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French Women Rave Over the
New Duchess Because She
Can Wear Trimmings.

Laces and Soft Things Round the
Neck Are All the Rage

in Paris.

LADY BLACKWOOD'S RUFFLES.

Princess Maude's Lady-in-Waiting Tries
on Thrftgs for the Bride Prospective,

and an Orleans Bride Must
Travel'AII in White.

iuud, Dec. 2*..When I went to a mod¬
iste's to see a certain model this morning
she was dressed In a wrap that was being
Inspected by an emissary of Lady Terence
Blaekwood. Her little American ladyship
buys *11 her wraps and cloaks ready made,
and she Is not stingy in selecting them.
She has $10,000 a year as dower from her
American father, and she appreciates the
importance of a good street appearance.
She is at home now with a young son, but
her companion selects her robes for her.

Ailee, the model, stood with her lady¬
ship's wrap upon her, the picture of queen
ly bearing. The Elizabethan ruff of white
silk around her throat gave great dignity
to the carriage of her head, and, though
the ruff was three inches deep all the way
around, it did not hurt Ailee's prettiness
or Interfere with the movements of her
head.

I learned a thing or two about those full-
neck ruffles that are becoming so fashion¬
able again. They are good if set low uponthe neck of the cape. High, they are an
abomination. But low they quite support,
and prettily frame, the chin and cheek.

Her New Elizabethian Ruff.
(Sketched in Paris.)

The Countess of Castellane's New Cloak.
(Sketched in Pariah

Queen Elizabeth wore hers as no other
woman ever has, except the I aru
men of January, 1896.

mn<,u-The little cape for Lad^
wood was black velvet. There were ten
yards of velvet in it. The front consisted
of three very full box plaits that fe
straight from a broad yoke. The back w a.

precisely the same. The 8le?Yefn^ner.?rlnUlyfull black velvet ones, caught in a trinK y
way above the cuff.

sleeveThis catching down of the full sieevw
Is a feature of the Parisian sleeve now.
The cut of the sleeve is precisely as it was
In the early Autumn, lmmenseat fcho'^erand elbow and tight at th«' J1*"*--J^ertniysleeve is made to sag a little, by g

Thisit at the outside just above the cuff. This
is done In the lining, or upon the outside
bv the placing of an Immense^ rosett^Lady Blackwood's cape worn by Allee, has
the cfineht-down place in the lining.There8 were epaulets upon the shoulders
of white silk, covered with point lace, and
the cuffs were white silk coveredI with
lace The white silk was dull, pun>oseiyso? and the lace fairly laid out upon it like
frost fretwork a people shop-There are many lntere»u"? fhe{u Is theping in Paris now. One of .enJ0 wedPrincess Maude. who 8 soo

gowusThe Princess does not buy £ jv;in.waiting.and v,-raps, but 8the interesting to watchand it is almost as i
princess,her as It would i'l^ who snow shop-The little lady^n-^alting parig lg aping for Princess

dark also, butbrunettte. ^he Princess y.ln-Waitlng.she isn't as
beautiful princessesStrange that ownnar *
, companions!should choose such lonely : P& travellingI watched her tryi S

It can-t becloak for the 1 rinces -

Windsor whenthe one she^^iU wear ir
with Princeshe starts North for l>enm

mU8tCarl upon the weddln^Journey^be for the next day. ucy
ttc thatBecause it ^an^t8t°Vear whlte, nothinga royal bride mi.

..Aftrllne day. \Vbltebut white, upon her wedd g ^hitg bat,travelling dress, wnue
with white plumes-^aU ^jJite" outfits for aI saw one of tnese

.. ^n(j what dobride of the 0r^a"®nf^ Joak was? Why,you think her trave .1^ g g ^ baby robe,it: was smooth elder clot ,

home a brideSweet butlam^ve wedding Jour-would rather white elder clothfSn'Kl"» Jc,. toPP^W.as. Spe£«£r,^o( .

retired for
a rage here thatsuelo Is m,a^'7rfnnhle is being named aftereverything imag: wohien lu\ore her andher. The 1 ren

You spe Consuelo Isworship her pictures^ anything a Frenchall neck, and f juei eg ber iu8twoman loves it Is nec
he fftCe

SO much more cbanc^ Bernhardt has awith delicate
million francs In goldstanding off"h wiu lengthen her neck byto the man who .lhle*fthout klUing her.as much as an int

bl flat tblngThe Marlboroug .

