
Helpers of
Holy Souls.

ToReleaseTormented Spirits
from Purgatory. They

Pray Incessantly,
A Band of Women Whose Lives

Are Spent in Asking Mercy
for the Damned Dead.

Their Home on Eighty-sixth Street
Unique Among New York's Re¬

ligious Institutions.

A SACRIFICE TO EASE ETERNAL PAIN.

A Midnight Service at Which Nuns and
Society Women Joined in Dra¬

matic Devotion.No Peace
for the Flesh.

New York has a band of women whose
life Is devoted to praying for the dead.
There are a dozen of them, and they are

the only branch in America of. a new relig¬
ious order of France. The mother house
Is at No. 16 Rue de la Baroullliere, 1 aria,
and it Is not yet two years since the ladies
who form the New York colony left it for
America. They first secured very humble
quarters on Twelfth street, but as time
passed and wealthy and influential women
of the Catholic Church of New \ork be¬
came Interested and lent their assistance,
they removed from Twelfth street to
Eighty-sixth street.

' The order is known as the Helpers
of the Holy Soul and is devoted to
perpetual prayer for those in purga¬
tory. Night and day the good sisters
offer up their supplications for pardon.
These prayers are not always for members
of the Catholic Church, either, for many
a Protestant, impressed with the beautiful
lives led by these lioly womcu,

netition for the soul of some loved one

Sediate'statfIs J?n
there are many who find comfort I* the
Idea that a prayer or tv>o may bring acce b
of jov to the souls of beloved dead. Piot
«>itsin°ts freouently request such prayers.
The house on Eighty-sixth street where

tl .He'lP. of*the Holy Sou.., »r» located
differs outwardly in no way frofh the dozen
of brownstone residences beside it. A su
ver ulato on the door bears the Inscription
.'Helners of the Holy Souls;" nothing else
Indicates that within dwelis a company of
women devoted to probaWythemost poetic
religious idea the world has known sinceKiiilc Arthur instituted the quest for the

HAyverv" modern electric bell brought to
tho little square window in tlie entwine
liull a voung lay sister, her face framed in
the black fluting of theboniietoftlie oi^dor. She ushered me into a hall dai '

.

rSrtir&iS JK1M5%service i' entered the tiny first floor chapel
a little late, but no one noticed tl&ejnte£ruption, so absorbed weie all in the su
vice Many of the patronesses of tlie
house, known as lady ass0"£^of ill0,,resent. Among them ^^wTovk societvverv highest position in Nev loik society.The stations of the cross were being ccb
pbr'ilod. As the black-robed, pale-taceanu:i knelt before each silverplateonvv hick
is embossed the representations of the

-Vtions After that the worshippers
whUaeiUthe chof^ln, an"alcove'lang1 soft|quietly*'^ from "the hall liat^opeiiea on
tho n 1 tar and the mass was eel©prated in
memory of all the souls in need. After the
mass the priest disappeared, but the dudi-
(.nc(> still remained kneeling.
Most impressive of all, bo^eyer, wdB

the midnight service. A fiiendlv priest
came in and celebrated mass, 'lhe lady
associates, who participate in many of
the vows of the Sisterhood, were also
present, many coming in their caniages!'mm far distant parts of the city.

Vbout a dozen women beside the
had gathered in the chapel. Most heads

rtcvMiitlv bent, the owners endeavor-
in" to banish worldly thoughts and feel-iSIs. In that atmosphere, with those sur¬
roundings, even the least emotional musthaW something of religious> enthusi-
asm The altar glittered with light. 1>oz-
ens of tall tapers rose from tbe midst of
the masses of flowers and foliage that
covered the burnished figures, and trailed
over the white lace of the altar. Great
branching candlesticks held aloft other
tapers, whose white flames cast a pale re¬
fining light over the faces near it. The
fragrance of the roses, the lilies and the
carnations stole like Incense ov^ the room
and the voices of nuns softly singingcould be heard in the distance. In a bow er
of vines and flowers lax an Image of the
Infant Saviour, smiling sweetly, as though
the Divine Mother on the bracket just
above did not stand looking down upon a
crucifix, typifying the awful end of His
Urst earthly life. In an alcove across from
the infant Saviour was another laige
figure of the Madonna, bowered also wltn

