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JULIAN BHEWTHORNE

€c ELL, if this aln: (he best show
W of Nu all?" execlnhmea the ald
ludy from the Inlund disteiet,

beside wlhom T hod been stunding. She

repented the remurk several times before
the “show" was over, and I eatirely agrepd
with her.

We were out at the end of the long pler,
five hundred rards sepwadrd from the Bowrd
wall. With the test of the ghectators we
were drawn up Io g bollow square, four
desp, aud ut ledst a thoGeand sirong. The
rectangular space which we enclosed was
sowme thirty yards on n side, and It econ-

taloed a tumultvons plece of the Atlantie
Ocean and sbout & hundred  thonsand
fishes, all afive and kicking

an fmet. the end of the pier—a broad,
square platform, volsed fve times o man's
selght above high-water mork—his this
great foursided bole eut in it, and o huge

el net Is fitted to the hole
only one entraueo, VEry narrow, ou the
lundward side, whioh 15 the apek. =0 to
say, of long lingx of dlverging Hots open-
Ing out right and left from It, The tish
of outer space are gulded by these net-
walls 1tte the *‘pound,’” uod taring twen.

The het hos
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ty-thrae hours of the twenty-four in they
come, dlugly or In batinllons, and cannot
fhiyd thelr way out agaln. The nppronches

to the fatal enclosure may be baited, for
aught I ksow; fishermen are capuble of
gtichh Oireean acts. At night, T am sure,
they are lured to thefz doom by clectric
Hghts. All spems falrly well with them,
however, wotil that four and twentieth
hout, which thelr betriyers have fixed at
10:30 o'clock i the smorning They find

thelr guarters uncommonly crowded,
sure,

to be
and thelr noses are met by a singular
Mmterlacement of strings swim which way
they will. But the tides of ocean ebh and
fow and wuduinte Io the old famillar way,
nud the Innocent crentures are far feom
reallzing the seriovsness of thelr predies-
ment. They swim mond and round theis
prigan, doubtiess supposing It to be 1 long
wall, wileh thes must taen tHe fank of at
lnst. DBut somddow or other the erpwd
keepg inorensing, and {lioge ¢rossed strings
hntve wlraudy strefehed out Scores of mfles,
It 14 very odd, and rather tiresome, think
the fizhes,

I ecanmnat nll this story from the fishes'
point of view, fiswever, It s the onlooker,

according to the proverb, who seed ull)ut
of the sume. We have heen collecting
for an hour past, and all the chairs wern
ovenpled long ago.  Hupdreds of people
are crning their necks over the precari.

a7

ous-looking stroctore bullt up above the
level of the pler; H It were to come down,
gome of ny would koow how It 1s ourselven,
A young lady’s elbow i In the small of
my back, lmt, in her excltement, she l§
not neatly so moch aware of 1t as I am.
Two old farmers. wedged togetber at my
left, are supplying each other with the
maost nmozing information as to nets, fish
and marige alfnirs in genernl. Accustomed
vigitors to the pluce assume an air of
fatigued omulsclence; but they hold on to
thelr plnees Just the same, Small boys
climb down In & manner which gives thelr
female relatives palpltition of the bheart.
"Phe anclént fishermen, who are munoging
the show, bear themselves with a certuln
faintly amused indifference and o serenc
sense of power. In a minute or two they
will begin hauling on the ropes thot rtalse
the net, amd thon you will see fun!

Just now the two famous diving dogs
perform tlhiéir unparaleled feet of dlving
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short plgeons  (dummics,
outshde,
this exhibltlon, and they apre
Into ihelr shoes,

world,  And see!
the ropes!

fruru the railing of the pler to fish up the
I believe) thet
lnve fallen to the ermek of the shotgun
Severnl impulaive persous leave
their places In the hollow squnre to witness
BOCN MIIONE
u# uo more; others have stepped promptly
as is the way in this
The men are handling
Creak! go the Wlocks, and the

These smaller creatures are  butterfish,
which ure good to ent. and menboden,
wlileh are good only for oll, with an admix-
ture of woenkilsh, buss, and others which
I am not sea-wise enough to put pames to,

Our hollow squure I8 full of cries, mur-
murs and excitement, for at every fresh

together and new thousands of them ape
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WA,
within,

for the sport,

over, the fsh,

If hinded,

od ns on other dnya.  Boesldes,

of the presence of edible fish.

