of subsequent life. Books upon them,
to meet the wants of all classes, should be plain, concise, and yet sufficiently full to
present the material points.

The plan of this work is original with us, and was first adopted, some twenty-five years
since, while preparing a publication giving the history, antiquities, etc., of Connecticut.
In that volume, after the outline history of the State was given, each Township was
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particularly described by itself, including everything of importance in its history, antiquities,
and present condition. In like manner, in this work is an outline history of the United States;
then each State and Territory is particularly described by itself, embracing everything

of general interest respecting its history, geography, etc., including an account of the
principal places, their first settlement, with biographical sketches, and facts of a local and
general interest.

Since the Historical Collections of Connecticut was published, several state works have
been issued upon that plan. These are the Historical Collections of Massachusetts,

of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Georgia, Kentucky, and Ohio. The
success and very general commendation of these by the most intelligent minds in their
respective states, has led to the belief that a similar work on the United States would

be received with equal favor by the whole country. For the purpose of collecting the
materials, and making the necessary drawings to illustrate them, we have traveled upward
of sixteen thousand miles. Much has been obtained from original settlers in various parts
of the Union. In revolutionary history interesting details have been given in past days, by
personal conversation with actors and eye-witnesses, of the scenes described, all of which
Is herein embraced.

The primary object of history being a truthful relation of facts, original accounts, as given
by witnesses, and in their own words as far as practicable, in general best answers this
end. A trifling incident, accidentally, as it were, so introduced, which might be considered
beneath the dignity of the historian (v) vi to notice, is often of more value than whole
pages of learned inferences or glowing descriptions. In the prosecution of our object we
have examined every publication we could obtain, and made copious extracts. Numerous
inscriptions from monuments in almost every part of the United States have been copied.
Many of these contain valuable general and local historical information, which for reliability
can not be excelled.

Our whole country; Volume 1 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbtn.1665a



Library of Congress

The drawings for the engravings in this work were, with very few exceptions, taken by

us expressly for it. 1. They were drawn on the spot by the eye in outline, with pencil and
paper, on a large scale. 2. After this, we reduced them in outline on the smaller scale of
the engraving. 3. These outlines were again traced by an artist on the block, and shaded
for the engraver. 4. Engraved. Beside our own work, as above indicated, upon them, it
would have taken one man seven years of labor to have performed this task, provided only
one had been employed. We mention these facts for the benefit of the reader unfamiliar
with book publishing.

Owing to the position of many places, only a partial view could be given. To recognize any
view the reader must be familiar with it from the point whence the drawing was taken. As a
general thing, they have been rendered with that care that any one with the book in hand,
can place himself within a yard or two of the precise spot from whence each was drawn.
In some few instances, however, we have varied our “stand point” a trifle, to introduce
objects that could not otherwise be shown. Care was taken that every engraving should
be truthful; and as the work intends to be one of facts only, fancy sketches and artistic
representations merely have been avoided in the text. Amid such a vast variety of dates,
facts, etc., some errors must occur in spite of every precaution to avoid them, and some
places not as fully noticed as was desirable. The failure in obtaining information, after the
attempt was made, must be the apology.

While other and older nations pride themselves on the past, we in this western world

are proud of what we expect to be. Like the heir apparent of a mighty empire, we claim
respect. Although we have our faults, and our practice, in some instances, is in opposition
to our theories—a common failing of humanity—yet what people have a fairer prospect

of being the first among nations? What names in history are more venerated than that

of Washington and of his co-patriots? What nation, at present, is doing more to extend
the area of civilization and Christianity? What people have effected more, or even so
much, in making discoveries and improvements which will eventuate in the elevation of
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the human race? Notwithstanding some recent unhappy events in our national family, we
believe a more accurate knowledge of each other will finally result, and dissolve mutual
prejudice, thus uniting us in a stronger brotherhood; for the people of the United States are
essentially but one, with one common interest, and as such there awaits them but ONE
FATE and ONE DESTINY.

J. W. B.
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[???]All the engravings original to this work are included in the copyright, and can not be
copied from by other publishers, without an infringement of the law protecting this kind of
property.[??7?]

OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.
VOYAGES, DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS OF THE NORTHMEN.