'The priest entered. Two little red-robed
acolytes accompanied lilm, the larger car¬
rying the great Bible fr°ui ^iehbe was to read. The priest Was tall,
thin with bent shoulders, heavily lineji-face'and cyep deeply sunken. With Rever¬ential hands he opened the book and the
service one of the most extraordinary 1
have ever witnessed, began The theme of
all this prayer was that God will giant
mercy and blot out the sins of the still un¬
pardoned dead, making their souls fit lot
the heaven in which He dwells. After the
elevation of the host the sacrament was
administered to the Sisters, and then to
other Catholics in the congregation pre¬pared for it. In a line the Sisters knelt
before the altar rail, and one by one they
were given the holy wine. Then all rose,
and as thev walked down the aisle to their
places in the rear of the chapel on many
a face was seeu the rapt smile of exalta¬
tion which not even Raphael has quitecaught in his pictured faces of the saints.
Three masses were gone over in succession,
and when with 2 o'clock the priest ga^ehis benediction and the last notes oi the
uuns' sweet voices floated out on the air,
firm and musical in the belief that some
where in the great beyond a soul rejoicing
had floated up out of Infinite pain and
sorrow into infinite peace and test.

It is not alone in the chapel, although there
I* almost always at least one of the com¬munity bowiug before the altar in prayer.That the petitions of the Helpers of the
Holy Souls grow up. Their
to "pray, suffer and work. Their lives are
an abandonment in favor of the dead of all
the merit of their religious consecration,
the merit of their good works and the suf¬
frages or prayers Offered up by others for
them after death. In other words. they
suffer thai other souls nnty be released.
The order was founded thirty-five > ears

ago in Paris by Mere Marie de la Pru¬dence a pious French lady, whose mind
fro hi childhood had dwelt on the sufferings
of those in Purgatory. She died in l ans
during the famous siege of 1870. Since then
branches of the order have been established
In London, China and Belgium, and now In
America The house in London first occu-
pted by the order belonged to the artist
Turner, aud was the Mecca for many an
lovers who wandered over the little colonyoccupying it. Turner's picture gallery was
their first chapel.

, . ..The rule for the day In the convent is as
follows: Each nun when she awakes says:"My Jesus, mercy."
This Is to gain an indulgence of a hun¬

dred days for some soul. They repeat this

every time they kneel or pass before the
sacrament, and, silently, when they meet
each other. All their prayers end with the
words:
"Eternal rest grant them, O Lord, aud let

perpetual light shine upon them."
This, they are expected to repeat often

at other tlnie. When the clock strikes they
say:
"My God, we offer Theo for the relief of

the souls in purgatory all the acts of love
by which the Sacred Heart of Jesus glori¬
fied Thee at the hour whilst He was on
earth."
They say e'yery day the "Office for the

Dead," and after mass sing the "De I'ro-
fundis." The prayer, "0 Good and Very
Sweet Jesus," Is offered for all souls that
have been particularly recommended to the
society. At 9 every evening when the
clock strikes they recite the "De Pro-
fund is."
In addition to the prayers the work of

caring gng:ujtously for the sick is one of
their missions. The Sisters are of two
classes.choir! nuns and lay sisters. Their
novitiate lasts for < two years. Of the Sis¬
ters who form the New York community
some are French, some are English and
many, I have heard, arc in their own coun¬
tries of the highest rank. Indeed, one of
them, it is said, surrendered a coronet for
the habit of the order.

Their faces are invariably spiritual. In
their lives, as In their manner, they are
quiet, almost diffident, but with hearts
so open for sympathy to the woes of the
East Side that the Toughest man in the
rough neighborhoods they visit, it is said,
doffs his hat when one of the sweet-faced
nuns goes by, and the women who have
memories of aid given in times of sickness
and sorrow lil't their voices in honest,
if warm, expressions of gratitude. Woe
to the luckless urchin whose missent stone
makes havoc of the Sisters' basement win¬
dow. He is pounced upon by indignant
parents, who would merely smile if he had
cracked a stranger's head. The loss is
made good to the helpers with a celerity
that is the envy and despair of less for¬
tunate neighbors,- and to cap the climax
the offender, shining with soap and bash-
fulness, is marched in to express his peni¬
tence to the Sistei's, who spoil the effect
by smiling, kissing the child, and making
light of his offence.

