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Q: Could you tell me when and where you were born and something about your family?

EVANS: | was born in Philadelphia in 1936. My family is an old Philadelphia family, some
of them having come over on the second voyage of William Penn in 1684. | have always
been very proud of coming from Philadelphia. | still keep my legal residence there. But |
also decided in high school that | didn't want to stay in Philadelphia. My family pressure
was to be a Philadelphia lawyer, go to the University of Pennsylvania. | was proud of
being from Philadelphia, but I didn't want to stay in Philadelphia. | decided | wanted to be
a diplomat and work in foreign affairs and the diplomatic service, around when | was in the
10th grade.

Q: Tell me a bit about your family, your parents. What were they like?

EVANS: My mother and father were both artists. Both went to one of the Philadelphia
design schools and we were from a very good family. My father was not tremendously
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wealthy, but my mother was particularly interested in my education. She saw to it that

| went to a private school The Germantown Friends School, where | was for 13 years,

and began as a kindergartner. My maternal grandfather was a very important figure in

my life. He retired as a Vice President of the Pennsylvania Railroad. From him | learned
most of the things a young man would learn about the real world and the business world,
and the love to travel because he traveled a lot for the railroad. This is before the trucking
business came into being. So, railroads and shipping were the major forms of commerce,
both national and international. He was the international head of that. He opened up and
developed a port in Poland, for example, and had many interesting stories dealing with the
Nazis in the 1930s. He was one of the first people who signaled to the White House that
World War Il was coming. So, | was very much influenced by him. | was fortunate enough
to have another grandfather who was an educator. My father's father, was an educator for
one of the major high schools in Philadelphia, Central High School. | learned a lot about
nature from him and the love of education. | feel very blessed to have the family that | did.
My father, unfortunately, died when | was 22. | was only a child. That is it in a nutshell.

Q: What field of art was your father and mother in?

EVANS: My father was in advertising. As an art executive, he worked for, and was at one
time also the President of the Art Director's Association in Philadelphia. He and my mother
moved in a pretty elevated artistic and cultural scene in Philadelphia. While | was growing
up, there were a lot of parties and exhibitions. Their friends were all professionals, either
other artists or doctors. Some people grow up with investment bankers, businessmen.

My immediate family's friends were all professionals, and most, as | say, in the arts or the
medical field.

Q: What about college?

EVANS: | went to Harvard. Our class of 1964 at Germantown Friends, was, | must say,
In retrospect, a very solid class. We sent five students, of course at that time, they were
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all men, to Harvard. | was one of those five. | had considered Haverford, as well, but my
best friend persuaded me to apply to Harvard. | did, without even telling my parents. | got
accepted and they were quite thrilled and pleased when that happened. That was one of
the most important events. You know, there are seminal events along one's road of life,
and certainly for me, going to Harvard was a tremendously seminal event. If | had gone to
Haverford, things would have probably been a lot different.

Q: You said that in about the 10th grade diplomacy struck you. Is there any particular
reason for that?

EVANS: Well, let me also mention two factors that are relevant to my whole career story,
if | may. One was the sense of service. Although, I, myself, was not a Quaker, | was
nevertheless very influenced by the Quaker commitment to public service. | think that
combined with my love of languages. | was a Latin scholar throughout high school and,
indeed, when | first went to college. | was initially going to major in Latin until | decided to
go for Russian. So it was my love of languages, my grandfather's influence, particularly of
all his travel. | had seen all the pictures, letters, and stories of his travel. That combined
with the school's sense of public service, all coalesced into a feeling that, | really didn't
want to spend my whole life in Philadelphia.