Some evidence exists that the North-eastern Coast of the United States was visited by
Europeans a few centuries before the discoveries of Columbus. Although not generally
acknowledged as authentic history, yet it is believed by some respectable historians, that a
colony of Norwegians, or Northmen, visited the coast of New England about A.D. 1000.

The original Icelandic accounts of the voyages of discovery, performed by these men,

are still in existence; and have been recently published by the Society of Antiquaries at
Copenhagen.* The following summary of events and conclusions respecting the discovery
and first settlement in this country, is drawn by the authors of that publication.

* Antiquitates American, etc. [Actiquities of America, or Northern writers of things in
America before Columbus.] Hafnise,1837, 4to. pp. 486.

SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES. “E Pluribus Unum” —One Composed of many.
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In the spring of 986 of the Christian Era, Eric the Red, emigrated from Iceland to
Greenland, and there formed a settlement. In 994, 18 Biarne, the son of one of the settlers
who accompanied Eric, returned to Norway, and gave an account of discoveries he had
made southward from Greenland. On his return to Greenland, Lief, the son of Eric, bought
Biarne's ship, and with a crew of thirty-five men, embarked on a voyage of discovery,

A.D. 1000. “After sailing sometime to the south-west, they came to a country covered with
a slaty rock, which, therefore, they called Helluland [Slate-land]. They then proceeded
southerly, until they found a low flat coast, with white sand cliffs, and immediately back
covered with woods, from which they called the country Markland [Wood-land]. From there
they sailed south and west, until they arrived at a promontory which extended to the east
and north, and sailing round it, turned to the west, and sailing westward passed between
an island and the main land, and entering into a bay through which flowed a river, they
concluded to winter at that place.”

Soon after they had built their winter houses, they discovered an abundance of vines,
whence they named the country Vinland [Wineland]. It has been a matter of doubt where
Vinland was located, but the Antiquarian Society, at Copenhagen, after an examination of
all the evidence on the subject, place it at the head of Narraganset Bay in Rhode Island.
Everything in the description of the voyage and country agrees with this location. The
promontory described as extending east and north, corresponds with that of Barnstable
and Cape Cod, and the islands they would pass after turning west would be Nantucket and
Martha's Vineyard.

In A.D. 1002 (two years afterward), Thorwold, the brother of Lief, visited Vinland where he
spent two years, and was finally murdered by the natives. Before his death, he coasted
round the promontory called the north end, now Cape Cod, Kjalarnes [Keel Cape]. He was
killed and buried on a small promontory, reaching south from the main land, on the west
side of the bay, inclosed by the promontory of Kjalarnes , which answers accurately to
Gurnet's Point, a strip of land on the east side of Plymouth harbor. The Norwegians called
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it Krassanes [Cross-land], because the grave of Thorwold had a cross erected at both
ends.

In 1007, three ships sailed from Greenland for Vinland, one under the command

of Thorfinn Karlsefne, a Norwegian of royal descent, and Snorre Thorbrandson, of
distinguished lineage; one other commanded by Biarne Grimalfson and Thorhall
Gamlason; and the third by Thorward and Thorhall. The three ships had one hundred
and 19 sixty men, and carried all sorts of domestic animals for planting and sustaining a
colony. An account of this voyage, and a history of the country is still extant, and forms
one of the documents in the Antiquitates Americance.

These voyagers sailed from Greenland to Helluland, and passing Markland arrived

at Kjalarnes; whence sailing south by the shore of the promontory, which they found

to consist of trackless beaches and long wastes of sand, they called it Furthustandir
[Wonder-strand or Beach]; whether on account of the extensive sandy shore, or from the
mirage and optical illusion so common at Cape Cod it can not be determined. Passing
southerly they sailed by the island discovered by Lief (probably Martha's Vineyard), and
passed thence to Vinland, where they spent the winter.

The bay into which they sailed, they called Hopsvatn , and their residence received the
name of Hop (English, Hope , Indian Haup ), the identical Mount Hope , Rhode Island, so
much celebrated, later, as the residence of King Philip. After various successes, Thorfinn
returned to Greenland, and finally went to Iceland and settled.