SABOT MAKING INGOTHAM.
Where the French Peasant in New York

Sees a Sight That Is Familiar
to Him.

In the heart of the French quarter of
New York there is an old fashioned French
shoemaker who supports himself by carv¬

ing curious little wooden shoes, which he
sells to the poor French people In the city.
He has a complete monopoly of New York's
wooden shoe trade, and makes a comforta¬
ble living. The place In which the wooden
shoemaker plies his 'trade is the exact
counterpart of some Paris slum, and con¬
tains many people who are very glad to
give him their patronage. It Is located on

South Fifth avenue, just below Washington
square.
South Fifth avenue, with its dingy ele¬

vated railroad and noisy traffic, makes a
curious setting for this quaint little store,
made very dingy and dark most of the
time by the shadow of the "L" 'tracks, but
the shoemaker works away with his curious
old-fashioned tools, as if he were in the
heart of a Gallic forest. He uses few tools,
and these of a primitive sort.
The block of wood which is to be trans¬

formed into a comfortable aud neatly fit¬
ting sabot is first selected with great care.
To obtain satisfactory x-esults it must be
free from knots or cross grains. After
being selected it is secured in a vise, the
cornfcrs chipped off, and the form of the
shoe quickly developed. Next the rough
model of a shoe is securely fastened in
the vise, and the inside carefully scooped
out. .The tool generally used Is provided
with a long handle. At the end Is fas-]
tened -I sharp semi-circular knife. The
long handle gives the carver considerable
leverage while digging out the interior
arrangement of the shoe. This part of the
work requires much more skill than due
would imagine. A single slip of the sharp
knife might ruin the shoe, making it nec¬
essary for the work to be done over -again,
As the shoe nears bompletion, the carver
works cautiously. The interior of the sabot
is carved to conform closely to the shape
of the foot. Expert workmen on the sa¬
bot claim they can make a wooden shoe
which will fit the foot much more easily
and feel more comfortable and yielding
than the commonest sort of leather shoes.
The sabot manufacturer On South Fifth

avenue also makes shoes with heavywooden soles and rt>ugh leather uppers,which are worn by French laborers. In
the maufacture of these the shoemaker
also has a monopoly. The soles consist of
a single block of wood, out of which the
heel, instep and sole are carved. These
shoes are designed for rough use, and are
worn by the poorer French pfeople on the
streets.
There are different grades of shoes In

even this little shop. The cheaper sabots
are made of white pine, the fashionable
and latest style of dark walnut. Peoplewho cannot afford to pay as hi^h a price
as 25 cents for their shoes content them¬
selves with little white dugouts. The shoes
of dark, aristocratic walnut are never half-
solea. They wear out slowly. The sabots
are usually worn until they become so thin
that they split and break up into pieces.
Of late years the demand for wooden

shoes has fallen off more or less in the
French quarter of New York City. The
sabot is very seldom aeen nowadays on the
street, although still worn to some extent
by the poorest French people in their
homes In the high tenement houses. It Is
probable that the sabot maker of SouthFifth- avenue would have been obliged long
ago to give up his quaint trade had It not
been for the demand for- wooden shoes
created by th£ theatres. The stage managerwho stages, a comic opera, for instnnce, is
often obliged to provide shoes of appropri¬
ate pattern for his chorus of French peas¬
ants. A single order of this kind is enough
to keep the little shoemaker very busy for
weeks. Stage managers throughout the
city find the sabot manufacturer a very con¬
venient ally. It is much cheaper and verymuch more convenient to purchase the gen¬uine French article near one of the "L"
stations in New York than to send all the
way to some French provincial town for
them. So this quaint little artist is well
known to the theatrical profession and is
likely to prosper in his ancient trade for
many years to come.

GleOafor dirl
{-fas ©ArriOed.

She Is a Great Success'and Bids
Fair to Cut Out the Type¬

writer Girl.

Philadelphia, of All Places, Is the One
to Introduce Her to Contem¬

porary Notice.

A NIGHT WATCHWOMAN AS WELL.

The Local Branch of the Youngv Women's
Christian Association Has Made

the Innovation, and Is
Proud of It.