Consuelo andrhehDuk°eOPwear She under the hat Itself;
be under the

you about the Prln-Dlfl\l;iudes cfoakf It Is purple and Itces9 Maude s cio
mUst have yourfgg Hn"k drag Did you know it? A

cloak that drags tells everybody that you
came in a carriage. It Is only the yul0arestof olebians that wear a short cloaU.
The trimming of the cloak was put. 0

separately. These French women do beat
the Dutch in thinking of thlnm. 1eputting on your trimming eAery time you
8
The trimming In this case was In the

shape of a long collar-like neck rigging
reaching to the floor in £r°Jlt' borderedthe neck high and close. It was Dorcierea
with rough black sable, and was a ^ra ded
pattern upon purple satin. No one coma
help admiring it, though I will say that
none but a pretty woman ought to wear it.

\liee showed me many more cioaks that
da, tatXdld (or ""VJ/.she allowed me to see the Countess Pour
tales try on her wrap.the one sue is w
wear rrom the opera house to her own ball
next month-

l^ouely fleu;
Ijr^erie.

Daintily Indeed Does the Up-
to-Date French Woman

Envelop Herself.

Garments That Are Part of
Herself Because Not for

Other Eyes.
Filmy White Creations Be-Laced and

Be-Frilled in the Most Deli¬
cate of Fabrics.

A FAIR YOUNG BRIDE'S " NITEYS."

The Equipment of a Fashionable Woman
in Expensive Underwear Is Not the

Least Formidable Task in Organ¬
izing Her Trousseau.

Nowhere does the art of your true Pa-
I risian manifest Itself more delicately than
In the fashioning of women's underwear.
Lingerie is the dainty word they apply to
it. Lingerie! What a soft, suggestive
sound it has! It breathes of whiteness, of
tenderness, of filmy lace, of things that
float and do not rustle, of delicate per¬
fumes, of the dazzling skin of fair women.

How shall one begin
to describe these
things? In the trous¬
seau of a young lady
soon to be married
the night gowns are

made very full, of the
sheerest linen and
finest batiste. One
gown is linen,
made very full, with
ruffles of the same,
the ruffles being hem-
stitched. Another
one of the gowns had
a square yoke, made
of very fine tucks
and Valenciennes lace,
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with a very full
ruffle around the
yoke edged with nar¬
row Valenciennes lace.
There were some

very lovely silk
night gowns also,
made rather plainly.
And then the chem¬

ises! They were made
of silk, linen, and
dotted muslin. The
silk ones were cut
round in the neck
and trimmed with full
lace ruffles. The linen
gowns were cut
square, with e m-
broidered ruffles. The
dotted swlss were cut
round.
As for petticoats,

nothing could be
more gorgeous. Some
were made of silk,
and others of very
heavy satin. The one
illustrated in the
sketch is of rose-col¬
ored satin, figured.
The top flounce is of
lace, the heading be¬
ing covered with
black satin bows.
And.but there are

garments to which
one can refer only by
innuendo. They are
none the less worthy
of the art that is
brought to bear on
all the other branches
of lingerie, and they
none the less deserve
the sympathetic scru¬
tiny of art lovers.
They are made very full in France, these

garments of which I speak. They come
only to the knees, and are cut up on the
side a little bit. They are always made
with a yoke band, and are very much be-
frilled with lace and jaunty little bows at
the side.
The stockings were of the finest lisle

thread, and some woollen, of the finest and
softest. The stockings are either open-
worked or embroidered. Some of the silk
ones have lace set in over the ankles.
More important, as having a more in¬

timate bearing on a woman's external ap¬
pearance, are the corsets. French corsets
are very short Indeed, and give the figure
a nipped look so characteristic of the
French woman.
Two were white satin, and two black

satin, and two very dainty colored ones
embroidered with Dresden designs. The
black satin corsets were pinked out with
little colored flowers.
French women are gradually adopting

the low-heeled English shoe for walking
purposes, but for the house slippers with
Louis Qulnze heels are worn. Those of
black satin are the best liked.
And when the French maid or matron

of to-day has equipped herself with every¬
thing most charming in the snowy fabrics
that cling nearest her person, and really
seem more a part of her personality than
her dresses, for the reason that they are
supposed to be sacred from outside observa¬
tion.when she Is entirely satisfied In
that respect she turns her attention to the
toilet. Here the question of eyebrows
presents itself.
The French woman devotes a great deal

of attention to her eyebrows. She regards
them as an all-important feature which it
Is the privilege of the canaille to neglect
if they choose. Their shape, color and con-
dltion are the object of constant solicitude.