“From a comparison of all the remaining accounts of these voyages,” says a recent able
writer, “the geographical, nautical, and astronomical facts contained in them, with the
natural history and geography of this country when first settled by the whites, there can be
but little doubt that Vinland has been correctly located by the learned Society.” Markland is
supposed to be what is now Nova Scotia, and Helluland , Newfoundland and the Coast of
Labrador.
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Of the climate of Vinland the Northmen say, when they were there it was so mild that
cattle would live out-doors during the year, that the snow fell but lightly, and that the grass
continued to be green in some places, nearly all winter. Among the productions were a
kind of wild wheat (maize), a great variety of forest animals, eider ducks in plenty, and the
river they described as having been filled with fish, among which were salmon, halibut, etc.
It is said by the same historians, that the sun rose at half past seven o'clock in the shortest
days, which is the exact time it rises at Mount Hope.

The annexed cut is a view of the celebrated “ Dighton Rock,” as seen from the west side of
Taunton River, in the limits of the present town of Berkeley about eighteen miles east from
Providence, and thirty-seven south from Boston. This “Writing Rock,” as it is sometimes
called, which has caused so much speculation among antiquarians, is of fine grained gray
granite; it stands a few feet above 2 20 low water mark, and is partially covered at every
tide. This rock—designated in the engraving by two figures near it—is on its face about
eleven feet long, and rises from the ground about five feet; the inscriptions are apparently
pecked in: the channels of the letters, or marks, are from one half to three fourths of an
inch in width. Some suppose they were made by the native Indians, but the hard nature of
the rock is such that it would seem difficult to have been cut by any tools which they were
known to have had in use.

Dighton Rock, as seen from Dighton Shore.

The annexed cut shows the shape of the rock with the inscriptions upon it, being a
reduced copy from that taken under the direction of the Rhode Island Historical Society

in 1830, and published in the Antiquitales Americance. It is supposed by some, that these
inscriptions were made by the Northmen, and signify, in Icelandic characters, that Thorfinn
Karlsefne arrived here in A.D. 1007, and took possession of the country: others assign to
them a much earlier origin, and even ascribe them to the Phaenicians. At Newport, Rhode
Island, is a circular
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Inscriptions on Dighton Rock.

21 stone tower, the origin of which is unknown. By some it is supposed to have been
erected by the Northmen: by others as having been the work of the first English settlers.

THE DISCOVERIES OF COLUMBUS.

The fame which Columbus had acquired by his first discoveries on the western
hemisphere, spread through Europe and inspired many with the spirit of enterprise. The
first discovery of Columbus was made in 1492, and on his fourth voyage in 1498, he
discovered the continent at the mouth of the Oronoco, in South America.

THE DISCOVERIES OF CABOT.

In 1497, John Cabot, a Venetian, under the patronage of Henry VII, of England,
commenced a voyage of discovery. He was accompanied by his son Sebastian, and three
hundred men, with two caravals freighted by the merchants of London and Bristol. On the
24th of June they discovered land. Cabot called it Prima Vista , which, in Italian, his native
tongue, signifies, first sight. This is supposed to have been some part of the island of
Newfoundland. A few days afterward they discovered a smaller island, which they named
St. Johns, on account of the discovery being made on the day of John the Baptist. They
continued westerly till they reached the Continent, and then sailed along northerly to the
latitude of sixty-seven and a half degrees. Despairing of finding “a passage to India” in
that quarter, they turned back and sailed along the coast southward to Florida, and then
from thence returned to England. Upon the discoveries made in this voyage, the English
founded their claim to the eastern portion of North America.

THE VOYAGES OF VERRAZZANO AND OTHERS.

In 1524, John Verrazzano, a Florentine in the service of France, sailed to America and
proceeded along the coast from Florida to the fiftieth degree of north latitude. He is
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supposed to have entered the harbor of New York. He made another voyage, from which
he never returned, nor is it known by what disaster he perished. During the next forty
years, frequent voyages were made to the coast of North America. Fishing, and trade with
the natives, appears to have been the principal object.