Philadelphia, Jail. 4..The new woman
has invaded another field of labor. She is
going to be an elavator girl. Strange that
some bright women did not think of it
before. It is slow, conservative Philadel¬
phia that introduces the elevator woman
to an approving public.
In the Young Woman's Christian Associa¬

tion Building, at Arch and Eighteenth
streets are two young women pioneers at
this line of work. They like it, too, and
say it is not nearly so hard or so un¬

pleasant as standing all day in a store.
The Association building is eight stories
high, and there Is a large amount of travel
up and down the elevators. The restaurant*
on the eighth floor is patronized not only
by the permanent and transient boarders

basement with the machinery, the en¬
gine and a furnace, he is seldom seen
above stairs, and might just as well be
counted out. Even the night watchman is
a watchwoman.
How did the young women learn to man

age the elevators? They were coached
by the engineer. After a few days' prac¬
tice he decided that they might be safely
trusted. His confidence has proved to have
been quite justitied, for there has not
been a single accident under their adminis¬
tration. No, not even a pinched finger.
Both young women are extremely bright.

One of the original elevator girls has just
been promoted to the position of assistant
postmistress of the Association. She
coached her successor, a pretty little
brown-eyed girl.
The other elevator woman is a deml

blonde, who wears glasses and spends a
great deal of her leisure tijne in read¬
ing. She is business-like and reserved.
The hours of work are long, but during

the middle of the day there is comparative¬
ly little to do. It is then that reading and
fancy work are allowed, £ach car being
provided with a small chair for the use of
the operator in idle hours. Even then the
rules prohibit members of the household
from gathering about the door of the ele¬
vator to That. There is 110 lingering of the
elevator woman to finish uncompleted con¬
versations while the impatient passenger
says uncomplimentary things under his
breath.
Each woman takes charge of her elevator

about 6 o'clock in the morning. She leaves
at about 10 o'clock at night. Both of them
board in the building. On alternate days
they are allowed several hours for shop¬
ping or visiting.
One of the most marked characteristics

of these queens of the elevator is their ex¬
treme dignity. Not even the face of the
matron in chief wears a more impressive
expression of responsibility. They have
been charged with the fact that into their
hands, for the time being, are given the
lives of the passengers. This settled grav¬
ity has Its use, for not even the giggles of
the most frivolous little passenger is proof
against the quenching qualities of -one of
their frigid glances.
No uniform is worn. The young women

are usually attired In simple gowns of
black cashemere, over which is tied a
white muslin apron. They have no op¬
portunity to exchange words with each
other as one elevator is up when the
other is down. Heads of the Association

^an'Ree-lSom
princesses.

There Are Eighteen of The.n,
All Married into Proud and

Ancient Families.

Only One Bears the Title in Her
Own Right, the Princess

of Noer.

SOME LIVE IN BEAUTIFUL PALACES.

The Princess Hatzfeld, Huntington's
Daughter, Occupies an Illustrious Po¬

sition, and the Princess Colonna
Is the Most Unhappy of All.

Accustomed though the Americans are
to see the fairest daughters of Uncle Sam
become the matrimonial prey of foreign
noblemen, it will doubtless be news to
many of them that there are no less than
eighteen women born on this side of the
Atlantic bearing the title of princess.
Of these only one is what is known in

Court phraseology as a princess in her own
right. She is the Princess of Noer, now the
wife of the Prussian Field Marshal, Count
Waldersee. She owes her title not, as do
the other American princesses, solely to
their marriage, bi^t to the creation of the
Emperor of Austria, who conferred upon
her the dignity of a Princess of Noer at
the time when, as a seventeen-year-old
girl, born and bred in New York as the

Helpers of the Holy Souls Kneel.
(Sketched from life by a Journal staff artist.)

