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COMMISSION 15 TO BLAME

Old Essex Market Building Might

Have Been Turned Into a
School for Many Scholars.

But the Gentlemen of the Sinking Fund

Frankly Admit That They Have Been
Negligent in the Matter.

Comptroller Fitch and Chairman Olcott, ‘of the Finance
Committee, on the Crying Need of More
Accommodations for Children.
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City Officials on the Situation.

. Ing the reference to this building

ter will be called up before the
tion.
done.,"—Compitreller Fitch,

of & committee,'—Mayor SBtrong.
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The gnggestion muade by the Journual that
there ls sentliig room for several thousand
selioo] ehildren to be had in the old Hssex
Mirkey bullding, n small portlon of ‘which
I8 now in use by Primary Sechool No, 87,
has forvad the Sinking Fund Commlssion-
ery to mdmit that they have been negligent
in the work of securing accommodations
for the thousands of applleants who huve
beon tupned from the doors of IBast Slde
publie sehools

The old moarket 18 a four-story brick
structitte, oceupylng  alfiost nn entire
blokk. Batween S00 and 900 ehildren now
stidy beneatly its roof. TL might ensily be
mude to gecommodnte between 2,000 and
8,000, An Investigation of the reason why
advantage ha* not been taken of thls op-
portuuity Auafly-fixes the bame upon the
Binking Fund Commissloners.

“It is muech {o be regretted that this clty is so sorely in need of

school bulldings, and we have probably bezen neglectful of the pos-

_ sible relief which the old Egsex Market offers. * * * Since read-

have determined to call the matter up at the next meeting of the
Commission. —Chalrman Oleott, of the inFance Committee,

*“The Commisglon will meet agalnh in a few days, and the mat-

It has been up several times lately, but nothing has been

*I really don't know how that matter sl.and?. It is In the hands
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in the Journal this morning, I

full Commisslon for econsidera-

99

ﬁpcr!ntonflent Snyder hes made an earn-
ext effort to sceure the entlre bullding for
gehool purposes.  The uppor floor. 18 &t
nside for meetings of the Exempt Flre-
ten's Assoelitlon, wlileh oceur only once a
month. (Thls place was granted the flre-
men by an act of the Leglsiature, They de-
clare thelr perfect willlingness to give up
the immense hall for school purposes
another meeting plnce 1s provided for them.
Thils mnst be dong from the Binking Fund
and with the Sinking Fund Commission it
has bLeen resting.

The Sinking Fund Commlssion consists of
the Mayor, the Comptroller, the Recorder,
the City Chamberlaln and the chalrman of
the Finanee Committee of the Board of Al-
dermen.

The Mayor sald yesterday: ‘T really don't
know how that matter stands, It is In the

. SGHOOL GLOSED AGAINST
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FORGETTING HER ARITHMETIG.

Here, in this great city,where thero is
suppoaed to be every adeantage for edu-
cation, it in an oufrage that a child
should be arpaid that she should “forget
her nrithmetio” bgoause she is unable to
geciire accommodations at sehool. Poor
little Maggis Hayden, who docsn't like
“having nothing to do ail doy” should
bring ghaima to the heart of each mem=
ber of the Commigsion on ‘hew not
to do i, and each occupant of @
wtool in New York's ' Circumlocution
Offioe.”

Maggie Hayden is af an age when it
is imperative for the public good that
she should not have “nothing to do all
day.” Her father, Michael Hayden, is
a hard-working, conscientions, sober
mechanic, who, though he pays no divect
tazx upon veal estate, is indiveotly taxed
in the rent le pays for his modest but
olean tevnement. Hiz child is as mich
or more entitled to publio education ag
any Fauntleroy youngsterwhoese parents
are aksessed in more than Yive fiqures.
In the locality in which the Haydens
live thero are many reasons why ohil-
dren of Maggic's aye slould not be on
the streets.

Parks are far away—too far Yor fre-
quent visits—and bitile girls will spend
moneay ror candy in preference to rides
on street cary. It iz nevcessary that [y
clildyven of Maggic's years should not
be perpetually housed wp.

Maayie Hayden and lhundrods of
other idle children who are willing to
cudgel their wits over avithmetic, gram-
mar and geography, present a problem
that the eity officiale must golve at once.

Maggic lag written in her copy-book
*Satan finds some mischief still for idle
Rhands to da,”" bt that will not sace her
Jrom templation. Nor will anything
shift the responsibality for this awful
risk fron the shonlders of those respon-
gible for the delay in providing a (lesk
and seat in a clags room for guch little
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(Translation.)

I don't llke having nothing to do all day and want.to get in to school T am forgettiig my arithmetic I
am golng to go to No. 18 if I can ever get i

MAGGIE HAYDEN (aged 9.