A complicating factor, though, was a very fierceless streak of independence that began in
school and continued and influenced the rest of my career in government. For instance,

| started a newspaper in the ninth grade, called The Rebel, which immediately ran into
censorship problems. A copy was confiscated because | dared to criticize one of the
teachers in one of the editorials. Then, a special member of the faculty was assigned

to proofread and pass on each issue of The Rebel that we put out and sold. It actually
made a small profit. This was in ninth grade. Although, | respected the Quaker approach
to life, | also was impatient with what | considered some hypocritical aspects of it. So, |
inevitably got into trouble. Although | graduated academically at the top of my class, was
a member of the Cum Laude Society, and editor of the year book, and was in the student
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council, I nevertheless, constantly ran into trouble with the authorities. | even had a special
committee to see what was going on. | was in so much trouble that in my senior year,
when | told my college career advisor that | wanted to go into the State Department, he
said, “Oh my God, don't even think of it. You are too much of an individual. You will get
thrown out as soon as you get in, or else you will want to leave. The Government is not
for you.” | said, “Well, this is what | intend to do.” He sort of shrugged his shoulders. | was
taken aback by his feelings. But, I've never forgotten his analysis because this duality of
commitment to public service and while being fiercely independent, has continued right
through, and influenced and affected my whole career in the State Department.

Q: At Harvard, what did you major in?

EVANS: | thought | would be majoring in Latin. | started off very heavily in Latin, and

then in my sophomore year, or just as | was choosing courses for my sophomore year, |
realized | didn't want to be a Latin teacher in a boys' school. There didn't seem to be any
other purpose in studying Latin. So | chose Russian. Now, this was before Sputnik, this
was in 1955, and Russian was sort of an esoteric subject, the way Swabhili would be now.
Well Russian isn't anything esoteric now. But, at that time, there were, maybe, 20 students
in beginning Russian. When | began in my sophomore year we had mixed classes from
Harvard and Radcliffe. Twenty students - it was a small group, an esoteric group of diverse
backgrounds. | wanted to specialize in languages and it seemed that Russian would be the
language of the future.

Q: | can't remember the term, but that both use endings to tell how you are going to a
place or that sort of thing.

EVANS: Absolutely. It is a very complex language, the complexity of Latin helped me and
| felt comfortable with it. | chose Russian both, because | wanted to major in language and
because | thought that Russian was going to be much more useful to me than Latin.
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Q: Can you talk a little about Harvard and those days, what you were getting? You were
pure out of Philadelphia, this is sort of a different world, can you talk about the international
outlook of Harvard, and sort of the spirit of Harvard vis a vis the world, at that time, or as
an undergrad?

EVANS: Well, you are right. Coming from a Quaker school in Philadelphia, Harvard, all

of a sudden, was an immense opening to other influences and foreign students. The Aga
Khan was in my class. | was briefly in the hospital and my next bedmate was the son of
the President of Pakistan. | was exposed to Russians that | had never even thought about,
let alone met. This was in 1955, only 10 years after the war. | took a double course in
Russian and out of my four courses, two were Russian language. We would meet one-on-
one with White Russian leaders who had come over as language instructors.

Q: We are not talking about Belarus, we are talking about politically, the Whites and the
Reds of the civil war who came back?

EVANS: Suddenly the whole Russian Revolution period, at the turn of the century, came
into focus for me. | had never studied European history and world history was more
commonly focused in schools on World War Il. In my area of Russian studies, some of
the professors were in the Kerensky government. Mikhail Karpovich was a person who
actually was there at the time of the Revolution. He was a wonderful lecturer. This is
obviously Harvard's breadth.

| soon became aware of the Russian Research Center at Harvard which was engaged, at
that time, in a sociological approach to Soviet studies, interviewing refugees and survivors,
mostly from the Smolenskaya area, and compiling sociological books. Merle Fainsod

was one of the big authorities at that time. The books were being written about why they
act like Russians, and how the Soviet system works. One of my early teacher's lectures
was speaking of Kerensky and my tutor was Richard Pipes, who ended up being Ronald
Reagan's Russian expert on the National Security Council. In the early 1950s, | was
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present at the beginning of this whole focus by Sovietologists on what makes the Soviet
Union tick.

Q: What was your impression at that time of the Soviets? Was this an implacable foe or
were they human beings behind the threat . . . | mean this was at the height of the Cold
War, but Harvard is Harvard, and | was wondering whether you were getting something
out of it?

EVANS: Well, it was a dual thing. In 1956, Khrushchev made his famous speech revealing
the Stalin crimes to the 20th Party Congress, and this was a big deal. | had just started
studying Russian the year before, so | was present at that point, and involved. But, |

was very much drawn to the Slovak people, always have been, and continue to be in my
business and our friends. We just went to a major Russian ball at the Russian Embassy
last night. | was thinking about everything that has transpired over the years. The Soviet
Communist system was something | dedicated my life to helping to overthrow, | feel that |
had a role in doing that, rather directly.