of the Association, but also by crowds of
noonday shoppers.
The Assqciation has a number of rules in

regard to the etiquette of elevator travel
that are not strictly enforced on the ave
rage elevator. These are that there shall
b^. no loud talking. 110 laughter, no dis¬
tracting of the attention of the operator
from the arduous work of taking the car
skyward or earthward.
The elevators are two in number and

their motive power Is steam. A single
turn of an Iron lever sends the car up or
down as may be desired. The cars make a
trip on an average every three minutes,
and carry on an average a thousand peo¬
ple a day.
Two years ago, when the building was

opened, it was decided that so far as
possible women should be given an bppor-
tunity to do the work. The result is that
the only man about the place is the en¬

gineer. As his especial domain is the

speak in the most flattering terms of the
success of the experiment.
The elevator woman seems to have come

to stay, and it will probably be only a
question of time before they are introduced
In business houses, offjee and public build¬
ings, and perhaps hotels. The pretty
elevator girl bids fair to put the type¬
writer girl's.nose out gf joint.
The night watchwoman of the YoungWomen's Christian Association is a trusty,

elderly woman, who patrols the building
after it is closed on the lookout for pos¬
sible lire and burglars, and admitting late
coiners. She knows every boarder by sight,
and transient boarders who have been de¬
tained must satisfy her aS to their identity.She sees that no loud laughing or talking
Is carried on after closing hours, and
answers calls for assistance from any of
the boarders who may be taken ill. If
the case warrants it she sends for « physi¬
cian or notifies the matron.

daughter of David Lee, she became the
wife of Prince Frederick of Schleswig-
Holstein-Sonderburg-Augustenburg, the un¬
cle of the present Empress of Germany.
The union was not of long duration, for

eighteen months after the wedding the
Prince died at Beyreuth, in Syria, during
the course of a tour which he was under¬
taking in the Holy Land with his bride.
It was not until after the war of 1870 that
she became the wife of Count Waldersee,
the chief of the staff to Von Moltke, and
chosen by him and the Emperor to assume
the place of Germany's greatest strategist
when the next war broke out.
The Princess may be said to have exer¬

cised a greater influence On the political
affairs of Europe than any of her coun¬
trywomen, for, as aunt of the lady who is
now German Empress, she soon acquired

a great Influence over her imperial nephew
and niece, who look to her for counsel in
many things. It is in her salon at Berlin
that the Anti-Semitic leaders used to hold
their meetings; it is under her roof, too,
imu Emperor and his wife were first
affiliated to the movement, and it was like-
,\v,'s.e through her that both William and
V Ictoria Augusta developed that tendency to
mysticism and intense piety that constitute
so marked a characteristic of the imperial
couple since their accession to the throne.
A'I the other American-born princesses

ii!\e4.i 'COIUe.so only by marrying princes,
and those whose titles are either of Ger-

origin have a right to the
Phf ,1 * «

serene highness." One of
rl. i «

important, as far as rank is con-
s Irlncese Lynar, formerly Miss

.To Parsons, of Elmenhurst, O. She was

lain d i somf twenty-five years ngtf to the
Ih Arlnce Alexander Lynar, an officer of
,,7o.* Km^n army- an« since then has
ni0,.e>rer h2me H the Castle of Lubbeaau,
near Merzeburg, in Prussia, devoting her-
seir to the education of her daughter and

S0.n8, the^eldest of whom, Ernest, as
neaa of the family, bears the title of

cnl/tonV X e George and Jane have to
content themselves with being a count and
countess respectively.

+i,i Ctamporeale, who also bears
tlie title of Duchess of Aldragana, is the
daughter of John Binne.v, of Burlington,
+1-' 1.narrled her present husband af-
Tffno-oi in f divorce from Thomas
Kingsland, of New York. The Prince of
L^£oreall was formerly in the diplomatic
thL t+oi? ®P.en.t several years attacked to
the Italian Mission at Washington. He is
" member of the Legislature, and owes
much of his prestige and position to his
Immensely clever mother, a niece of the
famous Cardinal Acton, and whose salon
is among the most celebrated in Europe.
It Is, perhaps, fortunate that the mother
^.i°?ger.bears tho titIe of Princess Cam-

JH' '. ?e co/lfusiou ^ thereby avoided.
mino-wr4Ve a,s her second husband Signor
"^tU, so long Prime Minister of Italy,

tw. r
18 w°,w ly"0*"" l>y the name 6t

tiinato i1'i'ra^ W and as the most in¬
timate friend of Queen Marguerite
Another Italian princess hailing from the

states is the stepdaughter of John Mackav,
of Bonanza and Commercial Cable fame.
v>vf. m?r£ie<? t0 Don Ferdinand Colonna,
Pr n cii1 wtro' Prince of Paliano and
I ilnce of Stigliano, as well as a Spanish
Grande of the First Class. The union has
turned out unhappily, and after several ex-

fH^h+ vT sensational episodes, including a

i?, ,1 ljy the Princess to. America with her

nnll if-^'r,! co"p,e bave separated and are
uot\ living apart.
Even more ancient in lineage than the