[ Hence, there are all manner of devices for

5I?<? latest ii} Parisian iii?g<?ri<?.
coaxing them to grow where needed most,
eliminating them where not wanted, groom¬
ing them, making the hairs lie in the right
direction, and changing the color if neces¬

sary. .. , _

An eyebrow "lay-out Is found on every
well-appointed dressing table nowadays.

Work of the Truffle DogT-
["Chicago Dally News.]

A truffle dog Is a very zealous worker. If he

were to make himself too officious his com¬

panion would fall on and worry him. All th8

truffles do not grow underground, and in such

a case the first few are gathered by the dogs
from the surface. Occasionally the man Is able
to pick one or two for himself. They are not

quite ready for taking, however. No animal
seems to be attracted by truffles only half

grown and Immature; the scent comes only
when they are ripe. A copse may be hunted
one day until apparently every truffle has
been collected, and yet if visited after a short
interval will probably vield as many as be¬
fore. Until they are mature the dogs cannot
find them.
Just as in the case of mushrooms, this stage

may be reached at any size. Truffles have been
obtained two pounds in weight, and half that
size is common; but the dogs sometimes make
'as much fuss over one that has ripened at.
the size of a pea as is created by the greatest
monster. It often happens also that time is
wasted owing to the fascination exercised by
truffle spawn. It appears to smell like ripe

iuchess Maria Annunciata, Lady Superior.
truffles, for they scratch and whine over it,
and will not be satisfied oven when their mas¬
ter opens the soil and lays bare the grayish
white mildewed looking earth.
Every time a truffle is found the dogs stop

and look at the pocket where the bread is, in
a begging attitude, and do not begin to hunt
again until after the "repay." Food is doled
out in the tiniest morsels, and yet before the
day is over, though they still mechanically ask
for the reward, they cease to eat it. They are
the most tireless creatures imaginable. The
assiduity of one in particular is extraordinary.
She works from dawn until dark, collecting in
that time nearly eight pounds of truffles, and
yet with as much briskness and apparent enjoy¬
ment for the last as for the lirst.
"She has the brains of a whole litter In her,"

says the owner gravely. Her mother only had
one puppy at her birth, and he sincerely be¬
lieves that the talents which might have been
divided between five or six were concentrated In
one.

Lots of Fun Ahead.
[Chicago Times-Herald.]

Some of the more extreme Republicans of the
House are anxious to have a little sport with
Mr. Cleveland, in retaliation for the fun which
Mr. Cleveland expects to have with them on the
question of retiring the greenbacks and protect¬
ing the Government's store of gold. In order
to get back at the President most effectively
they say they will introduce resolutions for the
Investigation of the various phases of the Ad¬
ministration's foreign policy. One member wants
to go into the Corinto affair with a view to
showing how the blessed Monroe doctrine was

there torn Into tatters by the ruthless claws of
the British lion. The favorite scheme, how¬
ever, appears to bo an investigation of the Ha¬
waiian episode. The particular effort to irritate
and discredit the Administration Is believed to
have the sanction of Mr. Reed. In case the
House does go into this sort of thing, before
the Winter is over we shall probably get lots of
fun for our money.
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prom Cloister
to tf?<? /War.

Boudoirs Instead of Dreary
Cells and Other In¬

novations,

Fine Preparatory Schools for
Matrimony Are Certain Aus¬

trian Nunneries.

The Inmates Are All Noble, and the
Abbesses Nearly Always of

Royal Blood.

REALLY CANDIDATES FOR MARRIAGE.

The Enthronement Recently of the Arch¬
duchess Maria Annunciata in the

Prague Stift Was a Pompous
and Regal Affair.

A nunnery of which the inmates are per¬
mitted to hold unrestrained intercourse
with the world, in which the apartments
are sumptuous and cheery boudoirs in¬
stead of dreary, barren cells, should cer¬

tainly bo named anything but a cloister.
Yet five such institutions are maintained
under this misnomer in the Austrian Em¬
pire.
The nuns who there find shelter are all

improvident members
of the nobility and
are not at all vowed
to celibacy.
One of these his¬

toric retreats, the
Prague Stift, has
been prominently be¬
fore the public of
late through the im¬
posing installation of
last month of a new-
lady Superior in the
person of the Area-
duchess Maria An-
nunciata. The charm¬
ing young superin¬
tendent, who is the
second daughter of
the Archduke Karl
Ludwig, the brother
of Emperor Franz
Joseph, was appoint¬
ed by His Majesty to
the vacancy created
by the Archduchess
Carolina Immaculata.
whose hand was given
in marriage to Prince
August Leopold, of
Coburg.
The Austrlans ad¬