Yet, | really liked and respected the Russians. | admired their humanity, their sense

of culture, their cultural achievements in literature. | majored in Russian History and
Literature. | was thrilled with the depth and sensitivity of Russian literature, poetry, drama,
and music, which | played endlessly at the time. So, here we were with the political enemy,
the truly evil communist system. Yet, they were wonderful people who were dominated by
that system. That was my feeling about Russia at the time.

Q: You graduated when, 19?
EVANS: From Harvard?
Q: Yes.

EVANS: The class of 1958.
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Q: When you were in prep school, you already had thought about the diplomatic service.
Were you getting anything out of Harvard about that?

EVANS: Yes. There was great interest in the government and most people in my group,
which grew rapidly, after Sputnik. As | say, we started with 20 people, and the next year
there were 200, and it grew rapidly.

Q: You might explain to someone who won't know what you mean when you say “after
Sputnik.”

EVANS: The Russian launch of Sputnik, their first space launch, | guess was in 1957,
suddenly focused the American public mind, and the government's mind, on the Soviet's
technical ability to do something like that. That created a tremendous interest and concern
about Russian studies. All of a sudden, it brought a lot of funding. That was one of the
iImmediate impacts that we saw as students. A university like Harvard, which was, along
with Columbia, one of the two leading centers for Soviet studies, received a lot of grants,
both from the government and from the Ford foundation. There were foundations that
thought suddenly, “My God, we better train our young people in the Russian language, in
Russian affairs, in Soviet affairs” to counteract this technological feat and deal with this
emerging power, which is now not just killing its people at home, but could also threaten us
abroad. Sputnik focused everyone's mind on that.

Q: You were saying, you had a connection to diplomacy, and how things were speeding up
and growing at Harvard. Did that leave you more connections towards getting a diplomatic
career?

EVANS: Yes, | was never in any doubt. | was very focused in my Russian studies group
because all of my courses were special courses. This was amazing. Harvard has a
program of the history and literature, which is one of their best, that was hard enough to
get into, and then once you got in, you focused on either American or West European, or
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Eastern, or African, or whatever. | had an Armenian friend whose insights about another
culture's thinking had a major effect on me. We wanted to specialize in Russian history
and literature. There was no program for that. So, we lobbied, and a special Russian
history and literature program was developed for the two of us, with our own teachers, our
own course structure. It was extraordinary. So, my student life, curriculum and social life,
basically was intensely dominated by this whole Russian, Soviet complex of courses and
associations, and activities. | was always focused on going into government. | believed

| wanted to go into the diplomatic service, but, | was soon tempted by offers from other
agencies. As we all were approached, others of my colleagues knew they were going into
the academic world and looked forward to getting a Ph.D. There were some who were
thinking of business. But, my focus always was on government service, and hopefully the
diplomatic service.

Q: Were you able to run across anybody who had been in the Foreign Service, to get an
idea of how to prepare yourself?

EVANS: The sister of a very good high school friend of mine married Teddy Briggs, who
Is the son of Ambassador Ellis Briggs. | read his book, Shots Heard Round the World, and
that was one direct influence. There was nobody in my immediate circle. Well, one of my
friends was the grandson of Joseph Grew, the Ambassador to Japan. Everything from

the people that | did know, confirmed my feeling that this was an exciting, important, and
distinguished career to aspire to.

Q: You graduated in 1958, what came next?

EVANS: | had a major medical problem when | was in college, all of my sophomore
year. It took up a whole semester because | was in the hospital for about three months,
with internal hemorrhage of eventually unknown origin. The best doctors simply shook
their heads and didn't know what it was. But, eventually, it stopped. The result was |
lost a semester. This medical problem is important as we get into the Foreign Service
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application procedure. So, | actually did not graduate with my class in the summer of 1958.
| graduated the semester behind. But what | worked out, was, that | wanted to go on and
get my master's degree from the Harvard Russian Research Center, which was a two year
program, which would have meant that | would have graduated in 1960. | said, “Well, since
| have taken most of the courses as an undergraduate, why don't I do that in a year and a
half, instead of two years?” They said that was fine.