Sh RtHnu/h® the Cr?ncLsV the head of which
Illustrious house, Don Virginius, Prince of
Mcjovaro is married to Miss Eleanore Spen-
York Thlff° n°ri"ard sPencer, of New
,ii?.l ; ii e, fa,mily traces its ancestry in

Prefect of p?«n it0 AIarco Cincio, who was
i refect of I isa in the year 457 B. C., and
the Cencis can likewise boast of bavin «¦

furnished several Popes of the Catholic
ban* h'o 1?.0st important of them, per-

the chair of"<?t0fp + H" who occupied
of the^Christian era

iD the tenth ceulul>'

DoTlheInrtaiw^iI0 AmfrIcan Princesses Rus¬
poli, and while one forms part of what is

as the Black, or Papal, nobility,
Thno r>r be'onSS to the monarchical party.
Thus, Don Emmanuel, Prince of Rusnoli
Deputy in the Italian Parliament and

VffsJa°rT cIt?r of Rome, is married to
Miss Josephine Mary Curtis, daughter of
Joseph B. Curtis, of Boston, while Prince
Alexander Ruspoli has as his wife a daugh-
vLi?f ^,h0I"as Ca?el Broadwood, of New
pi* branch of the house to which
Prince Alexander belongs holds the hered-
wtPrr^u +i? Grand chamberlain to
Pi8 HoUness the Pope. The family is re¬
lated to the Bonapartes and is of* Scotch
origin, the patronymic of Marlscotti beinir
a corruption of the old Scotch family name
of Maresclial.
Besides the two Princesses Ruspoli above

mentioned and who reside at Rome, there
are two others, who may likewise be de¬
scribed as Americans, namely, the wife of
frince Paolo Ruspoli, who was the widow
of Joseph K. Riggs, of 'Washington, and
Princess Marie Ruspoli, wife of the former
Secretary o-f the Italian Embassy at Wash¬
ington and daughter of the divorced Mar¬
quise de Talleyrand, nee Bessie Curtis, of
Boston.
To Miss Consuelo Vanderbilt belongs the

double distinction erf being an English
Duchess and a Princess of the Holv Roman
Empire, the latter title having been con¬
ferred upon the first Duke ot Iviariborouim
by the Austrian Emperor of the dav as a

recognition of his victories over the French
The title is that of Princess Mindelheim'
and the coat of arms of the Marlborough
family will be found surmounted not onlv
by the strawberry-leaved ducal coronet of
Great Britain, but also by the princely
crown of Austria.
Miss Winneretta Singer may be described

as twice a princess. Her first husband was
the Prince de Scey-Montbeliard, from whom
she managed to -secure a divorce, and she
is now the wife of Prince Edmond de
Poiignac, so widely known in France for
his musical compositions. The wealth of
the Princess comes to her bv inheritance
from her father, the great sewing-machine
manufacturer.
Two American girls bear the title of

Princess Poniatowski, not altogether justly
so. since their husbands, although thev
bear the historic name of Foniatowski are
not Polish Princes Poniatowski, but mere
Italiau Princess of Monte Rotundo. The
last Prince Poniatowski of the Polish line
Stanislas by name, died without legitimate
issue in 1833. But his two natural sons
were subsequently, legitimized, after a
fashion, by the Grand Duke of Tuscanv
and were accorded the title of Princes of
Monte Rotundo by the city of Florence
which in those days, like so many other
Italian cities, possessed the queer priv¬
ilege of conferring titles. One of the
Princesses Poniatowski is Catharine, daugh¬
ter of Eli Goddard, of New York, and the
other was a Miss Bertha Sperry, likewise
of this city.
Nor should the name of Princess Hats-

feldt be omitted from this list. She is the
daughter of Mr. Collls I'. Huntington, the
California railroad magnate, and married
six years ago Prince Francis Hatzfeldt
head of the senior branch of the verv Il¬
lustrious hotvSe of tbat name. The Hatz-
feldts hold high rank at the German court,
the chief of the house being Grand Cud
Bearer of the Realm, and they are connect¬
ed by marriage with nearly all the great
houses of the German, French and Aus¬
trian aristocracy.
The daughter'of Thomas Davis, of New

