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000 PERSONS KILLED--

80 UILLAGES DESTROYED,

First Defails and Photographs of the Great Tidal Wave 200 Feet High. Which Swept Ouer.
300 Miles of ihe dJapanese

Coast.

i E)M”“"u i

THE ‘rmmx tLlHVE AS IT ROI.:DED IN Upon THE YUUJIHHTE pREFEcTURE

- . From drawing of a ]apanese artist published in the Tokio (Japan) Daily “Kokttmm.

The Japanese mail brings to the Journal the first authentic detalls and photographs of the catastrophs
which} overwhelmed the northeastern shore of the main {sland bf Japan. The Shoygo, the Nichi-Nichi, the NENIR
the Td aluri, the Kokumin, the Mainichi and the Hochi, Japanese newspapers of high stdnding and unim-
peach® sle credibility, have collceted from witnesses of the disaster a large body of testimony. And the nac-
count® they publish estublish beyond all doubt the fact that an unknown force, If not, Iudeeﬂ, an unknown
law o forces, must he confronted in the last anslysis of the disaster.

‘& volume of the surge which devastated the coast and the violenee of its attack were sufficient to dis-

| turb & rceptibly the whole FPaclfic Ocean, On the coast of California the tides were so affected by the vever-
Beratid & of the wave that the hydrographie observers called attention to the agltation before the cable had
bron the news from Australia. But although this echo was produced after the passgge of five thousand
miley

. water, all the Japansse statements confirm the astounding fact that native fishermen drawing thelir
nets dniy four orifive miles from land falled to observe any commotion of the sea. At nightfall they rowed
toward the shore, singing as they went, quite without sspleion of the horrors awaitlng them, the loss of
thelr wives, thelr ehildren and thelr homes; the envelopment of thelr villages in  a black shroud of
mpud. That the reenil®of the wave should not have eapalzed ‘and shattered their fishing boats is In Itself ex-
traordinary. But that it should nol even have attracted thelr attention quite passes comprehension. It is as
Strange as I one of the tall bulldings in New York had fallen and the people next door had heard no sound.
 The best estimate of the Japanese Government gives a total of 80,000 persons drowiied In tie flood and a
total wiping out ‘of 180 towns and villages. The territnry swept by the wave was 300 miles lnnar. and at varl-
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g;vm thuin corntry and given s:t;m £
he.sumy ur nhades. wh{ch. :;M

ots points it reached & helght of 200 feat.,

Jepan s shaped llke a slios. \'ugm,knl the
gort from' which steamers sall for Ching,
Hes at the toe, westwaridl. E.puto, the great
Inland eliy, lles Inthe Instep. Yokohiwmn,
the port to which Amertcan sSteamers piy,
Is in the beel, with Toklo, the Jnpunese
eapltal, only n few mlles away. Apmord Is
at the top of the boot.  Between Tokio and
Aamort nrs the three hundred miles of
Japaw's eastern coast. open to.the swell of
the Paclfic, which extends unbroken to San
Francigco, five thatsand mlles away. Along
this shore llte, at the back of tha leg of the

boot, HEtHle paints of rtock, spurs of the

mountaln ratge. run out-lhto the séa at In-

#rvala, aud enclose a-sucoedslon of small

amye, eéach with its strip of white sand, its
ow of ﬂsbem‘tett & huts, its temple and fts
en houses, And in many of the hays lirtle
nanufioturing towas hive sprang up, 80
agt there is an indyustriol class to add its
umber to the maritime population.

A wile or two back from the shore the
long range of hillds mmns norgth and sonth
and through' the level csuntry behlind the
hills the Northern Rollwny serves the rich-
est agricaltural country In Japan,  Cot off
‘from thb tallway by the Intervening line
of mountalns, the people, of the small
towng upsn the Immedinté shore Lave mot
been greitly lufluenced by the ehanges of
custom and dostume, which lave afferted
the gréat Southern ports since 1867, Thelr
!&Il:lén’: oliseryunces and celebrutions bave

t been tarnigbed Ly the srare of the
toupist, They llve and dle, unconsclaus of
thulk own pleturesquencss, L’)/;j'

The most beautifol of thelr ceremonies
15 “the Festival of the Sons," which takes
place i, the middle of June. I'or three

‘days every sort of business Is suspended.