Then, | decided that | actually wanted to go abroad. There was a great interest at that time
In getting a scholarship to go abroad. Some of my colleagues were getting scholarships

to go to Moscow. | had taken another seminal event trip in the summer of 1957, to Europe
for three months. A high school classmate, college roommate and | went to Europe,
something | am very proud of, on a budget of something like $400. We worked our way
over on a Greek freighter. We took a train from Holland, where the Greek freighter docked,
to Torino, Italy where we bought these Vespa motor scooters. We drove to Spain, and
then drove all along the Mediterranean through Italy, crossed on a small ship to Greece,
drove around Greece, drove into Istanbul. There was no road at all. It was just purely dirt
at that time. We drove up through Yugoslavia, and for some unknown reason | fell in love
with the country. | had started Russian two years before this, but | had not studied Serbo-
Croatian. | had many interesting experiences there, including almost being shot by some
Yugoslavian guards, who thought | was Russian because | spoke Russian. Not being able
to speak Serbo-Croatian, | thought they would understand. They did not. They were most
upset about that.

But, anyway, | got this idea that when the time came, as | was transitioning into my
master's program, perhaps, | was thinking about Yugoslavia. One of my professors was
Professor of Balkan languages, Serbo-Croatian and Bulgarian, Albert Bates Lord, who
Is a major authority. He said that he could find a scholarship for me to Yugoslavia. This
was in the spring of 1959. | said, “Great.” This was as | was finishing that extra semester
of my college, | guess. So, he did manage for me to do this. | was the second official
American scholarship receiver after World War Il to Yugoslavia. This was a scholarship
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from the Yugoslavian government from the Commission on Cultural Relations With
Foreign Countries.

Q: University of Belgrade?

EVANS: The University of Belgrade Law School. The first holder of it was someone who
eventually became a Foreign Service Officer, Jerry Livingston, and | was the second
holder.

| was there from 1959 until 1960, a full academic year of nine or ten months. Again, a very
seminal event in my life. | arrived not knowing a word of spoken Serbo-Croatian although |
knew the written language. | have, from that time, been deeply involved with Yugoslavia.

It was very clear that nobody, except for a few people, and even those were opportunists,
believed in communism whereas in the Soviet system you had people who really believed
in it. My take was that going to communism was an expedient way of being in power.

So, being a student, and yet, as an American, enjoying a lot of privilege, | met a lot of
Yugoslavs from all walks of life, business people, some government people, through my
professor, who was Jovan Djordjevic. He was one of the major legal authorities and the
father of the Yugoslav Constitution, which is based on the United States Constitution.

| was at the law school, so that was the major impression. The other was, these were
extremely, to me, fascinating people. | picked up the language very quickly. | was also
flattered that | was often taken for a Yugoslav by Serbs; definitely not an American. |
came back with my Vespa that | had bought two years ago in Torino and shipped back to
America. | re-shipped it back to Europe and drove from the Adriatic Coast into Belgrade,
right through Bosnia. | kept my Pennsylvania license plate on, drove around and was a
reasonably well known figure.

It was a tough society, but again, it was 14 years after the War. The stories of the war-
time massacre, the hatred that the Serbs had. Being in Belgrade, of course, | was primarily
under the Serbian influence. | was more or less adopted by a family. | went to this Serbian
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family for Sunday dinner every week and was given various Serbian delicacies and a hot
shower. | listened to their war stories, and their denunciation of Churchill and the Allies.

| realized at that time that there were three major hatreds of the world that would not go
away: the Serb-Croatian one, the Irish-British one, and the Israel-Palestinian one. | think
maybe there are others in the world. But certainly in my area of interest, those three stood
out.

But, all in all, I liked the Serbs very much and they were staunch friends of America.

