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Adding Up Sloogles 
Too Much for Ruark 

BY ROBERT C. RUARK 

IF JANE has zilch sloogles, and James has zumzi sloogles, 
how many sloogles have they got together? Don't sit there 

like an idiot. Anybody knows the answer is geri sloogles. 
I have not suddenly gone mad 

RIAKK 

or returned to second 
hood. Thris }s 
one of the .new- 
er educational 
systems being 
tried out today 
in Dear- 
born, Mich. 
Zilch, zumzi and 
gerf have been 
substituted for 
one, two and 
three, and a 
sloogle is an apple. An orange, 
as everybody knows, is a quin. 

Thiscame about because one 
of our educators decided that 
the old-fashioned method of 
teaching sums by the apple-and- 
orange method was confusing. 

•   •   • 
THE professor is quoted as 

saying that the non-meaningful 
words make the student realize 
that he is dealing with abstract 
symbols rather than real com? 
modities. 

All I know is, if any teacher 
ever hit my childish brain with 
this business of how many 
sloogles make a gerf, I wouM 
stalk home with my pencil set. 
and report that Miss Zilch had 
flipped her sloogle, and, please, 
could I go somewhere else to 
school. 

I learned my sums on the 
apples-and-oranges kick, and 
was   really   quite   well-nour- 

ished by the time I hit plane 
geometry. 
Apples were especially help- 

ful in learning fractions, be- 
cause you could see what the 
teacher was talking about when 
she cut the poor innocent little 
beast into halves and quarters 
and eighths. 

Then   you   ate   the   apple, 
thereby retaining the bulk of 
the lesson, whilst simultaneous- • 
ly adding healthy roughage to 
the system. 

«   •   • 
I NEVER dug that algebra 

very deep, because there ain't 
nobody going to sit up there 
and tell me 'that "A" plus "C" 
equals "Z" to the third-power 
if divided by "X." 

But I could understand ge- 
ometry, because tt had a, shape 
and made some visual sense. 
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^ Casual Look at Mizzled Mobster 

RABBIS 

BY SYDNEY J. HARRIS 

A COLLEAGUE on another 
■** newspaper and I were dis- 
cussing misprints the other day, 
and we agreed that typesetters 
(like other people) see the words 
they expect to 
see, and not 
what is actu- 
ally written on 
the paper. 

Over the 
years, I have 
judicious ly 
learned to avoid 
using certain 
words, in the 
sad knowledge 
that they are most likely to be 
misprinted; for one of the 
strongest human habits is the 
need to convert the strange 
into the familiar. 

*   *   * 
THE WORD "causal," for in- 

stance, almost always comes 
out as "casual" in a first proof. 
"Causal" is used mostly by 
philosophers or physicists, and 
the layman's eye automatically 
transposes the "u" and the "s." 

Another troublesome word 
is "eclectic," which has no ex- 
act synonym, and means 
"choosing from various sources 
and  systems."  as  opposed  to 

dogmatic. It is a useful word, 
but usually it makes its appear- 
ance   in   print   as   "electric," 
which is dismaying to the writ- 
er and puzzling to the reader. 

Of course, some misprints 
are merely due to careless- 
ness  or haste,  such  as  the 
all-too-f roquent description of 
marital troubles as "martial." 
One doesn't dare "exorcise" 

spirits, for fear they «¡¿I turn 
out to be doing gymnastics. And 
book critics have learned never 
to describe a novel as being in 
the  "picaresque"  tradition 
(which means having a rogue as 
a hero), for it will inevitably 
turn up as "picturesque." 

•   •   • 

' SOMETIMES our unconscious 
minds play tricks on us, and* 
we refuse to see a word as it U t 
meant to be. Every time I run! 
across a headline like "Molester f 
Captured by Police," I divide/ 
the word "molester" into twot 
syllables instead of three, andj 
imagine a molester as a smal» 
animal, somewhat like a hanTl 
ster. 

by Reds," for he sees "mis- 
led" as a verb to rhyme with 
"fizzled," and can never figure 
out what it means to "misle." 
And a "friend of mine, with a 

qujte different turn of mind, 
never sees the word "physio- 
therapist" without dividing it 
into three words, to make 
"Physio the rapist." What the 
Freudians would do with him, 
I shudder to think. He's the 
kind of man who would keep a 
pet molester in his basement. 

4JÙ.U.U.. 

One of our editorial writers 
recently confessed to me that J 
he is always brought up sharp 
by a headline "America Misled   f 

£1 

4 

Hagerty necuáfísñins 
Short-Haired Newsmen 

DENVER—(5?)—President Eisenhower's taste in music is 
proving to be one of the most difficult problems involved in 
covering his illness. 

Things have reached the 
point where White House 
press    secretary   James    C. 

This Is 

Hagerty is talking about sub- 
scribing to a musical appre- 
ciation course for the news- 
men. 

•   *   •    . 
HERE IS a sample  of a 

news conference discussion of 
tape-recorded music to which 
the   President   listens   from 
time to time in his hospital 

Mroom: 
¡   Hagerty: On that music he 
was listening to this morn- 
ing- 

Reporter: Here we go. 
1 Hagerty: He was listening 
to Bach. 
'** Reporter:   Do   you   know 
what Bach? 

Hagerty: Yes. 

Another reporter 
B-A-C-H. 

Hagerty: The Bach he is 
listening to is the "Air for G 
String." 

Reporter: What? I'm sorry. 
"Air for G String?" 

Another 'reporter: Shades 
of Gypsy Rose Lee. 

Still another reporter: You 
were right the first time. 

Hagerty: "Tlw Minuet" 
from Symphony No. 92, 
[by Haydn, H-A-Y-D-NJ 
"Gigue" and "Sheep May 
Safely Graze." 

Reporter: Just one 6 
string? 

Hagerty: What? 
Reporter: There are four 

selections? 
Hagerty: That is correct 
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