dress the head of this
institution as Her
Royal Highness, the
Abbess," etc.. even
when the office is
held by a woman not
of royal blood.
Judging from the

record of the Prague
Stift, the abbesses
have furnished bad
examples to the
nuns. Most of them,
after a very brief re¬

gime, have exchanged
the jewelled crook
for the bridal
wreath. Maria The-
rese, a daughter of
the victor of Asperu,
was married to Fer¬
dinand II., King of
the Sicilies; Maria
Parlstine became the
spouse of King Al¬
fonso XII.; Marga-
retta Sophia, a sister
of the present incum¬
bent, is the wife of
Duke Albrecht, heir
presumptive to the
throue of Wuertem-
bvrg. It seems, in
fact, that the en¬

thronement of a new
abbess serves as a re¬

minder to the young
princes of Europe contemplating matri¬
mony that the lady is now ready to con¬

sider desirable proposals.
Notwithstanding the secular character of

the Stift the ceremonies connected with
the enthronement of an abbess are fully as

pompous as those associated with a similar
event in a purely religious monastery. In
the case of Maria Annunciata they lasted
almost a week. Her Majesty's father, the
Archduke Karl Ludwig, represented the
Emperor. He was assisted by Count Thun
and Count Boucquol, both emissaries from
the imperial court. To Insure the smooth
carrying out of the programmme a thorough
rehearsal took place on the day prior to
the enthronment. It began with a gran¬
diose procession from the Koenigsburg to
the Stift, where the noble nuns, all dressed
in immaculate white of the richest fabric,
joined it.
The pretty abbess wore an all black silk

dress, with puffed sleeves, Stuart collar
and a long train, carried by twelve pages.
Her head was adorned with a magnificent
diadem of diamonds, a large diamond cross

sparkled on her bosom and a string of bril-
liant3 encircled her neck. ,

At the door of the Stift chapel, which
had been transformed into a veritable
flower garden, Count Schoenborn, the Car¬
dinal Archbishop, handed- the holy water
to the Archduke and the abbess. Twelve
imperial chamberlains of ancient Bohe¬
mian families escorted the latter as a guard
of honor into the church, where the ladies
and lords of the Bohemian nobility and the
functionaries of the Austrian court, army.
State and navy, and of the municipality
were already gathered. The Archduke
walked to a covered throne, near the altar,
and vis-a-vis in the ladies' choir sat the
Archduchess Maria Annunciata ensconced
in cushions of velvet.
The ceremonies connected with the read¬

ing of the liturgy and the chanting were

uncomfortably lengthy, but some relief
was afforded by the brilliant singing of
high-salaried professionals.
Then followed the Investment, the put¬

ting on of the official mantle by the ab¬
bess and numerous other fatiguing cere¬

monies, such as the dedication of the Insig¬
nia of the ring and the shepherd's crook.
The benediction of the Cardinal closed the
first day's festivities. The succeeding day*
were marked by a series of banquets and
soirees resembling rather a secular feast
than a religious celebration.
The inmates of the Prague Stift are not

all fortunate, matrimonially speaking,
as the abbesses have been. They are all
daughters of the impoverished nobility,
whose ancestors have rendered valuable
services to the State, and who for this rea¬
son are well cared for by the State in this
institution, and receive, besides, an annual
pension of from 1,200 to 1,500 florins each.
In the world, as well as in the cloister,

all wear the nun's dress, which is seldom
changed for the more variegated garments
of fashion, unless the charms of the
wearers have captivated some affluent
noble.
To the abbess of the Prague Stlft belongs

the right to crown the Qu«en of Bohemia.
The stlfts date from the beginning of the
eighteenth century.

Perils of Birds.
[Cornhill Magazine.]

It seems almost incredible that a bird should
break its wing in midair by the mere exertion
of flight; yet four such accidents have been
reported within the past two or three years.
A gentleman, while quail shooting near the
pyramids, flushed an owl, and mechanically
raised his gun, without any intention of firing,
when, to his utter surprise, the bird twisted
in its flight and fell to the ground as if shot.
On examination the astonished sportsman dis¬
covered that the poor owl had bracken its
wing.
Birds that employ hair in building their