Silken baniers bearing portrnits of the

‘heroes of Japancge bistory Lang from the

housetops.  The women who have DLorn
male children go In procession to the ter
”Iq‘. thankihg the kind gods for tF

.men;r. #ud’ praylng that the anger of

uvakind gods may Be pverted Tvolr

souk, dressed in hollday ellks, ane
adults lasgh and pluy ke ehildze.

woten, wl;n weep In secret,
Thoge who hi've borhe sois and lo  aem
rejolce  with the others; for the, bmve

these beréaved mothers—io the temple of
Kishl Bojin, thé mother goddess, to a

and toys, for te Kishi Bojin belongs all the
treaslives of the chlltl who dled, In the
shade of the bronge hollow of her left
arm Mes n child, with its parted lps

her right band she holds the plenteous

to-morrow, mothers of the «dead will toke
thelr sorrows, but {o-duy they mnst re-
Jolee.

On' the great diay of the feast thia year
It lLegan to be cloudy At nodn.  The sea

tuolignless In the heavy alr. A color llke
tha yellow of A steimeér's smoke spread
over'the sky, and the purple of the sen
dlel down to n steange brick-red. When
the ‘sun set the long shadows sgemed to
distort the colors of the ihigs and the
flowers, and the children's dresses.
as if the gods frowned upon the pleading
women In the temples. = As the twilight

hanbglng ke a red point of anger In the
ehsern sky, Then hyndreds of thousands
of paper lanterns wera lighted and the
|ceremoninl visits of the evening hegan.
The respectedl grandfathers and grand-
mpthers tecelved the congratulntions of
thelr friends, and then they In turn ealled
upen the younger people. Many bows
were muaile, many ecups of tea consumed.
All the people were coming and going.
Communiontion between the wl]ln;,es L]
diificslt. The jutting cupes are &0 rugged
that it 1s often uecessary to go back Into
the hllls In order to pass from one const
vilige to the hext. With thé exception

'questioning the dark sky. It was as if t’ho

-m \the

tliese polnts of bhrren’rock, all the 200
Hes of shore was covered with moving
nterns at 8:30 in the evening. A great
iy of fireflies seemed to be stretehed
along the shore, broken Into batizlions,
each battalion manepvering busily.

En&donlr all the lights were shaken as
If all the fireflles had lenped futo the air,
The sands for 300 miles trombled end
shivered,

The movement of the lsoterns ceased.
Every man and weman stood motiopless,

halt had gounded along the line ntilveﬂl
There arose a mun,a like the roarlug
the. 1% of .ﬁhu wind m!

shrine buang with dolls and bubles' shoes

pressed ngainst) ber round breast, and in

pomegranate, which is her symbol. To her, =

breoge dropped and the silk flags huag"

It was’

faded, only one star beenme visible—Mars, -

of the forces of destriiction, growing mors
loud mnd more insistent, t11 1t #hook men
iz the pipes of o great orzun ave shaken;

and all the people fell upon thelr koees. |
"But the alr did not move, nnd the lanterns

ware gtill burning; the army of fireflies
seemed to huve settled on the sand,

Then the spray of a wave fell npon the
shore and upon the people, n spray of which
esch drop was a solld mase of water Inrge
cnongh to 6k o pail, a spray esch drop of
which was heavy enangh to stun the man
on whom It fell. There was no raln In the
sky, mo oloudburst, ne wuterspont. The
tlde mayk of the sen had not yet risén on
the beach. No wave had yet reached the
shore, but the wave that was to come had
In s rosh and fury profected into the air
nnd hurled upon the shorve great flakes of
form from its Iron erest. Every drop fels
like a round shot, and hefere 1t had lost its
shape upon the sand was covered by suolher
ball of water. The awful globules plisd

one upon another n. such swift succession
that befors they mingled  together the:
gtoud ke plles of cannon balls.

,Thera wera no more Hghts to ba seen, 'I'l:g

ary of fireflles seemad to have been nrem‘

AWy

The balls of water lost thair dupe.'
flowed together nnd the mass pan'down the

sloping beschi DBut before It resched the
sea the first wave enme, It was & black
asolid wuall, fifty feet In helght. Thirty
thousand men and wwomen and chilldren
were gathered into M and whirled and
swapt up the shore lke grains of grn'el
The hinds in the first Hue wers broken, and
their fragments hurled into the hollow of
the wave. Higher on the shore the bnild-

ings were shaken and thelr lower stories:

gutted: the foundations were loosened, haot
thvwalls still stood.  The great wave spene
1e=elf ngninst the: base line of hills aund

rolled hnnk to the sea, bearing its “wreck-

age’ wlth lt.