As you know, the Serbs did not ally themselves in any way, with the Germans, which |
respected, Unlike the Croats, or the Hungarians, or practically everyone around them,

the Serbs fought to the death rather than ally themselves with the Germans. The Serbian
hatred of the Germans was something that | learned. | had a Serbian roommate and a
Serbian girlfriend. | spoke Serbo-Croatian 18 hours a day. | lived it for a whole year, | lived
it, | ate it, | slept with it, | mixed with it. But, | was also struck by the tremendous cruelty
and barbaric aspects of the Serbian character which | have thought about very often in
the last few years. But, as far as Communism goes, Communism was simply an overlay,
which was a necessity to keep the country together, to keep the Serbs and Croats from
slaughtering each other after the war. As you well know, the Serbs and the Croats each
killed more of themselves than the Germans did during the war. The civil war that we have
recently seen in Yugoslavia, the former Yugoslavia, goes way back.

My thesis was on the system of local self-government, which had just been introduced at
the communal level. The commune was the lowest entity of government and then went

up to the federal level. But, the basic governmental structure was the commune. The
commune could be a village, or it could be a district of a city, or it could be a large factory.
My thesis, which | turned into my master's thesis when | got back to Harvard, was an
examination of the Yugoslav communal system of local self-government. In Yugoslavia,
was the actual name of it. It was quite a good piece. | researched it by going to all the
types of communes that made up local government. | took a factory. | took a school. | took
a district in the city. | took a rural village, etc., and interviewed officials and residents. |
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went to elections, studied how the elections were rigged, the whole thing, and wrote what |
thought was a quite good master's thesis based on that.

Q: Did you find yourself under pressure or surveillance by the UTBA, the DP, the Secret
Police, and all? Was this apparent?

EVANS: | am glad you asked that because before | left to go take up this scholarship,

| talked with one of the Harvard professors, Robert Wolff, who is a leading authority on
the Balkans. He has written a seminal book called, The Balkans in Our Time. He was in
the OSS and was parachuted behind the lines, and so forth. He told me to expect just
that. After all, it was just 14 years after the war and it was a Communist system. Tito had
broken with the Soviets, but we were still in opposite camps. The Yugoslav Secret Police
were well known and highly respected as a fairly efficient group. He warned me about
that and never to trust a Serb. He said they will reach out to shake hands with you, and
at the same time, the other hand is ready to stab a knife in your back. | never forgot that
expression and | never forgot the time when he demonstrated what he meant.

When [ arrived in Belgrade, finally, | was fully prepared to be a target of surveillance. Now,
whether | was or not, | don't know. It certainly was not evident. But when | got there, | went
to register. | don't know how | survived that whole year, but, anyway, | went in to register
and, as you can imagine, the place was a teaming mass of humanity. | was put in the best
of the student houses, which was called the Studensky Dom Eva Lola Libra, which was

on Boulevard Revolutsary. | was not that far from the Embassy, and fortunately, it was in
the center of town. The worst places were over in Nuovo Belgrade, across the river, about
which there were horrible stories. | had Russian and that helped a little bit. So, anyway, |
made myself known and the question was where to assign me. Here | was an American.
Most of the other foreign students were from the developing world. At that time, Yugoslavia
was most famous for its role as a neutral. Indonesia and Egypt, as you recall, Sukarno,

| guess it was, Nasser, and Tito were the three big neutrals. So, most of the foreign
students were Egyptians, Jordanians, Indonesians, Syrians, and Africans. | was the only
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American. There was one Swede, one Belgian, and | don't recall any other westerners.
So, anyway, the process was assigning a room. A Serb came up to me and said “You
speak English. You're American.” | said “Oh boy.” | thought, here is my Communist Party
watchdog. He said, “I'm Zoron, | no speak English good, but you American. | love America.
We room together.” He was more attractive than some of the thugs that were around, and
| said, “If he is the one assigned to room with me, I'm not going to argue about it.” Sure
enough, we got a good room. He later confessed to me that when he saw that | was a
foreigner, he immediately came up to me because if you room with a foreigner, there are
only two people in a room, whereas Yugoslavs had three, sometimes four in the same
small room. He was a medical student, and whether or not he reported on me, | don't
know. | was fully prepared for him to do so. | had no evidence that he did. If he did, I did
not hold it against him, because my feeling was, in retrospect, that it was a spontaneous
thing that he saw this opportunity and came up and did it. But you never know.