22
THE DISCOVERIES OF CARTIER.

In the spring of 1534, a fleet was fitted out in France, under the direction of the French
king, with the design to make further discoveries in America. The command of the fleet
was given to James Cartier, who arrived at Newfoundland in May. Thence he sailed
northerly, and on the day of the festival of St. Lawrence, he found himself in the midst of a
broad river, or gulf, which he named St. Lawrence. In this voyage he sailed as far north as
latitude 50°, expecting in vain to find a passage to China. The next year he sailed up the
River St. Lawrence to a great and swift fall. He called the country New France , built a fort
in which he spent the winter, and returned the following spring to France. This was the first
attempt of the French to make a settlement in America.

THE EXPEDITION OF DE SOTO.

In 1539, the Spaniards made an attempt at conquest within the present limits of the United
States. In this year Fernando de Soto, governor of Cuba, sailed from Havana with nine
vessels and nine hundred men besides sailors, two hundred and thirteen horses and a
herd of swine, and landed at Espirito Santo, in Florida. He expected to find mines and
plenty of gold, but was most miserably disappointed. He encountered much opposition
from the natives, and was often deluded by them. He went north, crossed the Alleghany
mountains, and went into the Chickesaw country, where he spent a winter. He then
crossed the Mississippi. After wandering about exposed to many hardships, famine, and
opposition of the natives, he died near the mouth of Red River. The remains of his force
passed down the Mississippi and made the best of their way to Panuco in Mexico, whore
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they arrived in September, 1543. “In this extraordinary expedition of more than four years
duration in the wilderness, and among hostile savages, more than half the men perished.”

THE HUGUENOTS ATTEMPT TO COLONIZE CAROLINA.

In 1562, during the civil war between the Protestant and Catholic parties in France,
Admiral Coligny formed a project for carrying a colony of Protestants to America, where
they might enjoy religious freedom. Having obtained permission of the French king, who
was desirous of getting rid of his Huguenots or Protestant subjects, he fitted out two ships
under the command of John Ribault, who landed 23 at a place supposed to be within the
limits of South Carolina, built a fort, garrisoned it with twenty men, and returned to France.
The company left by Ribault, mutinied soon after he left, and killed their captain for his
severity. Reduced at length, they, by extraordinary efforts, built and rigged out a vessel,
and “embarking their artillery, their forge, and other munitions of war, and as mill as they
could gather,” put to sea. When they had been out several weeks, their provisions being
exhausted, they were obliged to kill and eat one of their number, who offered himself as
a victim to appease their hunger. A few days afterward they were taken up by an English
vessel, and carried to England.

SETTLEMENT OF ST. AUGUSTINE BY SPANIARDS.

In 1564, Laudoniere, another Frenchman, carried a colony to the River of May, in Florida,
where, in honor of Charles the French king, he erected a fortification, which he called Fort
Caroline. In 1565, Ribault, who was sent to supersede Laudoniere, arrived in Florida with
seven vessels—took all the best of the men at Fort Caroline for an expedition against the
Spaniards, and left Laudoniere in charge of the fort without adequate means of defense.
At this time Melendez, in the service of Philip Il, of Spain, was on his way to Florida with
a fleet and army, for the purpose of driving out the Huguenots from Florida, and to settle
it with good Catholics. Arriving in Florida, he massacred Ribault and all the company,
excepting Laudoniere and a few others who escaped to France. Melendez now built

Our whole country; Volume 1 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbtn.1665a



Library of Congress

three forts on the river of May, and strongly garrisoned them with Spanish soldiers. He
also proceeded to the south, and discovered the harbor of St. Augustine, and laid the
foundations of the city of that name, the oldest by more than forty years of any within the
limits of the United States, east of the Mississippi river.

In 1568, Chevalier Gourgues, of Gascony, in France, hearing of the massacre of his
countrymen in Florida, determined to avenge their death He, accordingly, at his own
expense, fitted out three frigates with one hundred and fifty soldiers and volunteers, and
eighty chosen mariners and sailed to Florida. Although the Spaniards were four hundred
in number in the three forts on the River of May, Gourgues succeeded in destroying

the fortifications, and in killing most of the Spaniards. Not being in a situation to keep
possession, the French returned to France.

