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30,000 PERSONS KILLED.180 ULLAGES DESTROYED.
First Details and Photographs of the Great Tidal Wave 200 F<?et High Which Suiept Over

300 Miles of the Japanese Coast.

(*

THE TIDAIi UUAVE AS IT ROLLED IN UPON THE YUttlflATE PREFECTURE.
From drawing of a Japanese artist published in the Tokio (Japan) Daily "Kokumin.

The Japanese mail brings to the Journal the first authentic details and photographs of the catastrophe
whichi overwhelmed the northeastern shore of the main island of Japan. The Shoygo, the Nichi-Nichi, the Jlji,
the Yyialuri, the Kokumin, the Mainichi and the Hochi, Japanese newspapers of high standing and unim-
peach? >le credibility, have collected from witnesses of the disaster a large body of testimony. And the ac¬
count:-; they publish establish beyond all doubt the fact that an unknown force, if not, indeed, an unknown
law c1 forces, must be confronted in the last analysis of the disaster.

.e volume of the surge which devastated the coast and the violence of its attack were sufficient to dls-
turb rceptibly the whole Pacific Ocean. On the coast of California the tides were so affected by the rever-

berati|> \s of the wave that the hydrographic observers called attention to the agitation before the cable had
brougtfi the news from Australia. But although this echo was produced after the passage of five thousand
miles frjj water, all the Japanese statements confirm the astounding fact that native fishermen drawing their
nets omy four orvfive miles from land failed to observe any commotion of the sea. At nightfall they rowed
toward the shore, singing as they went, quite without suspicion of the horrors awaiting them, the loss of
their wives, their children and their homes; the envelopment of their villages in a black shroud of
mud. That the recoil of the wave should not have capsized and shattered their fishing boats is in itself ex¬
traordinary. But that it should not even have attracted their attention quite passes comprehension. It is as
strange as if one of the tall buildings in New York had fallen and the people next door had heard no sound.

The best estimate of the Japanese Government gives a total of 30,000 persons drowned in the flood and a
total wiping out of 180 towns and villages. The territory swept by the wave was 300 miles long, and at vari¬
ous points it reached a height of 200 feet. .

Japan is shaped like a shoe. Nagaskal, the
^ort from which steamers sail for China,
lies at the toe, westward. K^-oto, the great
Inland city, lies inthe Instep. Yokohama,
the port to which American steamers ply,
Is In the heel, with Tokio, the Japanese
capital, only a few miles away. Aomori Is
at the top of the boot. Between Tokio and
Aomori are the three hundred miles of
Japan's eastern coast, open to the swell of
the Pacific, which extends unbroken to San
Francisco, five thousand miles away. Along
this shore line, at the back of the leg of the
boot, little points of rock, spurs of the
mountain range, run out into the sen at In¬
tervals, and enclose a succession of small
>ays, each with its strip of white sand, its
¦ow of fishermen's huts, its temple and its
ea houses. And In many of the bays little
nanufactuiing towns have sprung up, so

l£t there Is an industrial class to add Its
umber to the maritime population.
A mile or two back from the shpre the

long range of hills runs north and south
and through the level country behind the
hills the Northern Railway serves the rich¬
est agricultural country in Japan. Cut off
from the railway by the intervening line
of mountains, the people, of the small
towns upon the immediate shore have not
been greatly influenced by the changes of
custom and costume, which have affected
the great Southern ports since 1867. Their
religious observances and celebrations have
nut been tarnished by the stare of the
tourist.1 They live and die, unconscious of
their own picturesqueness.
The most beautiful of their ceremonies

Is "the Festival of the Sons," which takes
place in the middle of June. ,For three
days every sort of business Is suspended.
Silken banners bearing portraits of the
heroes of Japanese history hang from the
housetops. The women who have born<
male children go In procession to the ter
pies, thanking the kind gods for tr
mercy, and praying that the anger o*
unkind gods may be averted frorr
offspring. Proud fathers point *

sons, dressed in holiday silks, an>[ a
adults laugh and play like children. is
children's day.all except the < ;ss

women, wljo weep in secret.
Those who have borne sons and lo aem

rejoice with the others; for the. have
served their country and given solders to
the army of shades, which guard th» peace
of death. The day a'ter they wll go.