Q: My experience was much the same as a diplomat. | expected to be followed
everywhere, and maybe | was. But, compared to what | heard about the Soviet Union,
only once in my time was | very obviously followed. | used to street walk. That is what |
did. But when [ first arrived, | remember coming out of a concert with Larry Herberger and
somebody else, and there were policemen around the car. | thought, “My God, this is it.”
Actually, someone had stolen the hood ornament off my Mercedes.

EVANS: It wasn't long after | arrived, that the whole question of girls came up. | have never
seen such a sex oriented society in my life. It utterly appalled us Americans and the whole
western world. To me, it was not surprising, because the physical abuse of women was a
fact of life. We went to a restaurant across the street called “Robashotz” where they had
the most wonderful grilled meat with pepper salad with tomato and onions, and bread to
die for, and wine. | tell you, there were some great nights. The first thing my roommate did
was to get me to call over some girls. Soon there were girls all over the place.
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She was 17 years old and | was 24 at the time. | spent the whole year with her. She was
still in high school. | was very happy with her. She lived in such humble circumstances,
that she was ashamed to introduce me to her family, let alone, bring me into her house.
She didn't want me to see where she lived. So, | always walked her back to a certain
corner and she ran off. But, she was well-dressed. She was a sensitive person. There was
much temptation, but | decided | enjoyed being with her and | didn't want to run around or
screw around, with anyone else.

| would go out on a street corner and there was a sculptor who was sent over to do a
sculpture. He would go out on the street corner at 5:00, and say in very broken Serbo-
Croatian, “I am Egyptian, | want to sleep with you.” He would go on and, after maybe
six to 10 tries, he would find someone, and that would be it. It never failed. He couldn't
understand my refusal.

Anyway, there were other temptations, too. | then got to know a businessman, | forget
exactly how. But, | knew | didn't like him. He made wallpaper and he was a private
entrepreneur. He wasn't allowed to hire more than four or five people, or whatever it was.
He sold wall paper. Most Serbian houses did not use wallpaper. Wallpaper was a sign of
status. He had a factory up in Novi Sad, north of Belgrade, and we got together for drinks,
and lunch maybe, or something. | literally forget how | got to meet him. | was suspicious of
him. One day, he said, “Let's go up to a country place | know, just north of Belgrade. There
are a lot of whores there and we'll have a great time,” and | said, “No way. This smells of
something.” So, | declined, and he seemed very disappointed. Shortly thereafter, we lost
contact, and that was it. That was the only incident that | remember, getting back to your
point, where | felt | might be being set up.

Q: Did you ever find yourself in discussions there about Communism versus Democracy,
and that sort of thing, | mean in the school dorms?
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EVANS: Absolutely. Really, it was a raging debate and | alternatively poked fun at,
criticized, hacked away at the old hypocrisy and brutality, anti-democratic aspect of
communism. There were some who would argue with me. But most people would agree.
In fact, some of the most supportive foreigners were from Indonesia, Jordan, or Syria.
Some of the Africans were the ones that took the Communist Party line.

Q: This often happens. How was Milovan Djilas, The New Class received, the book which
was pointing out the hypocrisy of the Communist system? | assume it was banned there at
the time. Were people both aware of it and talking about it?

EVANS: You know, | don't recall that specifically, in our conversations in 1959. I, myself,
think | became more aware of it after | came back in 1960.

Q: What were you getting from the students about the Soviets? How were the Soviets
looked upon?

EVANS: There was tremendous hatred of the Soviets, and if you met a Yugoslav that liked
the Russians or the Soviets, you knew where their political loyalties lay. My roommate, for
example, just loved America, passionately. He idolized me, and | don't think that was put
on. But, there were types, particularly the Montenegrins, as you know, who were more pro-
Russian. The Serbs were not from that point of view. They talked about the joke, which
was about the cold winter wind, Koshava, which blew in from Russia. That had political
overtones. If you wanted to say something anti-Soviet, you talked about the Koshava.
Most of the people that | knew feared or were very concerned about the Russians and
Soviets, and were very pro-American, even when you scratched the surface, most of

the officials. The hardest line Communists seemed to be some of the younger, generally
Montenegrin types of limited intelligence and some of the foreign students.
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Q: This was a Cold War period, did they ever talk about what might happen if the United
States and NATO and the Soviets and its allies went to war, did they ever talk about the
possibility of a war, what they might do?