nests sometimes come to grief by hanging, but
I should say very seldom indeed in the fol¬
lowing singular manner: A gentleman who had
a number of colts on his farm one day noticed
a small bird entangled in the long hair of the
tail of one of them. The little creature had
evidently been in search of material where¬
with to line its nest, and by some unaccount¬
able accident had become ensnared in the un¬
kempt hair of the colt's tail. Cases of birds
getting their feet entangled in bits of yarn
or string are not at all uncommon, especially
in the breeding season, and whenever the victim
of this kind of mishap happens to get the im¬
pediment fastened in a tree or among stones
death is pretty sure to be the result, unless
prompt human aid is forthcoming.
Finally, It may not be unfitting to glance

for a moment at the way in which birds regard
accidents to each other. I have seen them so
devoted as to try to carry off their dead, and
many instances are on record of birds en¬
deavoring to help each other in time of
trouble. An observer not long ago reported the
fact that he saw a sparrow trying to release
another who had become entangled in a piece
of horsehair attached to the bough of a tree.
A party of sportsmen out grouse hunting in

Ireland a year or two back came upon a pair
of grouse and discovered that the male was
totally blind of both eyes, and that his mate,
a fine bird, evidently ministered to all his
wants.leading him about, bringing him food
and keeping close beside him. Such devotion in
a bird is, I should say, almost without par¬
allel.

Metaphors Mixed Pp.
[National Tribune.]

During an exciting debate in the House of
Representatives the members sometimes indulge
In mixed metaphors. A member, referring to
one of bis colleagues, said: "The gentleman,
like a mousing owl, is always putting in his
oar where it is not wanted." In another speech
occurred this expression: "The iron heel of
stern necessity darkens every hearthstone."
And another member, in a very forcible and
dramatic manner, asked the House this start¬
ling question: "Would you stamp out the last
flickering embers of a life that is fast ebbing
away?"

Practical Building-.
[San Francisco Argonaut.]

A farmer in the Kansas cyclone/district was

building a stone wall. He was putting1 it there
to stay, building It five feet across the base
and four feet high. A stranger came riding
by, and seeing the care the farmer was taking,
said to him, "You seem to be mighty careful
about that wall." "Yep," replied the farmer,
"I'm 'er building her to stay." " 'Taint no
use," replied the stranger; "It'll blow over
just the same." "Wall, let her blow over;
she'll be a foot higher If tfiSe does," replied
the farmer, continuing his work.
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Qolle^e Qirls
ip Bloomers.,

Odd Sights in the Class.ooms'
of California's Uni¬

versity.
"Co-Eds" Discard Dresses and Skirts]

and Make Comfort Their
Watchword.

OTHER FEMININES GROW ENVIOUS.

Not Unlikely That Berkeley and San)
Francisco Young Women May Try

the Popular Costume in Every
Day Life.

San Francisco, Cal., Jan. 4..The Stata
University at Berkeley has a bloomer bri¬
gade, and the "co-eds" need no loneer,
look forward with horror to the rainy sea¬
son, which has heretofore meant to them
bedraggled and muddy skirts and dresses.

It is a novel sight in the university class¬
rooms nowadays to see a demure row of
young women in becoming bloomers, sit¬

ting, knees crossed and imbibing knowl¬
edge with an expression of comfort to
which they were strangers before they
banished skirts.

It is only a month since the university
bloomer project was given its inception,
but the movement spread with as great
rapidity as the excitement over the threat¬
ened war in England.
Berkeley girls are noted for their pro-

gresslveness. A little over a year ago
they put their heads together and invented
a rainy-day dress consisting of a skirt
reaching to a short distance above the
ankle. The limbs were incased in leather
leggings, and all hands wore common-
sense boots. Some of the girls were a
little bashful about donning this dress,
which is very like the costume so popular
with the feminine bicycle rider whom Na¬
ture never Intended should wear anything
but skirts, but they all finally came to ona
opinion that for convenience sake they
had best brave possible criticism.
From this to bloomers was an easy step,

and the giris swing about the place noW
with the air of veterans. Of course th«
incorrigible "boys" indulge in any amouiij
of good-natured chaffing, but the girls tak<
it all in good part and continue to weai
the bloomers.
The excitement created among the

Berkeley girls who are not college students
is quite tremendous, and It is not at all
unlikely that the example of the collegians
will be followed. Even in San Francisco
there Is talk among a good many young
women of taking advantage of the bloom¬
ers in the future more than In the past,
and It Is not unlikely that one of these j
fine days Market street will see the
bloomer in considerable quantities, worn
by the young women who set the pace in
fashion's world, and are greatly rejoiced
when comfort and fashion go hand la
hand. _
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A Lecture at the University of Pennsylvania.
(Sketched from life.)