and,
shall see sights!
From the first, Indeed, we hive observed

the backs of thirty or forty ecnoormous
fighes, froam thtce to five feet In length,
end looking not unlike buss In figire, which
nre uassed together on the windward slde
of the net. They are drwunfish (so-called),
dull, mmwieldy crentures, naither gnmesome
nor toothsome, buy neverlhelesy, by re

of thelr size, the mest sehsitional feature

of the exhibltion. Thiy roll over one an-
ather, dnd thrust thelt great, clnmsy
maontha 4gnlnst the netting, and flop their
talls; If they were tarpon, some of them
might jump out.. Now and then, too, some
large sen turtle, several foet in ditmeter,
forge to the surfice, swimming with

sweeping strokes of thelr broad Aippers
nnd  throsting oot their horny, bivd-lke
heuds inl froftless Investlgation, Yonder,
Hkewise, 18 n gleniitle skate, or stingnroes,
with hie lobg bafbed tall and wide, un-
duluting shile fins ke wings: he s béen
eaught 0 o fold of the net, where he
flops  vainly, sometimes turning upside
down, so fhat we see his white belly and
that absund, human losking mouth opening
und shuithie. There are o great meaoy of
those fellow®, Dut hé 1K the bigpest, A
long, gray, sharvkllke dopfish or twe nlgo
glides o andh fro, and there are several
hammer-hended sharks, not over two feet in
length, grotchque obijects, but excellent
swlmmers, wnd ugly €eustomers If they
wore full geown, Meanwhild, as the net

AE litted another Witeh, we begin to dlscern

& wmyrind narcow brown bucks and Oash-
ing sliver sides, crow dedl together In solid
runks and pugses, n thonsand of them wig-
gling simuolta iy i tric curves,
o thousnnd polnted nowes buntiog against
the nét ag one; some of them getting
thelr Beads through fhe  Interstices, there
10 he capeht by the gils wod drown Igho-

bly; others leaping Bigh |u aif 88 the big|

drunfish  charge huun; .\mm

net is & foot higher out of water than It
A fisliy commotion answers from

Tals Is a particularly favorable morning
because yesterday wius Stua-
day, when the religious convictions of thoe
fisherman forbld wvet-haullng, undy more-
could not be
#old. Bo there are twlee as many imponnd-
yesterday
was calin dnd fine, and there were shoals of
porpoise diving and curvetlng in the offing,
which 1s not only n slgn of falrweather, but
Al uny
rate, the great bag Is evidently brim-full,
a8 it rises higher und higher, we

hedved into view. Besldes, a fresh south-
ensteriy breecxe Is blowing nmnd driving
gredt, foaming rollers through the net,
tossing its thronging contents up and down
.and sweeping them Into struggling wind-
rows. The drumfish are gettiug as much
aronsed a# thelr sloggish tempernments
admit; they fop and pound, and knoek the
wind out of .the hupless lesser fish who
happen to lle within reach of their talls.
The turtles, whose range of faclal expres-
slon and bodlly gesture ls strietly lmited,
are unable to express actite emotion; they
clamber on the backs of thelr comrades
In trouble ns epportunity serves, and are in
turn overwhelmed and burled out of sight
by the Ilatter when a buge wave sweeps
burtllng through and dashes everyihing into

il

hiteh upward given by the stolid fishermen -
this world of fish gets packed more solldly "

s
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pew confusion. And stlll the Hmpassive
fishiermen keep on hasling on their ropes
und forcibg this strange, wultiform, glisten.
ing, tdopping, silvery-brown, striated ag-
grogation luto the unwelcome world of air.
There Iz perheaps oot wuch range of char-
acter lu fish, but we are getting dll there
12 now. v

Half an hour's steady work has fetched
the net as high a8 1y neccessary for the hext
get In the dramue. The “baunl" must now
be transferred to the tatiks or boxes yuwn-
Ing# for It on the eastorn slde of the enclos-
bk |
For thls purposé a scoop-net or dredge Is
brought Into play.. It 18 a yard or so in di-

ameter, and about ag deep, mude et to &

hesvy Iron elng, aud utinclied to two ropes,
the other ends of which are fn the hands of
two men on opposite sides of the enclosure.
It swings cout in midair, hovers hawk-like
for & moment, and then deops with u side-
long splush into the writhing, wriggling
winss on the windwitrd side. Thence It ¥
bauled steadily and quickly soross the whoie
breadth of the enclosure, scoopitug in whnt
ever lles In Its path. The operators of the
maching, from o due regard to the sensiblli-
ties of the spectntors, iy to so gulde its
conrse s to entrap ome of the big drmmfsh;
we all bend engerly forward to witch, snd |
the young Iady’e elbow aforementioned
seenis to bechie twlee #s sharp A5 ever.
The net hilf catehes tie blg fellow, but Just
gs as he lg about to he uplifted skyward a
luclky fop throws him out, and down he