EVANS: Again, that is an interesting question, because as we will come to later, when Tito
died, | was very much involved in what would happen after that event. Even at that time,
there was this concern about what would happen to Yugoslavia. Would America come in
to protect Yugoslavia against Russian onslaught? My roommate was very fond of using
graphic terminology to describe things. He said “We are at the crossroads of East and
West, and as a result, we have the worst of the East and the worst of the West.” His way
of looking at life was — he said about his luck and the luck of his country was, “If | had

a jar full of cunts, and one cock in there, and | had a right to go in and grab one, with my
luck, I would grab the cock.” That was the way he described it. He was constantly seeing
doom and was very much concerned about both the Turks and the Russians. The British
let them down in the war and the French couldn't be trusted. Germans were to be feared
almost as much as the Russians. That left it up to the Americans. Americans were their
big hope. Look at Professor Djordjevic. He used the American Constitution. So, ironically,
despite the Communist and the official anti-American propaganda, America was looked to
as the savior of Yugoslavia.

Q: Were the events of October 1956, the Hungarian Revolution, still reverberating, as
far as their feeling that the Soviets might come in, if there was this unity in Yugoslavia?
| realize that you are at the student level, but | was wondering whether they ever talked
about that?

EVANS: | don't think that was a major concern. Yes, | do remember it being talked about.
What happened to the Hungarians came out. Not in a political analysis, but as a close-
to-home event that was relatively recent. Hungary and Hungary's relationship to the geo-
political structure were very much part of Yugoslav and Serbian thinking at that point.
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Q: Did you have any contact with the American Embassy at that point?

EVANS: Yes, limited. | went to Yugoslavia, particularly to prepare myself to be a Foreign
Service Officer. | was interested in going, but the whole game plan, was to build up my
credentials and capabilities to be an effective Foreign Service Officer. | was already
influenced by George Kennan. And by Chip Bohlen who was from Philadelphia, we knew
the family. On the other hand, I didn't want to go to the Embassy and be thought of as
being in touch with the Embassy. So | made no effort to go to the Embassy at all. | was
proud of being a student and | wanted to stay with my student friends, and not get mixed
up with the damn Embassy. When | first arrived, | was advised, and | thought it was a good
idea to go register, and tell them where | was. | went to the Cultural Section, downtown, |
guess it was, and registered there, because | was a Cultural Exchange student.

Another unplanned contact came through the post office. | was standing in a line at the
main post office because, although, | got a handsome scholarship of five thousand dinars
a month — which was equivalent to a good worker's good wage, about five times what the
average Yugoslav student lived on a month — it still didn't go far enough. My father had to
send me, | think, the grand sum of $50.00 a month, or maybe it was $100.00, but it wasn't
that much. But, it was a lot when | exchanged it. We developed a way to send it. This was
a little typical thing that characterized the whole approach to Yugoslavia to things. | went to
the post office, | guess, naively . . . you may remember that big central post office.

Q: Yes.
EVANS: Across from the parliamentary building . . .

Q: | can't remember what the square, Turg, something or other, but there were two,
anyway . . .

EVANS: So, | went up to this woman behind one of the national counters, and | said, I'm
an American student here, and my family wants to send me some dollars, because there
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Is no other way. If | got a fifty dollar bill, | could convert that into some dinars, and she said,
“Oh, it is totally illegal to send money through the mail. But | will tell you how to do it. Tell
your father to put the money in an envelope and put black pieces of paper on either side.
That way, it won't show up when it goes through our machines.” So, | wrote home and told
them to do that. | got my money without fail. | thought it was a very telling and typical story
of how the people coped.

But, | was standing in line, around Thanksgiving time, at that same post office. There
was a woman in line, and somehow we recognized each other — although | was looking
pretty scruffy, I'm sure — as Americans. She introduced herself. She was the wife of the
number two political officer at the Embassy. You mentioned names, but for the life of me,
| can't remember it what it was. It later turned out that he was CIA. | identified myself, and
she said “We try to have young people over for Thanksgiving. Would you like to come to
our home?” So, | went to their home for Thanksgiving, which was the first contact | had
with embassy officers. He called me, unobtrusively, a couple times, maybe, to see how
things were going. Most of the other guests were diplomats and people from the American
community. There may have been some exchange students. | don't know whether the
Fulbright program was up and running then or not. Anyway, there were some academic
types, | think, and others. But again, | was the only, official American cultural exchange
student at the time, a status | was rather proud of. | was struck by how isolated diplomats
were. This fellow had never, for instance, been on a trolley car. | think | said to him, “How
can you report on what is going on, I've been here two or three months, and | know more
about what is going on than you seem to in the Embassy.”