Then, the -second wave come and all'the
bulldings tliat the first wive Lad shaken

| 1hls second wave destroyed.  And when 1t

in 1ts" turn | ewept back to.the sea it was
met: b: fthe third’ wave

All that the seeond wave had destroyes
and shattered this third wdve swallowsd,
and as [bswept back to the sen It wos met
and overcome by n fourth wave,
. And this was n wave of ‘mud, east up
from the bed of the sea In the thross of a
subterranean rnrlhq:ml.e and where the
first umge waves hnd slain the Hyving this
fourth wave burled the dead In a foul
grave of dark.blue mire, spewed up out
of the disppdercd belly  of the world,

trinted from the sperat processes of tle
enrth’s digestion nnd aesimilation, the proo-
oszess of whiclh voleanoes beleh forth the
eructations ‘and of wiileh «-urmqsml.os an-
uou:ace the hiferruption,

‘In ‘twenty . mihutes there hnd died ten
thines s wany people 88 were Slaln in the

Mar betwesen Japan.and Ch‘lna. Three
hundred miles of coust; from Iskinomskl to
Taugnrn Channel, had been  lndd waste,
And for 150 miles in the Yowante Mhr
ture the destruction had beon as’

s the ending of a world.

Nothing wan to be seen but 8 great allll
of mud—mud too spft to walk upon ond
100 thick to force m Dont through. =+ »

Inthe village of Totan 2,000 pr-oplq,oit“
a popnlatidn of 2.800 lost thelr lves

I Wamelshl K100 out of 1.200 m

were obliterated.

The mothers, that had given 1hnnk.r
their frultfuiness and prayed for thn
pinesa of their sons loy. broken and 'lm
nnder the mod.  The ooouths fram w
thelr prayers _bad come were. fillad
mitid.  Thelr eblldren had becoms o phot of

women, for they had disd in stricken Sie

the mnd,  And the mod bad fouleld m 1
thuronghly . the bodies of the

lence, while \the mothers had died, opene j-

movthed, epying aiond for thelr e_-mmns%‘
This was the end of the “Festival o!' 'lh
Bops"' inJapan this year

What was the eause of the duu.tu! Ow <

or two instances nside, all paris-of th.
enast suffered alike, and at only one ]r!'b
cWas unything seen of the birth ofithe m

The ecrew of n fishing boat sbout: 1
mileg from the Ehixukawn shord i Tt
they hénind n pound of gun practles in =
offing, 1o the nortlieast.. Looking In that q-
rectlon they, gaw the gurface of the *
sudidenly rise in great mounds. Thels
timate of the helght of these mionnds,
weported In the  Kekumin, ™ woes™ thit”™
Ystood Tas heh as Goyossan.” Gmm-h.

a mountaln nearly 4,000 fret bigh nt (e
back of Knmaish, and making due allow- "

mhce for the exditement under whleh.

Inbared, At i stll rensoanble o um‘
that the water mukt have been elevated by
an eription of mud add stones In' order fo
have the consisteney which 18 necessary to.

ihe attainment of any' very gmeat hll]l!t:" u

Thege mountaing of warer suddonly split

and’ receded to’ the morth aund the wﬂf
In ‘two huge waves. The flshing bont v

salely over the sorge, but the sea rﬂaa

8o rough mll through the nlght. that tll.
eréw, fesrsd to sttempt a landiue in tht
darkness. They hnd po idea that L

oge hud bpen dono on shore and mﬁn-

.

' .]‘

#

foundly amazed when they approciiod Mhl.

“beach In the morning and saw the great

stretel of wmud which hod replaced the

bk and the gréan slope of M%
The corthquukes of 1858 showed the
ence of groft voleaole setivity Mu‘

-Miofwnmm?hpmtptllm

that cecasion; the first warning was g

by n disturbanen of the surface of A
Innwnylire. - Half an Hour liter simflary
turlianess west noticed at sen, abont tyvem
milea® from the const, but wers not of |
mficiently Violaat nnture 1o prodnes m
affeet upon th line. A vinlent
jng und shukisg of the ground about B
lal-8an was fotlowed by the eruption £
the erater aof ShofinndaliSan, A
column of dust wd aisam dhqt op I‘nﬁq_ﬁ
nlx --t-rh i mmdon