24
FIRST ATTEMPT OF THE ENGLISH TO FOUND A COLONY IN AMERICA.

The first attempt at colonization in America, by the English, was made by Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, in 1579, under the patronage of Queen Elizabeth. After he had put to sea

on his first voyage, he was obliged to return. In the second, he reached St. Johns in
Newfoundland, where he took possession of the country for his sovereign, by raising

a pillar inscribed with the British arms. He also took measures to secure to the English
the fisheries on the banks which have since proved so valuable. From thence he sailed
south-westerly to the latitude of the mouth of the Kennebec. There the largest of his
three vessels struck, and all her crew perished. Gilbert then set his face toward England,
personally, in the smallest of his remaining vessels, a barge of only ten tuns; for he ever
generously refused to put any man to a peril he was himself unwilling to share. The
passage was stormy, but his noble and pious mind undoubtedly found comfort in the
reflection he uttered to his companions in a time of danger. “We are as near heaven at
sea as on land.” During the night the lights of his little bark suddenly vanished, and he was
heard of no more.
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THE ENGLISH ATTEMPT TO FOUND A COLONY IN CAROLINA.

In 1584, Queen Elizabeth by patent granted to Sir Walter Raleigh authority to discover,
occupy and govern “remote, heathen, and barbarous countries” not previously possessed
by any Christian prince or people. Under this commission, two ships commanded by
Amidas and Barlow sailed for America, where they arrived in July, 1584. They landed at
Roanoke, took possession of the country for the crown of England, and in honor of the
virgin queen, named it Virginia. On their return they gave such a flattering account of their
discoveries, that Sir Richard Grenville was sent the next year to begin a settlement.

The adventurers under Grenville, to the number of one hundred and seven, fixed their
residence on the island of Roanoke, on the coast of what is now North Carolina, where
they were left in charge of Mr. Lane. These persons rambled into the country, without due
caution, or provoked the Indians by their lawless conduct, so that many were cut off by
them; while others perished from want. The survivors were taken to England by Sir Francis
Drake, after his successful expedition against the Spaniards.

25

Within a fortnight after the first colony had left Roanoke, Sir Richard Grenville arrived

with provisions and an additional number of settlers. Not finding the former colony, he left
fifteen of his crew to retain possession of the island, and returned to England. In 1587, Sir
Walter Raleigh equipped three vessels, and sent another company of one hundred and
fifty adventurers to Virginia. He constituted John White governor, who, remaining about
one month, returned to England to solicit supplies for the colony. Before he departed, his
daughter, Mrs. Dare, gave birth to a female infant, the first child of English parents born in
America. The infant was baptized by the name of Virginia. Owing to the war with Spain, no
supplies were sent to the colony for three years. In 1590, when Governor White returned,
no Englishmen were to be found, and it was evident that they had perished through want,
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or had been killed by the savages. The last adventurers, therefore, returned, and all further
attempts to establish a colony in Virginia were postponed.

VOYAGE OF GOSNOLD TO THE NEW ENGLAND COAST.

The successive misfortunes withdrew for several years the attention of the English from
this distant country. In 1602, Bartholomew Gosnold made a voyage to America. Instead
of taking the circuitous but usual route by the West India Islands, he steered directly west
from England, shortening the voyage about one third, and arrived in May on the coast of
Massachusetts. Taking a large number of codfish, near a cape which extended far into
the sea, he gave to it the name of Cape Cod. Proceeding southerly, he passed Gay Head,
entered Buzzard's Bay, and upon an island he erected a small fort; then, after trading with
the Indians, he returned home.

FORMATION OF THE LONDON AND PLYMOUTH COMPANIES.

The report of this voyage revived the spirit of adventure. In 1603, and 1605, two
voyages were made—Penobscot and Massachusetts, and the rivers between them were
discovered. An extensive scheme of colonization was adopted, of which Mr. Richard
Hakluyt was the most active promoter. An association was formed for the purpose of
sending colonies to America. Upon application to King James, he, by letters patent, in
1606, divided the country of Virginia, extending from South Carolina to the northern
boundary of Maine, into two districts, and constituted two companies for planting colonies
within them. 26 The southern district, called South Virginia, was granted to Sir Thomas
Gates and his associates, mostly residents of London, and, therefore, styled the London
Company. The northern section, called North Virginia , was granted to Thomas Hanham
and his associates, who were styled the Plymouth Company. The members of these
companies were principally merchants, whose objects were the extension of commerce
and the discovery of the precious metals.
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SETTLEMENT OF JAMESTOWN BY THE ENGLISH.