these bereaved mothers.to the temple ol
Kishi Bojin, th^ mother goddess, to, a
shrine hung with dolls and babies' shoes
and toys, for to Kishi Bojin belongs all the
treasures of the child who died. In the
shade of the bronze hollow of her left
arm lies a child, with its parted Hps
pressed against her round breast, and in
her right hand she holds the plenteous
pomegranate, which is her symbol. To her,
to-morrow, mothers of the dead will take
their sorrows, but to-day they must re¬
joice.
On the great day of the feast this year

It began to be cloudy at noon. The sea
breeze dropped and the silk flags hung
motionless In the heavy air. A color like
the yellow of a steamer's smoke spread
over* the sky, and the purple of the sea
died down to a strange brick-red. When
the sun set the long shadows seemed to
distort the colors of the flags and the
flowers, and the children's dresses. It was
as. if the gods frowned upon the pleading
women in the temples. As the twilight
faded, only one star became visible.Mars,
hanging like a red point of anger in tho
eastern sky. Then hundreds of thousands
of paper lanterns were lighted and the
ceremonial visits of the evening began.
The respected grandfathers and grand¬
mothers received the congratulations of
their friends, and then they in turn called
upon the younger people. Many bows
were made, many cups of tea consumed.
All the people were coming and going.
Communication between the villages Is

difficult. The jutting capes are so rugged
that it is often necessary to go back into
the hills in order to pass from one coast
v'llage to the next. With the exception
- these points of barren rock, all the 300
lies of shore was covered with moving
nterns at 8:30 in the evening. A great
rmy of fireflies seemed to be stretched

along the shore, broken Into battalions,
each battalion maneuvering busily.
Suddenly all the lights were shaken as

if all the fireflies had leaped Into the air.
The sands for 300 miles trembled and

shivered.
The movement of the lanterns ceased.

Every man and woman stood motiopless,
questioning the dark sky. If was as if the
halt had sounded along the line of fireflies.
There arose a sound like the roaring of

beasts and the roaring of the wind and
the roaring of the waters, all mingled to¬
gether, au awful grumbling and muttering

of the forces of destruction, growing more
loud and more insistent, till it shook men
as the pipes of a great organ are shaken,
and all the people fell upon their knees.
But the air did not move, and the lanterns
were still burning; the army of fireflies
seemed to have settled on the sand.
Then the spray of a wave fell upon the

shore and upon the people, a spray of which
eaqh drop was a solid mass of water large
enough to fill a pall, a spray each drop ot
which was heavy enough to stun the man
on whom It fell. There was no rain in the
sky, no cloudburst, no waterspout. The
tide mark of the sea had not yet risen on
the beach. No wave had yet reached the
shore, but the wave that was to come had
in its rush and fury projected into the air
and hurled upon the shore great flakes of
foam from its iron crest. Every drop fell
like a round shot, and befere it had lost its
shape upon the sand was covered by another
ball of water. The awful globules piled

one upon another In such swift succession
that before they mingled together they
stood like piles of cannon balls.
There were no more lights to be seen. The

army of fireflies seemed to hare been swept
nway.y
The balls of water lost their shape,

flowed together and the mass ran down the
sloping beach. But before it reached the
sea the first wave came. It was a black
solid wall, fifty feet in height. Thirty
thousand men and women and children
were gathered into it and whirled and
swept up the shore like grains of gravel.
The huts in the first line were broken, and
their fragments hurled into the iiollow of
the wave. Higher on the shore the build¬
ings were shaken and their lower stories
gutted; the foundations were loosened, but
the walls still stood. The great wave spent
itself against the base line of hills and
rolled back to the sea, bearing its wreck¬
age with It.