York bears the title of Princess and
Duchess of Lante Monfeltrio della Rovere
and of Duchess of San Croee. Her hus¬
band is likewise a Spanish Grandee of the
First Class and owns a beautiful place hear
Vlterbe in Italy. The Princess was a
great heiress and owns large pieces of
property on Nassau, Pine, Broad and other
downtown streets of New York
The list may be completed with the name

of the Duchesse de Dino, Princesse de
Talleyrand-Perigord, and who is the di¬
vorced wife of Frederick Livingston, of
New ork. She was married in 1887 to
Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord. Due dc
Dino, like herself, a divorce, his first wife
having been Miss Bessie Curtis, of Boston
by that of Princesse Yturbide, daughter of
Ji Greene, of Georgetown. D. c.. ami wife
of Prince Angel de Yturbide, the adopted
son and heir of the late Emperor Maxl-
V llian of Mexico, and by the Princesse de

New "York daughter of Hickson Field, of

Maria Foster, of Monterey, Aged 104, Senora Isabella Villa, of Merced, Aged 100, Mrs. Sarah Davis, of Colusa, Aged 105 "Auntie Arthur, of Stockton, 108 Years Mrs. Priscilla Nelson, of Marysvi e, Aged
Who Has Used Whiskey and Who Has Smoked Cigarettes Years, Who Has a Sound Set Old.126Years, the Oldest Woman in

Tobacco for Decades. for Ninety Years, i ofNatural 1 eeth.West.

3's Climatic F^rido.Five Wonnen, All Over a Century.

Death Is
Defied

Six California Women More
Than a Century

Old.

Three Always Smoked, and One
Is Now an Almshouse

Terror.

Marvellous PhysicalCondition of These
Monuments to Their State's

Healthfulness

NONE SHOW SIGNS OF DISSOLUT ON.

One of the Sextet a Great-Great-Great-
Grandmother.Facts That Read

Like Fiction.

San Francisco, Jan. 7..Hale and hearty
after being a cigarette smoker for nearly
ninety years, is the boast a Californlan
centenarian can make.
Nor is this the only claim Senora

Isabella Villa, of Merced, can make, for
neither a life of cigarette Indulgence nor
her great age has prevented her being to¬
day physically attractive and mentally
keen. Once a Spanish beauty of the le¬
gendary type, she possesses attractions of
which many women scores of years
younger can boast.
This extraordinary woman was wedded

to Senor Villa at Tapulpa, Mexico, in
1813, thirteen years after her birth iu the
same place. From this union nine children
were born, two of whom still live.a son

and a daughter. The daughter has one

child, who Is the mother of two girls,
both of whom are over twenty years of
age.
Senora Villa has been a cigarette snioker

since she was ten years old, but has been
almost a total abstainer from spirituous
liquors. She rarely eats any meat, pre¬
ferring farinaceous food, and this has
been her life custom. Always active and
industrious, she still cultivates her garden,
and almost unaided successfully raises
what are considered, even In California, a

notable crop of vegetables. Of flowers,
also, she is a great admirer, and has a

garden of them which is a marvel of
beauty and is personally cared for by her.
Her sight remains excellent, evidenced
by the fact that she can still thread a
needle with ease. She is the marvel and
admiration of the surrounding country,
and promises to continue her existence
for many years.
There dwells in Stockton, however, a

woman who in point of age has a greater
claim. She is "Auntie" Maria Giveus, a
colored woman, who has lived so long
that no one knows how old she is, except
that she has seer at least 115 years. This
fact Is fixed by the events she is still able
to remember now just as well as when
she told them fifty years ago to people who
are still living.
She was born on the planta:io;i of Jar.ios

Wojf, near Shelby, Va., wcur.U her free¬
dom long before the einancipat'on procla¬
mation. and came to California. That
was forty years ago, at ienst. For many
years, she lived in San Francisco, making
considerable money as a washerwoman,