Q: You left there in 19607

EVANS: | left there in the summer of 1960 and went back to America to finish my final
year of study. | had taken the first-half semester of my two year master's program, so |
went back to finish my whole year, 1960 - 1961, of my master's program at Harvard, at
the Harvard Russian Research Center. | converted my work in Yugoslavia to my master's

Interview with Mr. David M. Evans http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001548



Library of Congress

thesis, which | did under the direction of Professor Adam B. Ulam, Director, Russian
Research Center.

Q: You got your Masters in 196_?
EVANS: | got my Masters in 1961.
Q: Then what did you do?

EVANS: Well, there was big pressure from the family to come back to Philadelphia

and go to law school. | agreed to at least look into it. So, | applied to the University of
Pennsylvania Law School, where my grandfather sort of set a family tradition of having a
degree. | got into law school. Not only that, | got a full two year scholarship, everything,
room and board included. Someone had set up a scholarship for those students who
qualified academically and whose parents or grandparents were from Philadelphia. | was
the first one to qualify, in something like 20 years. The University of Pennsylvania was very
excited about this. So, | started law school. But | guess, at that point, | had just had too
much academic work and | did not last more than a short time, much to my grandfather's
disappointment. By this time my father had died.

| just felt, I've got to get out of this family situation. I've got to get out of Philadelphia. | want
to go into the Foreign Service. | don't want three more years of studying. | want to get on
with it. There had been some pressure to get a Ph.D., which | said | didn't want to do. |
wanted to get on with the real world. | didn't want to go on studying forever.

It turned out, that, as | rather anticipated, the medical problem loomed large. | looked into
the Foreign Service and realized that there were these various stages you have to go
through. You have to take the written exam. Then you have to pass the oral exam, and

if you did that, then you went on to pass the medical exam, and finally pass the security
exam. So, it was a long, multi-year process. | forget when [ first took the written exam,
but it soon became evident that | would have to deal with my medical problem, which
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went back to my sophomore year in college. | was fine, and one of the reasons | went to
Europe in 1957, and drove through Istanbul, with no road, the things | put myself through
— drinking water everywhere in Europe, and so forth, was to prove that | really was
healthy. They had told me that | was going to be totally immobilized, and that | wouldn't be
able to pursue a career in the Foreign Service. So, | felt that | was in pretty good shape,
physically, but | had to prove it. So, | thought: “Well, the way to prove it is to do my military
service.” This was the summer of 1961. So, | was immediately classified 4F, on medical
grounds, because they got my medical records from Harvard. | thought, “Oh my God, I'll
never get into the Foreign Service.” | then launched a major campaign to change that
classification. | say this, frankly, with some pride, because it shows how determined |

was. A lot of people would have caved. | remember what was going on at that time. The
Berlin crisis was in progress and going into the military was risky. So, | opted for the navy.
| was all set to go to Newport, in the fall of 1961. A friend of mine then in Philadelphia said,
“Look, this is crazy,” | was going to put myself through three years in the Navy, in order to
go into the Foreign Service. | was literally a week away from Newport. So, | went into the
Army National Guard, and did my duty in the first half of 1962. | got out of the Army, in the
late summer, August of 1962, still with a single-minded purpose of going into the Foreign
Service. Meanwhile, | had taken the Foreign Service exam, in late 1961, | guess, and |
passed the written. Then, | had my first oral exam, and | had failed it.

Q: I would like to get any thoughts about the oral exam in the 1950s?
EVANS: It was the fall of 1961.
Q: Do you remember what you were asked, or anything?

EVANS: | remember the circumstances well. It was a tribunal of three people who were
very hostile. | had been warned by others that this was a very confrontational sort of
thing. The objective was to make you uncomfortable, and to put you on the defensive,