Eplashes among hly brothren, amil a
general  shout of  sympathetic  Ap-
planse. But a bundred of the smaller
fry ‘were snared, aBd are  swuag

aloft, fiashing and Rippmg, and some of the
very suiallest arve foreed through the meshes
by the welght of the rest, und drop glitter-
Ing down. Up ewings the dredge, und I8
seized by outreachlng hands above and vpset
't the tnnk with a dull, sickenlng thud.
One of the swarthy mariners, standing there
with boots midleg high nnd e snlekersee in
his band, gashes with muwrderons stuls the
skntes, the dogfish and the other detrimen.
tals, dnd tokses them out agaln to cxplre at
thelr lelsure. And down swoops the dredge
unoe more, F

Mennwhile one of those Ineorrigibie, benart.
brenking boys, bare-légged and capless, hos
actually elimbed down the side of the net,
ellnging thereto with brown, prehonsile voes
uan(] fingers, and basg seizéd ol half n Josen
lavge weakfish, which bad Beey csught in
wrinkles of the net, and is now climbing
back ngaln, «laden with hls spoll. A big
wave comes shonldering along, and engulfs
Him almozt entirely, breeches, Jacket and
all; but It never phases him. Soaked, but
trilumplant he emerges, fish In habd, and
continues his ascent, and now be and his
booty wre snfe ashore. Certalnly, as Charles
Dhudley Warier siye, belog a boy = a4 great
thing, though T am wot sure thak it doesn’t
roquire prll'llca to make a real success of it.

O, these are stirring times! COne crowd-
ed howr of glorlous Mife like this 1z worth
a woeld withont a scoop-net. The blne
Atlantio heaves and fonms aronud us, the
#alt breeze sings in our ears, the hine
anan is above us. The young lady's elbow
seems to have grown imh with my
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The serried crowd eranes and stares like o~ o
4ne man—or, rathér, woman—and a com- ol
won emotion thrille them. The fAkhermen /Af'z- e ‘%f

alepe, the magiclans who thus play upon
our feellnges as upoen a barp of many
strings, retaln thelr rhadamanthine eom-
posure, nnd coutinue to ply thelr fatil
aroop as steadlly as Atropos her ehears,
It hovers, It swoops, It engulfs within lta
Iron jaws lis multltodinovs prey. And
thls Hme It has falrly coriiered ons of the
blg dArommers—nay, two of them at once!—
#ndl thelr huge nivuths gape and thalr
strong talls thump, but they, too, iike tha
glonming butterfish and the plump soa-
perch, must yield to fate, ““Ihey'll send
‘em to. Pittsburg,’” affirme a snity-looking
personage in my viclnity; “they eat ‘em
there—don't know no better!” This In
anpther advantage of lving In a big coun-
Ly,

Here comes the dogiish, gnashing Its
sharky teeth.and the brobdingnag stingaree,
Ignobly ending its venomous cureer; and
the undemonstrative turtle, hls brown carns
pace all Inerosted with while llmpets, evi-
dences of 4 slothful existener, , And the
shower of sllvery ones pours on  Inter-
minably, and overtiows the tank, and shim-
meérs upon the platform, & =lght to Inspire
A poet of 168 to 1, What a habltatlon the
ofepn must be, since this Infinlissimal
speelmen of its Inhabitants looks so huge
and geplendld to our unnecustomed garel

There—it s over! The deputles of fare
forbear, and hang up thelr Insatiable on-
gitte. Thousands remaln in thelr pirison,
but they will serve s s nuclens for to-
mworrow's tragedy., The hollow rQuire re-
luctantly unsguecres [tself nnd moves
away; even that eibow, which I thonght
wan rooted In my system, eradleates ltesl
nt Inst. It s heif-past eleven—ilne for the
mur? bath.

*“It jast hents ‘em ml,” motters the old
lady, putilng ber it deralght snd shaking
out bher skirts, “an’ it don't cosnt nothla'
extry, eether!™
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Jealousy at Pleasure Bay.