Soi;l? years ago she became - ='den*
of StQcktGfl, bright luiiu and bui.i »

house in which she now lives. To an
sickness she is an nbsolute stranger, bet
only ailment being old age. To a certain
extent her mind has failed, though at
times it seems as clear as ever. Nh"' finds
it impossible to remain fUjso uteiv quiet,
however, and Is constantly talking to her¬
self and moving about. Her plnsiclal
condition, considering her great age, is
marvellous, but physicians believe the
principal reason for this is her unfailingand purely patural appetite.
Stockton can also boast of another cen¬

tenarian."Auntie" Arthur, who. like her
aged townswoman, is of African descent.
She alleges that she was 108 years old the
4th of the present month, and there is no
reason for doubting tbe claim. One of her
daughters recently died at the age of sev¬
enty-three years.
She shows no signs whatever of her ad¬

vanced age, except tbe wrinkles which
Time always bestows. Her sight is perfect,
enabling her to read as much as sne chooses
without the use of glasses. During the re¬
cent illness of one of her daughters she
acted as nurse, and the duties of the sick
room, including loss of sleep, affected her
no more than they would a younger per¬
son.
She was born January 4. 1787, on Ambrose

Arthur's plantation in Knox County, Kr.
For ninety years she lived on the plantation
where she tvas born. She is the mother of
seventeen children, most of whom were
born slaves, and some of her great-grand¬
children were also born in bondage. An
exodus of the family to California was
caused about eighteen years ago by the
emigration of a grandson. The present
family consists of two sons, eight granri
.children, one great-grandchild ana one
great-great-grandchild.
But tbe oldest person in California, ac¬

cording to all records, is Mrs. Prlscilla Nel¬
son, who lives at Maryville, and Is 126 years
old. She lives with her youngest child, a
son. forty-three yea re old, and has three
generations of descendants, which makes
her a great-great-great-grandmother. Born
on a farm near Knoxville. Tenn., she came
to California in 1854, and has remained here
ever since. Most of her descendants live
near her. Like Senora Villa, she has used
tpbacco freely all her life. Her eyesight
and hearing are unimpaired, her appetite is
good and she is as sprightly as a young wo¬
man.
Another aged resident of California Is

Mrs. Sarah Davis, whose home is now the
County Hospital, near Colusa. Born in
East Tennessee in 1700, she is, consequent¬
ly, 105 years old. She is the mother of
sixteen children, but only knows the where¬
abouts of one son, who is seventv years
old and an inmate of the County Hospital
at Yreka.
Mrs. Davis is one of those who crossed

the plains In ox teams, when, she does not
remember. Her hearing and sight are still
perfect and her voice strong, but her
memory is failing.
A remarkable instance of longevity is

Mrs. Maria Foster, who all her life
been dissipated, using both liquor r.nd to-
bacco freely. She is 104 years old, and the
matron at the Monterey County Hospital,
where she has been for several years, says
she Is the worst character there. ''She has
to be continually watched," says the ma¬
tron. "At times her language is so vile
and profane it is hard to be near her. Any
time of the night she is liable to scream
and disturb all the Inmates of the hos¬
pital."
Mrs. Foster is a native of London, and

has two sons, one a Loudon barrister and
the other a business man in Spain. She is
the daughter of General Houston, a well-
known British officer, who was killed at
the battle of Waterloo.
She came to California in 1854 in search

of a brother. For years she subsisted on
charity, and was finally removed to the
hospital because of the carousals which
took place at her home. Her health and
appetite are excellent, and the hospital
physicians say If it were not for her shat¬
tered nervous system she would be ir bet¬
ter physical condition than many p son#
half her age.

How Morton May AVIn.
[Hartford Time*.]

We shall not be surprised to see tb» Republi¬
can party so much disgusted with the truck¬
ling of the more active party leaders to the fret
silver Ishinaelites at Washington that, by tbe
middle of June, the necessity for « xound-incaey
candidate may force tbe nomination of tiov-
ernor Morton on tbe first ballot.

The New Woman Au>«nc««,
[Denver Evening Post.]

Lady Somerset wrote a letter t? Miss Wlllard
requesting the Americans not to go to war.
And thus again hare these two groat women
jumped into the breach.or breaches.