By a second charter, in 1609, King James incorporated the London Company with full
powers of government in America. A council was appointed resident in England, with
powers to appoint the governor and other officers of the Virginia Company. Under the first
patent the London Company sent Capt. Newport to Virginia, who arrived there in April,
1607. Entering Chesapeake Bay, he gave name to Cape Henry, sailed into James River,
and began a plantation, called Jamestown, in which he left one hundred and four persons,
and returned to England. The next year he carried one hundred and twenty persons to join
the colony, with supplies of provisions.

In 1609, Sir George Somers and Sir Thomas Gates, with a number of ships and five
hundred adventurers, consisting of men, women and children, sailed for Virginia. On
their voyage they were overtaken by a storm, by which one of their ships was cast on
one of the uninhabited islands of Bermuda: the passengers and crew remained there for
several months. With such materials as they had saved from their ship, they built a small
pinnace, and then sailed for Virginia. Finding the colony reduced by sickness and want,
they resolved to abandon the country, and actually sailed for England. But the next day,
meeting with Lord Delaware with fresh supplies, they all returned and prosecuted the
planting of the colony. In 1611, Sir Thomas Dale arrived with three hundred additional
settlers, and the colony was firmly established.

THE DUTCH FOUND THE COLONY OF NEW NETHERLANDS.

In 1607, Henry Hudson, an Englishman, in the Dutch service, sailed in quest of a North-
west Passage and penetrated as far north as to the 80th degree of latitude. From him were
named the strait and bay at the north of Labrador. He made a second voyage the next
year, and sailed along the coast southward, and discovered the river which 27 bears his
name. The Dutch East India Company then obtained a patent for an exclusive trade on

the River Hudson. In pursuance of which, a number of trading adventurers built a fort and
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trading-house on the spot where Albany now stands, which they called Fort Orange. At
the same period another fort and trading-house was established on the south-west point
of Manhattan Island, which they named New Amsterdam: the whole colony received the
name of New Netherlands.

ORIGIN OF THE NAME, NEW ENGLAND, AND FIRST ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT BY
THE ENGLISH.

In 1614, Capt. John Smith, so distinguished in the history of Virginia, was sent with two
ships from England to North Virginia, with instructions to remain in the country, and to
keep possession. In April he reached the Island of Monahigon, in latitude 43° 4#. After
building seven boats, he, in one of them, with eight men, ranged the coast east and west
from Penobscot to Cape Cod, and bartered with the natives for beaver and other furs. By
this voyage he made a profit of nearly fifteen hundred pounds. On his return to England,
he drew a map of the country from the observations he had made, and presented it to
King Charles, who was so well pleased with it that he directed that it should be called New
England.

Captain Smith left one of his vessels under the command of Captain Hunt, with orders
to complete her lading on the coast, and then proceed to Malaga, in Spain. Hunt, under
the pretense of trade, enticed upward of twenty of the natives on board of his ship, put
them under hatches, and carried them to Spain, where he sold them as slaves. This
perfidious act disposed the natives in that part of the country to revenge the injury on
the countrymen of the offender; and the English were obliged to suspend their trade and
projected settlements.

ORIGIN OF THE PURITANS.

About the period of the first English settlement in America, a respectable body of
Protestants, in England, were dissatisfied with the religious state of things in that country:
Queen Elizabeth took violent and arbitrary measures to enforce uniformity in church
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discipline and ceremonies. Many of her subjects, though professing the same doctrines

as those held by the established church of England, were averse to observing all its rites
and services: some of these they deemed were too much like those used by the Catholics,
which they believed were 28 unscriptural. For their zeal in preserving purity of worship they
received the name of Puritans.

THE PURITANS EMBARK FOR AMERICA.

Many of the Puritans, in consequence of the persecutions they endured, were obliged to
leave their native country. Of this number were John Robinson and his congregation, who
left England in 1608, took up their residence in Amsterdam, and the next year removed
to Leyden, in Holland. Finding that country unfavorable for the religious education of their
children, they resolved to emigrate to America, where they could lay the foundations of a
Christian commonwealth.