Linnds of a committes, and has bhesn He-

|| fore the Board, but that 15 about all T oad

say of 1"
~, Fiteh on the Situntion.
It I8 troe,"’ stld Comptrofler Fltel, “this
questlon was referred to n sub-cominittee,
eonglsting of the Cliy Chaumberinin and my-
geif, and General MeCook has exnmlned the
old Essex Market nnd finds that the Ex-
‘empt Tlremen's Assoclation has o Inrgoe
quantity of histonleal relles in this hail, and
It would be bmpossible for them 1o leave
unless’ some depository for these things
wore ficst provided. DBesides, the wet of tho
Leglslature, whiel gave tlie assoclntlon
thelr privileges nnd quarters nlso tequires
the Bluking Fund Commisstion to foarnlsh
them with other quarters before removing
them from the old Hesex Market. The Cont-
miskion has accordingly multle several ef-
forts to obtulon other places, but withont
avall, We thought we could trinsfer them
to o house In Seventeénth streel, but
learned that it was to be used for ether pur-
poses. We then figured on a place in ‘Twen-
ty-sixth street, but were lnter lnformed it
had 10 be vsed by Belleyne Hosplinl. The
Commisston will meet again In a few days
and the matter will be call® pp before thi
full Commisston for consideration. Tt has
been up several tlmes lagely, but nothing
Lis been done.'

Chuirman Olcott Regrets.
W. K. Oleott, the chulrfinn of the Flnance
Commitiee of the Board of Aldermen, sald
yesterday: *It Is certainly eminontly aps

tated at this thme. It [ niuel to be relrer
ted that this o

gehool butliin-

proprinte: that this subject should be agl.

Beventeenth streot, hut nothing come of 1t,
as tho firemen oljeot to going there.

“I think the Jonrnal s dolug aogood thing
1 difecting attention to this erying noed of
tlie elty, No stone should be left unturneds
1 belleve the Journal’s work will be produc-
tive of posttive results, too. I renlly did
ot Enow, unthl I resd the Jourual's artlole,
that the Essex Market bulliing was uot
now used for school purposes.™

Two Sugzestions Offercd.

The DBoard of BEducatlon elnfus to bo
helpless in the motler of rellef for the
srmy of ohlldren wihieh has been turped
Friom the doors of the publlctschools of the
Bast Side. Of fourteen members of the
Bourd ouly twe offered suggestions yester-
day for the immediate senting of the chil.
dran who had been unabie to gain adimis-
Elon in the congested districts.

Dr, Phllip Meirowits suggested tbhat balls
anud churches be Livd,

Emile Begeville proposed that in the adis-
tricfs. where it I8 Hevesis half-day ses-
slons be held to aceommodate nll of the
chlldven who apnly.

COther metbors of the Board offer no
plan, saying Immediate retlef 15 out of the
nestlon nnd thot the Wiame for the sltua-
thon rests with the Htare Leglsinture and
the Bodrd of Tistimate und Apportionment.

In reply to Dg Melvowltz's suggestion
that hulls or churches be rented, the mem-

hers of the Committes on Bulldigs and the | onn

Flnance Committes of the Bosyd urge two
obJectlons, They sny there I$ no money at
the dispoattion of the Bonrd for this pur-

ot pnd that in the wards where the chil-
dren haye been foroed ont the
able hieea for aeh,go“ld:ph U i

“We hove ransncked the Enst' Slde.’! gald
Charles L, Holt, ‘‘without being able to
find  ahy &ort of o bulldlng sultable for
school purposes that would meet the -
quirements of the luw, that =

s sorely In fer” %
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new schools will nlways render it impos-
sible for any Board of Edueation to meot
the densinds of the inerepsing population
of the clty for more schonls. They declare
it requires ghout two years' time from the
moment the Board determines to erect a
fiéw scliool Vulldlung to wlituess its com-

pletion,

“Ta begin with,"” explalued Jadoh W,
Mack, “the Legislature must be t:atitlo_md
to authovize the Igsne of bonds. Thatl
must be done before thie work of the Com-
mittee on Sites of the Board of Education
can even begin, When the commlttee does
bezin work and conslilers the varlous pleces
of property avaiable, and the conditions
thint surround ecel for heif o mile in all
directions, nund the Bonrd has approved e
work, then the shirvey is ordeved and re-
pnrtud. All this consumes several months,
Then the Supreme Conrt must be pecltioned
toa pP'nlnl' o Bonrd of Appralzers, It fakes
sometlmes as long &2 six months to get the
wppralsers named.  Then (hey anfiodnce

that they will meet In o month or =o.

“When {he appralsers do mept the prop-
erty must be gone over carefully and o re-
port made to the Bonrrd. Bither the Board
5r the property owners may appeal from
the valuatlops fixed by the appraisers. That
menns more delity.  Finnlly after all this
{5 gereed upon, the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment wust be asked to advertlss
u‘mi soll the réguisite amount of bonds, nnd
thent bids enan be advertised for nud the
contract let. Al thig, mind you, must be
gone throngh with before the aciual work
an be begun, Alout a year Is diwnys re-
%ulm:st for the aciual work of constroe-

o,

“Ome reason for the congestion,” sald
Charles B. Hubbell, “ls thal siroiig u-

Aees exlet among mothers about where'

thely ehildren shall wo =» sohe
schools are hadly ero« =
rom ta spere i
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(Translation.)

I have been golng to school far the three years but it

in1

I havent been to school here and my papa heard that it wou

good to try to get me in here we moved here last April

JESSI T QUACKENBUSH (ten yor

WANTS TO LEARN HISTOR)
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