A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE DEAD IN THE VILLAGE OE iKAMAISHl.
From photograph by Mozawaya & Mizuno, Toklo, Japai>

Then the second wave came and all the
buildings that the first wave had shaken
this second wave destroyed. And when It
in Its turn swept back to the sea It was
met by the third wave.
AH that the seconj wave had destroyed

and shattered this third wave swallowed,
and as It swept back to the sea It was met
and overcome by a fourth wave.
And this was a wave of mud, cast up

from the bed of the sea in the throes of a
subterranean earthquake, and where the
first three waves, had slain the living this
fourth wave buried the dead in a foul
grave of dark blue mire, spewed up out
of the disordered belly of the world,
tainted from the secret processes of the
earth's digestion and assimilation, the proc¬
esses of which volcanoes belch forth the
eructations and of which earthquakes an¬
nounce the interruption.
In twenty minutes there had died ten

times as many people as were Slain in the

war between Japan and China. Thre#
hundred miles of coast; from Ishinomaki to
Tsugaru Channel, had- been laid waste.
And for 150 miles In the Yuwaate prefec¬
ture the destruction had been as complete
as the ending of a world.

Nothing wag to be seen but a great plain
of mud.mud too soft to walk upon and
too thick to force a boat through. '/;.
In/the village of Totan 2,500 people out of

a population of 2,800 lost their lives.
In Ramaishi 1*100 out of 1,200 house*

were obliterated.
The mothers that had given thanks foi

their fruitfulness and prayed for the hap¬
piness of their tons lay broken and torn
under the mud. The .mouths from whirh
their prayers had come were filled with
mud. Their children had become a part of
the mud. And the mud had fouled less
thoroughly the bodies of the childless
women, for they had died In stricken si¬
lence, while the mothers had died open-
mouthed, drying aloud for their children.
This was the end of the "Festival of tli#

Boys" in Japan this year.
What was the cause of the disaster? On«

or two instances aside, all parts of the
coast suffered alike, and at only one place
.was anything seen of the birth of\the w; ve.

The crew of a fishing boat ttbout two
miles from the Shizukawa shore thought
they heard a sound of gun practice in the
offing, to the northeast. Looking in that di¬
rection they saw the surface of the sea
suddenly rise. in great mounds. Their es¬
timate of the height of these mounds, aa

reported in the Kokumin, was that' they
"stood as high as Goyo-san." Goyo-san is
a mountain nearly 4,000 foet high at the
back of Ivamaishi, and making due allow¬
ance for the exftitcment under which they
labored, It is still reasonable to suppose
that the water must have been elevated by
an eruption of mud and stones in order to
have the consistency which is necessary to
the attainment of any very great height.
These mountains of water suddenly split
and receded to the north and the south,
in two huge waves. The fishing boat rode
safely over the surge, but the sea remained
so rough all through- the night, that the
crew feared to attempt a landine in the
darkness. They had no idea that any dam¬
age had been done on shore and were pro¬
foundly amazed when they approached the
beach in the morning and saw the great
stretch of mud which had replaced the
beach and the green slope of the hillside.
The earthquakes of 1888 showed the exist»

ence of great volcanic activity beneath tl
bed of the sea to the east of Japan.
that occasion, the first warning was g
by a disturbance of the surface of L
Inawafblro. Half an hour later similar »

turbances were noticed at sea, about tweni
miles'" from the coast, but were not of .

stiffteiently violent nature to produce any
effect upon the slhore line. A violent heav.
ing and shaking of the ground about Ban-
dai-San was followed by the eruption from
the crater of Sho-Bandai-San. A great
column of dust ad steam shot up Into tba
air yith a tremendous report, which was

hear, at Fukushima, a hundred miles away.
One explosion followed another, until, at
about the twentieth outbreak the side of
v*iife mountain was torn open, just as Uift-