One Plaz#a Mald—1 hear that Millie gets
her corly hair n.ltnrull_r from her father.

Another—I dare say. Somebody sald he
Was o barber,

POINT PLEASANT PLEASURES.

An Exciting Yacht Race Divides In-
terest in the Episcopal Church
Fair of St, Mary's-by-~the-Sea.

Point Pleasant, N. J., August 1L—The
most exciting yacht raee of the kepsoy
here touk place on Suturday, when the fust
bodts of Polut Pleheant raced with those
of the Briclle nnd Mupasquan flésts over a
ten-mile conrsé, There were two Brielle
and two Polnt Pleasant yachts, and both
prizes were eaptured by the Brielle boats.
The challenge cup, which has been held
here for two years, was won by the Nau-
nie, Captaln George Builey. The Van, Cap-
tain ¥, O. Balley, ¢ameé In second, belng
two minutes and ten” seconds behind the
Nunnke; the one to win third place was
the Erminle, belonging to Captain William
Cooke, a prominent New Yorker who s
summering bere, while the Gertle, owped
by Captatin Rod A. Clark, wae the last bn, |
baing Lwelve seeouds bebind the Erminle.

The Judges were Mr. Charles O, Cooke, of
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New York, nnd My Nicholsan, of Newark.
The race was a veiy Close and intunﬂnl
one,

Mr. George M. [rodley. of Washington,
I, €., I& summering ot the Lawrenoe eot-
tige with hin fumily.

The ladles of the Episcopal Chiurch of
St.-Mary's-hy-the-Sey beld a falr in the
belredere of the Lelghton on
afternoon and evenlss-

HSanntor Welman, of Bmk'm ‘1& “
family, (& summering 4t ihe Sea ﬂur. e

Mrs, Hestar Byres ;\d the Misses Byros,

of New York Gity, ary stopplug at the Son-
neheim, L

Artivals st the Hesort Houo -P. B
Richardson, Mrs. B. - Lambert, Mrs, A;
M. Platt, Chiarles H, DUngan, Mr. and Mre,
8. Spencer Reott, Miss Josenhlne Boott, F.
. Maade. Fred Y. Yoates, DR . O
Norton,

At the Stratford are My: &#%d Mre, B. T.
Greene, Mr. snd Mrs. Jo B. Ridew,
Misk Lee, Mra: E. Chrigtin® Lenwden, Ea.
ward 3. Kells, Mrs. 8§ J. Bery and Mra.
Eutherine Borey.

Bencon-by-the-Ses—F. P. Evany, Pawsrd

Mr, and Mrs. Thomas L. Smith, Mf. #od
Mrs. H. Q. Panl
Leighton—Itev, and Mrs. Thomus Gullen-
des, Miss Portor, Miss Bostwick, Marion B
Mattiee, William A. Schoonmaskaer,
Duleiel, H, C, Heggs, J. D Beggs, L. Dy
Bugys, 1. T, Brféeneman, W, P, Porter,
Siotkton—¥r. nnd  Mra. Samuel T
Graham, Dr. C, M, Hay, Mr. and Mes. M,
Erown, Mrs. Buchanan, Mrs, Perelval Hells
ner, Mra. Barkwore, Mre. Abel Cukils Hunt,
Mirs Kathrrn Kidder.

BASEBALL AT BAYHEAD.

»
College Boys " Contribute to the
Round of Social Gayety st
the Bluffs.

Bay Hend, N. 1. August 1—The college
Inds v bo wre summering bere have forined
o hpseball niue to play with the leams at
the uclghboring resorts of Polut Pleasant,
Spring Lake, ete. This week they have
pliyed two gumes, winulng one from Polnt
Pleaknnt with a score of 17 1o 2, andl M
plng one to Spring Lake with a store of
11 1o 5.

A yachting party to Barnegnt Inlet in 15'
stoop racht Clloguot was given By ‘ta. .

The guests at the Bluffs will give a sub-
geription german this evenlngia the IW
assembly room.

J. A. Frazep, Mr. Schuyler Schiffiin, Miss
Bartells, Mre. Temple Bowdoin, ﬁ-m
Bulth snd Miss Lowber, of New York; Mr.
and Mrs, J. R Falrchild, of New York Oity,
were among the week's guests 'lt- *"
Blulrs.
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P. Clark, U, A. Barrattoni, H. D. Newson,
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Howard Clarke, Jr., on Tuesday. 'r‘
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