In 1620, a part of Mr. Robinson's congregation purchased a small ship, and hired another
in England, called the Mayflower; they sailed on the 5th of August from Southampton for
America; but on account of the leakiness of the small ship, they were twice obliged to
return. Abandoning that ship as unfit for service, all the passengers were crowded into

the Mayflower, which sailed from Plymouth on the 6th of September, and on November
9th they discovered the land of Cape Cod. Perceiving that they had been carried to the
north of their destination, they stood to the southward, but falling among shoals, they were
induced to return to the cape, and anchored in the harbor. Before landing they formed
themselves into a “body politic,” and chose Mr. John Carver their governor for one year.
The following is a copy of this contract, with the names of the signers:

“In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are under written, the loyal subjects of
our dread sovereign Lord King James, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France
and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, etc., having undertaken, for the glory of God and
advancement of the Christian faith and honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant
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the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia, do, by these presents, solemnly and
mutually, in the presence of God and of one another, covenant and combine ourselves
together into a civil body politic, for our better ordering and preservation, and furtherance
of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame such just and
equal laws and ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall

be thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the colony, unto which

we promise all due subjection and obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunto
subscribed our names, at Cape Cod, the 11th day of November, in the year of the reign
of our sovereign Lord King James of England, France and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of
Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini 1620.”

This compact was subscribed in the following order by: 29

No. in Family.

Mr. John Carver,t 8

Mr. William Bradford,t 2
Mr. Edward Winslow,t 5
Mr. William Brewster,T 6
Mr. Isaac Allerton,t 6
Capt. Miles Standish,T 2
John Alden, 1

Mr. Samuel Fuller, 2

*Mr. Christopher Martin,t 4
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*Mr. William Mullins, T 5

*Mr. William White, T 5

(Besides a son born in Cape Cod harbor, and named Peregrine).
Mr. Richard Warren, 1

John Howland, (of Carver's family).
Mr. Stephen Hopkins,t 8

*Edward Tilly,T 4

*John Tilly,T 3

Francis Cook, 2

*Thomas Rogers, 2

*Thomas Tinker,T 3

*John Ridgdale,t 2

*Edward Fuller,t 3

*John Turner, 3

Francis Eaton,t 3

*James Chilton,T 3

*John Crackston, 2
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John Billington,T 4
*Moses Fletcher, 1
*John Goodman, 1
*Degory Priest, 1
*Thomas Williams, 1
Gilbert Winslow, 1
*Edward Margeson, 1
Peter Brown, 1
*Richard Britterige, 1
George Soule, (of Edward Winslow's family).
*Richard Clarke, 1
Richard Gardiner, 1
*John Allerton, 1
*Thomas English, 1

Edward Dotey, Edward Leicester (both of Stephen Hopkins' family).

T Those with this mark brought their wives.

* Those who died before the end of the next March are distinguished by an asterisk.
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This brief, and comprehensive, and simple instrument established a most important
principle, a principle which is the foundation of all the democratic institutions of America,
and is the basis of the republic; and, however it may be expanded and complicated in

our various constitutions, however unequally power may be distributed in the different
branches of our various governments, has imparted to each its strongest and most striking
characteristic.

Many philosophers have since appeared, who have, in labored treatises, endeavored to
prove the doctrine, that the rights of man are inalienable, and nations have bled to defend
and enforce them, yet in this dark age, the age of despotism and superstition, when no
tongue dared to assert, and no pen to write, this bold and novel doctrine, which was then
as much at defiance with common opinion as with actual power, of which the monarch was
then held to be the sole fountain, and the theory was universal that all popular rights were
granted by the crown—in this remote wilderness, among a small and unknown band of
wandering outcasts, the principle that the will of the majority of the people shall govern,
was first conceived, and was first practically exemplified.

The pilgrims, from their notions of primitive Christianity, the force of circumstances, and
that pure moral feeling which is the offspring of true religion, discovered a truth in the
science of government which had been concealed for ages. On the bleak shore of a
barren wilderness, in the midst of desolation, with the blast of winter howling around them,
and surrounded with dangers in their most awful and appalling forms, the pilgrims of
Leyden laid the foundation of American liberty.— Baylies, vol. i, p. 29.

THE PURITANS FOUND A COLONY AT PLYMOUTH.

When the Puritan colony arrived on the coast of Massachusetts the weather was wintry,
and they were undetermined on a spot for their settlements. Parties were dispatched to
explore the country, which, after great suffering from cold, rain and snow, found a harbor.
There 30 they landed on the 22d of December, 1620, and named the place Plymouth, from
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the name of the last town they had left in England. The anniversary of their landing is still
celebrated by the descendants of the pilgrim fathers , as a festival, in several prominent
places in this country.

GRANT OF PATENT OF NEW ENGLAND TO THE DUKE OF LENOX.

The same month that the Plymouth settlers arrived in America, King James granted

a patent to the Duke of Lenox and others, incorporating with the style of the “Council
established at Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting and governing of New
England in America.” The limits of the grants to them were, “from forty to forty-eight
degrees of latitude, throughout the main lands from sea to sea,” with the isles adjoining,
provided they were not occupied by any other Christian prince or state, and on the
condition of paying to the crown a fifth of the gold and silver ore they should find and mine.
By this patent, the territory granted, which had before been called NORTH VIRGINIA,
received by royal authority the name of NEW ENGLAND; from this instrument were
derived all the subsequent grants made of the several parts of the territory.

VARIOUS GRANTS OF LAND.

In 1621, the Council of Plymouth granted to John Mason all the land from Salem to the
Merrimac, extending inward to the heads of the rivers. This district was called Mariana.

In 1622, the council assigned another grant to Gorges and Mason jointly, all the lands
between the Merrimac and Sagadahoc, extending westward to the rivers of Canada, which
district was called Laconia. In 1628, the Plymouth Company granted to Sir Henry Rosewell
and others all the lands lying between a line three miles north of the Merrimac, and a

line three miles south of every part of Charles River, and of the Bay of Massachusetts
throughout the main lands “from the Atlantic to the South Sea.” They also obtained a
charter from the crown of England, by which the company was erected into a corporation,
with ample powers of government. Massachusetts was settled under this charter.
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In 1630, the council for planting New England, granted to Governor Bradford of Plymouth,
and his associates, a patent of a tract of land extending from a rivulet called Cohasset, to
Narraganset River, and westward to a country called Paconokit; and also a tract of fifteen
31 miles on each side of the Kennebec, with full powers of colonial government.

In 1631, the Earl of Warwick, one of the Plymouth company, granted to Lord Say, and
Seal and others, a patent of the territory in New England extending westward of the River
Narraganset forty leagues, in a straight line near the sea shore, and all the lands of and
within that breadth to the South Sea.

The shores of that part of America, extending from the River Pascatagua to the Bay of
Fundy, had been discovered by many of the first voyagers, both English and French. The
grant of the French king to De Monts, in 1603, covered the lands from the fortieth to the
forty-sixth degree of latitude, and of course included Maine; but the French settlements
were north and east of this district. In 1639, Sir Fernando Gorges obtained a grant by
royal patent of all the lands between Pascatagua and Newichawanoc on the south and
west, and Sagadahoc and Kennebec on the east, extending one hundred and twenty
leagues north-westward into the country, with the isles adjacent, and Martha's Vineyard.
This charter gave that territory the title of the “Province of Maine,” by which it was known
afterward.

GRANT TO LORD BALTIMORE.

In 1632, Charles | granted to Cecilius Cecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore, in Ireland, the
lands in America between Watkins' Point in the Chesapeake, and a line under the fortieth
degree of latitude on the Delaware, on the north; which north line was extended to the
highest source of the Potomac, and thence by that river to its mouth, and across the bay to
Watkins'—to be held by him and his heirs in fee simple. This tract, named Maryland, was
settled at first by Catholics from Ireland.
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SETTLEMENTS ON THE DELAWARE.

It is difficult to ascertain the exact date of the first plantations on the Delaware. The
Dutch and Swedes began settlements there within a few years after the Dutch West
India Company obtained a grant 